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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 100 amazing horror procedurals from the 2010s. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			11.22.63
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			2016

		

		
			A time traveler attempts to prevent John F. Kennedy’s assassination.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Who has never felt the deep desire to fix today’s problems yesterday; to go back in time and erase critical mistakes. The film explores this question more in-depth than Back to the Future did. 11.22.63 is easily one of the best time travelling stories ever adapted to screen. It’s a mini-series, so it requires involvement, but every second is worth it. You should jump in head first!

			11.22.63 is a science-fiction story and a supernatural drama. It contains horrific scenes, but in the midst of it evolves a touching love story. This is also one of Stephen King’s most political tale, and one of his most mature work despite the colorful premise. In this mini-series, a time traveler; James Franco’s character, attempts to prevent John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963.

			This feature is dialogue-oriented. Though not everyone is a big star, all actors are highly competent. Those who are reluctant to see James Franco in the protagonist’s shoes will surely reconsider. He is amusing and extremely sympathetic. His character deserves to achieves his goals but fails at every step. You see, the past doesn’t want to be changed. The past is the ultimate villain, in fact…

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Ghostbusters
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			2016

		

		
			Four women found a ghost hunting company.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			The events in this remake take place 27 years after Ghostbusters 2, in what we presume is an alternate New York City. Instead of four males, we get four female Ghostbusters. The humor, much like the characters, is sometimes so dumb it is embarrassing. Mind you, this is the film’s biggest flaw. Everything, here, is bigger and more colorful than what we are used to and it feels great!

			All actors deserve a round of applause for keeping up with a script that is both dialogue and action heavy. We constantly alternate between humor, slapstick comedy, light horror and action. In the middle of all this are a bunch of cameos present to please the faithful fans. Like its predecessors, the film is accessible to all audiences, given they can take a couple of jump scares and fart jokes.

			The first half will make you laugh and the second one will have your heart pumping. The last act is incredibly satisfying, high on emotions and big on special effects. It makes all the character exposition worthwhile. This remake is both an ode to the classic Ghostbusters films and a long overdue upgrade with digital effects instead of practical ones. The new generation of moviegoers will love it!

		

		
			#3

		

		
			The Innkeepers
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			2011

		

		
			Two employees determined to reveal a hotel’s haunted past experience disturbing events.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Watch the cutest, loveliest and most adorable pixie get bored for over 90 minutes when she should be seriously worried about her future. This is probably not going to end well for her. She is funny, fascinating and is extremely expressive, which allows her to carry most of the film on her shoulders. You’ll hopefully fall in love with her. Ti West, writer and director, really wants you to.

			There is wonderful chemistry between Sara Paxton and Pat Healy, which reflects on their respective characters. The strongest aspect of The Innkeepers is the exposition. The goal isn’t as strong as the journey, so enjoy every second! This film was obviously inspired by Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining. It is sprinkled with jump scares you won’t soon forget.

			Ti West’s specialty is to let us simmer and never boil. Suspense in injected in small doses and the horror is close to inexistent, yet we expect it at every corner. Don’t worry, by the time the end credit rolls, you’ll be filled with terror and shivering. This is an unconventional ghost story and an excellent one. It is one of Ti West’s best movies.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Alien: Covenant

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			2017

		

		
			The crew of a colony ship discover an uncharted planet where danger awaits.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			It seems, when it comes to criticizing this franchise, that Part 1, Alien, and Part 2, Aliens, are the only unanimous choices. 3 was too artsy. 4 didn’t understand Ripley. The Alien vs. Predator films were too superficial for purists. You hear it all. And Prometheus got some fans mad. Well, perhaps Alien: Covenant will meet the franchise’s lovers halfway. Yes, it might just be the right formula.

			It has the type of procedural Alien had, but with Prometheus’ flavour. It has guns and explosions, being reminiscent of Aliens, but it’s also its own thing. It’s well balanced. It’s gory, tense; it can be slow and it can be larger than life. There are many surprises along the way; some you will see coming and some you won’t. Like fireworks, it gets more intense the closer you get to the end.

			Many scenes were specially crafted to reminisce about past installments. Some are right out of a slasher flick. Cyborgs are prominent. Xenomorphs make special appearances. They’re modeled in 3-D but it allows realistic articulation. It makes them more agile than puppets have been in the past. We feel a strong influence from HR Giger, one of the men responsible for the original creature design.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			Upgrade
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			2018

		

		
			A quadriplegic technophobe receives an implant that grants him the strength to avenge his girlfriend’s death.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Leigh Whannell has been offering us nothing but good movies for years, and Upgrade is no exception. It’s different. It’s a dark science-fiction action flick. It’s a sinister take on the superhero movie. It’s about a man who rejects technology in a near-future, and who must make a leap of faith in embracing it. It’s a sad story, but sadness never lingers. We get rage instead, every step of the way.

			Upgrade is extremely violent, but only when it’s trying to make a point. The gore is there to satisfy us. Grey, the main protagonist, played by Logan Marshall-Green, is a suicidal man turned into a killing machine because vengeance is his last resort. The camera, when the implant takes over, becomes part of him and it almost feels like we’re in his shoes.

			As the voice inside his head explains, at one point, “If I cease to operate, you cease to move”. The script is brilliant. It’ll keep you guessing. You won’t see half the twists coming and you won’t guess how this film ends. One thing you can expect, though, is epic fights and speeding cars. There will be action, there will be suspense and there will be blood.

		

		
			#6

		

		
			Prometheus
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			2012

		

		
			A group of space archaeologists place their hopes on a star map said to lead to an ancient civilization.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			It all confusingly starts with a translucent humanoid disintegrating, then the plot starts centering on a bored android who greets a group of people awakening from stasis aboard a spaceship. This addition in the Alien franchise tells the story of a scientific expedition motivated by existential hypotheses. The script is daring and shocks through unlikely devices; namely religions and beliefs.

			An immersing exploration scene gradually pulls us from the sterility of the ship to the claustrophobic setting of an underground alien shrine. The environments are constantly evolving when not literally self-destructing for our enjoyment. This is a visually charged movie with a thin story and great performances. It also relies highly on dialogue and gets increasingly tense in the second act.

			The creature effects, mostly practical, look amazing, eluding to the Aliens movies while teasingly remaining “everything but”. The interior and exterior sets are once again a textured masterpiece. As a stand-alone film, this is the perfect excuse for a nice controversial blend of horror, adventure, science-fiction, science, faith and philosophy.

		

		
			#7

		

		
			Late Phases
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			2014

		

		
			A veteran moves into a retirement community and is attacked by a werewolf.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			For a werewolf movie to succeed, two criteria must be met. First, the beast itself must be photorealistic. Second, the transformation(s) must be explicit. Most werewolf films neglect these elements and perhaps shouldn’t exist in the first place. Here, ten minutes in, we see our first werewolf. It starts with a silhouette through the curtains and it soon escalates into a full-blown attack.

			The most peculiar aspect of Late Phases is that the second act takes place between two full moons, which creates a big gap where our beloved veteran works out and gears up, being the only character in the whole movie remotely aware of what’s going on, for some reason. It’s refreshing to see such an imperfect protagonist face his weaknesses with such determination.

			He’s blind, he’s old, he’s an asshole, but he has acute senses and he can use a gun and a shovel like no one can. You know how just about almost every lycanthrope movie has left you insatiate in the past? Well, be patient and give this one a chance. It will satisfy you beyond your wildest dreams. It is worth the wait. The protagonists are colorful and time with them is time well spent.

		

		
			#8

		

		
			Kong: Skull Island
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			2017

		

		
			A team of scientists exploring an uncharted island are attacked by a variety of giant monsters.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			A lot of money went into this and it wasn’t wasted. John Goodman and Samuel L. Jackson are good indicators. They don’t play characters that are easy to portray, and they give excellent performances regardless. Goodman is a government agent and Jackson a lieutenant colonel. This is a period piece taking place in 1973 and we’re not sure why it matters.

			Once passed the introduction, we spend all our time on Skull Island, a gorgeous but dangerous place. The scenery is sumptuous, and we can’t tell how much was done digitally. The creatures look amazing. The camera is dynamic and equally immersive. The soundtrack is fitting, and the score is epic. There is some gore; just enough to get the story across.

			The dialogue isn’t always clever. Jackson gets the best lines, of course. There is a constant back and forth protagonist/antagonist switch between his team, the local tribe, the main protagonists, Kong and the ultimate enemies; the “really evil giant monsters”. This is a little overwhelming, but it keeps the action going. All in all, this is one of the best King Kong movies out there.

		

		
			#9

		

		
			The Predator
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			2018

		

		
			A young boy accidentally summons intergalactic hunters while manipulating alien technology and it’s up to his father to save the day.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This film is everything fans of the Predator franchise could hope for, and even more. The pacing is tight, the special effects are badass, the actors are all talented and giving it all they have, the predator looks like a million bucks and, guess what, he brought friends. His friends come with spoilers, so let’s leave it at that. The original score returns to send shivers down our spines.

			The predator’s gear, here, plays an important role. Alien technology in general is treated like some kind of puzzle to solve in order to assist humans against predators and to move the plot forward. Each of the Predator films, so far, has reinvented the franchise in their own way, and this new installment is no exception. It is one of the best sequels.

			It takes place in space, in the sky, on the ground; in the forest and on the road. It is action-packed and extremely satisfying. It’s an unusual combination of genres and it’s ambitious. Some of the protagonists are nutcases, and they turn an otherwise serious film into a comedy. Yes, a comedy! It took a while, but they finally did Predator justice.

		

		
			#10

		

		
			Final Destination 5
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			2011

		

		
			Survivors of a suspension-bridge collapse believe they are on Death’s list.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Though it could be said all Final Destination films were great, true to their formula and clever with their self-writing gimmick, the franchise suffered a drop in plot quality as time passed. It had to purge itself two or three times from actors bigger than themselves who wouldn’t return. The cast of Part 5 is once again reset, but not without purpose. The screenwriters work with and around it.

			This is a rigorous production that learns from past mistakes. Part 3 & 4 were light in horror and poorly delivered. They somewhat took their audience for granted, dumbed down the global arc and hindered continuity. This one is more serious, more procedural, not as sensational at first glance but smartly written; as an apology for weaker entries and as a complement to the better ones.

			You get one of the most grandiose introduction disasters yet, thorough character development, earned thrills and intense build-up rather than gore indulgence. Finally, prepare for what this series lacked most: answers and backstory. Final Destination 5 is as cohesive as Part 1 was, bigger on twist than any of its predecessors and a truly satisfying “conclusion”; a rare thing in horror franchises!
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