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Want to listen to the book as you read? Click here and subscribe to my Youtube channel for more audio books and more! 

For Sam—skeptic and friend, inspiration and exasperation.

For my own children, who ground me in real life even as they spur on my daydreams. 

And finally, for Craig Houston and his family. We haven’t met, but one day Lem will introduce us, and Krissy will be along to explain everything. 
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ONE NIGHT A MAN HAD a dream ... 

~ From “Footprints”
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***

THE SAND NESTLED BETWEEN her toes, allowing her to sink slowly into its sunlit warmth, before the chilly water came up to slosh playfully at her feet. She giggled at the strange contrast and considered her laughter a sign she was finally right where she should be: standing on the edge of Sapphira’s large sea, letting the wispy waters kiss her feet while she resisted the urge to jump and leave the sandy beach behind. Despite the temptation, Terra kept still, knowing that others, her governess Kadrianne included, would say splashing around in the surf was a childish thing to do. 

It was also, Terra thought with a small cringe, something her mother would probably do. And if her mother did it, Terra knew her father would likely be close behind. Her father was all that was proper when it came to dealing with the King and his court and his councilors, but the instant he was alone with his wife or his daughter, his joy was always apparent. 

Well, Terra thought, most of the time, anyway. There were some startling exceptions to that, and she remembered those clearly, as though they had been etched in her mind and burned into her dreams.

“No,” she said, surprised to hear her own voice reply. “Not my dreams. There are no longer any dreams for me.” 

She doubted they would come back, too, now that she was back on Jewel Island, visiting her father’s family and once more helping with her mother’s royal missions. 

Terra forced the familiar pain back down inside of her. She squared her shoulders as she looked down the beachfront again. The hem of her long, white dress skimmed over the sea as she stood, still waiting, while the wind braced gently against her back. She almost wished she had changed into a shorter dress, but after arriving earlier, she could hardly wait to find some quiet time to herself. She had taken the time to throw off her shoes, even though she suspected that one of the guards, or even her best friends, Davi and Carla, would have probably picked them up. 

Carla was her cousin as well as one of her friends, and both Davi and Carla were children of her parents’ court. There were many days Terra could tell both of them were raised to regard the royal family, too, because while they were helpful and polite, both had been obviously crestfallen to hear she wanted some time alone. 

As if three days on a ship were not enough, Terra thought. She recalled how she had played and talked and walked and did any number of things with them over the last several days. It was more than a little suffocating, even if she genuinely enjoyed her friends. 

Now, she was so happy to be free, to be back on land. Terra glanced back up at the sky, with its vibrant shades of blue, stark pink, and warm yellow. It was the end of another beautiful day on Sapphira. The small planet had been cloaked in gray sunlight for years before she was born, or so the old stories went. As Terra looked up at the sky, with its multitude of colors and shades, she had a new appreciation for the tales she heard while growing up. 

The stories always started at the beginning, about how the Guardian of Dreams had created the small planet of Sapphira. He had placed beauty in every inch of the earth, calling up crops and collecting animals, dividing the seas and raising up the land. He continued to give his people even more good through dreams, letting the gifted visions fall out of the sky; the people would look to him as his spirit surrounded them and permeated them, giving them life, even as he was life itself. 

And then Obsidian, an evil dreamer, betrayed the Guardian by unleashing the Dark Plague. The people, suddenly unable to grasp onto the light and keep hold of it, blocked out the Spirit of Truth. The dreams of the people were no longer beautiful, and the world fell into dying darkness. The Guardian vowed to one day to send the Spirit back to the people and restore them to his celestial kingdom of Crystallon. 

Terra let her eyes mist over as she glanced down at the sea. Her mother told her that she was the one who had been given the beautiful dreams, the ones of Pegasus, the form of the Spirit of Truth. 

For some reason, Terra had a harder time believing this part of the story. She did not know if she actually believed it. She did not know if she could believe it. 

A small breeze brushed by again, as if the planet wanted to prove itself more worthy of her attention. She blinked, and her gaze went once more to the horizon. It was getting close to sundown, but Terra was determined to stay where she was. 

After all, she had taken care to arrive here in the first place. As much as she might have liked going back inside and forgetting about this adventure, there was a sickly feeling in her gut at the thought of it. It would seem so close to cheating. 
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