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      Dear Readers,

      Thank you for purchasing this ebook.  Hopefully you will enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed writing it!

      In addition, I have included a bonus story Virgin Blood.  If you enjoyed this story please consider leaving a review.  Thank you so much!

      

      XOXO,

      Mindy Wilde

      

      Find me at:

      www.mindywilde.com

      www.facebook.com/mindywilderomance

      twitter.com/mindywilde

      

      You can sign up for my monthly new release mailing lists:

      Mindy Wilde Mailing List

      

      For More Stories By Mindy you can click on the tab in the table of contents or see the page in the back of this book.
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      It was a long night.  A long and painful night.

      The transformation from mortal to immortal is not an easy one.  Sometimes my insides felt like they were on fire and other times I shivered in a vain attempt to battle the icy feeling in my veins.

      Eric was there by my side, guiding me as my body reconstructed itself from the inside out.  Although he could tell me what symptoms to expect no one, not even the vampires, understood what exactly took place during this excruciating metamorphosis.

      When night turned into day Eric pulled the blinds closed, hanging blankets over them to block out even the smallest slivers of light.  Photo-sensitivity was one of the side effects and the smallest reflection of sunlight made my eyes feel like they were on fire.

      Eric called into my office and explained to Dawn that I would be staying home sick today.  That was the understatement of the year.  The feelings I had right now were beyond any sickness I had ever encountered.  Yet, despite all of the suffering I had never felt so alive.  I knew that I had made the right decision.  I was ready to join Eric in his world.  I just wished that the transformation would end so that my new life could begin.
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      As I curled up in his bed, I wondered more about just how a vampire lives.  Would I be returning to work?  Sourcing apparel seemed a little insignificant after all of this but Eric still worked and paid bills so I guess that I would need to as well.

      There were just so many questions.  Did they have to move around to keep from being noticed as their bodies stayed eternally youthful?  How did they get the blood they needed to survive without being noticed by society?  How many vampires were there in the world?  Did they know each other or were they scattered across the globe never knowing the others existed.

      Finally my mind gave up trying to wrestle with these questions.  Exhaustion from fighting the pain crept through my body and without realizing it I drifted off into a long sound sleep.

      When I awoke the first thing I encountered was a very strong scent filling my nose.

      “What is that?” I wondered aloud.

      I pushed myself up and noticed that I felt different.  There was none of the normal soreness from a long night of stillness.  All the pain was gone.  The sheets on Eric’s bed felt different against my legs then I remembered them feeling.  It was almost as if I could sense each individual fiber cotton.

      The smell took over my attention again and I rose from the bed to investigate.  Whatever it was smelled amazing.  As I stepped towards the door I realized that I was still naked.  Looking down at the skin no my chest I noticed that the color appeared slightly different then my normal complexion.  I had never been very tan but my skin was noticeably lighter in color.

      I grabbed a pair of sweatpants and a shirt.  The fabric sliding against my skin elicited new sensations.

      “What the hell is this?” I said as I examined the apparel for any difference or stiffness.  I needed to find Eric and get some answer as to what the hell was going on with me.

      I opened the door to the bedroom and the smell lit up my olfactory senses.

      “Coffee?” I wondered softly.

      “That’s it.  That smell, it’s coffee.”

      I could identify the familiar scent now but it was like nothing that I had ever smelled before.  The aroma from this coffee was profound and wonderful. I felt euphoric as my brain anticipated the bitter liquid in my mouth sweeten by a hint of french vanilla creamer.

      I approached the kitchen and finally saw him.  Eric was standing next to the coffee pot brewing up a fresh pot while eggs simmered in the skillet across from him.

      “Good morning honey” he said as he leaned in an gave me a kiss.

      “How are you feeling?”

      “I’m not sure” I responded, thinking over the question.

      “I feel….different.”

      “I’ll bet.  That is perfectly normal.  It will take you some time to adapt so go easy and just let it come to you.”

      Eric reached for a mug and poured me my first cup of coffee.

      “What is in this coffee.  It smells incredible.”

      Eric laughed, “It’s the same coffee we drink every day.  You’re just now getting to experience it the way that I do.”

      “Wow”

      I was blown away with my newly heightened senses and I grabbed the mug from Eric excited about how my taste buds may have been affected.

      As I slowly put the porcelain cup to my lips and tilted it back my mind was filled with new flavors and textures from a drink which I had assumed I was very familiar with.  The coffee tasted the same and yet somehow was completely different.  It was as if there were hundreds of layers to the hot liquid and I had previously only been able to taste the surface.

      I sat down at the kitchen table and stared back at Eric.  There were so many things that I wanted to ask him and I wasn’t sure quite how to begin.  I thought for a moment and then just said the first thing that came to my mind.

      “How long was I asleep?”
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      “It’s been two days.”

      I couldn’t believe what I was hearing.  Two days.  How is that even possible.  I looked around the room as if there would be something to confirm the truth of his statement.  It was while I was looking around the room the my eyes caught sight of my bag from work which I had discarded so quickly when coming into his apartment.

      “Oh shit!”

      Reading my mind Eric laughed and set about reassuring me.

      “Don’t worry Jessica.  I have been covering for you over the last couple of days.  As far as work is concerned you are suffering from a rather nasty ailment.  I even told them that you looked like the walking dead.”

      It took me a second to get the joke but then I burst out laughing.  It felt good to laugh.  Everything in my life has been very intense ever since I found out Eric’s secret.  It felt good to add a little levity to our situation.  I thought about what I wanted to ask next.

      “So, what now?  Do I go back to work?  Is there some sort of training or something.  What exactly am I supposed to do?”

      “Yes you will go back to work but I think that it is time to put in your two week notice.  You can tell them that we are going on a wild and crazy adventure together but you need to start tying up the loose ends of your previous life.”

      I started making a checklist in my head of the ridiculously long list of things I would need to do.

      “The fact is that I was going to have to leave soon anyways.  In our community we have something similar to what the Amish would call Rumspringa.  Every so often we are aloud to leave the coven and go off on our own to explore the world in a new way.  With each passing century society changes so much that we want to sample it’s pleasures and learn from the mortals as they recreate the earth on which they live.”

      I sat captivated, forgetting about the sweet beverage in my hand.

      “My time was about up anyways and I needed to return to my home.  I have about three weeks left and if you put in your two weeks now then I can spend a week showing you the world in a way that you have never seen it before.  Then I will bring you home to my coven, your coven, and introduce you to your new family.”
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      We spent the rest of the morning talking.  Eric filled me in on the life that I was entering into.  Luckily for me, I didn’t have to deal with the hardest part of transitioning to the world of immortals, leaving your family.

      Normally when a new vampire is brought into a coven they must fake their death or otherwise dissolve the bonds with their family.  Growing up in a very broken home I was not in touch with the people who were supposed to be my family anymore.  I had left home as soon as I turned eighteen and never looked back.

      It was going to be difficult however to sever ties at work.  I loved the people I worked with and had grown especially close to my boss Dawn.  She was like family to me and the thought of losing her was painful.

      But I had made my decision and I needed to live by the rules of my new community.  Eric helped me plan how I could inconspicuously make my exit and I paid close attention to his expertise.  I tried hard to stay focused on the task at hand but it was hard not to look forward to the mysteries that laid before me.

      I wondered who these vampires were that made up the coven and how many were there?  Were was he planning on taking me after my work was done?  I knew that I needed to focus on the here and now but all I could think about is where I would be three weeks from now and maybe even three centuries from now.
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      The two weeks flew by at work.  Dawn was pretty upset at losing me but she understood.  I told her that things were going really well between Eric and I and that her wish for us to get hitched might happen sooner than she thought.

      During those crazy days Eric slowly introduced me to that ways of an immortal.  I began to adapt to the heightened senses that made me see the world in a whole new way.  Eric taught me how to find and drink the animal blood I needed to survive.  Some covens were still known to hunt humans and exclusively drink the blood of their victims but most vampires had long ago adapted to using the blood of other mammals.  There were small side effects to not drinking the blood of their primary prey but the tradeoffs had made the vampire race safer and their food supply more easily sustainable.
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