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        Body renter, Bobby wakes up from his latest job with blood on his hands. What had his client done while renting Bobby’s body? Looking for the answer Bobby finds out who his friends are, and aren’t, on a journey that takes him halfway around the world and into the mind of a murderer.
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      Sirens snarled through the street outside, easily piercing the thin walls of the Tendali Hotel and dragging me awake in my box-bed. The headache was a doozy this time. Even my neck muscles throbbed as I punched the door open and hauled myself out of the bed. Dim light reflected the time and date at me. Three days since I’d been myself. Mr. Robbins had left half a day early.

      “He’s not getting a damn refund,” I murmured to the walls as I staggered to the disinfector. The scan flashed brightly over my skin, illuminating me in a sickly green light. No abnormal bruises, no punctures, no scrapes. Mr. Robbins had treated my body well. My cheeks had the usual brush of stubble. My hands...

      My hands were red.

      A cut somewhere, something tiny that the scan hadn’t picked up. I yelled at the lights for full brightness, to hell with the cost, and inspected every inch. Nothing. I washed my hands in the sink and watched the red swirl away. I would not think of what it was, it was nothing, but my heart was pounding and my fingers on the edge of the sink trembled with secret knowledge.

      What had Robbins done with my body?

      I threw some clothes on even as I linked to Jimmy’s vidphone. Damn, I was really burning credit now but I had to know. Jimmy’s slouch-eyed, pocked face filled the screen.
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