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Outback Silence
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Jon Edwards

You know what they say, sometimes you're the windscreen, sometimes you’re the bug. Me? I’m the kangaroo. Tied and twisted and tangled in the roo-bar of a 100 series Landcruiser. Dripping molten red blood onto the steaming bitumen of Western Australia’s Route 1. Surrounded by the red dirt, green bush and the blistering golden sun in the azure sky. Endless blue. Endless road. 

No souls out here. Just me, my pack, and my thumb. Sore from hanging it out on the road. Wounded pride shattering and cracking with every passing car that sends dust up in my face, choking and squeezing the last instances of hope I have of getting as far away from Perth as possible. 

That is, until the truck stopped. All 22 wheels squealing, rubber on road, red dust spraying like mist, coating the air in a blood-red fog. 

“You right?” came the voice from the driver. White haired and bearded. Teeth yellow from a lifetime of smoking. Voice croaky, carried on phlegm soaked air. Lungs tarred like the road. Santa Claus, if he smoked a pack a day.

“Would love a lift,” my voice sputtered through the dust and regret. 

“Where?”

I liked him. One word answers and questions. No bullshit. Straight shooter.

“Anywhere. That way,” I paused, pointing north up the highway. “Broome. Exmouth. Somewhere. Anywhere, that way. North.” He stayed silent. As though he was waiting for me to continue. To elaborate and explain. And it almost got me, that lingering silence. That incessant feeling to fill the world with noise and words and to tell my truth. The truth that one half of me, the better half, craved to shout and scream and share with the air and the sky above. The other half wanted it gone and buried, dark and deep into the caves of memory and time. In the hidden vaults of our minds, where memories are stored, time stands still. And I listened to the latter. 
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