
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
Catching the Send-Off Train

Poems

 


by Melanie Faith

 


Published by Wordrunner eChapbooks

(an imprint of Wordrunner Press)




Smashwords Edition

Copyright 2014

 


Cover photo by Alfred Eisenstadt, April
1943

(first printed in LIFE, February 14, 1944)


“Several women run alongside a train
blowing kisses that break against the windows.”

— Allison Benis-White
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Platform

 


She had to bon voyage him

like this—air kisses,

a palm fretting sideways.

Racing down the platform to catch up

 


without stockings, the remains of
kohl-pencil

lines drawn up the backs of her calves,

nylons now evaporated

for the war effort.

Everyone was for the war effort.

 


They were one month married.

 




Telephone Operator

 


Pauline rolled her hair tight and
barrette-clasped.
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