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No matter whether you believe the events in the Bible really happened or are “just stories,” the people in those stories have much to teach us. It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking that the Bible stories aren’t relevant to us today, either because we believe that the events they tell about didn’t really happen or because they seem to tell us about people who had a special “in” with the Divine. 

But we’ve all read at least one great novel or short story that helped us understand ourselves by pointing out the similarities between human beings that transcend culture and time. In the same way, the Bible stories can increase our understanding of ourselves and others. After reading these stories we can comprehend a little more clearly how even the wisest of men can justify actions of great folly. We can see why the seemingly simplest of girls can be called to enormous tasks, or what would compel a daughter-in-law to sacrifice everything to follow an old and poor woman into a land full of strangers. 
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