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She's a hunter. He's running for his life. Will she be fast enough to save him?

Grixei doesn't do relationships. She's far too busy to get involved in anything like that. Guys didn't make it onto the top ten items of her to-do list. In fact, they didn't make it on the list at all. As a professional bounty hunter, Grixei takes pride in her ability to focus and stay on target. She's the best of the best, but then she gets a mark she can't resist.

Cooper isn't like the other Malum citizens she's known. In fact, he seems to be from another planet entirely. It's not just his copper-colored scales that are different, it's his entire attitude. Instead of forcing her to hunt him down, Cooper walks right up to Grixei and offers her a proposition.

The deal he offers is something she should probably refuse, but she can't.

After all, would you turn down an adventure if it meant getting everything you've ever wanted?

CAPTURED: AN ALIEN BRIDES ROMANCE is the fourth book of the Aliens of Malum series. It features steam, swearing, and a whole lot of sass.

For all of my readers who love Malum as much as I do.
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Note from the Author:
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Dear Readers,

I hope you’re enjoying your time on Malum. I know I am! Malum is a place where purple aliens roam free as they seek out true love and wonderful adventures. It’s a beautiful planet that is technologically advanced, but that also has lush, beautiful gardens filled with the most wonderful plants you can possibly imagine. 

In our first book, Prince Ryssi falls for the lovely Princess Piper. They’re now on Gideon ruling the planet together. In book two, King Andryssi falls in love with Lane and takes her as his queen. She loves the king with all of her heart. In the third Aliens of Malum book, we got to watch Alixei fall head over heels for April and take her as his bride. The king sent Alixei and Lion, along with April, to the planet Oceaile to take care of a couple of major problems.

Now, we get to enjoy book four of the series. Grixei is tough, fun, and sassy. She’s one of my favorite characters because she always believes in herself and she’s so confident. She’s a little different from some of the Malum girls. She’s stronger, and she’s bigger, but she’s also braver.

If you’re looking forward to Lion’s story, you’ll get it! I promise. Lion will return in the next book (Regret). In the meantime, please sit back and enjoy Grixei’s story as we join her on an adventure you aren’t going to want to end.

All my love,

Sophie Stern.
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Prologue
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Grixei

Malum

15-ish years ago

––––––––
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“MOM, WHAT ARE YOU DOING?” I laughed as my mom sang a song loudly. She was stirring a huge bowl filled with green and purple dough. Despite a lifetime of baking, her hands were still soft. She laughed as she raised her spoon and pretended to sing into it.

“She’s just having fun,” my brother, Alixei, told me. It was late in the evening and we were all huddled together in our kitchen. Alixei was standing next to one of his close friends, Andryssi. There was a girl beside Andryssi. Her dark blue hair flew over his shoulder, where she rested her head. I still didn’t understand if Andryssi and Lane were dating or not. She kept sneaking him glances like she liked him, but nobody else seemed to notice. Nobody seemed to care that she was resting her head on the future king.

“Yeah, just having a little bit of fun,” Ryssi, Andryssi’s little brother, laughed from his place at the table. “She’s killing it, too. I love this song.” Ryssi joined in, singing the words to the familiar Malum tune as Mom made singing look easy. Mom always made everything look easy.

And everyone loved her. Sometimes the other teenagers didn’t feel totally comfortable with their own parents, but I never had that issue. My mom had always been wonderful. Fantastic. Kind. She’d always treated me like I was grown up and worthy of her attention.

I think that was my favorite thing about her.

“Sometimes I just feel like singing,” she shrugged and stopped. “Don’t you?”

“Yeah,” Andryssi nodded. His eyes dashed to Lane before turning back to my mother. “Sometimes, I do.”

“Let me tell you something,” she said, crossing her arms over her chest. “Life is too short to take it too seriously. I mean that. You’re young and you think you have forever, but you don’t. You need to take the risks you want to take. You need to love the people you want to love.” She looked at Andy and Lane, but they didn’t seem to realize what she was saying. Andy was probably going to be king one day unless Ryssi was crowned instead for some reason. 

“Mom,” I said, reaching for one of the purple-colored cookies she’d already finished baking, “how do you know?” I bit into the cookie and flavor exploded in my mouth. These were chocolate cookies baked with ingredients my mom had ordered from the planet Chaos. I had no idea what they cost, but it was totally worth it.

“What do you mean?” She reached again for the spoon and started stirring the batter in front of her. She was making seven different kinds of cookies tonight, which seemed like a lot, but when my brother and his friends came over, it was never enough.

“How do you know what you really want?” I asked through a mouthful of cookie. That was one of the things that had been bothering me a lot lately. I still hadn’t decided what I wanted to do with my future. It just felt so wide open. It seemed like I had so many different choices I was going to need to make. 

She smiled in a way that looked like sadness mixed with happiness, and then she shrugged. “I think you just sort of know.” For some reason, it seemed like Mom was remembering her own life when she said that. Was she happy with the choices she’d made? Was she okay with how she’d ended up?

As a baker who had spent years cultivating her own recipes using ingredients from many different planets, I thought my mom had done a damn good job raising us kids. My dad was great, too, but he often worked long hours. Despite running her bakery, Mom was the one who was around us most evenings. She was one who offered my brother and I stability and comfort when we needed it most.

“You know what?” Alixei pushed away from the counter. He stepped over to where I was sitting in a chair. Alixei reached for my hand and tugged, pulling me to my feet. Desperately, I tried to shove the rest of my cookie into my mouth before I dropped the crumbs everywhere.

“My cookie,” I mumbled, stumbling up to my feet. I definitely made a huge mess on the table. Despite my best efforts, I’d only managed to shove about half of the cookie into my mouth.

“I think I do feel like singing,” he said, ignoring my protests.

“Ew!” I shook my head. I didn’t want to sing a dumb song with my brother. I didn’t want to sing with any of these guys. Nobody listened though, and a moment later my mom had the music cranked up and everyone was goofing off. Most of us knew the words to the songs that played, and everyone was having fun. 

Mom was right, I knew. She was right about everything. 

An hour or two later, we were all sitting around a tiny glowing bonfire we’d built outside. Even though our home was in the center of the city, we’d gotten an Everflame unit from the planet Chaos that was safe to use in the city. The flames flickered, changing colors from blue to green to orange and finally settling on purple. It was one of my favorite things to look at. I wondered how we’d gone so long without one of these little devices.

The food was long gone. Ryssi was leaning against a boulder outside of our home with his eyes closed. I wasn’t sure whether he was asleep. Alixei was sitting close to me. Lane and Andryssi were on the opposite side of the fire. They were whispering about something. Alixei frowned.

“Do you like her?” I asked, leaning over to whisper in my brother’s ear. Lane and Andryssi had gotten closer and closer. It seemed like they cared a lot about each other. Could my brother have been jealous? 

“As a friend,” he assured me. His words were spoken calmly, but his eyes never left her. 

“Why are you glaring at her?”

“I’m not.”

“You kind of are,” I pointed out.

I’d seen my brother interested in girls before. I didn’t think this was it. There was something else going on. There was something he didn’t want to say to me. 

“What is it?” I whispered again, teetering on the edge of being an annoying younger sister who just didn’t understand. Unfortunately for me, my brother just sighed and shook his head. He didn’t want to talk about it. Okay. I understood that. 

Everyone was growing up. Just like my mom said. We were growing up and we were going to start dealing with adult stuff...adult situations. People were going to start falling in love.

“I just don’t want him to get hurt,” Alixei finally muttered. He spoke so quietly that I could barely hear him. Ah, so that was it. He and Andryssi went way back. We’d spent a lot of time in the castle as kids. Lane was a cool person, I thought, but I knew what my brother meant. Even people with the kindest of hearts could accidentally hurt others. Nobody wanted to see the future king get his heart broken. Nobody.

My older brother and I spent a lot of time watching people. It was kind of our thing. My brother planned to use that for his job in the future. He wanted to do something where he watched people or where he protected people. I didn’t really know or understand exactly what his plans were. I just knew that they involved a lot of hard work. That was one of the reasons that we liked keeping an eye on things. It had become a little game between us: who could notice more details about a situation first?

Eventually, the flames of our tiny fire flickered out and our friends went home. Andryssi and Ryssi had to get back to the castle and Lane had to get back to her own house. Soon it was just me, Alixei, and Mom. The three of us headed back inside and gathered in our tiny living room. We lived in the capital city of Tria which was, in my opinion, one of the most beautiful places on all of Malum. We lived in the heart of the city close to the castle, which was probably the only reason Andryssi and Ryssi were able to sneak away to come visit us. They’d somehow managed to ditch their guardians and come by for a few hours. That wasn’t always easy for a king’s son to do.

Now, as I rested with my family, relaxing after a long day, I glanced around the room. Something was missing. No – someone was missing. 

“Dad’s not back yet,” I said the words nobody else wanted to.

He’d been gone all night. He was supposed to be back hours ago so he could help us get the fire started, but he didn’t show. Nobody said anything. Our friends were far too polite for that. Still, he hadn’t shown up. There had been no message. There was no holograph call.

There had been nothing.

It was unusual behavior for my father. While he worked a lot, he always called. When he was off doing things to relax – having fun or talking to his friends – he’d still call. Father always called.

“I’m sure he’ll be back,” Mom said with a forced air of nonchalance. There was a tenseness to her words, a shortness, which made me think she didn’t believe the words that were leaving her lips. She was nervous, too. She knew this wasn’t like him.

“He’s probably just having a good time,” Alixei agreed. He looked over and patted my head as though I was a small child he had to console.

Oh, that so wasn’t going to fly with me. I wasn’t a child. I was nearly an adult and I was getting ready to start planning my future. I didn’t need him to treat me like I was a little kid who couldn’t handle the truth. Alixei wasn’t going to touch my head. 

I grabbed his arm. Alixei gasped with pain as I twisted before shoving him away from me. Yeah, I was stronger than my brother, and I didn’t like being treated like a baby. He knew that. 

“You don’t really believe that.”

Dad had never forgotten to come home. He’d never forgotten to call. He’d never...

“Something is wrong,” I insisted. 

Alixei and mom just looked straight ahead, staring at the lights from the city buildings. Somewhere in the distance, we heard a hovercar honk at another. Neither one of them said another word. They didn’t seem to think that Dad’s absence was anything to be worried about. 
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