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March 8

 


 


 


67th day of the
year

(68th in leap
years)

298 days
remaining

until the end of the
year.
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​ March 8
Quotations

 


“A word is not a crystal,
transparent and unchanging, it is the skin of a living thought and
may vary greatly in colour and content according to the
circumstances and time in which it is used.”

 


— Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes Jr., born March 8, 1841

 


“There is nothing —
absolutely nothing — half so much worth doing as simply messing
about in boats.”

 


— Kenneth Grahame, born
March 8, 1859

 


“A definition is the start
of an argument, not the end of one.”

 


— Neil Postman, born March
8, 1931

 


“The cynic is one who
never sees a good quality in a man and never fails to see a bad
one.”

 


— Henry Ward Beecher, died
March 8, 1887

 


 


 


​ Event of the
Day

International Women’s
Day

 


International Women’s Day
(IWD), celebrated each year on March 8, began as a political
movement associated with the struggle for women’s suffrage. In some
countries, the celebration is strongly associated with political
and human rights. Elsewhere, International Women’s Day is a more
general celebration of women, a mix of Mother’s Day and Valentine’s
Day. In either form, IWD is celebrated in over 100 nations each
March 8.

 


The struggle to achive
women’s suffrage, the right of women to vote, was slow to get
started. Some women (primarily property owners) had a limited right
to vote in Sweden, the Pitcairn Islands, and Sierra Leone. One
woman in the Massachusetts Colony voted in the mid-1700s. However,
it wasn’t until the turn of the 20th century that the struggle for
women’s suffrage became widespread.

 


Like other then-radical
ideas like labor unions and civil rights, women’s suffrage was
often associated with political movements on the left. The
Socialist Party of America first observed a Women’s Day in February
1909, and the following year at an international socialist
conference, the idea of the IWD was formalized, and over a million
people in Austria, Denmark, Germany, and Switzerland celebrated the
holiday in 1911.

 


In 1914, the official date
of IWD was established as March 8. Three years later, International
Women’s Day in Russia set off the February Revolution, leading to
the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II. The Soviet Union declared IWD a
national holiday, and for many years, it was primarily celebrated
in communist and socialist nations.

 


In 1977, the United Nations
General Assembly proclaimed March 8 as the UN Day for women’s
rights and world peace, and IWD is now recognized in countries
throughout the world. In 2011, President Barack Obama declared
March to be “Women’s History Month” in honor of the hundredth
anniversary of the first IWD.
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Poster for International
Women’s Day, March 8, 1914

 


 


 


​
March 8 Holidays and Celebrations

 


 


Revolution Day
(Syria)

In Syria, March 8 is known
as ثورة الثامن من اذار
(Ṯaurät aṯ-Ṯāmin min Āḏār). It celebrates the
1963 Syrian coup d’état that brought the Arab Socialist Ba’ath
Party to power.

 


Women of Aviation
Worldwide Week

Women of Aviation
Worldwide Week is held each year during the week that includes
March 8, commemorating both International Women’s Day and also the
issuance of the first pilot’s license to a woman in 1910 (see
“What
Happened on March 8?”)

 


Christian Feast
Days

Saints commemorated on
March 8 include John of God (March 8, 1495 — March 8, 1550) and
Saint Philemon of Antinoë.

 


 


 


​
What
Happened on March 8?

 


1985 CE -
Beirut Car Bombing

In an attack allegedly
organized by the CIA and British intelligence, a car bomb exploded
near the house of Shi’a cleric السيد محمد حسين فضل الله (Grand
Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadl-Allāh), often referred to as
the “spiritual mentor” of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
The explosion killed 80 people and wounded 256, many of them women
worshippers leaving Friday prayers at a nearby mosque. The intended
target escaped without injury. The CIA denied involvement, and
Fadl-Allāh denied any role with Hezbollah.

 


1983 CE -
Ronald Reagan Calls the Soviet Union an “Evil
Empire”

In a speech before the
National Association of Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida, Ronald
Reagan made his first recorded use of the phrase “evil empire” in
referring to the Soviet Union.
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