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    For my daughter, Hayley.  Love you.

Cover designed by Get Covers.
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I was really proud of the hard work the Ten Year Reunion Committee had done.  Tonight was going to be awesome!  I wondered how many people I wouldn’t recognize.  I still looked about the same, but the rest of my baby fat in my face had slimmed down, so that was a plus.  I had never been overweight in high school, thankfully, and cheerleading kept me in good shape.  Now, I did Pilates and yoga to keep myself fit with my best friend, Olivia.  She may have complained the whole time we did exercise, but I gave her credit for still showing up every time.

Olivia had been the valedictorian of our class, and graduated Summa Cum Laude at Lipscomb.  I did pretty well, myself, as Magna Cum Laude, but Olivia was whip smart and everyone knew it.  We had been casual friends in Lemon Tree, but when it came time for college in Nashville, we grew close as roommates.  I’m not ashamed to admit that we both hoped to get our MRS degree, too, but it never did work out.  Olivia, who got into Vanderbilt Law, refused to get a huge loan, so she worked as a legal secretary for four years while she went to law school at night at Nashville School of Law.  I wanted to become an attorney, too, so I worked for my dad’s dealership during the day, and then rode with Olivia to our evening classes.  After we finally graduated, we hung out our shingle.  Could we have made more money working for a firm in Nashville?  You bet.  But, we wanted to be close to home.  So, we focused on estate planning.  It’s been two years, and, although it’s slow-going at times, we’re making some money, enough for us to each to be able to afford a mortgage on a condo.  And food.  Attorneys like to be fed.  We have a great legal secretary, Ellen, who’s in her sixties, but has told us she plans to die at her desk.  We appreciate her dedication, but really hope we don’t have to deal with a dead body at work.  We’re attorneys, not detectives.
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