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Ali Noel Vyain


4 of Pentacles

“There you are, Alice.”

“Hi, Madeline.”

“Here’s today’s card.”

Alice accepted it and looked at it. “Oh, it’s the 4 of Pentacles.”

Madeline nodded. Alice nodded and turned to go to her room. Madeline smiled at her back and then walked downstairs to check on Eliot in the greenhouse. He was there going over his notes and tending to the plants.

Madeline stopped and watched him. He didn’t seem to notice her. When he was at a good stopping place he looked over at her and nodded.

“Eliot, are you ready to start getting clients?”

“I think so.”

She smiled. “Alright, well I can get you started with some referrals. I know some of my tarot clients would like some herbal medicine. I also know you can do it. So, I will start doing so.”

“Okay. How soon will I have to start giving out the medicine?”

“Probably quite soon. I know some items can’t be found in the stores around here.”

“Alright. We do have some already made up. I hope that helps.”

“It does. I’ll let you know if we need other items people ask for. Otherwise, I’ll just tell you what they are dealing with.”

“Okay. I can handle that. Will I have to talk to them?”

She smiled. “Eventually, yes. For now, I can let them know we have some already made up. I’ll call you in if I’m not sure what they need and we don’t have it.”

He smiled. “Thanks, Madeline. That will help greatly.”

“Good. I know you’ll do the work. It’s just you haven’t dealt with people in this way. That will be the next thing you learn.”

“I’m willing to learn. I was hoping I could get some pointers from you, but if you’re too busy, then I'm sure we’ll work something else out.”

She shook her head. “I’m not too busy. I just get tired easier than you do.”

“I know. Good thing I’m patient with you.”

She smiled. “That helps.” She paused. “Perhaps we should start today. I’ll let my clients know I won’t be doing that part of the business anymore.”

He nodded.

She stared at him. “So, do you think I’m getting too old and need to retire?”

“Uh, I don’t know how old you are. I have noticed that you walk slowly and carefully. It’s not my place to tell you when to retire.”

“Good answer.”

“I also know you don’t like being sick. I hope you at least know when to ask for help.”

“Ah, so you do get it. Alright, I’ll keep it in mind that you’re here and so is my niece. I’m just so used to doing everything.”

“Madeline, you don’t have to do everything anymore. Alice and I are here and we can do more if you need us to.”

“I’ll keep that in mind.”

Alice studied the card and looked between the three different versions of it on her desk. She took notes and couldn’t help but to think of her mother. The card showed someone who was in need of planning ahead for financial security and protection, but they could be acting and pretending to be something they were not.

Alice sighed. She knew how greedy her mother could be. She couldn’t understand charity. Alice sighed again. The card meant to love wealth and possessions and it could be to the point of greed and obsession.
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