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      The Ancient Magick for Today's Witch Series is a series for modern witches to explore ancient magick, covering Celtic, Gypsy, and Crystal magic, among others. It offers practical advice on spells, rituals, and enchantments for today's use, incorporating natural energies and spiritual connections. With insights into Shamanism, Wicca, and more, it helps readers enhance their magickal journey, offering paths to protection, prosperity, and spiritual growth by combining ancient wisdom with contemporary practice.
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      It is a popular misconception that everyone who practices Wicca is a witch that practices magic, or that every Pagan is a Wiccan. Yes, it can get very confusing, and these practices are usually always misunderstood as dark arts or practices of those who worship Satan. But nothing can be removed from the truth.

      While there are those who practice the dark arts such as black magic or Hoodoo, most Pagans, Wiccans, and witchcraft don’t include this. They have definite rules and credence that followers of these crafts follow. This book has been written to assist readers looking for spiritual guidance into the world of Paganism and the Wiccan culture.

      Paganism has been around in some form or other for thousands of years and pre-dates most religions, including Christianity. Paganism is believed to have its roots in Animism (Perkins, 2019). Animism is thought to date back to the Paleolithic period and prehistoric man or hominids (National Geographic Society, 2012).

      The Animism belief is that inanimate and animate objects all have an essence or spirit (soul). It is this essence or spirit which connects or binds all things around us together. It is the foundation upon which most modern-day spirituality, beliefs, and even religions are built upon. (Perkins, 2019)

      Paganism is a term that incorporates non-Abrahamic faiths and usually worships two deities like a God and a Goddess (ditheistic). They may also worship more than one God or Goddesses (polytheistic). Wiccans all fall under the Paganism umbrella, and although some Wiccans practice forms of magic, they are not evil.

      The best way to understand Wicca is by learning about the practice and its comparison to other practices. This book will escort you through the basics of the Wiccan ways, their traditions, and rites.
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      It is quite the problem of figuring out what or if there is a difference between Witchcraft and Wicca. Although they are usually lumped together as the same, they are not.

      This chapter looks at Paganism, Witchcraft, and Wicca to help you better understand these practices.

      Pagan Times

      Pagan times refer to pre-Christian religions, where the people believed in a series of Gods and Goddesses. Greek Mythology is Paganism, as is Roman Mythology, Norse Mythology, and Egyptian Mythology. The people of these times worshipped the various Gods and Goddesses known to these ancient myths, using them to explain different aspects of life around them. For instance, in ancient Greece, women would take offerings to Demeter’s shrine, the Goddess of harvest and agriculture or fertility. This would be every spring to ensure good crops and a successful harvest. A poor crop would have the farmer believe that they had somehow displeased her.

      The word Pagan was mentioned in ancient text and came from the Latin word paganus, which, when translated, means country dweller. A country dweller refers to a location where many shrines were set up and used to worship the mythical Gods and Goddesses of the times. The word was only used to refer to non-Abrahamic faiths to differentiate them from Christian, Islam, and Judaism religions by writers of the Medieval and Renaissance eras. Because the term Pagan appeared in some ancient texts referring to these places of worship, it was mistakenly believed to reference a religious sect.

      Hellene was the correct word used during the rise of Christianity in the eastern communities to refer to those who did not follow the Christian faith. They were called Hellene because the people from Hellas were more resistant to Christianity and remained loyal to their Gods and Goddesses. Hellas was what the ancient Greeks called Greece.

      Back in the times when Abrahamic religions arose, there was a lot of strife between Christianity and Judaism. As politics and religion intertwined, it was easier to define a person’s religious beliefs by their ethnic origins. This meant that those who worshiped Roman Gods were called Romans, and followers of Norse Gods were called Norsemen.

      The word Pagan was not used until the 1400s. During those historic times, the term was used to condemn people who did not follow an Abrahamic faith. They were thought of as sinful or that they worshiped the devil and used witchcraft. Pagans became targets for anything bad that happened to a village, and they were often sentenced to odious deaths. Through ignorance and prejudice, the word Pagan and heathen meant the same thing for centuries. Practitioners of various Paganistic faiths were mistakenly lumped with those that had no faith or beliefs at all.

      It is only now, in modern times, where people have broadened their minds and accepted that some other beliefs do not conform to the mainstream ones. That by grouping Paganism with non-believers and various other heathen type sects is derogatory to the Pagans.

      So what exactly is Paganism? It is the term that embraces practices or faiths such as:

      
        	Wicca

        	Druidism

        	Eclectic Witchcraft

        	Asatru

        	Thelema

        	Reconstructionism

        	Dianic

        	And a lot more

      

      To break it down more, a Wiccan is a Pagan, but a Pagan is not necessarily a Wiccan and may follow another Pagan faith.

      Witchcraft

      Witches are practitioners of witchcraft, which is more of a skill set than religion, or part of their spiritual beliefs or practices to some people. Being a witch does not entail having to interact with the Divine. A person can be a Christian and still practice witchcraft, which is why there is a Christian witch movement. There is also Jewitchery, which is the practice of Jewish mysticism. There is also the atheist witch, who does not follow a deity, eclectic witches, and more.

      There are no hard or fast rules that bind any religion or spiritual practice to witchcraft. Some Pagans practice witchcraft as part of their religion or spiritual practices. Some Pagans do not practice witchcraft at all. Some Pagans practice witchcraft separately from their religion or spiritual practices—it is more of a skill set.

      Witchcraft is not all about magic powers and pacts with the devil. Some practitioners believe in the dark arts, black magic type ritual sacrifices, and Hoodoo type practices. But that is not what most modern witchcraft practices are about, and it is a far cry from modern witches’ beliefs.

      In past times, healers used various herbs and harnessed the powers of the Gods or Goddesses of their times to strengthen their healing powers. Healers in villagers back then were mainly wise older women who would pass their knowledge of herbs onto their daughters or granddaughters. They often called upon these healers to draw help from their deities to heal and ensure good crops and prosperity.

      But the very people they helped also feared these healers. To the villagers, the healers could destroy just as easily as they healed. When things did not go so well for the people, and poor crops would lead to starving villages, sickness, and chaos, magic arose. Wise older women became known as crones—practitioners of magic who cast spells and sent strife upon the townspeople. As a result, the witches or those perceived as witches were shunned and hunted, forced to live as outcasts in isolation or hiding.
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