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      The bathroom's antechamber was a shambles of thick white towels and blocks of amber and rose soap, loofahs scattered across the floor and shards of glass from a broken mirror, broken bath salt balls had scattered powder across the hexwork tiles and a dozen scrubbing brushes piled in a corner.

      Lucy Melgrade stood in the doorway staring at the handiwork, a pit forming in her stomach.

      Less than a half hour until the duchess's bath and someone had let an animal loose in here.

      Lucy took a breath. She was was the duchess's head maid. There were simply jobs to do.

      Despite imagining just coming by to draw the water and lay out some towels and washcloths, soaps and brushes, she now had a massive clean-up job.

      The duchess would not be happy.

      Duchess Thalia Aphoros was still grieving the death of her husband, Duke Pierre Pastoralle, and still coming to terms with the new responsibilities thrust upon her shoulders.

      Her bath should be the moment to shut it all out. To recover and rejuvenate.

      And now this.

      The antechamber was as big as Lucy's bedroom and living room combined. A ten foot ceiling, with a single, high, louvred opening for air circulation, and security. A low vanity with a glass bowl and jug stood one one wall. On the other wall, pine shelves stretched to the ceiling, and usually the room had the invigorating, sweet scent of the wood. Now, though, there was a reeking mix of soap and salts and animal feces.

      Perhaps an ocelot or a peregrine. This part of the city had been dealing with invaders for the last couple of years. As people moved north and more homes and businesses became vacant, those places became welcome, warm and sheltered habitats for wildlife.

      Lucy enjoyed it, mostly, in a way. It was nice to walk the corridors and see a fox with her cubs or a family of quail crossing from one doorway to another.

      One time, she'd seen a wolf. In the distance. Along a narrow covered alley between slabs of buildings. The wolf had been illuminated in a shaft of sunlight and it had eyed her for a moment before bounding off into the depths of the buildings.

      Her brother Derrin said she was too soft for animals. Told her that she should toughen up.

      Well, look at what she had to do now. She had to be tough to deal with this mess.

      Taking another breath, Lucy started in on cleaning up. First, the bath preparation. Getting everything straightened could come later.

      Retrieving a pile of three plush white towels, she folded them and carried them out to the enormous bathroom. The tub itself was six feet square, painted with a lovely blue, darker at the bottom and lighter at the top. Apparently it was supposed to evoke the ocean.

      Water burbled in from the brass faucets

      Lucy had never seen the ocean. Morgenfeld, the city, lay an awful long way inland. Besides, she'd never even left the city itself.

      Up here in the Duchess's bathroom, though, it was wonderful to look out upon the city's endless roofs. Baked orange tiles and slate, and wooden shingles. Some were even iron. Jammed up, one against the other, overlapping in places, but missing in others. Some parts, particularly to the south, were beginning to decay as they fell into disrepair.





OEBPS/images/triple-v-logo-big.jpg
4\ 7





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/heading-fell-flower-d-screen.png





OEBPS/images/duchess-18725-ebook.jpg
SEAIY{
MONAGHAN

THE DUCHESS
THE MAID AND
THE OCELOT






