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             The book begins with a call to repentance by Zechariah in November 520 B.C. Then, between February 15, 519 B.C., (Zech 1:7) and December 7, 518 B.C., (Zech 7:1), Zechariah had nine incredible visions (Zech 1:8-6:15), describing God's mighty reign, and His life-giving, redemptive deeds.

   If understanding these visions presents you with a challenge, don't worry. They are followed by a series of messages in which God's vision for Jerusalem and its redeemed people is extremely clear. He says: my love for Mount Zion is intense and fervent, my passion for Jerusalem consumes me (Zech 8:2) ... I will return to Mount Zion and come back to Jerusalem. I will return to Mount Zion and dwell in Jerusalem (Zech 8:3) ... again the old men and women will walk through the streets of Jerusalem, leaning on their staffs (Zech 8:4) ... the streets of the city will be filled with playing boys and girls (Zech 8:5) ... I will bring them home to live safely in Jerusalem (Zech 8:8) ... I am determined to bless Jerusalem and the people of Judah. (Zech 8:15). With this in mind, God reminds Zechariah's listeners that, "Among the other nations, Judah and Israel became a symbol of a cursed nation. Well, they will be no more! Now I will rescue them and make them a symbol and a source of blessing. So do not be afraid; be strong and go on with the rebuilding of the temple" (Zech 8:13).
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Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah was also a priest (Neh 12:12-16). According to tradition, he was a member of the Great Synagogue, a council of one hundred and twenty originated by Nehemiah and presided over by Ezra. This council later developed into the ruling elders of the nation, called the Sanhedrin. He was born in Babylon and joined his grandfather, Ido, in the group of exiles who first returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest (Neh 12:4). Because he is occasionally mentioned as his grandfather's son (Ezek 5:1; 6:14; Neh 12:16), it is thought that his father, Berechiah, died at an early age before he could succeed his father in the priesthood. 

Zechariah's opening words are dated from 520 B.C., the second year of Darius I (1:1). The Persian emperor Cyrus had died and was succeeded by Cambyses (530-521 BC:) who conquered Egypt. He had no son, he committed suicide, and Darius emerged to the throne by subjugating a revolution. He was a contemporary of Haggai and began prophesying two months after him. He is called a young man in 2:4, suggesting that Zechariah was younger than Haggai. The length of his ministry is uncertain; the last dated prophecy (7:1) came about two years after the first, making them identical in time to Haggai's prophecy (520-518 B.C.). Chapters 9-14 are generally thought to have come from a period later in his ministry. Differences in style and references to Greece indicate a date of 480-470 B.C., after Darius I (521-486 B.C.) and during the reign of Xerxes (486-464 B.C.), the king who made Esther queen of Persia. According to Matthew 23:35, he was killed between the temple and the altar, a fate similar to an earlier Zechariah (2 Chr 24:20, 21), who had been stoned to death.         

The historical context of Zechariah is the same as that of his contemporary, Haggai. In 538 B.C., Cyrus the Persian released the captives of Israel to reestablish their land (Ezek 1:1-4) and about fifty thousand returned from Babylon. They immediately began to rebuild the temple (Ezek 3:1-4:5), but opposition from neighbors, followed by indifference from within, caused the work to be abandoned (Ezek 4:24). Sixteen years later (Ezek 5:1, 2), Zechariah and Haggai were commissioned by the Lord to motivate the people to rebuild the temple. As a result, the temple was completed four years later in 516 B.C. (Ezek 6:15).  

Zechariah was a contemporary of Haggai. While Haggai seems to have been very old, Zechariah may have been very young, for he was the grandson of Iddo, who had returned to Jerusalem 16 years earlier (Nehemiah 12:14, 16) Haggai had already been preaching for two months, and the Temple work had begun, when Zechariah began. Haggai's written ministry was a little less than four months, and Zechariah's was two years. But no doubt they were present for the entire four years to exhort, encourage and help, working shoulder to shoulder for the completion of the Temple.        

The book of Zechariah is much longer than the book of Haggai. It is replete with messianic glimpses, and literally mentions many details of the life and work of Christ.

While there are not numerous challenges of interpretation for the reader, two passages within the prophecy present notable difficulty of interpretation.  In 11:8, the Good Shepherd destroyed "three shepherds in one month." The presence of the definite article points to familiarity, such that Jews would have understood the identity of these shepherds without further reference. It is not so easy for modern readers to understand. Numerous options regarding their identity have been suggested. One of the oldest, and probably the correct position, identifies them as three orders of leaders: the priests, elders and scribes of Israel. During his earthly ministry, Jesus also confronted the hypocrisy of Israel's religious leaders (Matt. 23), dispossessing them with strong denunciations, followed by the destruction of the entire nation in A.D. 70. Since his coming, the Jewish people have not had another prophet, priest or king.

Quite a bit of discussion also surrounds the identity of the individual who possessed "wounds in your hands" (13:6). Some have identified him with Christ, the wounds supposedly referring to his crucifixion. But Christ could not have denied that he was a prophet, nor could he have said that he was a farmer, or that he was wounded in the house of his friends. Obviously, this is a reference to a false prophet (cp. vv. 4-5) who was wounded in his idolatrous worship.  The zeal for the Lord will be so great in Messiah's kingdom that the idolaters will make every attempt to hide their true identity, but their scars will be the obvious evidence of their iniquity.    
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our journey through the Old Testament and we come to the book of Zechariah. We have before us a prophet whom we want to get to know, and for this it will help us to know something of his background. It is interesting, as with all Hebrew names, the meaning of Zechariah's name. His name means: "Jehovah remembers". We are told that he was one of the sons of Berechiah. And Berechiah was, in turn, the son of Iddo, the prophet. Berechiah means "Jehovah blesses," and Iddo means "timely." If we join the meanings of the three names mentioned to us, we find an interesting spiritual principle: God remembers, or remembers, to bless at the right time. And this is a precious thought that we must keep in mind from the beginning of the study of this book.

Through these names, and the rich meanings they contain, we are suggested the encouragement and encouragement that God wanted to give to the remnant of the people of Israel who had returned to Jerusalem after their captivity in Babylon. That is, that God remembered and blessed at the right time. We have already seen this when considering Haggai's prophecy.

Now, the Jewish Targums states that Zechariah was killed in the sanctuary and that the author of this book, Zechariah, was both prophet and priest. In the book of the prophet Nehemiah, chapter 12, verse 4, Iddo is mentioned as one of the chief priests. Therefore Zechariah was one of the chiefs of the priestly family. On the other hand the historian Josephus stated that Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, was killed in the temple. And there are those who identify Zechariah as the man whom the Lord Jesus Christ mentioned in chapter 23 of the gospel according to Matthew. In verse 35 he says: "That upon you may come all the righteous blood that is shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel, even unto the blood of Zacharias, the son of Berechiah, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar." So we assume that this is the man who wrote the book we begin today to consider. It only remains for us to remember, in this brief introduction, that there are between 25 to 30 men with that same name, Zechariah, who are quoted in the Scriptures.

Before continuing, we want to refer briefly to another Zechariah that is mentioned at the beginning of the New Testament. It is interesting that Zechariah almost concludes, so to speak, the Old Testament; his book is the penultimate book of the Old Testament; in the New Testament, the most detailed account of the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ is the writing of Luke. Luke began his account with the story of Zechariah, the priest, who was serving at the altar of incense when an angel appeared to him. His wife's name was Elizabeth. After 400 years of silence had passed, God appeared again. Why? Because God remembers his promises. And Zechariah, the priest, was the first person to receive word from God through an angel, a heavenly messenger. All these considerations make us see that Zechariah was a very important person, whose message and life we must take into account.

We have previously seen the fact that Zechariah was a contemporary of Haggai, although he was younger than the prophet Haggai. How do we know this? We know it from Zechariah's own statement in chapter 2, verse 4 of his book:

"And he said unto him, Run, speak unto this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited without walls, because of the multitude of men and cattle in the midst thereof."

The young man referred to in this quotation is himself. Therefore, we conclude that Haggai was older than Zechariah. The book that Zechariah wrote has the typical characteristics of an apocalyptic account. The visions that Zechariah had are similar to those that appear in the books of Daniel and Revelation. In comparing the lives and accounts of the apocalyptic writers there are some interesting points to note. Daniel was born in the land of Israel, but he wrote his book far from his land, namely in Babylon. Zechariah was born outside the land of Israel, probably near the canals of Babylon, but he wrote his book in Israel. Daniel, Ezekiel and John, wrote their books far from the land of Israel, and all of them wrote books that resemble an apocalyptic account. Only Zechariah was in Israel when he wrote his apocalyptic message. In the days of discouragement that covered the remnant of the people of Israel who remained in their land, Zechariah was able to see the glory of God with a vision of hope. The book of Zechariah contains more prophecies concerning the Messiah than any other of the prophets called the minor prophets. Before we continue with the study of this book, let us comment on an outline that will help us to better understand the topics we will deal with.

We could divide the book into three parts. In the first part, which covers the first 6 chapters, we have the apocalyptic accounts, fruit of the ten visions that the prophet Zechariah received in one night, visions that speak of the Messiah and the Millennium. The second part is like a historical interlude. It covers chapters 7 and 8 of the book. As in the book of Haggai, there is a question regarding a religious practice: fasting. What is fasting? Does it have any value? The answer will come when we consider chapters 7 and 8 of Zechariah.

Finally, in the third section, the prophetic message is presented. In this particular case, with the emphasis of a prophecy of judgment. We will find it in chapters 9 to 14. We will see that there are two prophecies. In the first prophecy we will study the aspects related to the first coming of Christ, and that covers chapters 9 to 11. The second prophecy contains the aspects related to the second coming of Christ. And this is in chapters 12 to 14. We find ourselves before a book of profound content.

There is one more aspect to highlight. We will observe that the content of this book reveals a direct contrast with that of the prophet Haggai. Zechariah, as we have already said, was a contemporary of Haggai. Both knew each other, and exercised their prophetic ministry among the same people, during the same period of time. But we will see that the prophecies differ; they are completely different. It is as if they were written at different times. But they are communicated to the same public, in the same epoch, by the same mandate, which came from God.

Haggai was concerned about the state of the temple, its foundations, its restoration. He was a very practical person, with his feet firmly planted on the ground. In contrast, we find Zechariah, who apparently only had in his head and mind the visions he saw, that is, he was not as close to earthly problems as Haggai. And God chose him as fit to receive ten visions in a single night, and this tells us about Zechariah's deep spirituality. The book of Zechariah is basically a book about visions, while the book of Haggai is a very practical guide. Yet, both spoke from God to the same people, in the same period of time, and in relation to the same problem. And God will speak to us today, through the book of Zechariah in the same way that He spoke to us through the book of Haggai, but in a completely different way. We have to recognize that these two prophets complement each other perfectly. We made that suggestion when we were studying the book of Haggai. It is very helpful to combine the practical, the pragmatic man, with the man of vision. Next to every person who does practical work, it is always convenient to have a complement, that is, someone with vision, who can offer another point of view that the pragmatic person would probably not have considered. That is why, when we consider together both prophetic books, Haggai's and Zechariah's, their study will enrich us, because they complement each other perfectly.

This kind of complement reminds me of a beautiful story of mutual help. It is told that in Africa, a man who was blind, met another man who had no legs. The blind man proposed a deal which the other disabled man accepted. The blind man carried the legless man on his shoulders and the legless man became the eyes for the blind man who carried him. This is how they helped each other. One looked, and directed the steps of the one who carried him along the right path, while the other walked, even though he did not have the faculty of sight.

Thus we could consider how Haggai and Zechariah complemented each other. In verse 1 of the first chapter of Zechariah we have the introduction. We are told:

"In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying."

Let us note this date: In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius. The date was given during the reign of a Gentile king, because at that time there was no king in the land of Israel, nor in the land of Judah. The line of David was no longer on the throne, and what was called "the time of the Gentiles" had begun. The second year of King Darius was the same year in which Haggai began his prophecy. Haggai began prophesying in the sixth month of the second year of King Darius. The starting date of Zechariah's prophecy: 520 B.C. Zechariah began his prophecy in the eighth month. During this month Haggai did not communicate any prophetic message; he had prophesied during the month of September, in October and in December, but not in November. This fact is a new confirmation that Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries.

Zechariah used an expression that was also Haggai's language: the word of Jehovah came. That is, he spoke backed by the same authority with which Haggai spoke. That phrase is repeated 14 times throughout this book. The emphasis and authority of the book lies in this statement. Then, in verse 2 of this first chapter of Zechariah, we read:

"The Lord was very angry with your fathers."

This prophet spoke with the same authority as Haggai did. That is, this is the word of Jehovah. He spoke to the remnant that had returned. And he is warning them not to follow in the footsteps or in the ways, which their fathers had trodden before they were carried away into captivity. He said to them, "The reason you went into captivity was because the Lord was displeased with your fathers. They had sinned against God. Now we do not want to make the same mistake." In verse 3, he said:

"Therefore say to them: Thus saith the Lord of hosts."

Again we find the same expression: Thus saith the Lord of hosts. It is interesting to note how God is named in this verse: He was called "the Lord of hosts". Many of the titles given to God have come to lose their meaning for us. Well, what does "the Lord of hosts" actually mean? In the whole book this expression was mentioned about 52 times. It is, therefore, an expression that has its significance. Now, the word "armies" is the Hebrew word "haba," and it means service or strength, or even war. And the way it was used here implies unlimited resources at His disposal, for the good of His people, a definition given by Dr. Fawcett. Let us repeat this concept. The Lord of hosts means that "He has limitless resources at His disposal for the good of His people." As we also have them today, the children of God, believers, as the apostle Paul wrote: "He is rich in mercy." (Ephesians 2:4). God has all power. So we can ask Him: What do you need today? A little mercy? Well, He has it in abundance. He is rich in mercy. He can give you mercy. He is "the Lord of hosts". Let's notice now what this verse 3, from Zechariah chapter 1, says:

"Therefore say to them: Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts."

You may have noticed that the expression "the Lord of hosts" is reiterated three times in this verse, and then mentioned again in the next verse. Let's look at what God said in verse 4:

"Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Turn ye now from your evil ways and from your evil doings; and they hearkened not, neither hearkened unto me, saith the Lord."

This was a warning to the people. The book began in a very practical way, don't you think? What God was saying here was the following: "Your fathers did not want to pay attention to the prophets that I sent to them. I sent them Hosea, I sent them Joel, I sent them Amos. I also sent Isaiah and Jeremiah. I sent all those prophets, and they did not listen to them. They didn't pay attention to any of them. That is the reason you went into captivity." That's why it says in this verse 4:

"Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Turn ye now from your evil ways and from your evil doings; and they hearkened not, neither hearkened unto me, saith the Lord."

Then, in verse 5, God asked them the following question:

"Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, shall they live forever?"

The people of Israel could no longer hear the voices of the prophets. That is, other prophets such as Jeremiah, Isaiah, Hosea, Joel and Amos had already died. Their voices were silenced. God also asked them, where are your fathers? Well, the previous generation, the fathers, all of them were buried in Babylon. But that was not a proper place for an Israelite, because for the Hebrews it was always very important to be buried in their own land. even Jacob, now an old man, in the land of Egypt, made Joseph, his son, swear that he would not bury him in Egypt. He wanted to be taken and buried in the land of his fathers, and that is where his remains rest, in Hebron, in Israel. And why this longing to return to the land of the ancestors? Jacob was confident that on the day when God would raise him from the dead, along with the other patriarchs, the pious Israelites, they would live in that promised land. That was their hope, to be raised from the dead, there in their land. And therefore, they all wanted to be buried in their land. If you have had the opportunity to visit the city of Jerusalem, in Israel, you know that before the eastern gates, over the valley of Hebron, and up to the slope of the Mount of Olives, there are many, many graves of Israelites who were buried there. Why were they buried there? The main reason is that they are waiting there to see the Messiah come one day to the land.

Zechariah's question is very pertinent, "Your fathers, where are they?" Well, they were buried in Babylon, by the Babylonian canals. It was not the proper place for an Israelite to receive burial far from the land, the promised land, because their hope was far away, in this land of Israel. It must have been very sad, and even traumatic, for those who returned from captivity, from Babylon, and had to leave their loved ones, their families, buried in a strange land, in a land of slavery, shame and humiliation. God gave them a serious warning. And then he said, in verse 6 of this chapter 1 of Zechariah:

"But my words and my ordinances, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not reach your fathers?"

That is, was it not so with your fathers? Judgment came, that is, your sins have overtaken you. Verse 6 concludes by saying:

"Therefore they returned and said, As the Lord of hosts thought to deal with us according to our ways, and according to our works, so did he deal with us."

So, finally, they were willing to admit that all the bad things that had happened to them as God's judgment were just, because He had warned them of the dire consequences. But they had not listened to Him. Now Zechariah was again presenting a warning to the people. What can we learn for our lives from what we have just read? We find on the one hand warnings and on the other hand a call: a warning not to take God's advice in vain; and a call to return to Him in repentance.

In our next chapter, we will begin to consider the ten visions that Zechariah had in one night. And, some of these visions and the message that comes out of them have great importance for our lives. We suggest you read the remaining verses of this chapter 1 of Zechariah, to be better informed and at the same time better prepared for our next study. And as we always mention: we pray to God fervently for you, so that you can have a personal encounter with Him, the Almighty God, who loves you so much and is waiting to begin a very personal relationship with you.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Zechariah 1:7 - 11

[image: ]




the journey we began in the previous chapter in the book of the prophet Zechariah. We have been able to appreciate in the first six verses of chapter 1 of this book, a very practical section. And we believe that this is one of the most practical sections of this book. When we say that, we do not mean to indicate that what we are about to see is not practical. We simply mean that now there is a change in the picture as we are going to look at the visions that God gave to the prophet Zechariah. We come now to verse 7, and here begin the ten visions that Zechariah had in just one night.

Now, we recognize that many biblical expositors say that the prophet had only eight visions. We classify them as ten visions, and we will see why, when we come to the place where we make a division that most biblical expositors and commentators do not usually make. Now, by this we are not trying to say that they are wrong and we are right. It is simply a different way of studying a biblical passage.

Now, perhaps you have the impression that since Zechariah had these visions at night, they were only dreams. But we may observe that the prophet presented his arguments clearly, and that they were not a succession of dreams. We think the best thing to do is to read the beginning of verse 7, which tells us:

"On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month."

Which month does the prophet refer to? The Hebrew year does not begin with the month of January. So, when the eleventh month is indicated here, we are talking about the month of February. The date presented here, then, is February 24, 520 BC. We shall soon see the meaning of this data. Let us now see what verses 7 and 8 of this chapter 1 of Zechariah say:

"On the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying, I saw by night, and, behold, a man riding upon a sorrel horse, which was among the myrtle trees that were in the deep; and behind him were sorrel horses, dark and white."

We want to contemplate what these two verses tell us, because we believe they are significant and of great importance. We have said that although the prophet had these visions at night, that does not mean that they were dreams, because Zechariah affirmed it categorically. He said, "I saw by night. He was not saying that he had dreamed that night, but that he saw by night; that is, that it happened during the night hours. And actually, the beginning of this verse 8 would indicate an expression like "behold," or "behold," as we have it here. We believe that the translator should have placed an exclamation mark, with which the text would read as follows: "And behold! A man riding on a sorrel horse". It is important to realize that Zechariah does not relate a dream, but a vision given by God.

How does God speak? God has always spoken in various ways: it can be through dreams, through visions, through the prophets, through His holy Word, but above all, He speaks to us through His Son Jesus Christ. The important thing is to listen to Him and act accordingly. In the case of the prophet Zechariah, and we reiterate it again, we clearly see that he had the experience of a divine vision, and that the prophet did not admit the probability that what he saw was a simple dream. The fact that it happened at night does not imply that he dreamed it. He wrote: I saw by night. He did not say: "I dreamed by night". It is important for us to know how to distinguish between one way of revelation or another, so that we can clearly understand how God revealed Himself to the prophet Zechariah.

There is one more significant fact in the text we are considering and it has to do with the dates mentioned. It speaks of the month of February. Five months before this date, it was when the Lord appeared to the prophet Haggai, and it was then that the work of rebuilding the temple began. The prophet Haggai communicated, two months before this date, a series of messages from God of denunciation and call to repentance. The first two messages were addressed to the rulers, the politicians and the priests, who expected God's blessing in spite of leading a sinful life, and disregarding God. The third message was addressed to the people because of their delay in building the temple. The people had delayed the building of God's house by first building their own houses.

Haggai also told them that the destruction of the world power of the Gentiles would come before God would establish His kingdom here on this earth. And that there would be one who would come to rule, and that this would be the Messiah, and that He would come from the lineage of Zerubbabel. And you will remember that in the last verse of the book of Haggai, he said, "And I will set thee as a signet ring." That ring was a sign of authority. So, the Messiah was not only going to descend from the lineage of David, but he was also going to come from the family of Zerubbabel. Both David and Zerubbabel, were mentioned in the genealogies, one of them in the Gospel of Matthew, from the family branch of Joseph; the other, from the family branch of Mary, we can read this account in the Gospel according to Luke, chapter 3.

Therefore, it was quite significant that at that time, while the temple was being built, Zechariah received these ten visions.

As we have said before, the prophet had visions, not dreams, so we believe that Zechariah was wide awake. And, if you or I, had had ten visions like those experienced by the prophet Zechariah all in one night, we would surely be as alert as he was. They were so important, they revealed so many things, with so much transcendence, that undoubtedly, the prophet stayed awake without any problem.

The first vision we encounter is that of a horseman riding among the myrtles. This we can see in verses 7 to 17. Zechariah presented this picture in a rather dramatic way, and wrote in verse 8:

"And I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a sorrel horse, which was among the myrtle trees that were in the deep; and behind him were sorrel horses, dark and white."

We believe it is necessary to stop here, and examine what this vision is all about. To begin with, who is this man riding on this sorrel horse? He said, "Behold a man". Who was this man? For us it is clearly an image of Jesus Christ, a manifestation of Christ before he became man, became incarnate. And how do we know this? Well, in verse 9, we read:

"And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will show thee what these are."

And then, in verse 11:

"And they spake unto the angel of the Lord which stood among the myrtle trees."

The angel was identified as the angel of the Lord. Now, in the Old Testament, every time "the angel of the Lord" is mentioned, it refers to the image of Jesus Christ, manifested before His incarnation, which takes place in the New Testament. The one described among the myrtles was none other than the angel of the Lord, the angel of His presence, who represents our Lord Jesus Christ. The Messiah. And what was he doing? He was watching, watching the world. Now, it is true that Satan is called the prince of this world, and with God's permission, the system that rules the world today, is still under the power of Satan. But, we have good news for you: God has not abandoned this earth, He has not neglected His creation. This truth is one of the most encouraging promises we can understand, and learn, as we consider this vision. even at this very moment, the Lord Jesus Christ is watching over His own. In this particular case, He was watching over the nation of Israel. And what a great comfort, what a great encouragement it is to know that God is watching over each one of us. That surrounded by planets, galaxies, constellations without end, infinite and countless, the Creator, the God of the universe continues to watch, is there, watching over His own, what a wonder, what a comfort, what a message for you and for me, what a powerful vision! The prophet Zechariah gave many messages of comfort. And this is one of them.

Now, in the story there was mention of a sorrel or red horse. And what is the meaning of red? Well, we must say that it speaks of blood, of bloodshed, of the blood that people will shed in the wars that we will study when we get to the book of Revelation. But this sorrel horse speaks to us of the blood shed on the cross by Jesus Christ, of His blood shed. He cares for this earth, because He died and shed His blood for this planet earth on which you and I live, for every one of us who inhabit this planet. What a beautiful and meaningful picture we have here!

In the vision there were other horses. And not only horses, we understand that there were also horsemen in the background. We believe it is implied that there were horsemen, because Zechariah said: "And he stood among the myrtle trees which were in the deep, and behind him were horses of the sorrels, and horses that were white, and horses that were white, and horses that were white". We believe that in describing the picture of his vision, God did not give him all the detailed information; they could be angelic beings, and that they were under His command. Their task was to care for this earth. The colors mentioned here are very significant. Zechariah described the sorrel or red, grey and white horses. The sorrel, or red, horse speaks of war; then we have the overo horses, which is a peachy yellow color; and the white horses, which speak to us of victory. They speak to us of the fact that the one who is mounted on this horse is marching towards victory. And the symbolic meaning is that the victory has come after the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ.

Let us now consider these myrtle trees that Zechariah quoted here. In some countries these trees are called laurel trees. In other places they are known as myrtles; they are trees that grow in desert regions. In the land of Israel many of these trees can be found. Apparently these lands are very suitable for the growth of these trees. In Israel there are forests of thousands and thousands of these trees. Sometimes they are considered as an emblem of Israel. You have probably noticed that certain trees and plants represent the nation of Israel. The olive tree, for example, which is also native to that area, the myrtle, and the vine, the grapevine, the cedars. All of them have had a symbolic meaning in the Holy Scripture, the Word of God.

Other prophets also spoke of this. For example, in Isaiah, chapter 41, verse 19, God said, "I will give in the wilderness cedar trees, acacia trees, myrtle trees, and olive trees; I will put in the wilderness cypress trees, pine trees, and box trees together." And then God said again in Isaiah, chapter 55, verse 13: "Instead of the brier shall grow cypress, and instead of the nettle shall grow myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off". A large number of trees were planted there, and most of them are myrtles, and this may have a symbolic meaning. Myrtle branches can be seen intertwining with palm branches; this was used in the rite of the celebration of the feast of tabernacles, when the huts, or "enramadas", were built. As a curiosity we tell you the following: "Jadaza" is the Jewish word for the name "Esther", but it is also the same word for "myrtle". So, when one girl was given the name Esther and another was called Mirta, in reality they both had the same name.

Now, Zechariah described that he was "in the deep". And what does he mean by being in the deep? Well, it indicates that it was in a valley. Possibly in a place where the myrtle tree could get water; that there was a forest there.

In the picture that was described there was a rider on the sorrel horse, and behind him, apparently, there were more riders on other horses, some were the overos, with their spotted skin, perhaps they were in the shade of these myrtles, and the sun's rays filtering through the foliage of the trees draw those spotted shadows on their skin. But the others, the sorrel and the white, stood out clearly in the picture of his vision.

The prophet declares that these trees were in the valley, and for us this has a symbolic meaning, because Israel was, figuratively speaking, in a low place, as in a valley, both morally and spiritually.

We believe that the Lord Jesus was simply waiting for the day to come when He would take control of the situation. And while that day was coming, He was patrolling and watching over the Earth. He is watching over us. Regarding the other creatures mentioned, our interpretation is that they were supernatural beings, angels who were there with Him.

It is striking to contemplate some details of this vision. The first part of verse 9 of this chapter 1 of Zechariah, we read:

"Then I said, "What are these, my lord?"

Let us read the answer, which follows, in verse 9 and verse 10:

"And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will show thee what these are. And the man who was among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the Lord has sent to scour the earth."

A moment ago, when we were talking about verse 8, we said that it was implied here that there were horsemen on these other horses. In verse 10, we read that, "These are the ones that the Lord has sent to go over the earth." That is why we believe that there were more horsemen; we do not believe that the horses alone were going to scour the earth and even less that they were talking to the angel of the Lord, because it says in verse 11:

"And they spake unto the angel of the Lord which stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have traversed the earth, and, behold, the whole earth is at rest and still."

As we can see, their task was to patrol the earth. Now they said, "We have scoured the earth, and behold, the whole earth is at rest and still." This comment seems positive and good, because this earth, in the 5,000 years of recorded history, has experienced just under 200 years of relative peace. The human being, sadly, is a creature that can easily be incited to war. He is always fighting, with himself, and with others, there is always war in his heart. The news we read in the newspapers or see on the television news tell us every day about wars, conflicts, people fleeing their countries out of fear, necessity, persecution, and many other reasons. But here we have a period of peace, and it seems so positive. But was it really like that?

We will have to wait until our next chapter to analyze and answer this question. We suggest you read the rest of this chapter 1 of the book of Zechariah. The study will be more interesting and you will better understand the teachings that God wants to show us through His word. So, until our next chapter, God bless you, it is our fervent prayer!



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Zechariah 1:12 - 21

[image: ]




Returning to verse 7 of the first chapter, we had commented on the first of the 10 visions presented to us in this book. In this first vision, a rider was resting on a sorrel horse, that is, a reddish-colored horse, situated in the shade of some myrtle trees, in a deep place like a deep pit. Behind this rider there were three different types of horses: Alazanes, overos and whites. The overo horses, of a color similar to peach, rested in the shade of the trees, in such a way that the contrast of lights and shadows produced by the branches could cause the visual effect of being speckled or spotted. Thus, it is possible that, in reality, there were only two types of horses: The sorrel and the white. The sorrel or reddish color suggests war. The white, on the other hand, suggests victory and purity. In this way, the author conveys to us the image of a God who is not alien to our reality, to our world but, on the contrary, is a God who is continually contemplating and attentively watching the earth. And this should be, for us, of great consolation and hope. On the other hand, let us not forget the rider on the sorrel horse. Who is he? What does he represent? This rider represents nothing less than Christ, the son of God, long before his coming to earth.

What are we told in this passage? We are told that the other horsemen had gone through the earth, and that there was peace in it. Now, in the previous study we commented that in five thousand years of recorded world history, only two hundred years have been of complete peace, so we understand that this was then one of those periods of peace. In our previous study we dwelt on verse 11 of Zechariah chapter 1, which read as follows:

"And they spake unto the angel of the Lord which stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have traversed the earth, and, behold, the whole earth is at rest and still."

What kind of peace would this be? Certainly not a very lasting peace, given that in the following verse, we read the following:

"And the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, and on the cities of Judah, with which thou hast been wroth by the space of seventy years?"

Here he refers to the seventy years during which Jerusalem had been nothing but rubble, ruins and ashes. After this period, the Jews had returned home, leaving behind them years of captivity in Babylon, after which they were beginning the rebuilding of their beloved city. Their cry to God was as follows, "How long shall we wait, before God gives us His true and final blessing?" God's answer was clear and direct: He was not pleased with the nations who, being at peace, have ignored the sorry plight of Jerusalem. And while God had great zeal for Jerusalem, the other nations of the world were utterly indifferent. But now God had returned to Jerusalem in mercy, and the rest of the nations, though enjoying a period of peace, were going to have to take their share of responsibility. The peace they were enjoying was not going to last for long.

We would like, at this point, to point out the following: It seems clear that, in view of the present international situation and what the history of mankind itself narrates, our world can never enjoy permanent and lasting peace, until, as the Bible indicates, the Lord Jesus begins His reign in Jerusalem. He is the Prince of Peace, and without Him, without His rule over the nations and over our lives, the world can never achieve peace. And the peace He offers today is a deep peace with God, because our sins have been forgiven. If you, dear friend, have made things right with God, then you can enjoy peace. And if the nations would do the same, they too would be blessed with this peace. Peace with capital letters. Lasting peace. The so-called "civilized nations" have been the ones that in a single century have provoked two world wars and countless civil wars, humanitarian catastrophes and genocides.

An old poem tells how, during the Second World War, soldiers landed on an island in the Pacific Ocean expecting to encounter indigenous savages, headhunters and cannibals. How great was their surprise when all they found was a multitude of small churches of believers who were welcoming them in a friendly manner. This poem concludes by highlighting, with irony, how the supposed "savages and pagans" were at peace and the believers, or Christian nations, at war.

In our opinion, dear friend, the world cannot have peace if it ignores and turns its back on Christ.

Let us return again to the passage in the book of Zechariah that concerns us: Jerusalem, it says here, was surrounded by nations that lived in peace, ignoring their fate. But this situation was not to be prolonged in time. Let us remember that while this vision and these prophetic words spoken by the Lord to Zechariah were taking place, the armies of Media and Persia were dominating the Babylonian empire. Previously Babylon had subjugated Egypt and Syria. But now, the Medo-Persian empire ruled from the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea, from the snow-capped mountains of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, to the burning sands of the Sahara Desert. This mega empire, which had brought a period of peace and prosperity to the area, was unaware that a few years later, a young warrior named Alexander the Great would come from the West to put an end to its dominance and power. Let us now take a look at verse 13 of Zechariah chapter 1, which reads:

"And the Lord answered good words, comforting words, to the angel that talked with me."

We want to highlight here the two adjectives used by Zechariah: "And the Lord answered with good words and comforting words". These are words of help. If we look back, another prophet named Haggai received words about a terrible judgment to come. This is not the case with Zechariah. He was receiving good words. And he also received comforting words. Let us note then, what verse 14 says:

"And the angel that talked with me said unto me, Cry, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts: I will celebrate Jerusalem and Zion with great zeal."

We have already commented above on the meaning of the word "zeal". God is not jealous as what we understand by that intense emotion called "jealousy". It is not the kind of human zeal that leads to destruction and usually causes demonstrations of temper. What God is saying here is: "I was very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion". That is, God emphasized and insisted that he had an enormous and fabulous zeal for his beloved city, Jerusalem. jealousy is a fierce and burning passion. And men feel jealous of what is theirs, of that which, being theirs, falls into the hands of another person. This is how jealousy begins to act, passionately. And if we could extrapolate to God, we might suggest that God was jealous in the same way. Because this was His city. Jerusalem was His city. Its inhabitants were His people. And He was watching the enormous worldwide pressure against Jerusalem and against all the people of Israel. And He felt absolutely jealous for His people.

Let us continue with our reading. In verse 15 of this chapter 1 of Zechariah, we read:

"And I am very angry with the nations that are at rest; for when I was angry a little while, they aggravated the evil."

In other words, all these nations were doing nothing for this city. And God wanted that to be His city. Let's read the first part of verse 16:

"Therefore thus saith the Lord, I am returned to Jerusalem in mercy."

Thus, God was saying to His people: "I have returned, and in mercy, I want to deal with my people". And as He Himself manifested many times, He is rich in mercy. In verse 16 in its entirety we read:

"Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem in mercy: in her shall my house be built, saith the LORD of hosts, and the plummet shall be stretched out upon Jerusalem."

There are those who believe that this plumb line, that is, a measuring rod or cord stretched over Jerusalem, indicates the resurgence of the city in terms of size and number of buildings, thus prophesying that the city would expand, eventually becoming a great city. And we believe this is quite possible. We have seen before that when God measures a man with a measuring rod, it means that God is willing to act directly in the life of that particular man or woman. And now, after the seventy years of captivity had passed, God returned, or turned again to His own people. And He manifested Himself there in mercy, indicating to the other nations that they would never have peace, unless there was first peace in Jerusalem.

If we return for a moment to the present day, we can look at the delicate and conflictive situation in the Middle East and reflect on these words. For is it not true that history itself tells us of the ongoing conflict between Israel and its neighbors? As long as Israel has been a nation, it has not known peace with other nations. And Israel has not yet returned to its God, despite having grown in size, power and prosperity. Although God's people have returned to their land and rebuilt their cities, they are still scattered throughout the world in unbelief as to the promises of their God. And to this day they have not known peace.

there is no peace on this earth, and there can be no peace until there is peace in Jerusalem.

God has mentioned on numerous occasions, through the sacred scriptures, His eternal and passionate love for Jerusalem. For example, in Psalm 132, verses 13 and 14 He said, "For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His own habitation. This is forever the place of my rest; here will I dwell, for I have loved her." And then it says in Psalm 78, verses 67 and 68: "He rejected the tent of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judah, the mountain of Zion, which he loved." God said that this was the place He loves, although, in view of the facts, it seems clear that, to this day, God's judgment is upon that city. We would like to treat this subject in more depth, but we cannot do so in the present study. Later on we will mention again other passages and prophecies regarding Jerusalem, a city that because of its geostrategic relevance has had and will have an important role in the history of the Middle East and the world.

Well, let's continue with our study in Zechariah, and let's look at what verse 17 of chapter 1 tells us:

"Still cry, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts: My cities shall yet overflow with the abundance of good, and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem."

We observe here a vision towards the future, towards the plan that God is still carrying out today in his people and in his city.

We believe that this thought has an obvious application for Christians today. For the question we might ask ourselves would be this: Are each of us working on something that really has eternal value? What is it that you are doing today? What value will it have ten years from now? Or a hundred years from now? Even more, what value will it have a million years from now? Are we working with an eye to future eternity? We must not lose sight of this: Christians are not called to be "good" or to do "good things", but to be "transcendent". There are "better" people than Christians. There are people more generous, helpful and kind than Christians. There are people who, without being Christians, have much more impact than Christians. Why? Because at times, we followers of Christ have been satisfied with "being good" and have forgotten to direct our sight towards eternal things. God did not call us to be "good" but "transcendent": to forgive 70 times 7, to turn the other cheek, to give away the cloak as well as the robe, to go the second mile. Because if we are not "transcendental" our acts will be punctual, insignificant and without social or personal impact.

Let us continue with verse 18 of chapter 1 of Zechariah, in which the second vision of the prophet is commented on. Let's see what verses 18 and 19 say:

"Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, four horns. And I said to the angel that talked with me, What are these? And he answered me, These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem."

Zechariah indicated here that he saw four horns, which are the ones that scattered Jerusalem, Judah and Israel and the kingdoms of the North and South. But what do these four horns mean?

A horn represents a Gentile ruler, that is, a pagan or unbeliever toward the Christian God. We can find a similar image in Daniel chapter 7, verse 24. And in Revelation, in chapter 17, verse 12: "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but for one hour they shall receive authority as kings with the beast". In this future vision the horns represent a Gentile world power. And these four horns, in Zechariah, represent four Gentile world powers.

But who are they? They are the four empires that have persecuted and scattered Israel over the face of the earth: Babylon, the Medo-Persians, Greece and Rome.

The interesting thing is that, as we read in the next verse, God mentions what He is going to do with them. We can read it in verses 20 and 21, where four carpenters are mentioned:

"Then the Lord showed me four carpenters. And I said, What are these come to do? And he answered me, saying, These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that none of them lifted up his head; but these are come to shake them, to cast down the horns of the nations that lifted up the horn over the land of Judah to scatter it."

Actually, we should substitute the word carpenters for sculptors or smiths. Here we are told:

"Then the Lord showed me four carpenters. 21And I said, What are these coming to do?"
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