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An Unpleasant Find

Along Newshore of the Young Sea

Calo and Tark rowed under the afternoon sun as Fae and Mara also sat in the boat, them making their way out to the island from the beach. The ruined tower rose into the blue sky over the low swell. All of them, except Mara, were excited.

Mara looked over the side of the boat, noting that the water only grew deeper, the seabed below a mostly barren place of sand and occasional rocks. She saw a long shadow, which, she figured, was the remains of an old terrace wall. It might have also been part of a lost building.

Meanwhile, they approached the rocky islet the old tower was perched upon 

Fae was excited, moving forward as far as she could, hanging over the front of the boat.

Calo was behind her, rowing with an oar on his side of the boat. He was watching her but also fascinated by the tower as they closed on the ruin.

Tark sat beside Fae on the other side of the boat. The ten-year-old got in two eager strokes to every one Calo did, but fortunately, the fourteen-year-old’s were twice as strong.

Mara tried to relax, watching the water, but she could not help but feel that she would not be comfortable until she got back to shore.

The tower did not have much of its original height left, and the island was just the top of a small hill yet to succumb to the Dragon Tide. In places, there were only a few paces of land between the ruin’s stone and where the waves broke on the islet’s rocky shore.

Fae said, “Maybe there will be salvage?”
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