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IF YOU ARE A MUSICIAN of any kind, amateur or otherwise, you know about amplification. It is the process of making a signal, sound, or message stronger so that it can be received by more people. Amplification, in some form, is a necessary part of life. Without it, we wouldn’t hear our favorite musicians, songs, or speeches. Yes, amplification, whether acoustic or electronic is a part of life. 

Those who use electronic amplification regularly know a common problem with amplifiers is that they can pick up stray signals and amplify the wrong sounds. Sometimes it is a feedback loop that has everyone covering their ears or a radio signal that gets mixed into the sound and ruins the clarity of the music or speech. Sometimes, proper amplification is tricky business. 

This is the world around us. We are constantly bombarded with amplified sounds, philosophies, beliefs, sales pitches, and agendas. Advertising agencies spend big bucks to interrupt your listening, watching, or scrolling with their product or agenda. Politicians and pundits scream that their message is the best and should be heard above everyone else. What are we to do in a world of such noise and distraction? 

The truth is that we must make choices every day about which voices get amplified and which voices get ignored. At the end of the day, we oversee what gets amplified in our lives, though it can feel like we are at the mercy of the voices that scream the loudest. What we choose to amplify in our own lives, what we choose to give prominence will shape us, how we see the world, and what we choose to do. Therefore, I want to challenge you to amplify the light of God’s Truth above everything and everyone else. 

Amplifying the Light is about choosing God and His Truth. It is about worshipping Him and choosing daily, to make Jesus Christ the center point of your life by allowing His words, His Spirit, and His power to have prominence. When we choose to Amplify the Light, we are rejecting darkness, selfishness, and sin in favor of life, truth, wisdom, and power for life. 

In this book we are going to look at several elements of worship and how we can choose to amplify the light in our own lives. It is my prayer that as you examine the spiritual principles in this book, you will see that God wants to guide you and fill you with life. He wants His power to be present in your world, but we must choose to Amplify His voice above everything else. In the end, if we make a habit of Amplifying the Light of God through genuine, sacrificial worship, we will find that the rewards are more than worth the effort. 

Thank you for choosing to go on this journey with me. 

In Christ,

Pastor Roger
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CHAPTER 1: 

A MATTER OF SPIRIT AND TRUTH
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––––––––
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Welcome to the study on “Worship: Amplifying the Light!” Let’s start out this chapter by asking the question ‘How do we as Christians, amplify the light?’ First, we must start by defining why we need to amplify the light. Since there are sin, temptation, and darkness in the world, and they really do have power, we need to forever remember that the light is always more powerful than the darkness, always! The light always overcomes the darkness; the light always pierces the darkness. Satan has no power other than what we give him. Now he is tricky and deceitful, and he knows how to manipulate. That's why we need to have a study like this to understand just what is happening. 

Where do sin and temptation come from? They come from our own desires. What does Jesus tell us in Luke 9:23? He said: “23If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself”. If we are denying ourselves, that means we are denying those desires that are contrary to God. But we can't live in a vacuum. Too many times we allow our spirituality, our Christian spiritual lives, to be more about what we’re not doing than what we are doing, and that is no place to live. That is not going to be blessed; it will be a joyless, judgmental, and tiring existence. If all we focus on is avoiding the darkness, we are missing out on the blessing God has for us. 

God wants us walking with him, not just avoiding the bad. Observe what happens when we live avoiding the bad. Inside, spiritually, we become like those people who won't leave their house because they're too afraid of what might happen. Then we start living in such a way that we become afraid of life. Satan’s around every corner. Everything is bad, and we just start to hole up spiritually. That’s not what God wants. 

The creation mandate still exists to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. That mandate still exists; God did not change it. We have to learn how to do it with wisdom. We have to learn how to walk with God, and worship is where it starts.  It starts with the Worship of God Almighty because we are created to worship. We are going to worship. There is no question about that. We are hard-wired to worship because we are created with an upward call. We are created to glorify God, to serve Him, to be masters over this world but servants in His kingdom. His kingdom is over this world, and if we don’t serve God then we will serve something. If we aren’t worshiping God, we will worship something. We will give ourselves to it, and we will sacrifice for it. 

But what is worship? Unfortunately in our culture, we have taken worship and turned it into something far simpler than it should be, yet more complex than it ought to be. And I know that sounds contradictory, but when I say simpler, I mean worship is more than singing a song. It is so much more! Is singing praise to God a part of worship? Yes and an indispensable part. It is a part of worship; it is necessary. It is something He wants us to do, and there is power in it. There is connection to God, but that’s not all it is. Sometimes we compartmentalize our worship. First, the singing is worship; then we have the sermon. All of this is worship, and all of our lives reflect what we worship. With that in mind we will start this study looking at

1. What is worship? 

2. How do we worship? 

3. How do we know when it is right?

4. What is the power of worship? 

5. What does worship do? 

6. What does God expect from us in worship? 

Is worship just about a feeling, or is there some objective truth involved in this we have to achieve in order for it to be legitimate? 

Turn in your Bibles to John chapter 4. We are going to look at the story of the ‘woman at the well’ and see that worship is a matter of spirit and truth. Now I know that this story is well known. It is common, and you have heard it over and over again if you have been in church any amount of time. But I hope I can present this in a little different light because we’re not focusing so much on the woman. I don’t want to take a main character out of this, but there are other things going on here. So let’s start in John 4:7-26 where we read the story about the woman from Samaria who came to draw water.

“7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.””

This is such a powerful moment. We could spend an entire study on this story just hashing out everything. So, if I leave out your favorite part of the story, sorry. We’re going in a specific direction, so the first thing I want us to consider here is the offer at hand. That is what worship is always about, what is being offered. When we choose to worship anything, we have to ask ourselves “what is being offered that makes it worthy of worship?” Now that’s not a question we probably hear a lot? But look at what Jesus says to her in verse 10 “Jesus answered her: “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you ‘give me a drink’, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”” What's he doing? He is offering her something that is beyond what she could understand as reality in that moment, ‘living water’. Now her understanding of living water is it's a river or a spring. Having a stream with a continual fresh supply of moving water next to a house in that desert climate was priceless, and it was considered living waters. It was a constant supply that you didn't have to go draw it out; it was always going to be fresh, you could just have it. It was there. So when He said ‘living water’, her ears perked up like, ‘yes, show me the secret living water’. Obviously He's speaking about something much deeper; “11The woman said to Him: “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob?” And so she asked the typical questions, ‘what are you even talking about?’ 

Verse 13; “Jesus said to her: “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again”. So He is now differentiating between the flesh and the spirit. This is important; the flesh and the spirit. He says this: “14But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I give him will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life”. 

What is being offered? Eternal life; a source of never ending, inexhaustible life, and water is the image. Now obviously water is important. We can't live without it for very long. We need water! We are experiencing water issues in our town right now. Many of us have been inconvenienced. We find out water is important really quickly when suddenly it's difficult to get. Now in this woman’s day, it was even more difficult to get good clean water. It was even a step harder. What He is offering her is something that is so life bringing; it is more life bringing than the very water she's going out there to get. So we have to look at what He is offering. Jesus is inviting this woman into faith and worship that leads to life. Because, let's just be honest, this is a strange conversation from the beginning. Here is this Jewish man (they didn't talk to Samaritans at all, especially to Samaritan women), who says: “Hey, give me some water.” He has broken every norm there is. We won’t focus on that here, but this is weird. This is a weird conversation, and then all of a sudden He's like “yeah, but I’ll give you some greater water. I will give you water that will well up to eternal life.” Suppose that because of the water shortage here in town, you went downtown where they were handing out water, and you were on your way to get your water and somebody said “hey, you want some living water?” You’d think, “This is weird. Who are you, and why are you talking to me? What’s going on here?” 

That’s exactly what this woman did. But Jesus isn't deterred; He is offering an endless, spiritual refreshment and nourishment. Is there anything else in this world that can make that offer to us? No! There’s nothing else. Now the world does offer some things. It offers entertainment, but is entertainment worth worshiping? It does offer up something and many people worship at that altar, but can it offer life? Can money offer life? No! But many people worship at that altar also.  Now, when I say ‘they worship at that altar’, what do I mean? I mean they offer themselves to it. They sacrifice for it; they make an offering to it, and they serve it. 

You see, Jesus is inviting this woman into faith and worship, and He starts with what He can offer. What is his greatest offer? It’s living water that wells up into eternal life. He goes straight for the greatest offer there can be. Now, He does have to explain how to get it. She doesn't understand what this means. There is a whole process at play here. He starts with the offer. Jesus said to her: “13everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again.” He's trying to pull her mind away from the physical, and this is important. Why do I keep bringing this up? It’s because worship can't be about the physical. He already said “14a whoever drinks of this water will be thirsty again but whoever drinks of the water that I will give, will never be thirsty again.” So He is saying that there is going to be something about this living water that will so fully satisfy, that will so fully bring life, you will never be in need again ... never be in need again. 

What can make this offer? He says “14bthe water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life”. So this offer is truly good news. This is off the chart good news. This is something that is literally unbelievable. It is so good in this moment. Why? Because this woman is tired, she's worn out with life, and I mean ‘worn out’ with life, okay. She's lonely, she’s isolated, she's weary, and she’s heavy laden. She is surviving, not thriving. In many ways she is now just going through the motions of life until she dies because life has taken one bad turn after another. She is worn out! And within those bad times were undoubtedly betrayals by others. We can get into the discussion of five husbands, but I guarantee that was not all her fault. Women couldn't just divorce their husbands on a whim back then. In fact, they couldn’t divorce their husbands at all. The men could only do it. So she has had five husbands, then they left her. Now we don't know why, but within that are betrayals by others, bad decisions she has made, and probably some really bad luck mixed in. She has been hit from every side in life, and she is worn out. Her joy is gone, and she is at rock-bottom and has given up. How do I know she's given up? Because she's now living with somebody to whom she isn’t married. She's given up. Like, “I will not have a thriving life. I will not have a happy life. I will not have the family that I so long for. I will not have the relationship that I so long for.  I’m just not going to get it, so I will just take what I can get so I can survive.”

She has given up; her hope for something better is gone. And now Jesus shows up and tells her He wants to give her living water that will become a spring welling up to eternal life. This is the offer, and it's not a one-time drink of something good, but He says a spring welling up into eternal life. So think about a person who was at rock-bottom; the idea of having an unending source of life that sustains, and that nourishes, and refreshes is unimaginable. This was a dream she'd given up on, and now it’s being offered by someone who, for everything she knows, is her enemy. This is really just a weird conversation. I think sometimes we get a little jaded with the Scripture if we’re in it a lot, and we start to lose sight of how strange some of these God conversations are. 

This is odd, and yet this is the offer. Jesus is offering eternal life that will eternally satisfy, that will eternally provide, that will never run out, that will always satisfy what is truly needed. And here's the good news: this offer is for everyone who worships God through faith in Jesus Christ. This was not just offered to her. It was first offered to her, but it is the offer that is made to everyone, and you know what? This wasn't even new. Did you know that God has made this offer over, and over, and over throughout Scripture? Believe and God will forgive your sin and make you whole. It's offered countless times; it just sounds a little bit different, but we read in Isaiah 55: 1-3, “1Come, everyone who thirsts. Come to the waters and he who has no money, come and buy and eat.” If you don’t have any money, how do you buy? Again He's offering something that nothing within ourselves can do. We have no resources to appropriate this for ourselves. It must be offered by the One who has it. But He’s saying you can. He says; “1Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your labor for that which does not satisfy?”

Why do we worship things that don't provide life? Why do we invest ourselves in the things that do not give us a return? That's what He is saying. He says “2Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.” And it continues in verses 6 and 7: “6Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

This is God's message from the beginning, as soon as man fell; this has become God's message to us. ‘Just return to Me, I'll forgive you, and I'll give you life.’ He hasn't changed it. This has been the message the whole time! It's amazing when we start to study Scripture with the big picture view how consistent our God has been from the very beginning. He loves us, He wants us with him, but we have to do it His way. Now this is not God imposing himself just because He is powerful and He's a tyrant. It is God who is holy, and He created life. Outside of that life is death. I’ve heard people say today that sometimes there are different perspectives. There's no different perspective between life and death. There's truth and untruth. Any perspective that does not recognize the truth must therefore be untruth. This isn’t about other voices or other perspectives or being inclusive. You are either dead or alive. It’s one or the other, and if we want to do things God's way, if we want to experience what is being offered by God and I mean what is genuinely being offered, which is life and forgiveness, then we have to do it His way, and we find out in this that the way is narrow; it is. 

And this is where we are going to get into what worship is about because even the way of worship is narrow. It’s simple and there’s freedom within it, but it is still narrow. And Jesus showed us just how narrow it is in this interaction with the woman at the well. Verse 16 of John 4: “16Again Jesus says to her: “go call your husband and come here.”  Isn’t that an interesting turn? He says, “I will give you living water!” She says: “I want the living water”.  Then Jesus says: “Yeah, well go get your husband.” Do you think her heart leapt in that moment, in that moment of fear when the stomach tenses, “man, I don’t want to deal with this! This conversation was going really well till you said that. I don’t want to deal with this.” 

But you see, Jesus has to deal in truth. The truth is: there are some things going on in this woman's life that have to be dealt with. Many of them are not her fault, but they still have to be dealt with. They still have to be acknowledged. She has to trust him with it, and she has to choose to live in the truth. And so He says, “16go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her “you are right in saying “I have no husband” 18for you have had five husbands and the one you now have is not your husband, what you said is true.” Now do you notice what's missing here? There is no condemnation. He doesn’t say: “You better get right with God right now before we get into the stuff.” He just says, “oh no, you’re telling the truth.” 

Now it is a little tongue-in-cheek because she's trying to avoid the question, and He’s like, “you’re right, you are telling the truth. You don’t have a husband, you’ve had five of them, and the one you have now is not your husband.” Now all of a sudden her worst fear is realized. He knows and yet she knows “I've never met this guy; he's not from around here.” So she says the obvious, “19sir, I perceive you are a prophet.” What does that reveal about her? She has a spiritual mind; she is spiritually minded in her life. To jump to “you are a prophet” in this moment, she has a real faith in God. Sometimes this woman gets a bad rap. We look at her and think, she's been an immoral woman, but look, life has beaten her down. But she has a real faith in God, and there's a reason God has chosen her to come and talk to.  And she says “19I perceive you’re a prophet”. And then she jumps into her theological conundrum of the day. And this was the hot button, she didn't understand this, and she’s trying to understand. “I hear God hates me, but I think God loves me.” She's confused all over the place, and so she jumps straight into it: “20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain but you say that in Jerusalem is the place people ought to worship.” Jesus sidesteps all of it and goes straight to the truth. 

This is what I want us to see. Because this isn't just for her; this is for us. This is to tell us what worship is about. “21And Jesus said to her: “woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.”” He says, “Look, your question doesn't matter. You're looking at the wrong thing”. How many of you have ever done that? You find out you're looking at the wrong thing; you're looking in the wrong place for the answer. So it doesn't matter what answer you get, it’s not going to help. It's just not going to do anything, and that's what He does. He says: “you're asking the wrong question. Let me tell you the answer”. I love this, there is no condemnation. He just says: “you're asking the wrong question. But let Me give you the answer that you need.  Let Me tell you the truth.” “21Woman, believe Me the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father, 22you worship what you do not know, we worship what we know for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour’s coming and is now here.”

So, He’s saying this is the present reality, “23when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and Truth, for the Father seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” Spirit and truth, we hear that a lot right? Again if you know the story you know it is spirit and truth, spirit and truth, spirit and truth, spirit and truth.  Look at Jesus here. He knows her shame and invites her anyway. He knows our shame, and He invites us anyway. He knows our weaknesses, and He invites us anyway. He knows our failures, and He invites us anyway. He knows our sin, and He invites us to Himself anyway. 

So those things are not the things that will keep us from worshiping. That is our choice if we don't. But He says, “Look, that's not the thing that will trip you up here. You want to come and worship me, you can worship.  It doesn’t matter about how much you fail.” What does he say? He says there are some things that we have to acknowledge and some things we have to accept in order to accept him and worship him. Because that's where the story is ultimately leading is the worship of Jesus by all. Why?  Because the Scripture says “Phil.2:10-11every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father.”  Being ‘born again’ means going from a life where we are the center and going to a life where God is the center and He is worshiped as such.

Now, do you think some things will change when that happens? That is such a monumental shift that everything will change. We are created to worship and true worship has some requirements. See, we get so focused sometimes on the idea that God will accept everybody; God will accept you as you are. Yes, He will accept you, but that doesn't mean he accepts everything you do, and it doesn't mean that he accepts every bit or every kind of worship that we could just throw up at Him and say here; “I’m just doing this for God.” He says: “No, that’s not for me. You’re doing that for you, and I do not accept it.” Now just like Cain and Abel,[1]​ Cain did not appropriately worship God. What was God's response? “Fix it, and I will accept you.” He didn't condemn him; he told him some bad things would happen to him if he didn’t fix this. He told him; “Sin is crouching at your door, and it wants to have you. But you have to master it. You better figure this out. You know the command; you know what I've told you to do. And if you will just do it, I’ll accept you.” There was no condemnation; there was no impossible standard. But there was a standard, and it goes the same for us. There is a standard for worship, and that standard is spirit and truth at all times. And so here are the requirements: 

First: Worship is spiritual. What do I mean when I say that? I feel like this used to be understood but has been lost in modern times. We’ve become so practical that we’ve lost the truth, and we've lost the ability to allow the mystery of what worship is, because there is a mystery to worship. If worship is just, “hey I feel good because I sang some songs to God”, guess what? You’re serving feelings, you’re not serving God. There is a spiritual side to this that has nothing to do with the physical. It has nothing to do with my feelings. It has nothing to do with my location. It has nothing to do with my denomination, and it has nothing to do with any of that. It has nothing to do with the style of music; but it has everything to do with acknowledging God, whom we can't see. It is spiritual in nature, so worshiping is a spiritual act that is primarily focused on the unseen world. For this to work the posture of our heart has to be: I’m acknowledging that which I cannot see. I’m acknowledging that He, who is powerful, is more than I am. 

It is engaging the spiritual realm, focused on the spiritual realm, and meant to bring spiritual benefits. Yet over and over today we see worship being made more and more about the physical. And I mean this!  Lights, smoke, musical preferences, media, everything the world uses to appeal to the senses is now being imported into the church to create a response, to generate a response, so that we feel better. We feel like we worshiped when all we’ve been is entertained and we haven't worshiped. Now is there something inherently wrong with setting a mood? No. You can go to the Temple and guess what? In the Old Testament Temple, the mood was set with incense burning and a beautiful structure. I mean, it would attack your senses visually; it would attack your auditory senses and everything you were feeling. You would feel like you had stepped into a different world, and God intended that because God wants the whole person in worship. It's okay to engage the senses in different ways, but we have to remember in the end it is a spiritual act. Which means what? Whether or not I have lights, whether or not it’s the kind of music that I like, I had better focus myself on God and serve Him. It should not matter if a person is up on the platform singing off key without any instruments or if I have the Philharmonic Symphony appear, it should not make a difference. Can I be grateful for wonderful praise teams? Yes! Can it enhance worship? Yes! But you know what? It shouldn’t matter. 
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