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Chapter 1 Huge

Silver Moon sighed. She reached down, but couldn’t reach the coloured pencils on the floor. Her belly was huge at that point and the strain was getting to her. She stood back up and stared at Leon. “I can’t get the pencils!”

“I’d be happy to get them for you.” He picked them up and set them down on the desk. “Are you feeling alright?”

She frowned. “I can’t stand it anymore. I want to give birth. I have too much extra weight to carry around all the time. There isn’t enough room left for her to move around and do whatever she does all day long.” She sighed.

“Well, she’ll come soon enough.”

“It doesn’t feel that way.” She plopped down on the couch. “I know due dates aren’t always accurate, but this is just getting ridiculous.”

He sat down next to her. “I know. I think we’ve done everything we can do to get ready.”

“I know we have. Now, she just needs to come out and then we’ll be exhausted all the time.”

“Yeah. You need a massage?”

“Yes, my feet are sore and my back aches.”

He rubbed her feet and massaged her back. She let out a sigh of relief.

“Okay, I know everyone is ready for the birth. My father cannot get into the cave, but he will still lend us some magic to help.”

“I know. That’s fine. There should be plenty of magic happening while I’m pushing out our baby and also helping Elsewhere to be reborn in her realm.”

“The midwife is ready and knows your due date and knows it’s just a tentative thing. We can contact her when it’s actually time.”

“That’s at least something. One less thing to worry about. I’d just hate to go to the hospital when everything is fine.”

“I know you prefer the midwife to a hospital any day. She will be scanning you and the baby constantly to ensure that if anything goes wrong, she can get you the help you need quickly.”

“That’s comforting. I know things can go wrong, but my hips should be wide enough for our baby to come out without any trouble.”

“I’d hate to lose either one of you. Especially you because I’ve known you longer.”

She smiled. “No one bonds with their babies right away. Probably because we used to have such a high infant mortality rate.”

“Yeah, that would help. Perhaps it’s harder for me to bond to our baby because I’m not the one carrying her.”

“Probably.” She sighed. “We do have some formula in case I can’t feed her enough.”

“Yes, we have some of that. We have plenty of cloth nappies too.”

“Yeah, and your mamma set up the nursery. I’m glad she did. I wouldn’t know what all to get right away. Knowing me, I’d forget something that could end up being very important.”

“Well, I’m glad she took care of those things. She is willing to stand by and offer help if we need it. Do you think we will?”

She shrugged. “Hard to say. I feel prepared and I should be able to pick her up and hold her steady after all the practice we’ve done with the robotic baby.”

He smiled. “Yeah, I feel I can feed our baby and change nappies without a problem now.”

“It won’t be exactly the same, but I think we have all the basic skills we need to start taking care of our baby now. I’m sure there will be some adjustments we’ll have to make after she’s here.”

“That’s probably true. I know the robotic baby is set to be random for the different scenarios we may have to deal with, but I doubt it covers everything. I think it was just designed to take care of the basics and then we can go from there.”

“So, you feel ready for her to be here now?”

“As ready as I’ll ever be.”

“Good. That’s actually comforting to know you’ll be doing your part when it comes to taking care of the baby.”

He smiled. “I’d rather do it with you than make you do it all by yourself.”

“I think it’s healthier that we are going to do it together.”

“I agree with that. Feeling any better now?”

“A little, but I still want her to come out soon.” She rested her head on his shoulder. “I remember you said you never thought you’d have a child of your own.”

“It’s true. Many women find me too strange and weird that they didn’t want to be anything other than friends with me. And you know about my ex.”

“Yeah, it’s her loss and my gain.”

He chuckled. “I would agree with that. I’m glad things are better now. Perhaps not as ideal since we live with my parents, but I feel we don’t have to worry. We’ll all safe now.”

She smiled. “Yeah, I feel that way about it. I know the tiny nekos feel safe and are happier. All the cats are fine too. We all still get to see each other if we want to.”

“I’m glad we all still want to see each other.”

“And we all have a safe place to live with the support we need to raise our child. It doesn’t get any better than this.”

“I suppose not.”

“I just hope the nekos won’t feel neglected while we’re getting used to the baby.”

“Oh, I suppose that could be a problem. What do we do about it?”

“I’m not sure we can do much other than get used to the baby and then see the nekos again. I know they want to meet the new baby just about as soon as she’s here.”

“Even Sebastien?”

“Well, perhaps not as much as Claira Jaen and White Lion do. But I think he’ll be better when she’s older and not so silly.”

“He did mention that he’d like to teach her how to play chess.”

She chuckled. “He knows how to play chess?”

“Apparently, yes. He’s challenged my father to a few games and even won.”

“So, Sebastien does play in his own way. I know he will dance with the other nekos too, just not all the time.”

“And he works with the Tiny Underground to give some good ideas on how to keep the nekos safe while they do whatever work they want to do.”

“I know. I hope that continues.”


Chapter 2 Excitement

The three nekos felt safe in the garden. It was quite big for them. So big that they could run around safely without fear that someone would snatch them up. Best of all, there was play equipment for the nekos to play with. The Viscount and his wife had it built by tiny nekos for these tiny nekos to play with.

Sebastien, Claira Jaen and White Lion had hours of endless fun on the play equipment.

Mamma smiled at them. “I’m so glad the nekos are happy here.”

The Viscount smiled. “I am too. I think the tiny nekos we hired made some good equipment that an elven child could play with too.”

“So, our grandchild will have a little playground with the tiny nekos.”

“Aren’t they willing to be her older siblings?”

“I think that’s what Leon told us.”

Sebastien walked over.

The Viscount asked, “Sebastien, are you tired after your play?”

“No, I just need to do some meditating now.”

The Viscount raised an eyebrow. “How often do you do that?”

“Pretty much everyday. There were times when I spent whole days just meditating only stopping to eat or bathe or do whatever my body needed.”

Mamma said, “Is meditating what distinguishes you from the other tiny nekos?”

“It’s definitely one thing which does. I did it after our mother died and we lost White Lion. I didn’t go back until after the tiny nekos were freed from him. He was the one who insisted I’d call him father, but I couldn’t. He was too cruel to all of us.”

Mamma asked, “So, how to you get back to your siblings?”

“Oh, there were two Guardians examining the place and studying up on what he did to us and to himself. I could smell they were vampires before I saw them, but then I lost my balance and fell. They were kind to me and scanned me. They knew I was related to Claira Jaen and White Lion.”

Mamma said, “So, they reunited you with your siblings. That’s good.”

Sebastien smiled. “I would definitely agree. We are much closer after everything that’s happened to us.”

The Viscount asked, “Are you ready for the baby to arrive?”

Sebastien shrugged his shoulders. “I think I’ll like her better when she gets older. I plan on teaching her how to play chess.”

The Viscount laughed. “Sounds like a good idea. I hope you’ll be kind to her.”

Sebastien shrugged his shoulders. He was soon joined by his siblings.

Mamma asked, “Are you ready for the baby?”

Claira Jaen and White Lion lit up. They danced around the elves as Sebastien raised an eyebrow.

Claira Jaen said, “The baby is coming! We’re getting a new sibling!”

White Lion said, “Yeah, and I get to be a big brother!”

The Viscount and Mamma laughed.

Mamma asked, “Sebastien, do your siblings annoy you at times?”

Sebastien answered, “Sometimes. I know they can be silly. At least they don’t expect me to be as silly as they are.”

Claira Jaen and White Lion laughed. They stopped dancing.

Claira Jaen said, “Sebastien was always like this. I just learned he wasn’t that playful and that I had to play with the other nekos. I still love him. He has good sense. That’s why he can help with the Tiny Underground and offer suggestions and good solutions. Sometimes he actually tests things out to help us all out.”

Sebastien smiled.

White Lion said, “I don’t mind that he’s not very playful. My sister is playful enough for me. I do like that he can give such good advice when we need it.”

Sebastien said, “I’d be lost without you two. I’ve just learned to accept that most tiny nekos can be very silly and playful much of the time. Since I’ve been working with the Tiny Underground, I’ve been learning that not all tiny nekos are silly all the time. Some can be quite serious, such as the tiny nekos you hired to build our play equipment.”
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