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      The "The History of Ancient Egypt" is a series of books to tell the historical stories of Ancient Egypt, and the stories run through the whole of Ancient Egypt. This book “The Second Intermediate Period" is the fifth episode, the historical period includes from the Thirteenth Dynasty through to the Seventeenth Dynasty. The content includes the division of the Middle Kingdom, and three kingdoms(Thirteen/Seventeenth Dynasty, Hyksos Dynasty, Abydos Dynasty). There is more exciting content in the book is looking forward to your reading.
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        The Hyksos Invasion

      

      The Second Intermediate Period was preceded by the Middle Kingdom. It is at the beginning of the 13th dynasty after the death of Sobekneferu. She was the queen of ancient Egypt at the end of the 12th dynasty in the Middle Kingdom. She rose to power under natural circumstances although her ability to lead was undoubtful. She was the first-ever queen to have ruled ancient Egypt in the 12th dynasty after the death of Amenemhat IV, who was her brother. After his death, she was the only royal member remaining and old enough to have taken up the mantle, her sister who was legal also having died even before her father Amenemhat III. Her death brought some confusion to the formation of the political system in the kingdom considering she died in a time that there was no heir to the throne. Her death marked the end of the 12th dynasty which was considered as the height of the Middle Kingdom, a time when Egypt experienced their best in politics, peace, and economy. It is during this peaceful time that saw people from the neighboring countries migrate into Ancient Egypt in the name of trade. They became comfortable in their new environment and even built their kingdom within Ancient Egypt. This group finally invited a Persian origin group, Hyksos, as another kingdom into Egypt. Their entry into Egypt was well-timed as they came a time when Egypt was in a confusion in the leadership and therefore, they were able to find their way up into national politics.

      

      This was just the beginning of a time that would see Ancient Egypt enter into power struggle a game that will mainly be centered on the Hyksos and Thebans. The way into which foreigners came to learn on how they would be able to place themselves in a position that they would be able to control the whole country's politics is not yet known but it was a successful way. The reason why this is an interesting topic is that Ancient Egypt had just come from a season of peace and prosperity and no one was expecting any kind of upheavals to follow that soon. But the matters that unfolded on the royal family are one of the things that saw the country lose their track. Perhaps this can be viewed at one point as luck but on the other hand, perhaps it was a planned or an observed occurrence. Perhaps the foreign nationals had already seen the gap that was created once a queen came in place and had no heir in place to replace her with the capabilities of their predecessors, this means that those who would rise into power had no capabilities or had no full support from the country, therefore, this was a good point to start with, and this is the weakness that the Hyksos maximized on.

      

      At the beginning of the 13th dynasty, which was the beginning of the Second Intermediate Period, ancient Egypt continued to be ruled from Itj-Tawi with Sebekhotep I as the king. In the beginning, the foreigners, or more so the Hyksos, started to rise gradually on the Lower Egypt starting with the Nubians who came as traders and others who were conquered earlier in the Middle Kingdom and finally came the Hyksos. The Hyksos with the help of Nubians established their rule until the 14th dynasty they were able to control most of Egypt if not all. There existed rivalry between the kings who ruled in the 13th dynasty on the basis that each who rose to power was the legitimate ruler and this made the country vulnerable and risked the stability that was set up by their predecessors in the Middle Kingdom. More additionally, most of the kings reigned for just a few years and the dynasty ended up with so many rulers. This instability is what attracted the second phase of kingship and saw the locals being usurped by foreigners who formed the second phase of the 13th dynasty. But they were also faced with rapid succession and further drove Egypt into a turmoil of disunity.

      

      The inconsistency in leadership between the Egyptians saw the country become weak to a point that they were becoming unable to resist any form of foreign attacks. And it is at this time that the Canaanites invaded Egypt perhaps with the help of their brothers who were already there. It is this conquer that saw Egyptians fall under the rule of Hyksos and marked the end of the 13th and 14th dynasties. For the Hyksos to completely control and manage the whole of Egypt they passed a lot of struggles and challenges starting with the conquering of the capitals and the most influential cities before they pressed to the South and North to make sure that their rule was felt all over Ancient Egypt. The Hyksos although so aggressive, was not able to rule Ancient Egypt for long before the Thebans rose against them and even reconquering their country back from the Hyksos. It is unclear on the circumstances that led to the fall of the Hyksos but it is believed that there must have been some misunderstanding between the Hyksos leaders that they formed a loop that the Thebans noted and maximized on it and saw the Hyksos rule weakened.  It is after this that saw Egypt seemingly come back to life and even started trading again.
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        Kingdom Kush - The ruins of the temple in Sahara desert of the Sudan

      

      A lot of drama was witnessed at the end of the 12th dynasty which continued to the beginning of the 13th dynasty. The drama unfolded itself upon the death of Amenemhet II, who was Sebekneferu’s father, and a struggle and confusion of succession began. Her brother was the legal heir of the throne upon the death of his father. His succession was therefore not complicated at all and he, therefore, rose to power without any form of complications, but this was just the beginning of the end of the 12th dynasty. Upon his death, considering he had no heir he had left behind, the only person in the line of succession in the royal family was his sister Sebeknefru, which was met with some resistance from different fronts in the kingdom but they had very little to do about it. As her brother did not also leave an heir in place, for he was never married, therefore, it attracted different parties from the country who were close enough and this brought about wrangles and mayhem and it is from here that the hard peace fought for at the end of the First Intermediate Period and maintained all through the Middle Kingdom was now at the risk of going down.

      

      It is believed that Sebeknefru's reign in power showed her as nothing short of a great leader. In her statue, it is the image of her posing in the king’s regalia in the form of Ancient Egyptian traditions. Although she liked enumerating the men's style of leadership and behavior, she never in any way tried to depict herself as a man. Her lack of heirs is the main issue that subdued the confusion at the beginning of the Second Intermediate Period. Upon her death, it was the end of the 12th dynasty, so was the end of the Middle Kingdom, marked the beginning of a much weak 13th dynasty and thus the beginning of the Second Intermediate Period. The kings who inherited power from her continued to rule from Itj-Tawy until the coming of Merneferre Ay, who shifted the capital to the South in Thebes.

      

      During these power changes through in uncertain ways, the 13th dynasty was the first dynasty to be ruled by approximately 3 Palestinians. However, they were incapable to hold the whole of Ancient Egypt together. This power changes continued within the family which had Western Asia descent in Avaris which was in the mashes of Nile Delta on the Eastern side. It is from the rule of this family that saw the country breaking away from the central authority and formed the 14th dynasty. This dynasty found a series of rulers rising to the throne and within a short period they would be usurped. It is only one of the kings who is believed to have been strong such that he managed to rule for 11 years.
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