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This book is dedicated to all Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the game of Football.  Whether you played the game or not does not matter.  It’s been a long and glorious history filled with thrills and letdowns that only a Football fan could appreciate.

Steve Fulton
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Brief History of the Postseason Playoffs

[image: ]




The National Football League (NFL) playoffs are a single-elimination tournament held after the regular season to determine the NFL champion. Seven teams from each of the league's two conferences qualify for the playoffs. A tie-breaking procedure exists if required. The tournament culminates in the Super Bowl: the league's championship game in which two teams, one from each conference, play each other to become world champion.

NFL postseason history can be traced to the first NFL Championship Game in 1933, though in the early years, qualification for the game was based solely on regular season records. From 1933 to 1966, the NFL postseason generally only consisted of the NFL Championship Game, pitting the league's two division winners (pending any one-game playoff matches that needed to be held to break ties in the division standings). After 1967, the playoffs were expanded to allow four teams to qualify for the tournament. When the league merged with the American Football League (AFL) in 1970, the playoffs were expanded to eight teams. The playoffs were expanded to ten teams in 1978 and twelve teams in 1990. They are scheduled to expand to 14 teams in 2020.

Among the major professional sports leagues in the United States, the NFL postseason is the oldest continuously run playoffs to use a single-elimination tournament in all of its rounds.

The 32-team National Football League is divided into two conferences, the AFC and NFC, with 16 teams each. Since 2002, each conference has been further divided into four divisions of four teams each. Qualification into the playoffs works as follows: 


	The four division champions from each conference (the team in each division with the best overall record) are seeded 1 through 4 based on their overall won-lost-tied record.

	Three wild-card qualifiers from each conference (the three teams with the best overall record of all remaining teams in the conference) are seeded 5, 6, and 7.

	If teams are tied (having the same regular season won-lost-tied record), the playoff seeding is determined by a set of tie-breaking rules. 



The names of the first two playoff rounds date back to the postseason format that was first used in 1978, when the league added a second wild-card team to each conference. The first round of the playoffs is dubbed the wild-card round (or wild-card weekend). In this round, the second-seeded division winner hosts the seventh-seeded wild card, the third hosts the sixth, and the fourth hosts the fifth. There are no restrictions regarding teams from the same division matching up in any round. The top seed from each conference receives a bye in the first round which automatically advances them to the second round. The second round is dubbed the divisional round. The top seed hosts the lowest-seeded surviving seed from the first round (seed 4, 5, 6, or 7) and the other two winners from the wild-card round play each other with the higher seed having home-field advantage. The two surviving teams from each conference's divisional-round playoff games then meet in the respective AFC and NFC Conference Championship games (hosted by the higher seed). The winners of those contests go on to face one another in the Super Bowl which is played at a pre-determined neutral site.

One disadvantage to the system is that the teams with the two best records in a conference could play each other before the conference championship if they are in the same division. The better team would be seeded #1, while the lesser team would be seeded #5 as the top wild-card team, and as shown in the diagram, it is possible for the #1 division winner to play the top wild-card team in the divisional round. Another disadvantage is that the division a team is in can have a greater impact than their regular-season record. For example, the 2010 Seattle Seahawks won the NFC West with a 7–9 record and hosted a playoff game, while the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and New York Giants missed the playoffs that season despite going 10–6 and defeating Seattle in the regular season by huge margins (the current format which expanded the playoffs from six to seven teams per conference helps mitigate this issue to a degree since the New York Giants would have made the playoffs in 2010 as the number 7 seed).

The New York Giants and New York Jets have shared the same home stadium since 1984 (Giants Stadium from 1984 to 2009, and MetLife Stadium since 2010). Thus, if both teams need to host playoff games on the same weekend, they are required to play on separate days, even during the Conference Championship round when both games are normally scheduled the same day. The only time such a scheduling conflict has occurred was during Wild Card weekend in 1985, when only 10 teams qualified for the postseason and there were only two wild-card games. Instead of playing both Wild Card games on the same day, as was the case when the 10-team system was used from 1978 to 1989, the Jets hosted their game Saturday, December 28, before the Giants hosted their game on Sunday, December 29. This same scheduling conflict could occur for the Los Angeles Chargers and Los Angeles Rams, who have shared SoFi Stadium since 2020.

Overtime rules

The NFL introduced overtime for any divisional tiebreak games beginning in 1940, and for championship games beginning in 1946. The first postseason game to be played under these rules was the 1958 NFL Championship Game between the Baltimore Colts and New York Giants (the so-called "Greatest Game Ever Played"), decided by a one-yard touchdown run by Colt fullback Alan Ameche after eight minutes and fifteen seconds of extra time. Overtime under the original format was sudden death, the first team to score would be declared the winner.

In March 2010, the NFL amended its rules for postseason overtime, with the rule being extended into the regular season in March 2012. If a team scores a touchdown, or if the defense scores a safety on its first possession, it is declared the winner. If it scores a field goal on its first possession, however, it then kicks off to the opposing team, which has an opportunity to score; if the score is tied again after that possession, true sudden death rules apply and whoever scores next will win. Double overtime & thereafter is just true sudden death.

Since postseason games cannot end in a tie, unlike the preseason or regular season, additional overtime periods are played as necessary until a winner is determined. Furthermore, all clock rules apply as if a game had started over. Therefore, if the first overtime period ends with the score still tied, the teams switch ends of the field prior to the second overtime. If a game was still tied with two minutes to go in the second overtime, there would be a two-minute warning (but not during the first overtime period as in the regular season). And if it were still tied at the end of the second overtime, there would be a kickoff to start a third overtime period. Although a contest could theoretically last indefinitely, or last multiple overtime periods like several National Hockey League postseason games, no NFL playoff game has ever gone past two overtime periods. The longest NFL game played to date is 82 minutes, 40 seconds: Miami Dolphins kicker Garo Yepremian made the walk-off 37-yard field goal after 7:40 of the second overtime to defeat the Kansas City Chiefs, 27–24, in an AFC playoff game on December 25, 1971.

[image: Rewind: NFL playoffs' most memorable divisional-round games ...]

Source: Wikipedia
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1932 NFL Playoff Game

[image: ]




The 1932 NFL Playoff Game was an extra game held to break a tie in the 1932 season's final standings in the National Football League. It matched the host Chicago Bears and the Portsmouth Spartans. Because of snowfall and anticipated extremely cold temperatures in Chicago, Illinois, it was moved indoors and played at the three-year-old Chicago Stadium on December 18 on a reduced-size field on Sunday night.

Since the NFL's first season in 1920, the league title had been awarded to the team with the best regular season record based on winning percentage with ties excluded. Four of the first six championships were disputed, but only in 1921 did two teams ever finish tied atop the standings: the two teams disputing the title had played each other, splitting a two-game series, but league officials used a tiebreaker to controversially give the Bears (then known as the Staleys) the title over the Buffalo All-Americans.

In 1932, the Spartans and the Bears tied for first place with 6–1 records. Under the rules at the time, standings were based on winning percentage with ties excluded from the calculation, meaning that the Spartans and Bears each finished the regular season with identical .857 winning percentages, ahead of the defending champion Green Bay Packers' .769 (10 wins, 3 losses) winning percentage.

Further complicating matters, the Spartans and Bears had played each other twice during the regular season for 13-13 and 7-7 ties, which rendered the league's only tiebreaker useless. As such, for the first time, the league arranged for what amounted to a replay game to determine the NFL champion, but the game would be counted in the final standings, meaning the loser would drop to 6–2 (.750) and finish third behind runner-up Green Bay.

The league also had to make a rule change to allow the game since championship-deciding postseason matches were banned in 1924.  The game was set to be played at Wrigley Field, the Bears' home stadium, but due to severe blizzards followed by extremely cold temperatures and wind chill, the game was moved indoors to Chicago Stadium. Two years earlier, the Bears and Cardinals had played a charity exhibition game at the arena after the 1930 season, and the game was moved indoors due to extreme weather, allowing for reasonable attendance and gate revenue. The Bears won 9–7. 

A week before the game, the concrete surface had tanbark placed atop for a Salvation Army-sponsored circus; elephant manure from the circus produced an odor that caused a Bears player to throw up on the field. 

Because of the limited dimensions of the indoor arena, special rules were adopted for the game:


	The tanbark-covered field itself was only 80 yards long (60 yards between the goal lines) and 45 yards wide, 10 yards narrower than the regulation width at the time. 

	The sidelines were butted up against the stands.

	The goal posts were moved from the endlines to the goal lines (the NFL itself would move the goalposts to the goal line from 1933 to 1974).

	Every time a team crossed the 10-yard line, the ball was moved back 20 yards to allow for the shortened field. 

	For the first time, all plays started with the ball on or between the hash marks, which were ten yards from the sidelines.



It was also decided that due to the smaller field and indoor stadium, drop kicks and field goals would not be used in the game.

Game Summary

The high temperature for that Sunday in Chicago was 20 °F, warmer than anticipated earlier in the week. With terrible footing on the mulch and limited room for the offenses to work, the defenses dominated the game's first three quarters, with the game remaining scoreless. Bears quarterback John Doehling's first pass flew into the stands, as did most punts and kickoffs, with one colliding with a Chicago Black Hawks sign and another hitting the organist as he played. By the end of the game, only one punt was returned. 

On one drive, the Spartans were in position to score when Glenn Presnell tripped on the field before he could reach the end zone. For the Bears, they employed a heavy run game with fullback Bronko Nagurski, though possessions ended after just three downs as Ralph Jones frequently elected to pooch kick. In the fourth quarter, the Bears scored on a controversial touchdown: Carl Brumbaugh handed the ball off to Nagurski, who pulled up and threw to Red Grange in the end zone for the score. Rules at the time mandated that a forward pass had to be thrown from at least five yards behind the line of scrimmage. The Spartans argued Nagurski did not drop back five yards before passing to Grange, but the touchdown stood. The Bears later scored a safety after the Spartans fumbled the ball out of their end zone.

[image: How the Chicago Bears' 1932 championship changed the NFL - Chicago ...]Because it proved so popular, the 1932 NFL Playoff Game started a new era for the National Football League and for American football in general. Through 1932, the league had used the same rules as college football. Beginning with the 1933 season, the NFL introduced its own set of rules. The goal posts were moved from the end line back to the goal line (reversed in 1974), all plays started with the ball on or between the hash marks, and the forward pass became legal anywhere behind the line of scrimmage; ironically, the forward pass rule was supported by Spartans head coach George Clark, who quipped, "Nagurski would do it anyway!” Its biggest legacy, however, was the creation of the NFL Championship Game in 1933, the NFL's original championship game, which would become the Super Bowl.

NFL Commissioner Joseph Carr described the rule changes as providing better scoring opportunities, which he believed "would improve the game for both players and spectators." Carr had attended the Playoff Game, and kept a ticket stub from the game in his personal scrapbook. In 1933, the NFL expanded to ten teams and divided into two divisions. The division winners met in a scheduled championship game to determine the NFL champion. The 1932 NFL Playoff Game is also regarded as the first major indoor football game, a variation of American football with rules modified to make it suitable for play inside arenas.



	12/18/1932

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Portsmouth Spartans

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0




	Chicago Bears

	0

	0

	0

	9

	9






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Red Grange 2 yard pass from Bronko Nagurski (Tiny Engebretsen kick)




	Bears

	Safety, Wilson tackled in end zone






Source: Wikipedia
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1933 NFL Championship Game

[image: ]




The 1933 National Football League Championship Game was the first scheduled championship game of the National Football League since its founding in 1920. It was played on December 17 at Wrigley Field in Chicago, and the attendance was estimated at 25,000. The game was between the champions of the league's newly created divisions: the Chicago Bears (10–2–1) of the Western Division and the New York Giants (11–3) of the Eastern Division. Chicago gained the home field due to a better winning percentage in the regular season; after this year the home field alternated, with the Eastern Division champion hosting in even-numbered years and the Western in odd. Chicago scored the winning touchdown with less than two minutes to go in the fourth quarter, capping a 23–21 victory.

The Bears went 10–2–1 and won the NFL's new Western Division, led by running backs Red Grange and Bronko Nagurski, and quarterbacked by Keith Molesworth. Nagurski and Grange combined for 810 yards rushing, and the game was the teams' third meeting of the season, with the Bears winning the teams' first regular-season match-up 14–10, and the Giants their second 3–0. Attendance for the game was 25,000, and before kickoff Newman informed officials he would be running several new trick plays in the game so they would not be confused when they saw them.

The Giants called their first trick play, which was similar to another that was invented much later, early in the first quarter. A shift allowed Mel Hein, the team's center, to be an eligible receiver, but instead of passing the ball to him, after the snap, Newman handed it back to him and, pretending he still had it, dropped back as though he was going to pass. Hein, with the ball hidden under his jersey, ran from the Bears 45-yard line to their 15. Hein may have been able to gain more yards, but when he saw the open field in front of him he sprinted toward the goal line instead of waiting for his blockers like he was supposed to. The Giants were unable to score on this drive, as Chicago's defense tightened and they missed a field goal. Jack Manders kicked a field goal late in the first quarter, and another in the middle of the second quarter to give the Bears a 6–0 lead. 

[image: Bears Are 1933 Nfl Champions Photograph by Underwood Archives]New York responded with a drive in which a 30 yard run ball to Newman who then passed it back to Strong for a touchdown. Strong kicked the extra point making the game 21–16 Giants. Chicago drove to the New York 36-yard line on the ensuing drive, and Nagurski again attempted a jump pass. This time the Giants were ready for the play but were fooled when the receiver, Bill Hewitt, who they were prepared to tackle, lateraled the ball to Karr, who ran 31 yards for the touchdown with under two minutes remaining. Their successful extra point attempt gave them a 23–21 lead. 

The Giants drove to their own 40-yard line on the game's final drive, but running back Dale Burnett missed a wide open Hein on another trick play. Burnett threw a wobbly pass to Hein who was standing uncovered on the Bears 30-yard line. On the game's final play Grange tackled Badgro before he could complete the lateral portion of the hook and ladder play New York was attempting. Grange diagnosed the play correctly, and wrapped up Badgro's arms rather than his legs so he could not pitch the ball to Burnett.



	12/17/1933

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	0

	7

	7

	7

	21




	Chicago Bears

	3

	3

	10

	7

	23






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Jack Manders 16 yard field goal




	Bears

	Jack Manders 40 yard field goal




	Giants

	Red Badgro 29 yard pass from Harry Newman (Ken Strong kick)




	Bears

	Jack Manders 28 yard field goal




	Giants

	Max Krause 1 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)




	Bears

	Bill Karr 8 yard pass from Bronko Nagurski (Jack Manders kick)




	Giants

	Ken Strong 8 yard pass from Harry Newman (Ken Strong kick)




	Bears

	Bill Karr 19 yard touchdown on a lateral (Carl Brumbaugh kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1934 NFL Championship Game {“Sneakers Game”}

[image: ]




The 1934 National Football League Championship Game, also known as the Sneakers Game, was played at the Polo Grounds in New York City on December 9, it was the first title game for the newly created Ed Thorp Memorial Trophy. With a remarkable fourth quarter, the New York Giants defeated the Chicago Bears 30–13.

[image: 1934 NFL Championship Game]The defending champion Bears entered the game undefeated at 13–0, with an 18-game winning streak. The Giants (8–5) won consecutive division titles, but had lost their final regular season game at Philadelphia. The Bears were favored to repeat as champions. 

A freezing rain the night before the game froze the Polo Grounds field. After Giants end Ray Flaherty remarked to head Coach Steve Owen that sneakers would provide better footing on the frozen playing surface, Owen sent his friend Abe Cohen, a tailor who assisted on the Giants sideline, to Manhattan College to get some sneakers. There, Brother Jasper, the athletic director (and the later namesake of the Manhattan Jaspers) emptied the lockers of the school's basketball team. Cohen arrived in the third quarter with nine pairs of basketball sneakers from the college. 

The Bears led 10–3 at the half when the Giants switched to the basketball sneakers. A Chicago field goal was the only score in the third quarter, extending the lead to ten points. Early in the fourth, Giants quarterback Ed Danowski threw a touchdown pass to Ike Frankian to close the score to 13–10. (The pass was initially intercepted at the Bears' 2-yard line, but Frankian then grabbed the ball out of the defender's hands.) On the next New York drive, running back Ken Strong scored on a 42-yard touchdown run. Later an 11-yard run by Strong was turned into another touchdown for the Giants, and they scored for a final time on Danowski's 9-yard run, a fourth unanswered touchdown. New York outscored the Bears 27–0 in the fourth quarter to win 30–13.

Many of the participants have been interviewed since the game took place, most notably Bronko Nagurski of the Bears and Mel Hein of the Giants. Generally, players from both sides have attributed the Giants' second-half dominance to their selection of footwear. As Nagurski put it later, "We immediately said something was wrong because they suddenly had good footing and we didn't...they just out-smarted us." A mini-documentary of the game, narrated by Pat Summerall, can be seen in the 1987 video "Giants Among Men." NFL Films named the game the #8 bad weather game of all time, and in 2019, it was named the #62 greatest game in NFL history.



	12/9/1934

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	0

	10

	3

	0

	13




	New York Giants

	3

	0

	0

	27

	30






Scoring



	Team

	




	Giants

	Ken Strong 38 yard field goal




	Bears

	Bronko Nagurski 1 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)




	Bears

	Jack Manders 17 yard field goal




	Bears

	Jack Manders 24 yard field goal




	Giants

	Ike Frankian 28 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ken Strong kick)




	Giants

	Ken Strong 42 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)




	Giants

	Ken Strong 11 yard rush




	Giants

	Ed Danowski 9 yard rush (Bo Molenda kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1935 NFL Championship Game
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The 1935 National Football League Championship game was the third National Football League (NFL) title game, held December 15 at University of Detroit Stadium (Titan Stadium) in Detroit, Michigan. The 1935 champion of the Western Division was the Detroit Lions (7–3–2) and the champion of the Eastern Division was the New York Giants (9–3). 

The Giants, coached by Steve Owen, were in their third straight title game and were defending champions, while the Lions (coached by George "Potsy" Clark) were in their first title game, three years removed from their nailbiting loss in the indoor 1932 NFL Playoff Game as the Portsmouth Spartans.

The weather in Detroit for the game was gray, wet, and windy, and the field at the University of Detroit's Titan Stadium was sloppy. The Lions took the opening kickoff and drove down field. They were helped by two long passing plays, including one from Gutowsky that hit Danowski, playing defense, in the chest and was caught by end Ed Klewicki. Gutowsky capped the 61-yard drive with a two-yard touchdown run and Presnell kicked the extra point for the 7-0 lead. After another Lions touchdown, the Lions had a 13-0 lead, but the Giants cut the lead to 6. However, two touchdowns in the fourth quarter sealed the 26-7 victory for the Lions, their first NFL Championship.



	12/15/1935

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	0

	7

	0

	0

	7




	Detroit Lions

	13

	0

	0

	13

	26






[image: 1935 NFL Championship Game Lions vs. Giants Program.... Football ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Ace Gutowsky 2 yard rush (Glenn Presnell kick)




	Lions

	Dutch Clark 40 yard rush




	Giants

	Ken Strong 42 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ken Strong kick)




	Lions

	Ernie Caddel 4 yard rush (Dutch Clark kick)




	Lions

	Buddy Parker 4 yard rush






Source: Wikipedia
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1936 NFL Championship Game
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Green Bay's mighty, dazzling air minded Packers mounted the throne of professional football at the Polo Grounds Sunday afternoon with a smashing 21 to 6 victory over the Boston Redskins.  It was a battle between champions of the western and eastern divisions of the league and paid off not only in that intangible thing called the "title" but also in a crack at the college all-stars in Chicago next September - and that means money.

With irresistible fury and a spectacular pass attack engineered by Arnie Herber the Packers literally overwhelmed their rivals from the city of beans and culture. Through most of the first half, which ended 7 to 6, it was very much a ball game, the kind everybody around here predicted it would be, but it was little more than a rout the second half. The deadly arrows with which these men of Lambeau almost literally shot their way into the western division championship also rained their death all over the field here and Boston couldn't do anything about it. Bedraggled and disorganized, the Redskins dragged themselves off the field at the finish, a thoroughly chastened ball club.

Despite the fact the game was played on neutral grounds, it attracted a paid attendance of 29,545 and a gate of $33,741. In rough estimates, each of the winning Packers, who voted to split their end into 30 shares, will receive about $250 for their day's work and each of the Redskins about $180. A perfect day for football, after almost a week of rain, helped bring out the crowd. The field, although it dried out under Sunday morning's sun, was heavy.

Herber hurled his arrows all over the field, tossing 23 of them in the course of the afternoon, and while he completed only nine, which is only an ordinary average for him, he and his receivers made the nine pay. The first touchdown was directly a result of a 40-yard pass, Herber to Hutson; the second was also directly the result of a pass, Herber to Gantenbein, and the third was scored after a series of passes had helped swing the play deep into Boston territory. Hutson scored the first touchdown, Gantenbein the second and Monnett the third.

[image: 1936 NFL Championship Game]The Packers scored their first touchdown in five minutes on one of their copyrighted dazzling pass plays, Herber to Hutson. A fumble by Riley Smith which Gordon recovered on Boston's 46-yard line gave them position and in three plays they hung up seven points. Sauer picked up only two at right tackle on the first and Hinkle only two at center on the second, but on the third down Herber faded back 10 yards, unfurled a forward pass that Hutson pulled in over his shoulder and the ball was home. Hutson with his beautiful change of pace, out-maneuvered Riley Smith in the race down the field and had a five-yard lead as he took the pass on the 15. The rest of the race to the goal was simple. Ernie Smith, with Herber holding, added the extra point on a placement.

At such a turn of affairs the highly keyed Redskins couldn't help but feel enraged and they quickly stepped out to even up matters. They took the kick-off, swapped punts and then with the ball on their own 22-yard line, after the exchange, drove 78 yards straight down the field. Rentner, on two digs at the line, first picked up 12 and a long, lazy pass, Irwin to Justice, picked up 32 more and brought the ball to Green Bay's 34. There was no stopping the men of Flaherty here and in seven more plays, they had their touchdown. A pass, Irwin to Millner picked up 10 yards, Battles and Irwin also added 10, and Rentner and Irwin on two more plays planted the ball on the two-yard line. Rentner needed only one more play to lug the ball home. With Rentner holding, Riley Smith missed the extra point - his first failure incidentally in the last 15 attempts.

With the ball on the 26 after the kick-off, Herber first passed down the middle to Gantenbein for 14 and then uncorked a 60-yard pass on first down that the irrepressible Johnny Blood took on the 10-yard line and carried to the four-yard line before Irwin forced him out of bounds. It was one of the grandest plays of the season. With the goal only four yards away, however, the Packers vainly pounded the Boston line and on fourth down still had the same four yards to go. But again they took to the air and with one deft shot, a short pass over the line, Herber to Gantenbein, they scored. Engebretsen added the extra point. It didn't take long, in a ball game that had taken this kind of turn, for the Packers to hang up touchdown No. 3. A punt of Riley Smith's that Evans blocked on the 20-yard line and that the fleet Hutson recovered on the two-yard line gave them position and in two plays they scored. On the first Hinkle rammed into center for one and on the second, with Boston massed to stop a similar charge, Monnett wheeled wide around left end for the touchdown. Smith again added the extra point.

[image: Program Cover from 1936 NFL Championship | Pro Football Hall of ...]The game here took on the proportions of a rout and the Packers quickly manufactured touchdown No. 4, although it didn't count because of a questionable offside. Gantenbein took a short pass in the flat and on a clever run, carried it 25 yards across the goal. Again, a few minutes later, the Packers got a first down in scoring zones when Ernie Smith blocked another of Riley Smith's kicks and Paulekas recovered on Boston's 14. But three times an inch or so spoiled a pass that might have paid and the Redskins got the ball.



	12/13/1936

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Boston Redskins

	0

	6

	0

	0

	6




	Green Bay Packers

	7

	0

	7

	7

	21






Scoring



	Team

	




	Packers

	Don Hutson 48 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Ernie Smith kick)




	Redskins

	Pug Rentner 2 yard rush




	Packers

	Milt Gantenbein 8 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Ernie Smith kick)




	Packers

	Bob Monnett 2 yard rush (Tiny Engebretsen kick)






Source: Packersnews.com
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1937 NFL Championship Game
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The 1937 National Football League Championship Game was the fifth championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held December 12 at Wrigley Field in Chicago with an attendance of 15,878. The game featured the Western Division champions Chicago Bears (9–1–1) and the Eastern Division champions Washington Redskins (8–3).

Prior to the 1937 season, Redskins owner George Preston Marshall moved the team from Boston to his hometown of Washington, D.C.. The Boston Redskins won the Eastern Division title the previous season, but attendances were very poor in Boston, which forced Marshall to move the 1936 NFL Championship Game from Fenway Park to the Polo Grounds in New York City. The Redskins selected quarterback Sammy Baugh from TCU in the first round of the 1937 NFL draft, and the rookie led the league in passing with a then-record 81 pass completions, and Redskins halfback Cliff Battles led the NFL in rushing with 874 yards.

The Bears had a nine-win season under head coach George Halas, the last for Bears great Bronko Nagurski (other than a brief, one-year return to the Bears in 1943). Baugh stated that the field conditions were, in his words "the worst field I ever saw. The field had been torn up the previous week, and it froze solid with jagged clods sticking up. I've never seen so many people get cut up in a football game.”  Learning from the "Sneakers" game of 1934, both teams were prepared with a supply of basketball shoes in case of slippery field conditions. The temperature at kickoff in Chicago was 24 °F.

The Redskins scored first when Baugh led the team down to the Chicago 7-yard line, where he slipped the ball to Battles on a reverse for the game's first touchdown. The Bears came back, however, as halfback Jack Manders scored the next fourteen points for the Bears: a touchdown run, a touchdown pass reception, and two extra points. Chicago led 14–7 at halftime. 

Baugh took over in the second half, mixing short and long passes, shredding the Bears defense. (Baugh would finish the game 18-for-33 passing, for 335 yards; he had led the league in 1937 with an average of 102.5 yards passing per game.) Even using five defensive linemen (most teams used six at the time) and a sixth defensive back, the Bears could not stop the Redskins passing attack. In the fourth quarter, the score was tied 21–21, before Baugh threw a 35-yard touchdown strike to Redskins wingback Ed Justice to take the lead for good, 28–21. An expected attendance of 40,000 was not reached due the week's poor weather, which kept it under 16,000. Each player on the winning Redskins team received $225, while the Bears received $127 each.



	12/12/1937

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Washington Redskins

	7

	0

	7

	14

	28




	Chicago Bears

	7

	7

	7

	0

	21






Scoring



	Team

	




	Redskins

	Cliff Battles 7 yard rush (Riley Smith kick)




	Bears

	Jack Manders 10 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)




	Bears

	Jack Manders 37 yard pass from Bernie Masterson (Jack Manders kick)




	Redskins

	Wayne Millner 55 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)




	Bears

	Eggs Manske 4 yard pass from Bernie Masterson (Jack Manders kick)




	Redskins

	Wayne Millner 78 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)




	Redskins

	Ed Justice 35 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)






Source: Wikipedia



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1938 NFL Championship Game
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The 1938 National Football League Championship Game was the sixth championship game played in the National Football League (NFL). It was played on December 11 at the Polo Grounds in New York City, with an attendance of 48,120, a record crowd for a title game. 

The game matched the New York Giants (8–2–1), champions of the Eastern Division, against the Western Division champion Green Bay Packers (8–3–0). The Giants had won the regular season game with Green Bay 15–3 at the Polo Grounds three weeks earlier on November 20, but Green Bay was without hall of fame end Don Hutson; there was no clear favorite for the title game. 

This was the Giants' fourth championship game appearance, their previous victory was in the famous "Sneakers game" of 1934 and they were runners-up in 1933 and 1935. It was the Packers' second trip, winning in 1936. New York also won the 1927 NFL title when the championship was awarded to the team with the best season record. Green Bay had similarly won three straight league titles in 1929, 1930, and 1931.

After trailing two points at halftime, Green Bay took the lead in the third quarter with a short field goal, but New York responded with a touchdown and held on through a scoreless fourth quarter to win, 23–17. With the victory, the Giants became the first team to win two championship games since the league split into two divisions in 1933. The two teams met again in the title game the following year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with different results.

The victory earned each winning Giant player $504 and each Packer $368.



	12/11/1938

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Green Bay Packers

	0

	14

	3

	0

	17




	New York Giants

	9

	7

	7

	0

	23






[image: 1938 NFL Championship Game]Scoring



	Team

	




	Giants

	Ward Cuff 14 yard field goal




	Giants

	Tuffy Leemans 6 yard rush




	Packers

	Carl Mulleneaux 40 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Tiny Engebretsen kick)




	Giants

	Charles Barnard 21 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ward Cuff kick)




	Packers

	Clarke Hinkle 1 yard rush (Tiny Engebretsen kick)




	Packers

	Tiny Engebretsen 15 yard field goal




	Giants

	Hank Soar 23 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ward Cuff kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1939 NFL Championship Game
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The 1939 National Football League Championship Game was the seventh league championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held on December 10 at Wisconsin State Fair Park in West Allis, Wisconsin, a suburb west of Milwaukee.

The New York Giants (9–1–1) were the defending champions and traveled west to Wisconsin to play the Western Division champion Green Bay Packers (9–2). The teams had met in the previous year's title game in New York City, which the Giants won by six points, but did not play each other in the 1939 regular season. For the title game in Wisconsin, the Packers were favored by ten points. 

The host Packers scored a touchdown in the first quarter and led 7–0 at halftime. They dominated in the second half to win 27–0 and secure their fifth title—two more than any other franchise. At the time, it was the highest attended sporting event in the Milwaukee area. 

The "Dairy Bowl" football stadium was dedicated at halftime with the breaking of a bottle of milk. On hand were Governor Julian Heil and Mayor Daniel Hoan of Milwaukee.

The Packers moved the game from Green Bay to the larger metropolitan area of Milwaukee in hopes of increasing attendance; 32,279 paid to watch. The gross gate receipts of $83,510.35 set a new record. 

The title game tickets went on sale at noon on Monday, six days before the game, in both Green Bay and Milwaukee and were nearly sold out in the first 24 hours. Face value prices ranged from $1.10 to $4.40 per seat.

The gate was distributed as follows:


	The Packers took $23,231.06 and the players each received $703.97 ($23,231.01 total)

	The Giants received $15,487.37 and their 34 players each got $455.57 ($15,489.38)





	12/10/1939

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0




	Green Bay Packers

	(-10.0)

	7

	0

	10

	10

	27






[image: 1939 NFL Championship Game]Scoring



	Team

	




	Packers

	Milt Gantenbein 7 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Tiny Engebretsen kick)




	Packers

	Tiny Engebretsen 29 yard field goal




	Packers

	Joe Laws 31 yard pass from Cecil Isbell (Tiny Engebretsen kick)




	Packers

	Ernie Smith 42 yard field goal




	Packers

	Ed Jankowski 1 yard rush (Ernie Smith kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1940 NFL Championship Game
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The 1940 National Football League Championship Game, was the eighth title game of the National Football League (NFL), played at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C. on December 8, with a sellout capacity attendance of 36,034. 

The Chicago Bears (8–3) of the Western Division met the Washington Redskins (9–2), champions of the Eastern Division. Neither team had played in the title game since 1937, when the Redskins won a close game at Chicago's Wrigley Field. For this game in Washington, the Bears entered as slight favorites. The Bears scored eleven touchdowns and won 73–0, the most one-sided victory in NFL history. The game was broadcast on radio by Mutual Broadcasting System, the first NFL title game broadcast nationwide.

Washington had defeated Chicago 7–3 in a regular season game three weeks earlier in Washington. After the contest, Redskins owner George Preston Marshall told reporters that the Bears were crybabies and quitters when the going got tough. As the Bears prepared for the rematch, Chicago head Coach George Halas fired up his team by showing them newspaper articles containing Marshall's comments.

The Bears controlled the game right from the start, using the T formation as their primary offensive strategy. On their second play from scrimmage, running back Bill Osmanski ran 68 yards for a touchdown. Washington then marched to the Chicago 26-yard line on their ensuing drive, but wide receiver Charlie Malone dropped a sure touchdown pass in the end zone that would have tied the game. The field goal attempt on 4th down was missed as well. Later in the first quarter, Bears quarterback Sid Luckman scored on a 1-yard touchdown run to increase the lead 14–0. On their third drive, Joe Maniaci ran 42 yards for the Bears' third touchdown of the game.

[image: Chicago Bears blow out Washington 73-0 in 1940 to win NFL title in ...]The Bears held a 28–0 halftime lead and then continued to crush the Redskins, scoring 45 points during the second half. After Halas took the team's starters out, the backup players continued to pile on the points. The Bears ended up recording 501 total yards on offense, 382 total rushing yards, and 8 interceptions—returning 3 for touchdowns, all in the third quarter. So many footballs were kicked into the stands after touchdowns that officials asked Halas to run or pass for the point after touchdown on the last two touchdowns 

This game also marked the last time that an NFL player (Bears end Dick Plasman) played without a helmet. Reportedly, after the final gun went off, a sports writer jokingly yelled, "Marshall just shot himself!" Marshall's only statement to the press was, "We needed a 50 man line against their power." Redskins quarterback Sammy Baugh was interviewed after the game, and a sportswriter asked him whether the game would have been different had Malone not dropped the tying touchdown pass. Baugh reportedly quipped, "Sure. The final score would have been 73–7."

As of 2019, Chicago's 73 points is the most scored by one team in any NFL game, regular season or postseason. The net gate receipts from the sellout were over $102,000, a record, and each Bear player received $874 while each Redskin saw $606



	12/8/1940

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	(-1.0)

	21

	7

	26

	19

	73




	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Bill Osmanski 68 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)




	Bears

	Sid Luckman 1 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Joe Maniaci 42 yard rush (Phil Martinovich kick)




	Bears

	Ken Kavanaugh 30 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Hampton Pool 15 yard interception return (Dick Plasman kick)




	Bears

	Ray Nolting 23 yard rush




	Bears

	George McAfee 34 yard interception return (Joe Stydahar kick)




	Bears

	Bulldog Turner 24 yard interception return




	Bears

	Harry Clarke 44 yard rush




	Bears

	Gary Famiglietti 2 yard rush (Joe Maniaci pass from Solly Sherman)




	Bears

	Harry Clarke 1 yard rush (pass failed)






Source: Wikipedia
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1941 Western Conference Playoff Game
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Prior to the title game, the Western Division champion needed to be determined. The defending NFL champion Chicago Bears (10–1) had ended the regular season on December 7 tied with the Green Bay Packers (10–1), the 1939 NFL champions. The two had split their season series in 1941, with the road teams winning, so the tiebreaker was the first-ever divisional playoff game in the NFL, played on December 14 at Wrigley Field.

The Packers had completed their regular season on November 30 and the playoff game was sold out by Tuesday, December 9, at over 46,484, with over 10,000 seats to Packer fans. Chicago was favored, and attendance on game day was slightly lower than capacity at 43,425, the week after Pearl Harbor. The Bears jumped to a 30–7 halftime lead under clear skies and 16 °F temperatures and easily won, 33–14.

The Bears were led by Hugh “Duke” Gallarneau, who returned a punt 81 yards for a touchdown and Norm Standlee who scored twice on short touchdown runs in the 2nd quarter.



	12/14/1941

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Green Bay Packers

	7

	0

	7

	0

	14




	Chicago Bears

	6

	24

	0

	3

	33






[image: SportsBlog :: All Funked Up :: Bears & Packers Play First NFL ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Packers

	Clarke Hinkle 1 yard rush (Don Hutson kick)




	Bears

	Hugh Gallarneau 81 yard punt return




	Bears

	Bob Snyder 24 yard field goal




	Bears

	Norm Standlee 3 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)




	Bears

	Norm Standlee 2 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)




	Bears

	Bob Swisher 9 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)




	Packers

	Hal Van Every 10 yard pass from Cecil Isbell (Don Hutson kick)




	Bears

	Bob Snyder 26 yard field goal






Source: Wikipedia
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1941 NFL Championship Game
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The 1941 National Football League Championship Game was the ninth annual championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held at Wrigley Field in Chicago on December 21. Played two weeks after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the attendance was 13,341, the smallest ever to see an NFL title game.

Both the Bears and Giants were making their fifth appearances in the title game, and each had two victories. It was the third time the two teams matched up in the big game; the home teams had won both: the Bears in 1933 and the Giants in 1934. The Bears were favored by two touchdowns and 35,000 were expected to attend. The game time temperature was an unseasonably warm 47 °F. 

The hometown Bears kicked three field goals in the first half to lead 9–6 at the intermission. The Giants took the opening drive of the second half down to the five, but settled for a short field goal to tie the score. Chicago dominated the rest of the second half with four unanswered touchdowns and won 37–9. 

The Bears became the first team in the NFL championship game era (since 1933) to win consecutive titles; it was the franchise's fifth league title

Ray "Scooter" McLean elected to drop kick the extra point on the last touchdown, the last successful drop kick in the NFL for 64 years. Doug Flutie of the New England Patriots kicked one in his final regular season game, in the fourth quarter of the last game of the 2005 regular season on January 1, 2006.

With the extremely low attendance, the net gate receipts were a record low, under $42,000. Each Bear player received $431 while each Giant saw $288, less than half of the previous year. Ticket prices were $4.40 for the grandstand and $2.20 for bleachers.

Two players in the game, back Young Bussey of the Bears and end Jack Lummus of the Giants, were killed in action three years later in World War II, in early 1945. Navy lieutenant Bussey died in the Invasion of Lingayen Gulf in the Philippines and Marine lieutenant Lummus was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for valor at the Battle of Iwo Jima.



	12/21/1941

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	
	6

	0

	3

	0

	9




	Chicago Bears

	(-14.0)

	3

	6

	14

	14

	37






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Bob Snyder 14 yard field goal




	Giants

	George Franck 31 yard pass from Tuffy Leemans




	Bears

	Bob Snyder 39 yard field goal




	Bears

	Bob Snyder 37 yard field goal




	Giants

	Ward Cuff 16 yard field goal




	Bears

	Norm Standlee 2 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Norm Standlee 7 yard rush (Joe Maniaci kick)




	Bears

	George McAfee 5 yard rush (Lee Artoe kick)




	Bears

	Ken Kavanaugh 42 yard fumble return (Ray McLean kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1942 NFL Championship Game
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The 1942 National Football League Championship Game was the tenth title game of the National Football League (NFL), played at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C. on December 13, with a sellout capacity attendance of 36,006. It matched the undefeated Western Division champion Chicago Bears (11–0) and the Eastern Division champion Washington Redskins (10–1). The Bears were co-coached by Hunk Anderson and Luke Johnsos (after George Halas had entered the U.S. Navy) and led on the field by quarterback Sid Luckman. The Redskins were led by head coach Ray Flaherty and quarterback Sammy Baugh.

[image: Sports | Enemy in the Mirror]Chicago had won easily in the summer exhibition game with Washington, but the teams had not met during the 1942 regular season. The Bears were aiming for their third consecutive league title and were favored by three touchdowns, but were upset 14–6 by the home underdog Redskins. 

Tickets were sold out three weeks in advance, and some were being resold for up to fifty dollars. This was the second and final NFL title game played at Griffith Stadium and in the city of Washington. The two teams met on the same site two years earlier with a far different result, as the visiting Bears won in a 73–0 rout.

The gate receipts from the sellout were over $113,000, a record, and each Redskin player received about $976 while each Bear saw about $639.



	12/13/1942

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	(-21.0)

	0

	6

	0

	0

	6




	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	7

	7

	0

	14






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Lee Artoe 50 yard fumble return




	Redskins

	Wilbur Moore 38 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1943 Eastern Conference Playoff Game
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The Eastern Conference Playoff game, the Redskins defeated the New York Giants at the Polo Grounds in a playoff game by a score of 28–0 to determine the champs of the east, after the teams ended the regular season with identical records. The Redskins had dropped their final three regular season games, including two to the Giants. Even though the Giants had swept the season series with Washington, the rules of the time called for a tiebreaker game.

Andrew Farkas led the Redskins with 3 rushing touchdowns. Quarterback “Slinging” Sammy Baugh completed 16-21-199 yards and a touchdown pass to Ted Lapka.



	12/19/1943

	
	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	14

	0

	14

	28




	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0






[image: https://www.bigblueinteractive.com/wp-content/uploads/Washington-Redskins-at-New-York-Giants-December-5-1943-1024x835.jpeg]Scoring



	Team

	




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 2 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 2 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)




	Redskins

	Ted Lapka 11 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1943 NFL Championship Game
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The 1943 National Football League Championship Game was the 11th annual title game of the National Football League (NFL), held at Wrigley Field in Chicago on December 26 with an attendance of 34,320. In a rematch of the previous year's game, the Western Division champion Chicago Bears (8–1–1) met the Eastern Division champion Washington Redskins (6–3–1).

The divisional playoff game pushed the championship game back to its latest ever date, and the late-December Chicago weather caused the game to be dubbed the "Ice Bowl.” The Bears were favored by a touchdown, and won by twenty points, 41–21. 

The crowd was smaller than the previous year's and well off the championship game record of 48,120 set in 1938, but the gross gate receipts of $120,500 set a record. In addition to the gate, radio broadcast rights to the game were sold for $5,000. 

The Bears were led by quarterback Sid Luckman while Sammy Baugh was the quarterback for the Redskins. The Redskins were coached by Dutch Bergman.

Bears Quarterback Sid Luckman led the way completing 15-27-286 yards and 5 touchdown passes.  Harry Clarke and Dante Magnani each caught two touchdown passes for the Bears.  Magnani caught four passes for 122 yards.  Redskins quarterback Sammy Baugh threw two touchdown passes.  Wilbur Moore caught five passes for 108 yards for the Redskins.  Andy Farkas scored two touchdowns, 1 rushing and 1 receiving.

The Chicago win marked the franchise's third championship in four seasons, their fourth since the institution of the NFL Championship Game in 1933, and their sixth championship overall.

Each player on the Bears took home $1,135 while each member of the Redskins got $754.



	12/26/1943

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	7

	7

	7

	21




	Chicago Bears

	(-7.0)

	0

	14

	13

	14

	41






Scoring



	Team

	




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)




	Bears

	Harry Clarke 31 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Bronko Nagurski 3 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Dante Magnani 36 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Dante Magnani 66 yard pass from Sid Luckman




	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 17 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)




	Bears

	Jim Benton 26 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)




	Bears

	Harry Clarke 10 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)




	Redskins

	Joe Aguirre 25 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Joe Aguirre kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1944 NFL Championship Game
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The 1944 National Football League Championship Game was the 12th National Football League (NFL) title game. The game was played on December 17 at the Polo Grounds in New York City, and the attendance was 46,016. The game featured the Green Bay Packers (8–2), champions of the Western Division versus the Eastern Division champion New York Giants (8–1–1). 

The Packers were led by longtime head coach Curly Lambeau and its stars were running back Ted Fritsch, end Don Hutson, and quarterback Irv Comp. The Giants were led by head coach Steve Owen. They also had running back Bill Paschal and former Packers quarterback Arnie Herber as well as a dominant defense. The Packers were slight favorites, despite the Giants' 24–0 shutout win four weeks earlier. Prior to the game, the Packers had spent over a week preparing in Charlottesville, Virginia. The Packers completed their regular season on November 26, the Giants on December 10.

Green Bay scored two touchdowns in the second quarter then yielded one early in the fourth to win 14-7 for their sixth and final league title under Lambeau, their first since 1939. Joe Laws led the Packers with 74 yards on 13 carries.  Giants quarterback Arnie Herber completed 8-22-117 yards, but threw 4 interceptions.

The Packers did not return to the title game for 16 years, and won the following year in 1961, the first of five titles in seven seasons in the 1960s under head coach Vince Lombardi.

The players' shares were the highest to date: each Packer player received about $1,500 while each Giant saw about $900.



	12/17/1944

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Green Bay Packers

	(-1.0)

	0

	14

	0

	0

	14




	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	7

	7






[image: 1944 NFL Championship Game]Scoring



	Team

	




	Packers

	Ted Fritsch 1 yard rush (Don Hutson kick)




	Packers

	Ted Fritsch 28 yard pass from Irv Comp (Don Hutson kick)




	Giants

	Ward Cuff 1 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1945 NFL Championship Game
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The 1945 National Football League Championship Game was the 13th National Football League (NFL) championship game. The Cleveland Rams defeated the Washington Redskins, 15–14, at Cleveland Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio, on December 16. 

This was the last game before the Rams moved west to Los Angeles, California. One play which provided the Rams' margin of victory led to a significant rule change in professional football. Additionally, it was the coldest NFL championship game up to that time, with a temperature of −8 °F.

In the first quarter, the Redskins had the ball at their own 5-yard line. Dropping back into the end zone, quarterback Sammy Baugh threw, but the ball hit the goal post (which at the time were on the goal line instead of at the back of the end zone) and bounced back to the ground in the end zone. Under the rules at the time, this was ruled as a safety and thus gave the Rams a 2–0 lead. 

In the second quarter, Baugh suffered bruised ribs and was replaced by Frank Filchock. Filchock threw a 38-yard touchdown pass to Steve Bagarus to give the Redskins a 7–2 lead. But the Rams scored just before halftime when rookie quarterback Bob Waterfield threw a 37-yard touchdown pass to Jim Benton. Waterfield's ensuing extra point was partially blocked, with the ball teetering on the crossbar, but it dropped over to give Cleveland a 9–7 lead. 

In the third quarter, the Rams increased their lead when Jim Gillette scored on a 44-yard touchdown reception, but this time the extra point was missed. The Redskins then came back to cut their deficit to 15–14 with Bob Seymour's 8-yard touchdown catch from Filchock. In the fourth quarter, Washington kicker Joe Aguirre missed two field goals attempts, of 46 and 31 yards, that could have won the game. But it was the safety that proved to be the margin of victory. Redskins owner George Preston Marshall was so upset with the outcome that he became a major force in passing the following major rule change after the season: A forward pass that strikes the goal posts is automatically ruled incomplete. This rule, which eventually became known as the "Baugh/Marshall Rule", remained in effect until 1974 when the moving of the goalposts back to the end line made it impossible to hit the goal posts with a legal forward pass, and thus made the rule dead letter.

Frank Filchock completed 8-14-172 yards and threw two touchdown passes for the Redskins. For the Rams, running back Jim Gillette rushed for 101 yards on 17 carries.  Quarterback Bob Waterfield completed 14-27-192 yards and threw two touchdown passes.

Total revenue generated by the championship game totaled $164,542, which included $15,081 for radio broadcast rights, a new record. Of this total, $95,261 was allotted to the players, resulting of winners' shares of about $1,409 per player for the victorious Rams and $902 per player for the losing Redskins.



	12/16/1945

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Washington Redskins

	0

	7

	7

	0

	14




	Cleveland Rams

	2

	7

	6

	0

	15






Scoring



	Team

	




	Rams

	Safety, Baughs pass hit goal post




	Redskins

	Steve Bagarus 38 yard pass from Frank Filchock (Joe Aguirre kick)




	Rams

	Jim Benton 37 yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Jim Gillette 44 yard pass from Bob Waterfield




	Redskins

	Bob Seymour 8 yard pass from Frank Filchock (Joe Aguirre kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1946 NFL Championship Game
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The 1946 National Football League Championship Game was the 14th annual championship game of the National Football League (NFL), played December 15 at the Polo Grounds in New York City, with a record-breaking attendance of 58,346. 

[image: 1946 NFL Championship Game]The game matched the New York Giants (7–3–1), champions of the Eastern Division, against the Western Division champion Chicago Bears (8–2–1). The Giants had won the regular season game 14–0 at the Polo Grounds seven weeks earlier on October 27, but the Bears were seven to ten point favorites. This was the fifth and final NFL Championship game played at the Polo Grounds and the fourth of six meetings between the Bears and Giants in the title game. Tied after three quarters, Chicago won 24–14 for their seventh NFL title, their fifth victory in eight NFL championship game appearances. The attendance record stood for another nine years, until the 1955 title game in Los Angeles.

Bears quarterback Sid Luckman completed 9-22-144 yards and one touchdown pass and ran for one touchdown.  Dante Magnani returned an interception 19 yards for a touchdown.  Giants quarterback Frank Filchock completed 9-26-128 yards.  Filchock threw 6 interceptions (see bribery scandal below), with Magnani and George McAfee each picking off two.

Bribery scandal

The day before the game, two players for the Giants, Frank Filchock and Merle Hapes, had been accused of taking bribes to fix the game from Alvin Paris. Mayor William O'Dwyer had Jack Mara, Wellington Mara and Bert Bell informed of the police evidence against the two. Hours later, the four then met at Gracie Mansion and the mayor interviewed the players one at a time. Under questioning, Hapes admitted that he was offered a bribe and Filchock denied being offered it. Several hours later, Paris was arrested and confessed to bribing the players. Hapes was suspended by Bell, but Filchock was allowed to play. During Paris' trial weeks later, Filchock admitting taking the bribe under oath.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and picture rights, was just under $283,000. Each player on the winning Bear team received $1,975, while Giants players made $1,295 each.



	12/15/1946

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	(-7.0)

	14

	0

	0

	10

	24




	New York Giants

	
	7

	0

	7

	0

	14






Scoring



	Team

	




	Bears

	Ken Kavanaugh 21 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Frank Maznicki kick)




	Bears

	Dante Magnani 19 yard interception return (Frank Maznicki kick)




	Giants

	Frank Liebel 38 yard pass from Frank Filchock (Ken Strong kick)




	Giants

	Steve Filipowicz 5 yard pass from Frank Filchock (Ken Strong kick)




	Bears

	Sid Luckman 19 yard rush (Frank Maznicki kick)




	Bears

	Frank Maznicki 26 yard field goal






Source: Wikipedia
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1947 Eastern Conference Playoff Game
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The 1947 National Football League season resulted in a tie for the Eastern Division title between the Philadelphia Eagles and Pittsburgh Steelers; both finished the regular season at 8–4, requiring a one-game playoff. They had split their two-game series in the season, with the home teams prevailing; the Steelers won by eleven on October 19, while the Eagles carded a 21–0 shutout on November 30 at Shibe Park. 

The Steelers and Detroit Lions opened their seasons a week before the rest of the ten-team league on September 21, and completed their schedules on December 7. Philadelphia needed a win over the visiting Green Bay Packers on December 14 to force a playoff the following week, and won by fourteen points. 

This division playoff game, the Steelers' sole postseason appearance until 1972, was played on December 21 at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh. Scoring touchdowns in each of the first three quarters, the Eagles posted another 21–0 shutout to win the East title and advanced to the championship game in Chicago.



	12/21/1947

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Philadelphia Eagles

	7

	7

	7

	0

	21




	Pittsburgh Steelers

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0






Scoring



	Team

	




	Eagles

	Steve Van Buren 15 yard pass from Tommy Thompson (Cliff Patton kick)




	Eagles

	Jack Ferrante 28 yard pass from Tommy Thompson (Cliff Patton kick)




	Eagles

	Bosh Pritchard 79 yard punt return (Cliff Patton kick)
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1947 NFL Championship Game
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The 1947 National Football League Championship Game was the 15th annual National Football League (NFL) championship game, held December 28 at Comiskey Park in Chicago. The attendance was 30,759, well below capacity. 

The game featured the Western Division champion Chicago Cardinals (9–3) and the Eastern Division champion Philadelphia Eagles (8–4). A week earlier, the Eagles defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers 21–0 in a tiebreaker playoff to determine the Eastern winner. Both the Eagles and Cardinals were making their first appearances in the championship game. The Cardinals had won the regular season meeting in Philadelphia three weeks earlier by 24 points and after a week off, were 12-point favorites to win the title game at home. 

This was the second NFL title game played after Christmas Day, and the latest to date. Scheduled for December 21, it was pushed back due to the Eastern division playoff. The temperature at kickoff was 29 °F. 

[image: Cardinals vs Eagles 1947 NFL Championship Game. | From the b… | Flickr]The Cardinals built a 14–0 lead in the second quarter, then the teams traded touchdowns. The Eagles closed the gap to 28–21 with five minutes to go, but the Cardinals controlled the ball the rest of the game on an extended drive to win the title. This was the only NFL title game played at Comiskey Park and remains as the Cardinals' only win. The two teams returned for a rematch in 1948 in Philadelphia, but the Eagles won in a snowstorm. The Cardinals have not won a league championship since this one, over seven decades ago, the longest drought in the NFL. They made it to Super Bowl XLIII in the 2008 season representing Arizona, but lost to the Pittsburgh Steelers.

The Cardinals' win kept the NFL title within the city of Chicago; the north end's Bears had won the previous season. This was the Cardinals' last playoff win as a franchise until January 1999; at 51 years and five days, it was the longest post-season win drought in NFL history. They relocated to St. Louis as the St. Louis Cardinals in 1960 and Arizona as the Phoenix Cardinals in 1988 (changing their name to Arizona Cardinals in 1994).

Each player on the Cardinals received $1,132, while the losing Eagles got $754.



	12/28/1947

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Philadelphia Eagles

	
	0

	7

	7

	7

	21




	Chicago Cardinals

	(-12.0)

	7

	7

	7

	7

	28






Scoring



	Team

	




	Cardinals

	Charley Trippi 44 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Cardinals

	Elmer Angsman 70 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Eagles

	Pat McHugh 53 yard pass from Tommy Thompson (Cliff Patton kick)




	Cardinals

	Charley Trippi 75 yard punt return (Pat Harder kick)




	Eagles

	Steve Van Buren 1 yard rush (Cliff Patton kick)




	Cardinals

	Elmer Angsman 70 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Eagles

	Russ Craft 1 yard rush (Cliff Patton kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1948 NFL Championship Game {“The Philly Blizzard”}
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The 1948 National Football League Championship Game was the 16th title game of the National Football League (NFL), played at Shibe Park in Philadelphia on December 19. 

The game was a rematch of the previous year's title game between the defending champion Chicago Cardinals (11–1), champions of the Western Division and the Philadelphia Eagles (9–2–1), champions of the Eastern Division. The Cardinals were slight favorites, at 3½ points. 

It was the first NFL championship game to be televised and due to heavy snowfall, the grounds crew needed the help of players from both teams to remove the tarp from the field. The opening kickoff was delayed a half-hour until 2 p.m., and three extra officials were called into service to assist with out-of-bounds calls. The stadium lights were on for the entire game. 

The Eagles won their first NFL title with a 7–0 win; it was the first title for Philadelphia since 1926, when the Frankford Yellow Jackets won the league title. The game was played in Philadelphia during a significant snowstorm. Bert Bell, the NFL commissioner (and former Eagles owner), had considered postponing the game, but the players for both teams wanted to play the game. The snow began at daybreak and by kickoff the accumulation was 4 inches at a temperature of 27 °F. The paid attendance for the game was 36,309, but the actual turnout at Shibe Park was 28,864. 

[image: 1948 NFL Championship Game - Freeze Frames: Cold-Weather NFL ...]It was a scoreless game until early in the fourth quarter when, after Chicago had fumbled in their own end of the field, the Eagles recovered the fumble that set up Steve Van Buren's five yard touchdown at 1:05 into the fourth quarter. The game ended with the Eagles deep in Chicago territory. Eagles head coach Greasy Neale gave a majority of the credit for the win to veteran quarterback Tommy Thompson. 

With only five pass completions on 23 attempts for both teams, the game was completed in two hours and two minutes. The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just under $224,000. Each player on the winning Eagles team received $1,540, while Cardinals players made $879 each.

This game was the Cardinals' last appearance in any NFL Championship game for over sixty years, until Super Bowl XLIII in February 2009. The Cardinals had to beat the Eagles in the 2008 NFC Championship Game to get to the Super Bowl. This game remains the second lowest scoring postseason game in NFL history, eclipsed only by the Dallas Cowboys' 5-0 win over the Detroit Lions in 1970.



	12/16/1948

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Cardinals

	(-3.5)

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0




	Philadelphia Eagles

	
	0

	0

	0

	7

	7






Scoring



	Team

	



	Eagles

	Steve Van Buren 5 yard rush (Cliff Patton kick)
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1949 NFL Championship Game
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The 1949 National Football League Championship Game was the 17th title game for the National Football League (NFL), played on December 18 at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles, California. It is remembered for the driving rain that caused the field to become a mud pit. Its paid attendance was 27,980, with only 22,245 in the stadium. 

The game featured the Eastern Division champion Philadelphia Eagles (11–1), the defending NFL champions, against the Los Angeles Rams (8–2–2), winners of the Western Division. This was the first NFL title game played in the western United States. The Rams had last appeared in a title game in 1945, a victory and the franchise's final game in Cleveland.

[image: 1949 NFL Championship Game]The Eagles were favored by a touchdown, and won 14–0 for their second consecutive shutout in the title game. Running back Steve Van Buren rushed for 196 yards on 31 carries for the Eagles and their defense held the Rams to just 21 yards on the ground. 

Philadelphia head coach Earle "Greasy" Neale did not like to fly, so the Eagles traveled to the West Coast by train. On the way west, they stopped in Illinois for a workout at Stagg Field at the University of Chicago on Wednesday morning.

The Eagles players earned $1,090 each and the Rams got $789, about one-third of what was expected with fair weather. Anticipating 70,000 or more in attendance and a large payoff from the gate, the players and owners wanted to postpone the game for a week, but were overridden by Commissioner Bert Bell, reached at home in Philadelphia. Ticket prices were five dollars between the goal lines and $3.60 elsewhere. 

This was the first NFL game which was broadcast on television, although only on the West Coast, under the auspices of Bell. The traditional 60–40 player bonus for playing in a championship game was augmented by $14,000 (presently, $150,436) from the NFL. Although sources are unclear, a source writes the NFL received $20,000 (presently, $214,909) from the broadcasting rights



	12/18/1949

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Philadelphia Eagles

	(-7.0)

	0

	7

	7

	0

	14




	Los Angeles Rams

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0






Scoring



	Team

	




	Eagles

	Pete Pihos 31 yard pass from Tommy Thompson (Cliff Patton kick)




	Eagles

	Leo Skladany 2 yard blocked punt return (Cliff Patton kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1950 American Conference Playoff Game
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[image: 1950 Giants at Browns Playoff Game - YouTube]In Cleveland against the Giants, the Browns won a low-scoring game in freezing conditions on two field goals by placekicker Lou Groza and a late-game safety. Cleveland and New York met in Cleveland on a frozen field as a stiff wind gusted through the stadium. Cleveland drove deep into New York's territory in the first quarter, but a stop by the Giants led to a Lou Groza field goal that put the Browns up 3–0. The game was a defensive struggle through the middle periods. Neither team scored again until the fourth quarter, when Giants quarterback Charlie Conerly led a drive to the Cleveland 36-yard line. From there, Conerly handed the ball to back Gene "Choo Choo" Roberts, who sprinted outside the right of the line and appeared headed for a touchdown. Cleveland linebacker Bill Willis chased him down and tackled him at the 4-yard line, however. Bob McChesney then caught a pass from Conerly in the end zone for an apparent touchdown on third down, but it was called back on an offside penalty. Cleveland's Tommy James intercepted Conerly's pass on the next play, but the Browns were called for holding, negating the turnover. The Giants got a new set of downs, but were unable to score a touchdown. A penalty sent them back to the 13-yard line, from where Randy Clay kicked a field goal to tie the score. On the Browns' ensuing drive, coach Paul Brown decided to switch strategies and focus on quarterback keeper plays, calculating that the Giants would be unprepared for runs by Otto Graham. Cleveland advanced to New York's 22-yard line thanks to 45 yards of rushing by Graham, which set up a 28-yard field goal that gave the Browns a 6–3 lead. On the Giants' final possession as time ran out, Martin tackled Conerly in his own end zone, resulting in a safety and making the final score 8–3.The Browns and Giants had only 91 combined passing yards during the game



	12/17/1950

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	0

	0

	0

	3

	3




	Cleveland Browns

	3

	0

	0

	5

	8






Scoring



	Team

	Detail





	Browns

	Lou Groza 11 yard field goal




	Giants

	Randy Clay 20 yard field goal




	Browns

	Lou Groza 28 yard field goal




	Browns

	Safety, Conerly tackled in end zone by Willis
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1950 National Conference Playoff Game
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The Rams beat the Bears in 92-degree heat in Los Angeles, thanks largely to a strong performance by quarterback Bob Waterfield, who threw three touchdowns to end Tom Fears. The results set up a championship matchup between the Browns and Rams. The Browns won the game 30–28 on a Groza field goal with 28 seconds to play.

The Bears and Rams faced off at Los Angeles Coliseum in 92-degree heat. The scoring began with a 43-yard field goal by Los Angeles quarterback Bob Waterfield in the first quarter, putting the Rams ahead 3–0. Chicago responded early in the second quarter with a 65-yard drive on eight plays, capped by a 22-yard touchdown run by Al Campana. The Bears' lead was short-lived, however. Waterfield threw two touchdown passes to end Tom Fears later in the second quarter, putting the Rams ahead 17–7 at halftime. The Rams pulled away with a third touchdown pass to Fears in the third quarter. Chicago tried to mount a comeback at the end of the game, but could only manage one touchdown, a 4-yard rush by halfback Fred "Curly" Morrison. The Los Angeles defense stopped the Bears on another fourth-quarter drive that reached the Rams' 2-yard line. Following the stop, a fight broke out at midfield between Chicago's George Blanda and the Rams' Dan Tolwer, leading to a bench-clearing fight that officials and coaches had to break up. The game ended shortly thereafter with the Rams ahead 24–14. Waterfield threw for 280 yards on 14 completions, while Chicago quarterback Johnny Lujack had only 198 yards on 14 completions. While Los Angeles was not known for its defense, it stopped Chicago on two long drives that could have gone for touchdowns. The win was an important one for Joe Stydahar, the Rams' head coach. He was in his first year coaching the Rams, and was going up against Bears coach George Halas, whom he had played [image: Chicago Bears linebacker George Connor stiff arming a Los Angeles ...]under for several years.



	12/17/1950

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	0

	7

	0

	7

	14




	Los Angeles Rams

	3

	14

	7

	0

	24






Scoring



	Team

	




	Rams

	Bob Waterfield 43 yard field goal




	Bears

	Al Campana 23 yard rush (Johnny Lujack kick)




	Rams

	Tom Fears 43 yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Tom Fears 68 yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Tom Fears 27 yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Bears

	Fred Morrison 4 yard rush (Johnny Lujack kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1950 NFL Championship Game
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The 1950 National Football League Championship Game was the 18th National Football League (NFL) title game, played on Sunday, December 24 at Cleveland Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio. In their first NFL season after four years in the rival All-America Football Conference, the Cleveland Browns defeated the Los Angeles Rams, 30–28. The championship was the first of three won by Cleveland in the 1950s under head coach Paul Brown behind an offense that featured quarterback Otto Graham, fullback Marion Motley, and ends Dante Lavelli and Mac Speedie.

Cleveland began the season with a win against the Philadelphia Eagles, who had won the previous two NFL championships. The Browns won all but two of their regular-season games, both losses coming against the New York Giants. Cleveland ended the season with a 10–2 win–loss record, tied with the Giants for first place in the American Conference. The tie forced a playoff that the Browns won, 8–3. Los Angeles, meanwhile, finished the season 9–3, tied with the Chicago Bears for first place in the National Conference. The Rams won their playoff, setting up the championship matchup with the Browns, in which the Browns were four-point favorites at home. 

The game began with a long touchdown pass from Rams quarterback Bob Waterfield to halfback Glenn Davis on the first play from scrimmage, giving Los Angeles an early lead. Cleveland tied the game later in the first quarter with a touchdown from Graham to Dub Jones, but the Rams quickly went ahead again on a Dick Hoerner touchdown run. Cleveland scored two unanswered touchdowns in the second and third quarters, retaking a 20–14 lead. A pair of Rams touchdowns in the third quarter, however, gave Los Angeles a two-possession advantage going into the final period. Cleveland responded with a diving touchdown catch by Rex Bumgardner in the final minutes of the game, followed by a field goal by placekicker Lou Groza with 28 seconds left to win, 30–28.

Lavelli set a then championship-game record with 11 receptions, and Waterfield's 82-yard pass to Davis on the first play of the game was then the longest scoring play in championship history. Los Angeles had 407 total yards to Cleveland's 373, but Cleveland had five interceptions, compared to just one for the Rams. The Browns' Warren Lahr had two interceptions in the game.

While the Rams were unmatched offensively, the Browns' defense gave up half as many points during the regular season. Cleveland coach Paul Brown announced before the game that he would employ an umbrella defense against the Rams, similar to the one the Giants had used effectively against the Browns. His plan was to show Los Angeles the umbrella formation at first but switch back to the team's usual formation soon after. He abandoned the umbrella defense after the Rams scored a touchdown on their first play. The championship game took place on Christmas Eve in Cleveland a week after the conference playoffs. The weather was dry, with 28 mph winds and a temperature of 29 °F. On the Rams' first play after the opening kickoff, Waterfield passed to Glenn Davis for an 82-yard touchdown, giving Los Angeles an early 7–0 lead. Martin was covering Davis, but slipped on the slick turf, leaving the receiver open. Graham and the Browns' offense responded with a drive later in the first quarter that evened the score, but the Rams went ahead again by a touchdown on a three-yard Hoerner rush. Cleveland scored a second touchdown in the second quarter, this time a 37-yard pass from Graham to Lavelli. Groza's extra point attempt failed, however, because of a high snap, putting the Browns behind by one point. Waterfield missed a 15-yard field goal attempt at the end of the first half, leaving the score at 14–13 at halftime. 

Cleveland took the lead again in the third quarter on a 39-yard touchdown pass to Lavelli, his second of the day. The Rams responded with a touchdown run by Hoerner and another touchdown quickly thereafter when Motley fumbled and Los Angeles's Larry Brink took it into the end zone. Down 28–20 as the fourth quarter began, Cleveland was helped by interceptions by Thompson and Lahr that put its offense in good field position. On a drive with 10 minutes left to play, Cleveland went for it on fourth down three times and made the necessary yards each time, advancing to the Los Angeles 14-yard line. From there, Graham threw a touchdown pass to Bumgardner, who dove to catch it in the corner of the end zone. After several more defensive stands, the Browns had the ball back and drove toward the Rams' end zone as the game drew to a close. Graham fumbled, however, and the Rams recovered with three minutes left. Cleveland's defense held, and Los Angeles punted, giving the Browns the ball back at their own 31-yard line with 1:49 left in the game. Graham scrambled up the middle for 16 yards on the first play, and then turned to his receivers. A pass to Bumgardner and two to Jones on the sidelines, followed by another to Bumgardner, put the ball at the Los Angeles 11-yard line. Graham ran a quarterback sneak on the next play to place the ball at the middle of the field in preparation for a field goal. After a time out, Groza came in and kicked the field goal with 0:28 left on the clock to put Cleveland ahead 30–28. The Rams fumbled the ensuing kickoff and the Browns recovered, appearing to seal the victory. The officials ruled that Groza had kicked prematurely, however, and Los Angeles returned his rekick to their 46-yard line. An interception by Lahr on a sideline pass stopped the drive and gave Cleveland the win. 

After the game, Bert Bell called the Browns "the greatest team ever to play football.” Brown later remembered it as the best game he ever saw, pointing to the success both teams had passing the ball at a time when the emphasis was shifting across the league from running to passing. Cleveland and Los Angeles played again in the 1951 championship, which the Rams won, 24–17. The Browns went on to appear in each championship game between 1952 and 1955, including a win over the Rams in 1955.



	12/24/1950

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Los Angeles Rams

	
	14

	0

	14

	0

	28




	Cleveland Browns

	(-4.0)

	7

	6

	7

	10

	30






[image: NFL 100 Greatest' Games, No. 32: Rams-Browns 1950 NFL Championship ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Rams

	Glenn Davis 82 yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Browns

	Dub Jones 27 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Dick Hoerner 3 yard rush (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Browns

	Dante Lavelli 37 yard pass from Otto Graham




	Browns

	Dante Lavelli 39 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Dick Hoerner 1 yard rush (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Larry Brink 6 yard fumble return (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Browns

	Rex Bumgardner 14 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Lou Groza 16 yard field goal






Source: Wikipedia
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1951 NFL Championship Game
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The 1951 National Football League Championship Game was the 19th NFL championship game, played December 23 at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles, California. It was a rematch of the previous year's game in Cleveland. In the league championship game for the third straight year, the Rams were seeking their first NFL title since moving to California in early 1946. The Browns were favored to win this title game on the road by six points. This was the first NFL championship game to be televised coast-to-coast, and was blacked out by the league in the southern California area. The DuMont Network purchased the championship game TV rights from the NFL in May for five years (1951–55) for $475,000. 

The home underdog Rams upset the Browns 24–17 for their second NFL championship before a then-record crowd for the title game of 59,475. The "World Championship" banner awarded to the Rams was given as a gift to Tom Bergin after the game in gratitude for hosting the post-game dinner. As of 2016 it still hangs in the Tom Bergin's Irish pub in Los Angeles, the only one in private ownership. This was also the first time that the Browns under Paul Brown did not finish the season with a championship after 4 wins in the AAFC and a championship in their first NFL season in 1950. As of 2018, this remains the Rams' only NFL championship as a California team. The Rams won their first NFL championship during their final season in Cleveland, and also won a Super Bowl during their time in St. Louis.

The Rams were the first to score, with a 1-yard run by fullback Dick Hoerner in the second quarter. The Browns answered back with an NFL Championship record 52-yard field goal by Lou Groza. They later took the lead with a 17-yard touchdown pass from Otto Graham to Dub Jones, and the Browns led at halftime, 10–7. In the third quarter, Ram Larry Brink landed a hard tackle on Graham, causing him to fumble the ball, which Andy Robustelli picked up on the Cleveland 24 and returned it to the two-yard-line. On third down from the one, "Deacon" Dan Towler ran the ball in for a touchdown to give the Rams a 14–10 lead. Early in the fourth quarter, the Rams increased their lead with a 17-yard field goal by Bob Waterfield. The Browns answered back with an 8-play, 70-yard drive that ended with a 5-yard touchdown run by Ken Carpenter to tie the game at 17–17. Twenty-five seconds later late in the fourth quarter, Tom Fears beat defenders Cliff Lewis and Tommy James and received a Norm Van Brocklin pass at midfield and raced to the end zone for a 73-yard touchdown. It secured a Rams 24–17 win and the 1951 NFL title, their sole league championship in 49 years in southern California.

The gross receipts for the game, including $75,000 for radio and television rights, was just under $326,000, the highest to date, passing the previous record of $283,000 five years earlier in 1946. Each player on the winning Rams team received $2,108, while Browns players made $1,483 each.



	12/23/1951

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Cleveland Browns

	(-6.0)

	0

	10

	0

	7

	17




	Los Angeles Rams

	
	0

	7

	7

	10

	24






Scoring



	Team

	




	Rams

	Dick Hoerner 1 yard rush (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Browns

	Lou Groza 52 yard field goal




	Browns

	Dub Jones 17 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Dan Towler 1 yard rush (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Bob Waterfield 17 yard field goal




	Browns

	Ken Carpenter 2 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Tom Fears 73 yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Bob Waterfield kick)
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1952 NFL National Conference Playoff Game
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The 1952 National Football League season resulted in a tie for the National Conference championship between the Detroit Lions and Los Angeles Rams, requiring a one-game playoff to be held between them. This conference championship game was played on December 21, 1952, at Briggs Stadium in Detroit.

There were 47,645 fans present on a cold, foggy day in Detroit. The Lions scored on their first possession, following an uncharacteristically poor punt by Van Brocklin. The Rams were double-teaming Box, as well as Walker out of the backfield, so Layne threw passes down the middle to big (262-pound) end Leon Hart that gained, first, 22 yards and then 13. Harder capped the 52-yard drive with a 12-yard touchdown run and successfully kicked the extra point to make it 7-0. There was no further scoring in the opening period, but, following a miss by Waterfield on a 34-yard field goal attempt in the second quarter, Detroit put together a six-play, 80-yard drive that ended with Harder running for a four-yard TD. The possession was highlighted by two passes to Walker, one from Layne for a 50-yard gain and the other an option pass by Hoernschemeyer that went for 24 yards and put the Lions in scoring position. The Rams finally got on the board near the end of the half when Van Brocklin tossed a 15-yard touchdown pass to Fears that capped a seven-play drive following an interception and made it 14-7. Early in the third quarter, Van Brocklin threw a pass to end Bob Carey at the Detroit 40 that looked to be a big play in the making, but Carey fumbled and safety Yale Lary recovered for the Lions. Detroit made the most of the break as Walker threw a halfback option pass to Hart in the end zone for a 24-yard TD. Shortly thereafter, a 43-yard field goal by Harder (who had kicked all of the extra points as well) increased Detroit’s margin to 24-7.

The Rams fought back with an 80-yard drive deep into Lions territory, highlighted by a 47-yard run by HB Skeets Quinlan, but after getting a first down on the six yard line, four straight runs into the line by Towler were stopped and LA was forced to turn the ball over on downs at the Detroit one. However, in the fourth quarter Los Angeles got a break when Layne went to the air deep in his own territory and was intercepted by middle guard Stan West, who returned it to the Detroit 20. Waterfield replaced Van Brocklin at quarterback and shortly thereafter Towler scored from five yards out to cut the Lions’ margin to 24-14. It was a three-point game when LA’s Verda “Vitamin T” Smith returned a punt 56 yards for another TD. With the game coming down to the last minute, the Rams had the ball at their own 11 but a pass from Waterfield, intended for Hirsch, was instead intercepted by LB LaVern Torgeson at the LA 30. Hoernschemeyer scored a nine-yard clinching touchdown and the Lions won the game and division title by a score of 31-21. Detroit outgained the Rams by 365 yards to 307 and had the edge in first downs with 18 to LA’s 15. While the Lions gave up more turnovers (four to three), the two fumbles and the last-minute interception were more costly to Los Angeles.

Pat Harder was the player of the game for Detroit as he ran for 72 yards on 8 carries, including two touchdowns, and caught a pass for six more yards. Adding up the two TDs, one field goal, and four extra points, he accounted for 19 points.



	12/21/1952

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Los Angeles Rams

	0

	7

	0

	14

	21




	Detroit Lions

	7

	7

	10

	7

	31






[image: History: The Los Angeles Rams and Detroit Lions feature a close ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Pat Harder 12 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Lions

	Pat Harder 4 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Rams

	Tom Fears 14 yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Lions

	Leon Hart 24 yard pass from Doak Walker (Pat Harder kick)




	Lions

	Pat Harder 43 yard field goal




	Rams

	Dan Towler 5 yard rush (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Rams

	Vitamin Smith 56 yard punt return (Bob Waterfield kick)




	Lions

	Bob Hoernschemeyer 9 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)
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1952 NFL Championship Game
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The 1952 National Football League championship game was the 20th annual championship game, held on December 28 at Cleveland Municipal Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio. 

The Detroit Lions (9–3) were the National Conference champions and met the Cleveland Browns (8–4), champions of the American Conference. It was the first of three consecutive matchups in the title game between the Lions and Browns.

The Lions were led by quarterback Bobby Layne, running back Doak Walker, and head coach Buddy Parker, and the Browns were led by head coach Paul Brown and quarterback Otto Graham. It was the Browns' third consecutive NFL championship game appearance since joining the NFL in 1950. The Lions returned to the title game after 17 years, since their win in 1935.

The Lions finished the 1952 regular season tied with the Los Angeles Rams (9–3) for top of the National Conference. Even though the Lions won both meetings, the rules of the day called for a tiebreaker playoff game. The teams' third game was held at Briggs Stadium in Detroit on December 21, which the Lions also won, 31–21. 

The Lions were 3½-point favorites in the title game, and won by ten points, 17–7. 

Detroit took the opening kickoff, failed to gain, and punted, with Renfro getting back 11 yards to the Browns' 41. A couple of offside penalties were costly, but the Browns still managed to reach the 18, as Graham was then tossed for an 11-yard loss and the threat ended with Lou Groza missing a field goal from the 25. Detroit then moved upfield, getting to the Cleveland 30, but also failed to score when Pat Harder was short and wide with a field goal bid from 37 yards out.

Punter Horace Gillom punted a short kick, which rolled out at midfield, with the Lions going 50 yards in seven plays. Layne started it with a pass to Cloyce Box for 10 yards to the 40 and then ran for 13 and another first down on the 27. Layne added nine more before Walker made a first down on the 16, from where Layne passed to Bill Swiacki for 14 yards to the three. After an offsides penalty, Layne would run the ball in for a touchdown and led at halftime, 7–0.

The second half started with the Browns moving steadily, until checked by David's interception. Detroit was halted on this chance with the ball, but clicked the next time when Walker broke away for the touchdown that boosted the lead to 14 points. A Cleveland third quarter touchdown narrowed the lead to 7, but a defensive stand from the Lions from their own 5 along with a late Pat Harder field goal sealed the victory and the Lions' first championship since 1935.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just over US$314,000. Each player on the winning Lions team received $2,274, while Browns players made $1,712 each, the highest to date.



	12/21/1952

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Detroit Lions

	(-3.5)

	0

	7

	7

	3

	17




	Cleveland Browns

	
	0

	0

	7

	0

	7






Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Bobby Layne 2 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Lions

	Doak Walker 67 yard rush (Pat Harder kick)




	Browns

	Chick Jagade 7 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Lions

	Pat Harder 36 yard field goal
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1953 NFL Championship Game
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The 1953 National Football League championship game was the 21st annual championship game, held on December 27 at Briggs Stadium in Detroit. 

The defending NFL champion Detroit Lions (10–2) of the Western Conference were led by quarterback Bobby Layne and running back Doak Walker, and the Cleveland Browns (11–1) of the Eastern Conference were led by head coach Paul Brown and quarterback Otto Graham. The game was a rematch of the previous year, which was won by the Lions, 17–7. This was the Browns' fourth consecutive NFL championship game appearance since joining the league in 1950, and they were favored by three points. 

The Lions were attempting to become the third team in the championship game era (since 1933) to win two titles in a row, following the Chicago Bears (1940, 1941) and Philadelphia Eagles (1948, 1949). The home underdog Lions rallied in the fourth quarter with a late touchdown and conversion to win by a single point, 17–16. The two teams met the following year for a third consecutive title match-up.

Ticket prices ranged from three to seven dollars. 

The Lions struck first with a Doak Walker touchdown, and both scored field goals in the second quarter and the Lions led at halftime, 10–3. The Browns scored thirteen straight points in the second half to take the lead. Trailing 16–10 with four minutes and 10 seconds of play remaining, the Lions started from their own 20-yard line and fought their way 80 yards in eight plays, the touchdown coming on a 33-yard pass from Bobby Layne to Jim Doran in the end zone, and Walker's extra point gave the Lions the lead. Trailing 17–16, the Browns had one last chance; Ken Carpenter started the drive with a run to his own 28, but an Otto Graham pass intended for Pete Brewster was deflected by rookie defensive halfback Carl Karilivacz, intercepting the throw, clinching the Lions their third title.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just under $359,000. Each player on the winning Lions team received $2,424, while Browns players made $1,654 each, the highest to date.



	12/27/1953

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Cleveland Browns

	(-3.0)

	0

	3

	7

	6

	16




	Detroit Lions

	
	7

	3

	0

	7

	17






[image: 1953 NFL Championship - The Way It Was - YouTube]Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Doak Walker 1 yard rush (Doak Walker kick)




	Browns

	Lou Groza 13 yard field goal




	Lions

	Doak Walker 23 yard field goal




	Browns

	Chick Jagade 9 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Lou Groza 15 yard field goal




	Browns

	Lou Groza 43 yard field goal




	Lions

	Jim Doran 33 yard pass from Bobby Layne (Doak Walker kick)
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1954 NFL Championship Game
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The 1954 National Football League championship game was the league's 22nd annual championship game, held on December 26 at Cleveland Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio. Billed as the "1954 World Professional Football Championship Game," the turnover-plagued contest was won by the Cleveland Browns, who defeated the Detroit Lions 56 to 10.

The Detroit Lions (9–2–1) of the Western Conference met the Cleveland Browns (9–3) of the Eastern Conference in the NFL title game for the third consecutive year. The Lions won the previous two: 17–7 at Cleveland in 1952 and 17–16 at home in Briggs Stadium in 1953. They were attempting to become the first team to win three consecutive league titles in the championship game era (since 1933). The Browns, who entered the league only in 1950 with the demise of the All-America Football Conference, faced a particularly daunting task in taking on the Lions, having lost all eight of the franchise's previous matches against the Detroit club. 

The Lions were led by quarterback Bobby Layne, running back Doak Walker, and head coach Buddy Parker. The Browns were led by head coach Paul Brown and quarterback Otto Graham. The Lions had won the regular season meeting 14–10 the week before on December 19, also at Cleveland, with a late touchdown. The game had been postponed from early October, due to the World Series, and both teams had already clinched their berths in the title game. Detroit was a slight favorite (2½ to 3 points) to three-peat as champions. The underdog Browns won the title at home in a rout, 56–10; placekicker Lou Groza made eight extra points, a new title game record, among many.

On its first possession, Lions' fullback Bill Bowman ran for 50 yards but lost the ball to Cleveland on a fumble. The Lions regained possession at the Cleveland 35 when Joe Schmidt intercepted an Otto Graham pass. The Browns defense held and Detroit was forced to settle for a 36-yard field goal by Doak Walker. Billy Reynolds returned the subsequent kickoff 46 yards, crossing midfield to the Lions' 41 yard line. Cleveland was forced to punt but a roughing penalty gave the Browns new life and Graham hit Ray Renfro with a 35-yard pass for a touchdown. On the next possession another Layne interception by defensive back Paul was run back 33 yards, setting up Cleveland in the red zone on the Detroit 8 yard line, with Graham hitting left end Darrell Brewster for the score.

Detroit was again stopped on their next possession and its punt was taken by Cleveland's Billy Reynolds and returned 46 yards to the Detroit 10 yard line. Grinding the ball to the 1 yard line, Graham ran a quarterback sneak and hit paydirt.  Lion running back Lewis Carpenter tore up a 52-yard run in Detroit's next possession, setting up Detroit for its only touchdown of the day when fullback Bill Bowman scored from five yards out. Cleveland was forced to punt, but on the next Detroit possession defensive lineman McCormack ripped the ball from Layne, with the Browns recovering on the Detroit 31. Four plays later Graham ran for another touchdown, reaching the end zone standing up. Yet another Bobby Layne pass was intercepted by Cleveland's Michaels, who was listed as a substitute fullback and was thus probably playing the modern equivalent of the safety position. With the ball on the Lions' 31, Otto Graham launched a pass to halfback Ray Renfro, who made a great catch at the five yard line and took the ball over the score.

The Browns opened the second half with a six play drive, highlighted by a 43-yard strike from Otto Graham to Pete Brewster, who was stopped just short of the goal line. Graham scored his third touchdown of the day with a quarterback sneak. Kenny Konz grabbed the first of his two interceptions, running the ball back to the Detroit 13. Two plays later substitute fullback Curly Morrison scored on a 12-yard run. Yet another pick by Konz set up the final touchdown of the day, when substitute halfback Chet Hanulak scored from the 10.

Detroit quarterback Layne (18 for 42, passing for 177 yards) was intercepted six times, with Len Ford and Kenny Konz pulling in two each. The Browns also recovered three Detroit fumbles, with two of the recoveries leading to scores. The gross receipts for the game, including over $101,000 for radio and television rights, were just over $289,000. Each player on the winning Browns team received $2,478, while Lions players made $1,585 each.



	12/26/1954

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Detroit Lions

	(-3.0)

	3

	7

	0

	0

	10




	Cleveland Browns

	
	14

	21

	14

	7

	56






[image: 1954 NFL Championship Game]Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Doak Walker 36 yard field goal




	Browns

	Ray Renfro 35 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Pete Brewster 8 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Otto Graham 1 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Lions

	Bill Bowman 5 yard rush (Doak Walker kick)




	Browns

	Otto Graham 5 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Ray Renfro 31 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Otto Graham 1 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Fred Morrison 12 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Chet Hanulak 10 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)
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1955 NFL Championship Game
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The 1955 National Football League Championship Game was the 23rd league championship game, played on December 26 at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles, California. 

It was between the Eastern Conference champion Cleveland Browns (9–2–1), the defending league champions, and the Los Angeles Rams (8–3–1), champions of the Western Conference. The attendance of 87,695 broke the NFL championship game record by nearly 30,000. This was the first NFL championship game played on a Monday and the first televised by NBC. In their sixth consecutive NFL title game, the Browns were six-point favorites. 

The Browns successfully defended the title and won their third NFL championship of the 1950s in a second straight rout, 38–14. Their next (and most recent) league title was in 1964, 56 years ago.

This was the Rams' fourth title game in seven seasons, with one victory in 1951. They did not reach the league's big game again until Super Bowl XIV in January 1980, and did not win until Super Bowl XXXIV in January 2000, as the St. Louis Rams.

Browns veteran Lou Groza kicked off; Rams rookie halfback Ron Waller returned the kick, and Groza himself made the tackle. A subsequent Rams drive was stopped at the Cleveland 12 when Kenny Konz intercepted a Norm Van Brocklin pass. Browns quarterback Otto Graham, who had announced his retirement at the end of the season, drove Cleveland to the L.A. 26 where Groza's FG gave the Browns a 3–0 first quarter lead. The Browns scored again when DB Don Paul intercepted Van Brocklin's pass on the Browns 35 and raced 65 yards for a touchdown, making the score 10–0.

[image: 1955 NFL Championship Game]The Rams answered back when Van Brocklin connected with halfback Volney "Skeet" Quinlan for a 67-yard touchdown, pulling the Rams to within 3 points, 10–7, and giving the large crowd hopes of an upset. But late in the second period, Van Brocklin threw his third interception of the half; defensive back Tom James, who had been beaten on the Rams' Tom Fears' title-winning touchdown on the same field four years earlier, grabbed the errant pass and took the ball back to midfield with time running out. The next play turned a close game into a rout; Otto Graham found Dante Lavelli with a 50-yard touchdown pass along the sideline and the Rams, who moments earlier were driving to take the lead, went to the locker room down 17–7.

Graham earned his place as the star of the game. After moving the Browns from the L.A. 46, Graham kept the ball and ran around right end from the 19 and scored to put the Browns ahead 24–7. On Los Angeles's next possession, Sam Palumbo intercepted Van Brocklin at the Ram 36. Graham drove the Browns to the 4, then scored himself on a sneak. Groza's conversion increased Cleveland's lead to 31–7 with two minutes left in the third quarter. In the final period, Graham tossed a 35-yard touchdown pass to Ray Renfro and Groza's kick gave the Browns a 38–7 lead. Late in the game, Waller ran four yards for a touchdown and Les Richter's conversion finished the scoring. In the final minutes coach Brown sent in reserve quarterback George Ratterman and allowed Graham to leave the field to an ovation from the Los Angeles crowd.

Cleveland, with its third title of the decade, represented the American/Eastern Conference in the championship game every year since its admission to the NFL, celebrated Graham's farewell. The Rams' Van Brocklin, who threw six interceptions, often was quoted that it was the worst game of his hall of fame career.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were over $504,000, the highest to date. Each player on the winning Browns team received $3,508, while Rams players made $2,316 each.



	12/26/1955

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Cleveland Browns

	(-6.0)

	3

	14

	14

	7

	38




	Los Angeles Rams

	
	0

	7

	0

	7

	14






Scoring



	Team

	




	Browns

	Lou Groza 26 yard field goal




	Browns

	Don Paul 65 yard interception return (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Skeets Quinlan 67 yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Les Richter kick)




	Browns

	Dante Lavelli 50 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Otto Graham 15 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Otto Graham 1 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Browns

	Ray Renfro 35 yard pass from Otto Graham (Lou Groza kick)




	Rams

	Ron Waller 4 yard rush (Les Richter kick)
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1956 NFL Championship Game
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In the 1956 National Football League Championship Game was the league's 24th championship game, played at Yankee Stadium in The Bronx in New York City on December 30. 

The New York Giants (8–3–1) won the Eastern Conference title and hosted the Chicago Bears (9–2–1), the Western Conference champions. The teams had met in the regular season five weeks earlier on November 25 at Yankee Stadium and played to a 17–17 tie; the Bears entered the championship game in late December as slight favorites. The Giants hosted because the home field for the title game alternated between the conferences; home field advantage was not implemented until 1975.

Both teams had been absent from the league title game for a decade, when the Bears won the championship over the Giants at the Polo Grounds in 1946. The Giants' most recent NFL title was before World War II, in 1938. The 1956 season marked the Giants' first at Yankee Stadium, moving across the Harlem River from the Polo Grounds. This was the first championship since 1949 without the Cleveland Browns, who had appeared in six consecutive since joining the NFL in 1950.

The 1956 Giants featured a number of Hall of Fame players, including running backs Frank Gifford and Alex Webster, offensive tackle Roosevelt Brown, linebacker Sam Huff, and defensive end Andy Robustelli. Two assistants of Giants head coach Jim Lee Howell, offensive coordinator Vince Lombardi and defensive coordinator Tom Landry, later became Hall of Fame head coaches with other franchises; Lombardi coached the Green Bay Packers to five NFL Championships during the 1960s and Landry led the Dallas Cowboys to five Super Bowls, with two wins, during the 1970s. He was the head coach of the Cowboys for 29 seasons, through 1988.

The game was played on an icy field, with temperatures hovering around 20 °F. To adjust to the slick conditions, the Giants opted to wear sneakers instead of traditional football cleats. The advantage the white sneakers provided in footing was cited as a major factor in New York's romp. Twenty-two years earlier on an icy Polo Grounds field, the Giants had employed the same tactic and beat the Bears to win the 1934 NFL Championship Game in the famous "Sneakers Game."

The Giants led 13–0 after the first quarter and built a 34–7 halftime lead on their way to a 47–7 win before 56,836. Although the home team, the Giants wore their white jerseys and the Bears their navy blue. New York's custom at the time was to alternate between blue and white jerseys at home. The blue jerseys were designated as the "home jerseys" beginning in 1957.

The 1956 NFL title was the Giants' fourth; they played in five of the six title games from 1958 through 1963, but did not win any of them. After the 1956 title, it was another thirty years before their next, Super Bowl XXI in January 1987. The gross receipts for the game, including $205,000 for radio and television rights, were over $517,000, the highest to date. Each player on the winning Giants team received $3,779, while Bears players made $2,485 each.



	12/30/1956

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Chicago Bears

	(-2.0)

	0

	7

	0

	0

	7




	New York Giants

	
	13

	21

	6

	7

	47






[image: 1956 Championship: The Game That Made The NFL | NFL Football History]Scoring



	Team

	




	Giants

	Mel Triplett 17 yard rush (Ben Agajanian kick)




	Giants

	Ben Agajanian 17 yard field goal




	Giants

	Ben Agajanian 43 yard field goal




	Giants

	Alex Webster 3 yard rush (Ben Agajanian kick)




	Bears

	Rick Casares 9 yard rush (George Blanda kick)




	Giants

	Alex Webster 1 yard rush (Ben Agajanian kick)




	Giants

	Henry Moore blocked punt recovery in end zone (Ben Agajanian kick)




	Giants

	Kyle Rote 9 yard pass from Charlie Conerly




	Giants

	Frank Gifford 14 yard pass from Charlie Conerly (Ben Agajanian kick)
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1957 NFL Western Conference Playoff Game
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The 1957 National Football League season resulted in a tie for the Western Conference championship between the Detroit Lions and San Francisco 49ers. Both finished at 8–4 and had split their two games during the regular season in November, with the home team winning each. The tie thus required a one-game playoff to be held between the two clubs. This conference championship game was played on December 22 at Kezar Stadium in San Francisco, and Detroit won, 31–27.

The Lions trailed the 49ers 24–7 at halftime, and were down twenty points in the third quarter. Quarterback Bobby Layne had been lost for the season two weeks earlier, and backup Tobin Rote lead the Lions' rally, scoring 24 unanswered points in the second half to win, 31–27.

There were 60,118 fans in attendance on a clear, sunny day at San Francisco’s Kezar Stadium. The 49ers struck first on a 34-yard “Alley Oop” touchdown pass to rookie end R.C. Owens, taking advantage of his outstanding leaping ability, this time jumping higher than Detroit defensive halfback Jim David in the corner of the end zone to stake San Francisco to a 7-0 lead. On their next possession, still in the first quarter, Tittle connected with McElhenny on a touchdown play that covered 47 yards.

The Lions drove the ball 61 yards, culminating in a four-yard TD pass from Rote to end Steve Junker that cut the 49ers’ lead to 14-7 in the second quarter. But the Niners responded with an 88-yard drive of their own that ended with a 12-yard scoring throw from Tittle to Wilson. The Lions fumbled the ball away at their own 41 yard line, allowing San Francisco to score once more before the end of the half, on a 25-yard Gordie Soltau field goal. At halftime, the 49ers held a formidable 24-7 lead.

During the intermission, the Lions players could overhear the celebrating 49ers in the neighboring locker room. It motivated them to step up their play in the second half, although that wasn’t apparent when McElhenny took off on the first San Francisco possession for a spectacular 71-yard run to the Detroit seven yard line. However, in one of the key developments of the game, the Lions defense held the 49ers to a Soltau field goal rather than a touchdown. While the score now stood at 27-7 in favor of the Niners, the tide was about to turn.

While Detroit didn’t score on the next possession, they got a break when the Niners got the ball back and Tittle fumbled at the Lions’ 27 yard line. LB Bob Long recovered for Detroit, and nine plays and 73 yards later HB Tom Tracy scored from a yard out. The 49ers went three-and-out and were forced to punt, and Detroit’s offense came up with a big play with Tracy bolting up the middle for a 58-yard touchdown run (pictured at top). The Lions were now down by just 27-21, still in the third quarter.

Detroit’s aroused defense stopped the 49ers again, and the offense came roaring down the field once more, with Rote connecting on a 36-yard pass play to Junker to the San Francisco 15 yard line. HB Gene Gedman tied the score with a two-yard touchdown run, and Jim Martin’s extra point gave the Lions the lead, 28-27, less than a minute into the fourth quarter.

[image: When the walls talked: The story of Detroit Lions' 1957 NFL title team]The 49ers had four more possessions in the game, but they resulted in four turnovers (a fumble and three interceptions). Martin kicked a 13-yard field goal to stake Detroit to a four-point lead at 31-27, and the aggressive Lions defense made it hold up. LB Roger Zatkoff intercepted a last-ditch Tittle pass to seal the win. Tracy led the runners with 86 yards on 11 carries, including the two TD runs. Rote completed 16 of 30 passes for 214 yards with a TD and an interception. Junker led the team in both pass receptions (8) and yards (92) and a score. For the losing 49ers, McElhenny gained 82 yards on 14 carries, thanks to the long run in the third quarter, and caught 6 passes for another 96 yards and a touchdown. Billy Wilson had an excellent pass receiving day with 9 catches for 107 yards and a TD. But while Tittle completed 18 of 31 passes for 248 yards with three touchdowns, it was the three interceptions that proved disastrous in the end.



	12/22/1957

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Detroit Lions

	0

	7

	14

	10

	31




	San Francisco 49ers

	14

	10

	3

	0

	27






Scoring



	Team

	




	49ers

	R.C. Owens 34 yard pass from Y.A. Tittle (Gordie Soltau kick)




	49ers

	Hugh McElhenny 47 yard pass from Y.A. Tittle (Gordie Soltau kick)




	Lions

	Steve Junker 4 yard pass from Tobin Rote (Jim Martin kick)




	49ers

	Billy Wilson 12 yard pass from Y.A. Tittle (Gordie Soltau kick)




	49ers

	Gordie Soltau 25 yard field goal




	49ers

	Gordie Soltau 10 yard field goal




	Lions

	Tom Tracy 1 yard rush (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Tom Tracy 58 yard rush (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Gene Gedman 2 yard rush (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Jim Martin 13 yard field goal






Source: Wikipedia
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1957 NFL Championship Game
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The 1957 National Football League championship game was the 25th annual championship game, held on December 29 at Briggs Stadium in Detroit, Michigan. 

The Detroit Lions (8–4), winners of the Western Conference, hosted the Cleveland Browns (9–2–1), champions of the Eastern Conference. Detroit had won the regular season game 20–7 three weeks earlier on December 8, also at Briggs Stadium, but lost quarterback Bobby Layne with a broken right ankle late in the first half. Reserve quarterback Tobin Rote, a starter the previous year with Green Bay, filled in for Layne and won that game with Cleveland, the next week at Chicago, and the tiebreaker playoff game at San Francisco.

It was the fourth pairing of the two teams in the championship game; they met previously in 1952, 1953, and 1954. The Browns, idle the previous week, were favored by three points, but the home underdog Lions scored two touchdowns in each quarter and won in a rout, 59–14.

The home underdog Lions were without starting quarterback Layne due to a broken ankle three weeks earlier against the Browns. Backup quarterback Tobin Rote filled in admirably following Layne's injury, winning every game, including a 24-point rally in the tiebreaker playoff over the 49ers the previous week. In his eighth season, Rote threw four touchdown passes in the title game, completing 12 of 19 passes for 280 yards, and also ran for a touchdown. Browns quarterbacks Tommy O'Connell and Milt Plum, on the other hand hit on a combined total of 9 of 22 passes for 112 yards. Taking full advantage of a pass interception and a fumble, Detroit ran up a 17–0 lead in the first quarter. Rookie running back Jim Brown gave the Cleveland rooters some hope with a 29-yard touchdown run at the start of the second period.

Things went from bad to worse for the Browns, hampered by injuries to quarterbacks O'Connell and Plum. The Lions romped for 14 points in each of the last three quarters, and won by 45 points, 59–14. In their final six quarters of play (including their previous divisional playoff), the Lions outscored their opponents 83-17.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just under $594,000, the highest to date. Each player on the winning Lions team received $4,295, while Browns players made $2,750 each. The Lions have not appeared in an NFL championship game (including the Super Bowl) since this title 63 years ago. It was their last postseason appearance until 1970 and their last postseason home game and victory until 1991.



	12/29/1957

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Cleveland Browns

	(-3.0)

	0

	7

	7

	0

	14




	Detroit Lions

	
	17

	14

	14

	14

	59






[image: 1957 NFL Championship Game]Scoring



	Team

	




	Lions

	Jim Martin 31 yard field goal




	Lions

	Tobin Rote 1 yard rush (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Gene Gedman 1 yard rush (Jim Martin kick)




	Browns

	Jim Brown 29 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Lions

	Steve Junker 26 yard pass from Tobin Rote (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Terry Barr 19 yard interception return (Jim Martin kick)




	Browns

	Lew Carpenter 5 yard rush (Lou Groza kick)




	Lions

	Jim Doran 78 yard pass from Tobin Rote (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Steve Junker 23 yard pass from Tobin Rote (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Dave Middleton 32 yard pass from Tobin Rote (Jim Martin kick)




	Lions

	Howard Cassady 16 yard pass from Jerry Reichow (Jim Martin kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1958 NFL Eastern Conference Playoff Game
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[image: Big Game, New Era”Colts vs. Giants, 1958 | The Pop History Dig]The 1958 National Football League season resulted in a tie for the Eastern Conference championship between the Cleveland Browns and the New York Giants, requiring a one-game playoff to be held between them. This conference championship game was played on December 21, 1958, at Yankee Stadium.

The Giants entered the playoff at Yankee Stadium having beaten Brown and his Cleveland Browns twice in the regular season, both times with fourth-quarter comebacks. The second victory had come only a week earlier in the regular-season finale, when Pat Summerall hit a field goal in the snow for a 13-10 win to clinch the tiebreaker.

The offense provided 10 first-half points thanks to a Frank Gifford lateral to Charlie Conerly, who ran it in for a 10-yard touchdown run in the first quarter, and Summerall’s 26-yard field goal in the second. The defense made the lead stick. The Giants limited the Browns to only 24 yards on 13 carries and rushed for 211 yards on 53 attempts. There were a whopping eight turnovers in the game, and the Giants fumbled six times (but lost only two).

The victory was the culmination of a terrific run for the Giants, who began the season 2-2 before winning eight of nine games, including a 19‐17 victory over the defending-champion Detroit Lions and a 24-21 win over the Baltimore Colts, to reach the NFL Championship.



	12/21/1958

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Cleveland Browns

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0




	New York Giants

	7

	3

	0

	0

	10






Scoring



	Team

	Detail





	Giants

	Charlie Conerly 10 yard rush (Pat Summerall kick)




	Giants

	Pat Summerall 26 yard field goal






Source: Wikipedia



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1958 NFL Championship Game {“The Greatest Game ever Played”}
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The 1958 National Football League Championship Game was the 26th NFL championship game, played on December 28 at Yankee Stadium in New York City. It was the first NFL playoff game to go into sudden death overtime. The final score was Baltimore Colts 23, New York Giants 17, and the game has since become widely known as The Greatest Game Ever Played. Its legendary status in the pantheon of historic NFL games was again confirmed by a nationwide poll of 66 media members in 2019, who voted it the best game in the league's first 100 years. It marked the beginning of the NFL's popularity surge, and eventual rise to the top of the United States sports market. A major reason was that the game was televised across the nation by NBC. Baltimore receiver Raymond Berry recorded 12 receptions for 178 yards and a touchdown. His 12 receptions set a championship record that stood for 55 years, until it was broken by Demaryius Thomas in Super Bowl XLVIII.

Both teams finished the 1958 season with a 9–3 record. For the Giants, it was their fifth consecutive winning season, a stretch that included an NFL Championship in 1956. In contrast, 1958 was only the second winning season in Colts' history since the team's founding in 1953.

[image: Big Game, New Era”Colts vs. Giants, 1958 | The Pop History Dig]The game got off to a rough start for both teams. On Baltimore's first drive, New York linebacker Sam Huff forced a fumble while sacking Johnny Unitas. Defensive back Jimmy Patton recovered the ball at the Colts 37. One play later, Baltimore took the ball back when defensive end Gino Marchetti forced a recovered fumble from quarterback Don Heinrich. But all the Colts managed to do with their next drive was lose another turnover when a Unitas pass was picked off by Lindon Crow. After forcing a punt, Unitas completed a 60-yard pass to Lenny Moore at the Giants' 26-yard line. But Baltimore's drive was halted at the 19 and Steve Myhra's field goal attempt was blocked by Huff.

On the Giants next drive, Heinrich was replaced by Charley Conerly for the rest of the game. New York then drove to the Colts' 30-yard line, featuring a 38-yard run by Frank Gifford.

On third down, Conerly threw a pass to wide-open fullback Alex Webster, but he slipped before the ball arrived and it fell incomplete. Pat Summerall then kicked a 36-yard field goal to put New York on the board. In the second quarter, Baltimore defensive end Ray Krouse recovered a fumble from Gifford to set up a 2-yard touchdown run by Colts running back Alan Ameche. On their next drive, New York got a big scoring opportunity when they recovered a fumbled punt from Jackie Simpson on the Colts 10-yard line. But a few plays later, Gifford fumbled again, and Baltimore lineman Don Joyce recovered on his own 14. The Colts subsequently drove 86 yards in 15 plays, including a 16-yard scramble by Unitas on 3rd and 7, to score on Unitas' 15-yard touchdown pass to Raymond Berry, giving them a 14–3 halftime lead. That fumble by Gifford and the fumble later were forced by defensive back Milt Davis of the Colts—despite playing with two broken bones in his right foot—and both led to touchdowns for the Colts. Then early in the third quarter, Baltimore reached the New York 1-yard line. But on third down, Ameche was stopped for no gain, and the Colts turned it over on downs after Ameche was tackled trying to go wide at the 5-yard line on a great play by linebacker Cliff Livingston, on a fourth down halfback option play. It was a huge reversal of momentum.

The Giants then went 95-yards in just four plays, scoring on Mel Triplett's 1-yard touchdown run to cut the lead to 4, with a score of 14–10. The drive was highlighted by an unforgettable 86-yard pass play from deep within the Giants own territory at the closed end of the stadium: Quarterback Charlie Conerly threw to Kyle Rote downfield left-to-right across the middle where Rote then broke an arm tackle at about mid-field; then Rote fumbled when hit from behind at the Colts 25, but Webster, who was trailing the play, picked up the ball and ran it all the way to the 1-yard line where he was knocked out of bounds. The Giants took a 17–14 lead early in the fourth quarter with Conerly's 46-yard completion to tight end Bob Schnelker setting up his 15-yard touchdown pass to Gifford. On both of Baltimore's next drives they moved the ball into scoring range, but came up empty both times. First they drove to the Giants 39-yard line, only to have Bert Rechichar miss a 46-yard field goal. Then they got the ball back on the New York 42 following a fumble recovery by Joyce. But after driving to the 27-yard line, Unitas was sacked twice in a row (once by Andy Robustelli and once by Dick Modzelewski), moving the ball back 20 yards and pushing the Colts out of field goal range.

Faced with fourth down and inches on their own 40-yard on their ensuing drive, New York decided to punt with a little over two minutes left in the game (on the third down play before the punt, Marchetti was knocked out of the game with a broken ankle. He refused to leave for medical treatment and watched the rest of the game sitting up on a stretcher on the sidelines). The Colts took over at their own 14-yard line and Unitas engineered one of the most famous drives in football history—a 2-minute drill before anyone called it that. After starting the drive with two incompletions, Unitas made a critical 11-yard completion to Moore on third down. Following one more incompletion, he threw three consecutive passes to Berry, moving the ball 62 yards to the Giants 13-yard line. This set up a 20-yard tying field goal by Myhra with seven seconds left to send the game into sudden-death overtime—the first overtime game in NFL playoff history.  This was the first time an NFL game of any significance needed overtime to determine a winner. Bert Bell, the commissioner of the NFL, had just implemented the sudden-death overtime rule for this game. 

The overtime rule stipulated that a coin toss would be held at midfield. The available player-captains of the respective teams would attend it and the visiting team would choose heads or tails. The winning side of the toss would choose whether to receive the ball or kick off. Unitas called for the Colts and lost the toss. With Marchetti injured and on the sidelines, head referee Ron Gibbs gave the instructions to Colt co-captain Unitas, and Giants' co-captains Rote and Bill Svoboda: 'The first team to score, field goal, safety, or touchdown, will win the game, and the game will be over.’

Don Maynard received the opening kickoff for the Giants and muffed the catch, but recovered it on the Giants 20-yard line. Even in his autobiography You Can't Catch Sunshine, Maynard states that he was not only disappointed in the botched attempt, but also at the commentators for saying he fumbled the ball due to their lack of knowledge of football and its terminology by not knowing the difference between a fumble and muffing the ball. After a three-and-out series, the Giants punted. On their ensuing drive, Baltimore drove 80 yards in 13 plays (all called by QB Johnny Unitas) on a tired NY defense. Ameche made several critical plays on the drive, catching an 8-yard pass on 3rd and 8 from the Colts 33, and later rushing 22 yards to the Giants 20-yard line. Berry also made a big impact, catching two passes for 33 yards, including a 12-yard reception on the New York 8. Following a 1-yard run by Ameche and a 6-yard catch by tight end Jim Mutscheller, Ameche scored on a third down 1-yard touchdown run with 6:45 left to win the game, 23–17.

[image: The N.F.L.'s 'Greatest Game,' in Collective Memory - The New York ...]During overtime, when the Colts were on the eight-yard line of the Giants, someone ran out onto the field of Yankee Stadium, causing the game to be delayed; rumors have stated that it was actually an NBC employee who was ordered to create a distraction because the national television feed had gone dead. The difficulty was the result of an unplugged TV signal cable, and the delay in the game bought NBC enough time to fix the problem before the next play. The gross receipts for the game, including $200,000 for radio and television rights, were over $698,000, the highest to date. Each player on the winning Colts team received $4,718, while Giants players made $3,111 each. Seventeen individuals (including coaches and administration) who were involved in this game are members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.



	12/28/1958

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	OT

	Final





	Baltimore Colts

	(-3.5)

	0

	14

	0

	3

	6

	23




	New York Giants

	
	3

	0

	7

	7

	0

	17






[image: 1958 NFL Championship | Tags | Neil Leifer]Scoring



	Team

	




	Giants

	Pat Summerall 36 yard field goal




	Colts

	Alan Ameche 2 yard rush (Steve Myhra kick)




	Colts

	Raymond Berry 15 yard pass from Johnny Unitas (Steve Myhra kick)




	Giants

	Mel Triplett 1 yard rush (Pat Summerall kick)




	Giants

	Frank Gifford 15 yard pass from Charlie Conerly (Pat Summerall kick)




	Colts

	Steve Myhra 20 yard field goal




	Colts

	Alan Ameche 1 yard rush






Source: Wikipedia
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1959 NFL Championship Game
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The 1959 National Football League Championship Game was the 27th NFL championship game, played on December 27 at Memorial Stadium in Baltimore, Maryland. 

It was a rematch of the 1958 championship game that went into overtime. The defending champion Baltimore Colts (9–3) again won the Western Conference, while the New York Giants (10–2) repeated as Eastern Conference champions. The Colts were favored to repeat as champions by 3½ points. 

This game also went down to the last quarter, but the Colts did not need any heroics in overtime. Trailing 9–7 at the start of the fourth quarter, Baltimore scored 24 straight points and won, 31–16. 

This was the only NFL championship game played in Baltimore.

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just over $666,000, slightly below the previous year. Each player on the winning Colts team received $4,674, while Giants players made $3,083 each.



	12/27/1959

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	New York Giants

	
	3

	3

	3

	7

	16




	Baltimore Colts

	(-3.5)

	7

	0

	0

	24

	31






[image: Johnny Sample (1959 NFL Championship Game) | Baltimore colts, Nfl ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Colts

	Lenny Moore 60 yard pass from Johnny Unitas (Steve Myhra kick)




	Giants

	Pat Summerall 23 yard field goal




	Giants

	Pat Summerall 37 yard field goal




	Giants

	Pat Summerall 22 yard field goal




	Colts

	Johnny Unitas 4 yard rush (Steve Myhra kick)




	Colts

	Jerry Richardson 12 yard pass from Johnny Unitas (Steve Myhra kick)




	Colts

	Johnny Sample 42 yard interception return (Steve Myhra kick)




	Colts

	Steve Myhra 25 yard field goal




	Giants

	Bob Schnelker 32 yard pass from Charlie Conerly (Pat Summerall kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1960 NFL Championship Game
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The 1960 National Football League championship game was the 28th NFL title game. The game was played on Monday, December 26, at Franklin Field in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

In addition to the landmark 1958 championship game, in which the Baltimore Colts defeated the New York Giants in sudden death overtime, the 1960 game has also been called a key event in football history. The game marked the lone playoff defeat for Packers coach Vince Lombardi before his Packers team established a dynasty that won five NFL championships, including the first two Super Bowls, in a span of seven seasons. The victory was the third NFL title for the Philadelphia Eagles, and their final championship until the team won Super Bowl LII in February 2018, ending a 57-year championship drought. 

The American Football League was in its first season and held its inaugural title game less than a week later. First-year NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle convinced owners to move the league's headquarters from Philadelphia to New York City, and with Congressional passage of the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 received an antitrust exemption that allowed the league to negotiate a common broadcasting network representing all of its teams, helping cement football's ascendancy as a national sport. 

This was the second and last NFL championship game played in Philadelphia, and the only one at Franklin Field. A dozen years earlier, the 1948 title game was held in the snow at Shibe Park and was also an Eagles' victory. Ticket prices for the game were ten and eight dollars.

A capacity crowd of 67,325 gathered at Franklin Field, the home field of the University of Pennsylvania, with 7,000 temporary seats having been added. The Eagles were a two to three-point home underdog, and the game-time temperature was 48 °F, creating difficult inconsistent field conditions for both teams, as the frozen playing surface thawed in spots leaving scattered puddles under the low winter sun. It had snowed several days earlier in Philadelphia, followed by cold temperatures, and the well-worn, nearly grassless field had been covered by a tarpaulin.

[image: Eagles' Meeting With Packers in 1960 Was an N.F.L. Turning Point ...]On the first play from scrimmage, a lateral from Van Brocklin deflected off the hands of receiver Billy Ray Barnes and was intercepted by Bill Quinlan of the Packers, giving Green Bay possession at the Philadelphia 14-yard line. After Jim Taylor gained five yards on first down, the Packers were unable to score, turning the ball over on downs to Philadelphia at the six-yard line. A fumble on the Eagles' third play after gaining possession by Bill Barnes was recovered by Bill Forester of Green Bay at the 22-yard line of Philadelphia. Two Paul Hornung rushes gave the Packers a first down at the 12-yard line, but two incomplete passes and another Hornung rush came up short. Lombardi elected to kick on fourth down, with Hornung connecting from twenty yards out to give the Packers a 3–0 lead.

Hornung kicked a second field goal in the opening minutes of the second quarter from 23 yards out, after a Packers drive stalled on the 17-yard line, putting Green Bay up by six points. On a pair of passes from Van Brocklin to Tommy McDonald of 22 yards and 35 yards respectively, the Eagles scored a touchdown and the extra point by kicker Bobby Walston gave them their first lead of the game. After getting the ball back from Green Bay, Van Brocklin connected on a pass of 41 yards to Pete Retzlaff that was followed three plays later by a 22-yard pass play to Ted Dean that put the Eagles on the Packers' eight-yard line. After three incomplete passes, a field goal gave the Eagles a 10–6 lead. On the following drive in the waning minutes of the first half, Green Bay took the ball to the Philadelphia seven-yard line. The threat fizzled after Bart Starr was sacked for a loss and the field goal attempt from just 13 yards by Hornung was wide left, a critical error in a low-scoring game.

A drive by the Packers in the third quarter advanced to the Philadelphia 34-yard line, but Green Bay failed to convert on fourth down, turning the ball over to the Eagles and losing Hornung to a shoulder injury. The Eagles promptly marched down deep into Green Bay territory but a Van Brocklin pass was intercepted in the end zone by John Symank. The touchback gave the Packers the ball on their own 20-yard line. In punt formation on fourth down, Max McGee ran for 35 yards to give Green Bay a first down in Philadelphia territory. Despite the successful run on the fake punt, Lombardi was not pleased, saying "We punt the ball; we don't run the ball" when the team sets up for a punt. 

In the final quarter, continuing that same drive, the Packers advanced deep into Philadelphia territory on runs by backs Tom Moore and Taylor, then retook the lead with a seven-yard pass from Bart Starr to McGee with 13:07 left in the game. Hornung came off the bench to kick the extra point, giving Green Bay a 13–10 lead. On the ensuing kickoff, Ted Dean received the ball at the three-yard line and returned it 58 yards, giving Philadelphia excellent field position at the Green Bay 39-yard line. Dean provided what turned out to be the margin of victory for the Eagles with a five-yard touchdown run on a sweep led by a key block from guard Gerry Huth with 5:21 left, capping off a drive in which Van Brocklin passed the ball only once. On the Packers' next possession, McGee caught a short pass just beyond midfield, but was ruled to have fumbled, and the Eagles recovered. After a trade of punts, Philadelphia took over at their 26-yard line with just over three minutes remaining. Following three running plays and another punt, Green Bay started the final drive at their 35-yard line with 1:05 left, needing a touchdown.

[image: 1960 NFL Championship | Nfl championships, Green bay packers football]A completion to Gary Knafelc ended with him tackled in bounds at the Eagles' thirty-yard line, and Green Bay used their final timeout with a half-minute left. On first down, Starr overthrew double-covered Boyd Dowler in the shady south corner of the end zone, stopping the clock with 25 seconds remaining. On second down, Knafelc caught a short pass, but was quickly tackled in bounds at the 22, so the clock continued to run. Starr rushed to get the offense set for third down, then threw a short pass to fullback Taylor; it was caught on the run at the 17, but linebacker Bednarik, the last Eagle between Taylor and the end zone, tackled him at the Eagles' nine-yard line and remained atop Taylor as the final seconds ticked off the clock, ensuring that the Packers could not run another play. Bednarik had played both defense and offense, and was in for every play of the game; he growled "You can get up now, Taylor. This damn game's over.”

The Eagles won despite being outgained in the game 401 yards to 296, with only 13 first downs as compared to 22 for the Packers. It would prove to be the only career playoff loss for Packer head coach Lombardi (9–1), and would be the last Eagles championship until Super Bowl LII 57 seasons later. Lombardi would later rue his decision to go on fourth down on several occasions deep in Philadelphia territory rather than attempt field goals on such plays, saying "When you get down there, come out with something. I lost the game, not my players."

The gross receipts for the game, including radio and television rights, were just under $748,000, the highest to date. Each player on the winning Eagles team received $5,116, while Packers players made $3,105 each.



	12/26/1960

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Green Bay Packers

	(-2.0)

	3

	3

	0

	7

	13




	Philadelphia Eagles

	
	0

	10

	0

	7

	17






[image: Eagles' Meeting With Packers in 1960 Was an N.F.L. Turning Point ...]Scoring



	Team

	




	Packers

	Paul Hornung 20 yard field goal




	Packers

	Paul Hornung 20 yard field goal




	Eagles

	Tommy McDonald 35 yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Bobby Walston kick)




	Eagles

	Bobby Walston 15 yard field goal




	Packers

	Max McGee 7 yard pass from Bart Starr (Paul Hornung kick)




	Eagles

	Ted Dean 5 yard rush (Bobby Walston kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1960 AFL Championship Game
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The 1960 American Football League Championship Game was the first AFL title game, played on New Year’s Day 1961 at Jeppesen Stadium in Houston, Texas. With New Year’s on Sunday, the major college bowl games were played on Monday, January 2.

The game matched the Eastern Division champion Houston Oilers (10–4), against the Western Division champion Los Angeles Chargers (10–4), in the first championship game of the new American Football League. The host Oilers were a 6½-point favorite.

The AFL had established a format in which championship games would be alternated each year between the Western Division winners and the Eastern Division. The first game was originally scheduled to be played in the cavernous Los Angeles Coliseum, but it was moved to the cozier Jeppesen Stadium in Houston, where it drew 32,183. It rained the five days prior to the game. Oilers’ quarterback George Blanda had retired after ten seasons in the NFL and did not play during the 1959 season; he threw three touchdown passes (and kicked a field goal and three extra points) to lead Houston to the first AFL title, 24–16.

ABC telecast the game to an audience estimated at 40,000,000 with Jack Buck doing the play-by-play. With the college bowl games moving to Monday, the AFL had the football airwaves to itself. The players would split all the gate receipts (but not the TV revenue), with 60% of the pot going to the winning team. Each Oiler collected $1,016.42. The Chargers took home $718.61 apiece.



	1/1/1961

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final





	Los Angeles Chargers

	
	6

	3

	7

	0

	16




	Houston Oilers

	(-6.5)

	0

	10

	7

	7

	24






[image: AFL Championship Winner 1961 – Sports Team History]Scoring



	Team

	




	Chargers

	Ben Agajanian 38 yard field goal




	Chargers

	Ben Agajanian 22 yard field goal




	Oilers

	Dave Smith 17 yard pass from George Blanda (George Blanda kick)




	Oilers

	George Blanda 18 yard field goal




	Chargers

	Ben Agajanian 27 yard field goal




	Oilers

	Bill Groman 7 yard pass from George Blanda (George Blanda kick)




	Chargers

	Paul Lowe 2 yard rush (Ben Agajanian kick)




	Oilers

	Billy Cannon 88 yard pass from George Blanda (George Blanda kick)






Source: Wikipedia
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1961 NFL Playoff Bowl
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[image: Milt Plum Cleveland Browns 1957-61, Detroit Lions 1962-67, Los ...]The Playoff Bowl (officially known as the Bert Bell Benefit Bowl) was a post-season game for third place in the National Football League (NFL), played ten times following the 1960 through 1969 seasons, all at the Orange Bowl in Miami, Florida. Bert Bell was the commissioner of the NFL from 1946 until his death in October 1959. He was a co-founder of the Philadelphia Eagles as well as a co-owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers during much of the 1940s. His death occurred while attending an Eagles-Steelers game in Philadelphia. Over the decade of the 1960s, the game contributed more than a million dollars to the Bert Bell players' pension fund.

Following the 1960 regular season when the Lions and their 7-5 record finished second to Green Bay, they headed south to Miami’s Orange Bowl to face the Cleveland Browns who finished 8-3-1 in the regular season, on January 7, 1961. It was a strange situation for both teams, seeing as nothing was on the line. Adding to the funkiness was the fact that the NFL scheduled the game for the week after their title game. It all seemed a bit anticlimactic. However, with the spectacle of NFL football on display, more than 34,000 fans filed into the Orange Bowl. The Lions, for their part, helped initiate a Playoff Bowl tradition by partying a lot in the days before the game. Several players stayed up til dawn several times during the week. Even so, the Lions squeaked out a 17-16 victory over the equally hungover Browns.
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