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A Short History of Lighthouses
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There is some evidence of a lighthouse from the 5th century B.C. of Themistocles of Athens constructing a stone column with a fire on top. This was at the harbour of Piraeus, associated with Athens. 


However one of most famous and spectacular early structures was the Lighthouse of Alexandria, or the Pharos of Alexandria. It was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

The lighthouse was built in the Third Century B.C. in Alexandria, Egypt by Ptolemy II. It stood on the island of Pharos in the harbour of Alexandria and was said to be 110 metres (350 feet) high.

The lighthouse was built in three stages, a large square at the bottom, an octagonal layer in the middle, and a cylindrical tower at the top.

The structure lasted until a series of earthquakes damaged it, with the 1303 Crete earthquake  resulting in its destruction.

[image: ]

Currently the oldest surviving lighthouse in the United States is Sandy Hook Lighthouse opened, June 11, 1764 at the tip of Sandy Hook in New Jersey.
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Montauk Lighthouse is the oldest lighthouse in New York and the 4th oldest in the United States. It was opened in 1797 as a guide to ships travelling to New York Harbor



New York County Map
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Barber Point Lighthouse
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The Barber Point Lighthouse was opened in 1873 to aid ships travelling through a narrow stretch of Lake Champlain. It was equipped with a 5th order Fresnel lens for lighting. The station was deactivated in 1935. The lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Camp Dudley Road Historic District


County: Westchester



Description: Octagonal cylindrical wood tower



Directions: 3 Montcalm St, Lake George



Coordinates: 44°09'15.5"N 73°24'16.2"W   



Opened: 1873



Automated: 1935



Deactivated: 1935



Height: 11 meters, 36 feet



Focal Height: 25 meters, 83 feet



Signal: Fixed white



Access: Closed



Barcelona (Portland Harbor) Lighthouse
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The Barcelona (Portland Harbor) Lighthouse was established in 1829 to guide ships travelling near the coast at Westfield. It was powered by natural gas which occurred naturally nearby.  It was discontinued in 1859. The lighthouse was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1972.


County: Chautauqua



Description: Unpainted round fieldstone tower



Directions: 8234 E Lake Rd, Westfield, NY



Coordinates: 42°20'27.0"N 79°35'42.0"W   



Opened: 1829



Automated: Never



Deactivated: 1859



Height: 12 meters, 40 feet



Focal Height: Not known



Signal: Not known



Visitor Access: Grounds open, tower closed



Blackwell Island (Roosevelt) Lighthouse
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The Blackwell Island Lighthouse was established in 1872 to mark the island in the middle of the East River in Manhattan. The site was built by convicts and municipal prisons, poor houses, and hospitals were situated there. It was deactivated in the 1940s. After being rehabilitated it was relit in 1998. It was named to the National Register of Historic Places in 1972


County: Manhattan



Description: Octagonal cylindrical stone tower



Directions: 8243 NY-5, Westfield, NY



Coordinates: 40°46'22.0"N 73°56'24.6"W   



Opened: 1872



Automated: 1940s



Deactivated: Deactivated 1940s, Reactivated 1998



Height: 15 meters, 59 feet



Focal Height: 16 meters, 52 feet



Signal: Fixed white



Foghorn Signal: N/A



Visitor Access: Grounds open, tower closed



Bluff Point (Valcour Island) Lighthouse
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The Bluff Point (Valcour Island) Lighthouse was established in 1874 on Lake Champlain to guide mariners through the channel running between the Valcour Island and the New York shore. It was deactivated in 1930 when a skeleton tower replaced it. It was relit in 2004 after being restored. It was listed with the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in 1993.


County: Clinton



Description: Octagonal cylindrical frame tower rising from dwelling



Directions: Accessible by boat



Coordinates: 44°37'22.0"N 73°25'52.0"W   
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