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      Dear Troublemaker,

      

      This is a short, high-heat erotic collection written to be devoured in one sitting. If you’re here for intensity without filler, you’re exactly where you should be.

      

      xoxo,

      E. Rose
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        Valerie

      

      

      Severed fingers on a white dish–the opening screen for the new game Cannibal–appeared on my gaming monitor. I sat back in my chair and skipped the scene to get to the main menu, so I could start a game with my friends.

      While I waited for the game to load, I logged onto Discord and jumped into a voice call with three of my gamer friends plus Eno–a popular streamer who I fucking hated. My friends loved playing with him, because he was god-tier at every game he played, but I thought he was just an arrogant asshole.

      “Hey Valerie,” EmeraldKitten said to me.

      “Hey guys.”

      “The fuck did you invite Valerie for?” Eno asked the group.

      “The same reason they invited you, Eno,” I said, already wanting to leave.

      When my game finally loaded, I accepted their invitation to join their custom game. Cannibal was a one versus four horror game where one cannibal chased the other four players around a large map. The first time he caught up to someone, he sliced off their finger. The second, a limb. The third time, he killed the player.

      And today, Eno was playing as the cannibal.

      “You still doing that weird v-tubing shit?” Eno asked me.

      “It’s not weird,” I said.

      He laughed lifelessly as we loaded into the game. “You probably v-tube because you’re ugly in real life, huh?”

      V-tubing was basically live streaming but as a virtual character. Many of my other gamer friends had anime-style characters that they presented themselves as during a stream, but mine was a cute 3D girl with brown pigtails, freckles, and a body that I would literally die to have in real life.

      She sorta-kinda looked like me, but Eno was right. And I hated that.

      I pressed my lips together and glared at my monitor, unable to fathom why I dealt with his shit anymore. Since I had met him, he had done nothing but put me down on Discord while neither of us were streaming.

      And maybe I wasn’t the most attractive person alive, but come on.

      I used a character to stream instead of myself because I would never be able to build up a following base without one. I wasn’t sexy or hot or even remotely cute in real life and could never pull off a cute crop top while playing Cannibal and streaming.

      Hell fucking no.

      Hiding behind a character made me comfortable.

      Deciding to ignore him, I pressed my lips together and ran around the map to attempt to get away from him. But Eno ignored all the other players in the game and began to tunnel me. When he caught up to me the first time, he sliced off my finger.

      For a moment, he was stunned, which gave me more than enough time to escape his view, find EmeraldKitten, and let her mend my wound in the game. But after a moment, Eno appeared out of fucking nowhere on my monitor and slashed my left arm off.

      He completely ignored EmeraldKitten and tunneled me until he had completely killed me.

      All within a minute of the match beginning.

      A fucking minute!

      “Every time I fucking play with you, you ignore everyone else and tunnel me first until I’m dead,” I growled through Discord voice chat, pissed off at Eno. It wasn’t like this was unusual. Every freaking time he was the cannibal, he targeted me. Every. Fucking. Time.

      “Can’t take the heat? Don’t play.”

      “You’re purposefully tunneling me,” I argued. “It’s not fucking fair.”

      “Get better.”

      “Why do you want me to have a shitty time while playing with you?”

      “Because I don’t like you.”

      My chest tightened. I didn’t like that asshole either, but I strived to make everyone like me. I hated being disliked. I tried to be as nice as I could be to everyone with everything, let people walk all over me sometimes. Hearing him–the guy I hated the most say something like that still–didn’t sit right with me.
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