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      The "The History of Ancient Egypt" is a series of books to tell the historical stories of Ancient Egypt, and the stories run through the whole of Ancient Egypt. This book "The Old Kingdom" is the second episode, the historical period includes from the Third Dynasty through to the Sixth Dynasty, this period is also known as the "Age of the Pyramids." The content covers the rise of the Old Kingdom. Sneferu was the first king of the fourth dynasty. The "Age of the Pyramids." The reign of the sun god. The Decline of the Old Kingdom. There is more exciting content in the book is looking forward to your reading.
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        Djoser pyramid (Step Pyramid), Saqqara, Egypt, Africa

      

      In the history of Ancient Egypt, many have been talked about, but different things happened at different times. The Old Kingdom period, which lasted from 2686-2160 BC, has a long historical happening that we might not exhaust in a single writing. This period is popularly known as the Age of Pyramids due to the proficiency shown in architecture and engineering skills in setting up of pyramids during this period. This period encompasses from the third dynasty, which ended with king Djoser, to the sixth kingdom, when the empire is believed to have failed. This period, therefore, is seen as a period of the great pyramid builders among those who take the credit of the work being the kings, architects, and the viziers. Among the kings who are remembered in the pyramids, works include Djoser, who was the founder of the pyramids, although his work is not considered as a true pyramid, Sneferu, whose work is seen as a perfected art in pyramid building, Khufu, Khafre, Menkaure among others in the same period. Before the coming of the Old Kingdom, was the Archaic Period, and then came the Old Kingdom, which was then followed by the First Intermediate Period, known for its disunity and relative cultural decline and chaos. It is during the Old Kingdom that the utmost civilization was marked in Ancient Egypt.

      

      Not everything that was in the Old Dynastic Period changed upon the coming of the Old Kingdom, things such as Kings, an example of Djoser, and cities, an example Memphis remained the same. The main difference between the two kingdoms, the Early Dynastic Period, and The Old Kingdom is based on the revolutionary that occurred in the Old Kingdom, in terms of economy and massive buildings that were set up in the Old Kingdom, which were not there in the Early Dynastic Period. Just to be clear, the Old Kingdom period, falls between the years 2686-2160 BC, where between it is dynasties from the 4th to 6th. As we had discussed earlier, the third dynasty as well can be included in this period but it is yet to be completely solved to what kingdom it should belong to. The historical story that we shall cover here is mainly sourced from different scholars as well as monuments and inscriptions that have been got from the ancient community. Some of the historians tend to argue that the 8th and 9th dynastic periods are supposed to be included in the Old Kingdom based on administrative centralization, which had remained to be Memphis in these two dynasties. Kings during this period remained to be called kings until the coming of the New kingdom, but they were considered as living gods who would do anything that pleases them towards their subjects, this means that they had the power to demand any kind of services as well as demand wealth from his subjects.

      

      King Djoser is considered to be the first king of the Old Kingdom, who reigned in the 3rd dynasty, which is yet to be determined whether it belongs to the Old Kingdom or the Early Dynastic period, but due to its association with the Pyramids, it becomes automatic reign of the Old Kingdom. Djoser is the one who ordered the shift of the loyal capital to Memphis upon where he established his court. It is from Saqqara where a new era of building complexes was hatched. This was as a result of king Djoser’s architect, Imhotep, who came up with the idea of building with stones and laid a well-structured plan of how a step pyramid would be built. This was not before he thought of gifting his king with a specious tomb at Saqqara that was so good that Djoser even admired it once he was shown. The Old Kingdom, therefore, is considered as the age when building took another direction, especially in the pyramid building. All the other pyramids that came after Djoser were based on Imhotep’s idea, otherwise, those that thought otherwise failed. This is an era that is known for the most pyramids that were built in ancient Egypt.
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        The Bent Pyramid, build by Sneferu, Dahshur, Egypt

      

      The rise of the Old Kingdom started in the fourth dynasty which was marked by enormous volume in construction works which had started in the third dynasty and continued in the fourth dynasty under the watch of Manetho, this is where the country took direction economically. The construction works were only for the experts, the level of expertise that was required is not yet to be challenged by any living being. The art of building started with the building of tombs, specifically, Mustaba-tomb then came the construction of pyramids which was based on stones and was elevated to a completely different plane. This work required a lot of labor as well as finance, accounted from the quarrying, shaping of the stones, their transportation, ramps shape designers and builders, logisticians, who were responsible for making sure that everyone was fed, the work was continuing as planned, tools were in order and available at all times among other duties as required by the king, among other professionals. All required a perfect plan which would make sure that everyone played their part without fail.

      

      Slavery was the main backbone of ancient Egypt’s economy and its rise at these moments. The slaves mainly worked in accordance to the directions of their masters, but, at the same time the place where they would work mainly depended on the nature of the weather, if the Nile River was flooded, it means mostly they would be engaged in the building of temples and pyramids on the request of the king. And when the river went back to normal, it is during this time that they would be ordered to be back to the farms so that they would now continue with the farm work. But at the same time, much of the efforts were directed at pyramid building although they continued to produce food that was able to sustain the whole country. The plan at this period cannot be described otherwise than perfect. But with time the king realized that there was so much demand for food and if he wanted the pyramid building works to continue with the pace he wanted, he needed to put equal needs on the pyramids as well as building. It is from this point where the king as well had realized they required resources and tax and could only be acquired from agricultural activities. But this was not yet enough, prompting for additional labor and resources which would only be acquired by doing business abroad.

      

      In the wake of the idea of building pyramids by Djoser, it affected the economy of the country. This is because every energy and thought were focused on the building of pyramids. This saw many people taken out of farms to help in the building of pyramids leading to halting food production. But with time the rulers realized the decline in food production and the increase in consumption rate considering that the builders needed more to have the energy to lift the heavy stones. The administration was one of the things that led to an increase in the need for extra cash, there was a tremendous increase in the managerial positions as the builders increased day by day and they needed a manager at every single level. The only thing that was not affected at the moment was the farming techniques. Upon identifying their point of weakness, they continued with their day to day activities in farming and ensured that the country was well fed, these gave every worker in the country a reason to work tirelessly towards every project put forward. If at any point there was shortness in supply of food or any other commodity, it was the work of the management to make sure that they ordered more supplies from their neighboring countries. By doing this, it ensured that the country remained peaceful and the citizens were loyal to their kings since they knew that their king was taking care of things with utmost care and love. Local administrators were responsible for providing techniques and new methods in the irrigation field. Their main aim was to make sure that they increased food production from the farms by expanding cultivated land by being able to manage the cultivated land.

      

      The success of witnessed during this period went hand in hand with the best administrative techniques and procedures of the country as well as techniques in the collection of taxes. It is from this perspective, where the major centers according to the population of a given region, royal estates, became the capitals of administrative districts known as Nomes, Nome’s were strategically placed such that they could directly answer to the capital of the country. The capital was in the Vertex of the delta, which ensured that equilibrium was maintained between the upper and the lower Egypt. The cities that were present in the Old Kingdom such as Delta are today under the water table after they were overlaid by later settlements and ending up under the water. There is no much to tell about these cities and settlements from the Old Kingdom since they are archeologically unknown. This includes the cities such as Cairo, which have never been excavated to determine what lies beneath them, but cities such as Ayn or Asil which is located in Dakhla Oasis, and Elephantine, are exceptional. It is during the Old Kingdom that the land that was owned by communities in semi-autonomous villages was lost to royal estates. The census which was done rudimentary in the earlier periods became an all-embracing fiscal system.

      

      The rise of Egypt can mainly be attributed to the planning and administration, both of these activities were done centrally headed by the king. The king is said to have been the sole owner of any resource that existed with absolute power. The administration here can hardly be described as democratic since the king could command people to compulsory labor, tax extraction, and had complete right to claim the right to ownership of any resource that he liked any time. At the beginning of the Old Dynastic period, third and fourth dynasties, the ruling system was still that of the Early Dynastic period where most of the officials in the ruling class were members of the royal family. This system was believed to have been effective since most of the family members in the government would be close and loyal to the king. Vizier was the holder of the highest office after the king. The vizier's main work was to oversee how best the state departments were running with the exclusion of any kind of religious affairs. This office became most successful during the fourth dynasty where the seat was occupied by a series of princes all through this period for the kings that ruled.
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