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            "listening is an art form best rendered in silence."
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Terms of Engagement

I wake with a sense of anticipation I do not trust.

That is always the first sign something has gone wrong.

The Council is already assembled.

Not arguing.

Not spiraling.

Not even interrupting each other.

They are... waiting.

“Oh no,” I say, sitting up. “Why are you all calm?”

“Because,” says Judgment, hands folded with ceremonial gravity, “we have entered a structured phase.”

“Structured?” I repeat.
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