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The symbols in the background portray Omnipotence as an Eagle and Omniscience as a stream of energy from the brow of the Seer, and in the foreground, the enactment of the Creator.



CHAPTER 1 - THE PINEAL GLAND


The pineal gland emerged and acted as an accessory sensory organ only in those parts of the anthropoid evolution whose bodies were appropriated by the 'overlord' elements of the Third Human Race. At that stage, about 25 million years ago, some anthropoids had brains that were highly susceptible to adaptation - they adapted easily to outside forces and equally easily to inner changes.



In response to an inward irradiation, the innate capacity of the pineal gland to form a parietal eye, quite distinct from the main substance of the gland itself, was exercised. The active vortex of energy, seen as a 'crest' in some devas, was present in the inner but emerging and overshadowing early human races. It had the effect of retaining in cartilage the membranes of the skull in the crown region, thus preventing this region from ossifying. Later, as the inner evolutionary stream grew closer, the parietal foramen became patent, and a parietal eye, part of the anthropoid pineal gland, was seated there.



This parietal eye was sensitive to the light of the etheric or hyperborean regions and enabled the first true men - the product of the twin streams of evolution - to retain a temporary identification with the etheric world from which the human part of consciousness had derived, whilst increasingly seeking objective attachments in the bewildering physical-plane environment of the ape frame he had appropriated.



The retention of this fragile evolutionary device, the parietal eye, varied greatly. Some specimens lost it quickly according to the degree to which they 'fell from Eden' or, to put it in terms less mythological, became adapted to the rational and material world we all know so well. Others, far more attached to the subjective worlds, the paradisiacal realms from which they came - and these included those who had gentler and more introverted personalities - retained their 'insight' with its concrete basis or parietal eye until mythological, if not historical, times.



The parietal eye was a very common feature of animal species that retained strong links with their deva forces, especially the reptilia. The illustration two pages on shows the parietal foramena of the lizard and frog with varying degrees of patency of the parietal eye. The words of John Richardson, the true author of the 'Shakespearean' plays, described the toad thus, in As You Like It:-



"Sweet are the uses of adversity which, 
like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
wears yet a jewel in his head."



...a reference to an ancient superstition that toads had gemstones buried amongst the horny outcrops of their skulls, but which superstition, in turn, was based on semi-truth and referred to that same jewel - the parietal eye - which both toad and true men possessed in earlier days.



The Crown Chakra is not patent at all in the etheric bodies of animals. But in men, even the earliest true men, it was always present - evidence of the site of anchorage of the human soul, a radiant point of light, a jewel buried deep within the layers of the aura and "o'erhung" with the gross flesh. It was the combination of both the parietal eye and the almost inert Head Chakra that gave early man his etheric vision (rather than clairvoyance). The Head Centre still remains focused in the region of the pineal gland of man now that his parietal eye has regressed. As it becomes aroused with spiritual growth, it conveys both etheric vision and clairvoyance.



In the Third Root Race it was only etheric vision. In the Sixth Race it will be both, because the physical structure of the pineal gland will re-emerge and by then, it will be supported by aroused Head Chakras.



It was from the substance of the pineal gland proper that the present endocrine gland, sub-served only in man by the Head Chakra, evolved. In itself, the gland possesses many secretory products as yet undiscovered by science. The wide range of action of its hormonal secretions has modified man's form, his skin, his brain and cranium, and his sexual organs from time to time according to the Rays governing his particular Root Race and its sub-races.



'Seeing in the dark' was a property man once possessed and will gain increasingly again, as he treads the ascending arc. It stemmed from the mechanism described above and was lost only when the parietal eye atrophied completely. Thus, today, there is no trace of it at all, although the parietal foramen (observable in some newborn infants) often remains patent to some extent in adult humans, whilst covered adequately by the layers of the scalp. Circadian rhythm and other features imposed upon us by the diurnal aspect of our planetary life still remain linked to the pineal gland.



Meditation affects the gland profoundly through arousal of its concomitant Head Centre. This spiritual mechanism, through secretions of the pineal gland, enables the cranium and its contents constantly to be remolded in the advancing years of the spiritually possessed. Secretions of the pineal maintain the patency of sutures in the skull so that they don't become closed completely.



It was through this same action that the cranium of animal/man altered in shape rapidly and permitted the huge expansion of brain mass that attended his individualisation. The application of Venusian Fire accompanying that act could not have eventuated in any ape-form per se, but did occur in those forms being taken over by the higher evolution. The Fire was effective via the inner matrices of the mental/astral and etheric components of the 'overlord.'



In that all life on earth was irradiated from the start by the approaching and materialising human evolution (of far older origin), the anatomy of the frog and lizard show clearly, in their present forms, something of man's own and earlier changes. The scaly skin above the parietal eye becomes translucent in them, but in early man the skin was pressed outwards and formed a transparent layer over the emerging parietal eye. The pineal nerve related the parietal eye to the brain substance, the pineal gland proper and to the sympathetic nerve ganglia high in the neck.
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The Comparative Anatomy Of The Pineal Gland


The growth and development of the pineal system in primitive man brought on, through a direct effect transmitted through the pineal nerve, a pzira-development of the sympathetic nervous system and, through it, the elaboration of the paired eyes which, therefore, came later than the parietal eye. With the establishment of the paired eyes, the parietal eye regressed and disappeared in Man.



As man's evolution passes into expression in succeeding Race types, the endocrine glands in the thorax, neck and head will play an increasing part in monitoring the shape of his physical form - adapting and regressing, enlarging or atrophying many of his parts. Those endocrinal glands below the diaphragm will have less effect, except for those related to the chakra at the base of the spine (i.e., the suprarenals). Much of the effect of these endocrine glands will be through their action on the nervous system of man.



The whole human body, with spiritual unfoldment, in almost every part, will become neuro-trophic. The body will become an eye, in that its sensitivity to all kinds of physical and non-physical forces will be enhanced. Senses will overlap. Normal consciousness will include esolepsy, that part of consciousness which can be turned inwards to examine the subjective world, the personal and collective unconscious of Jung, and the inner planes described by Theosophy.



Endocrine Gland:…Related Chakra:



Pineal………………Head



Pituitary.................Brow



Carotid Body……...Alta Major



Thyroid………........Throat



Thymus………….…Heart



As these chakras become aroused, they will bring hidden potential back to their correlated endocrine glands. As the chakras expand, overlap and establish interplay with each other, the cells (not only the endocrinal ones) of all tissues within their orbits will become secretory in special ways, which will encourage expansion of some nerves and regression of others. As the seat of consciousness becomes increasingly focused in the head region, the lower trunk will greatly alter, diminishing in importance and in grossness.



Even now the gravitational field of the Earth is rapidly diminishing as it cyclically treads, too, the ascending arc. And all forms "that on Earth do dwell," from mineral to man and beyond him, are becoming subtler, less dense, more ethereal. Our projections on to planets less dense than our own (e.g., the Moon) will give us warning of the profound morphological results of being exposed to gravitational fields of a diminished nature.



We live in the Age in which flight to nearby planets became a reality. The Age ahead will be confronted with the problems of space exploration. Not the least of those will be the effects on man's physical body, his emotional nature and his thinking mechanisms. Despite excursions of brave individuals into water tanks which simulated weightlessness* and equally daring astronauts on a planet one-fifth the gravity of our own, we have little evidence of long term effects of weightlessness. With the construction of enormous space platforms and research laboratories, it is but a matter of time before Medical Science begins to see the possible implications of treating, say arthritis, in conditions of weightlessness where mobilisation of the arthrosed joints might become less of a problem.


The Ring-Pass-Not

There will be many problems to deal with. If the teachings of Esoteric Science mean anything, then we can expect a multiple of disorders to present themselves in men penetrating the solar system in depth. Some of these will result from weightlessness; others from breaking that extraordinary barrier which we, the students of Esoteric Science, call the ring-pass-not.**

*The Center of the Cyclone, by Dr. John Lilly, M.D.



** The ring-pass-not of an individual may never be stretched to its ultimate potential. He may live with his three interpenetrating force fields depressed and unexpressed, narrowly confined about him by various factors in his environment or personality. Esoteric training extends the ring-pass-not to its ultimate. Space exploration would do the same but in ways and to what extent we are not certain. Hence, the need for the helpful advice of a Master of the Wisdom.
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Disciplines like meditation extend the ring pass not

A ring-pass-not is a sphere of interpenetrating force fields which accompanies the consciousness of all men. It is a composite of several spheres ... etheric, astral and mental, the mental being the largest. The size of this sphere is determined by the spiritual status of the individual. It should not be confused with the Auric Egg. The savage with a young soul will have a small ring-pass-not mainly composed of etheric and astral energies. It might extend but a few miles. An advanced man would have a ring-pass-not as large as the planet Earth, meaning that in his mental consciousness he might extend his awareness telepathically to include anyone on the Earth. Emotionally his ring-pass-not might not extend further than the area comprising his national boundaries. Initiates of the Third Degree normally encompass a spherical region which includes the Moon as part of their ring-pass-not. The question arose during recent flights to the moon whether movement in a physical body beyond the limit of the ring-pass-not of an astronaut would not lead to problems or even advantageous experiences.
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Extensions Of The Ring-Pass-Not


(1)  Yellow ring: average man - consciousness can include any part of the Earth, but not beyond.


(2)  Blue ring: man on the path - consciousness can extend almost to the Moon.


(3)  Pink ring: 3rd degree initiate - consciousness can extend beyond the surface of the Moon.

From the illustration above it can be seen that an astronaut goes beyond the bounds of his ring-pass-not if he, for instance, walks on the Moon. The astral world of the Earth does not yet reach the Moon and, therefore, the astronaut, going beyond, would be without emotional energy during this distant sojourn. This would have repercussions on his personality drives when returning to Earth.
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The Ring-Pass-Not of the Adept (above)


Now instead of man having to be distorted in his outline, shape or form to fit the varying conditions on these planets, Nature has another plan. The Wisdom of the Ages teaches that man is as old as the universe itself. He is in fact as much a principle of the universe as is light. But just as there is light on the physical plane with its colour and other innate qualities, there is also a light seen in the dream world of the astral plane. There is also the light, the glorious light of the Buddhic plane. So too, are the manifestations of humanity at various levels of grossness and quality.



Because a planet is much greater in mass than the Earth, man on that planet need not have to possess gargantuan muscles to drag himself about; nor need he have bones reminiscent of the prehistoric monsters of the Earth. Instead, man on such a planet is made more tenuous, less dense, more etherial. His form remains the same but per cubic inch of flesh he is lighter than we are. He has less mass to hold upright. His bones are consequently less calcified. In fact at the most he might possess cartilage in the place of bone. A six-foot human by our standards might only weigh some fifty pounds on such a planet and yet be perfectly rounded out. Actually life on Jupiter in human form compensates even further. The men of Jupiter grow enormous by our standards, perhaps ten or more feet tall. And the men of Jupiter are what they are because they are a product of Jupiter modelled to the archetype of man, the human principle. Jupiter has peculiar properties. Its diameter is 89,000 miles, or more than eleven times that of the Earth. Yet this enormous planet rotates (at the equator) 28,000 miles an hour, whilst our own planet rotates at 1,000 m.p.h. No wonder its human life is different, but different only within the matrix of the Divine Human Archetype, whom some of us call God. All men are made in the image of God but they possess tremendous powers of adaptability. And so the men of Jupiter are older than us in age and in age of origin. They are bigger than us. They are more advanced. They are not as heavy relatively. BUT THEY ARE ESSENTIALLY HUMAN IN FORM, even if these physical structures are entirely etheric.


The Rationale of Adaptability


Apart from the visible stars and planets of our universe, there are of course millions of etherial planets which, although not visible, yet transmit radio waves. In our solar system alone there are some sixty planets of very subtle substance which have lives on them of their own. On these planets, whose emanations are being recorded by the radio-telescopes, there is subtle life - forms with aether bodies similar to the aether parts of our own bodies photographed by radionic cameras in the de la Warr laboratories at Oxford* and seen through the screens of Kilner. According to the structure of the planet, its qualities and its degree of development along the scale of spiritual evolution, will the structure of its inhabitants be dictated. But all its human forms are essentially man-like in their shape and as symmetrical as we are.



In 1963 I wrote a paper on weightlessness and its implications, to which I have now the observations of the Nirmanakaya to add.


* Since when the discovery of dark Matter' has occurred.


My task here is to bring the light of the ancient sciences to bear on the problem of weightlessness. Perhaps you have seen in earlier days science manuals depicting the effects which living on a larger planet would have on its inhabitants. You have seen animals and men of such planets depicted with enormous muscles and bony structures to cope with the increase of gravity. Or perhaps you have seen astronauts shown leaping about on planets in which gravity is much less than our own. And so there has grown up the generally held idea that human life on other planets in our systems is practically impossible because of extremes of gravity, heat and cold, lack of oxygen, etc. One such planet is often quoted in this respect and it is Jupiter. No exoteric scientist of our day holds out much hope for life on Jupiter.



Before considering weightlessness, let us pause to consider how some of the very ancient sages looked at the universe. Amongst their concepts they held the belief that space and time were limitless. They never spoke much of the age of the Earth (H.P. Blavatsky gave it as about 4,300 million years) but rather of its cycles of manifestation or manvantaras, cycles which run into thousands of millions of years. Our own Earth was never considered a particularly important planet in the great scheme of Life. In fact, if anything, life on our planet is said by these ancients to be somewhat inferior to the average development of life in the universe as a whole. And this is the great conceit of our age - that we, earthly beings, believe ourselves to be the highest form of life in the universe. Here is a pointer to the new system which is to emerge with the certainty of Copernicus' new system, a system which places our Earth and its solar system as a relatively unimportant centre in a vast, thriving, living universe. It will be a shift of focus equally as important as that from Ptolemy to Copernicus. It will be as if for years we have been obsessed with the finger and now must look for the head.



There are, according to the same traditional teachings, millions of planets capable of supporting life but no two planets are alike. They differ in their age, their grossness and degree of condensation, their outward and inner development and in their overall quality, not very unlike the way men differ.



These matters seem complex if we don't employ occult techniques for studying them. Once the solar system is seen as a great cosmic entity with parts corresponding to His Head Centre and others to chakras within His framework, many problems of concept are ironed out. What exists in the macrocosm of the Solar Logos is found in the microcosm which is man. And those regions which constitute the macrocosmic Head Centre correlate to man's Head Centre and, through it, to his pineal gland.


The central Fire is always symbolised in my writings by the symbol S - links all things.


Many years ago whilst on lecture tour and speaking on the subject of the techniques of astral projection, I indicated my concern about the problem of astronauts being projected into space beyond that border of consciousness which is called the 'ring-pass-not.' All entities - human, planetary and solar - have a ring-pass-not which demarcates the safe limit of the projection of their consciousness, beyond which they do not safely journey without hazardous prospects to the integrity and coordination of their subtle bodies. At that time, man had not yet landed on the Moon. Certainly, it seemed that some of the astronauts would exceed this limit, although all men are constituted differently according to the degree of their spiritual unfoldment, which mainly hinges upon the patency of the Head Centres.



I forecast that projecting beyond the ring-pass-not could produce personality disorders. It was therefore no surprise to me when reports came through that most of the astronauts concerned with the U.S. Moon ventures developed serious disaffections of personality after their return, including alcoholism, domestic upsets, religious mania, etc.



Normal man has a ring-pass-not that extends to all parts of the planet and to an undemarcated region in the precincts of it, usually up to about 50,000 miles. An Initiate of the Third Degree is able to include the whole area of the Moon within his ring-pass-not and project there comfortably, even in a physical body, as well as his astral. An Arhat, an Initiate of the Fourth Degree, is able to reach to and include the Sun itself, which includes the veiled planet behind the surface of the Sun on which are said to reside those solar devas who were once Masters on various planets. An Initiate of the Fifth Degree, i.e., a Master, is able to project to all parts of the solar system and beyond.
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