
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Treasure Map: How to See & Nurture Your Child's True Potential and Help It Grow

        

        
        
          Lance Devon

        

        
          Published by Stickman& Zebra, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      TREASURE MAP: HOW TO SEE & NURTURE YOUR CHILD'S TRUE POTENTIAL AND HELP IT GROW

    

    
      First edition. August 21, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Lance Devon.

    

    
    
      Written by Lance Devon.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To My wonderful Family And Miss Sara 

you give me motivation and inspiration 

      

    


​Treasure Map: How to See & Nurture Your Child's True Potential and Help It Grow

A Parent's Guide to Discovering the Gifts Already Within Your Child



For parents of children aged 4-10 who want to help their child find a path to a happy, fulfilling life



​Introduction: Your Child's Treasure Already Exists

Dear Parent,

Picture this: You're watching your seven-year-old completely absorbed in something they love. Maybe they're building an elaborate fort, lost in a story they're creating, or carefully arranging their collection of rocks by size and color. Their face is lit up with concentration and joy. Time seems to stand still for them. In that moment, you're witnessing something extraordinary—you're seeing their treasure.

That treasure? It's their natural gifts, their unique potential, their authentic self shining through. And here's the beautiful truth: that treasure already exists within your child. It doesn't need to be created, manufactured, or forced into being. It's already there, waiting to be discovered and nurtured.

This book is your treasure map—a guide to help you recognize the clues, follow the signs, and discover the remarkable gifts your child already possesses.

If you've picked up this book, chances are you're feeling one of these familiar parent emotions: Maybe you've noticed something special about your child but can't quite put your finger on what it is. Perhaps you're worried you might be missing important signs of their potential. Or maybe you're feeling overwhelmed by all the advice about what your child "should" be doing to succeed.

If any of this resonates with you, take a deep breath. You're not behind, you're not missing anything crucial, and you're definitely not failing as a parent. You're simply ready to become a treasure hunter—and that's exactly where this journey begins.

​What This Treasure Map Will Show You

Think about how a real treasure map works. It doesn't create the treasure—it helps you find what's already buried there. It shows you the landmarks to look for, the clues to follow, and the path that leads to discovery. That's exactly what this book does for your child's potential.

This isn't a book about turning your child into someone they're not. It's not about pushing them toward predetermined achievements or comparing them to other children. Instead, it's about something far more meaningful: learning to see and nurture the unique gifts that make your child who they are.

You know that feeling when you watch your child doing something they love—really love—and they seem to glow from the inside out? That's their treasure revealing itself. Research in child development shows us that children naturally gravitate toward activities that align with their innate strengths. When we learn to recognize these patterns and support them, we're not just helping our children succeed—we're helping them thrive.

The truth is, the things we're naturally good at are usually the things that bring us joy. Whether that's solving puzzles or caring for others, building things with our hands or expressing ourselves through words, understanding how things work or connecting with people around us. When we can align our natural gifts with our life's work, something magical happens: we don't just achieve—we flourish.

That's what we want for your child, isn't it? Not just success by someone else's definition, but genuine happiness and fulfillment that comes from living authentically.

​The Golden Age of Discovery

There's a reason this treasure map is designed specifically for parents of children between ages 4 and 10. These are what I call the "golden years" of discovery, and here's why they're so special:

Before age 4, your child's personality and preferences are still forming—like a photograph that's still developing. After age 10, the wonderful complexity of peer influence, academic pressure, and early adolescence begins to shape their choices in more complicated ways.

But in that magical window between 4 and 10? That's when your child's authentic self shines brightest. They haven't yet learned to hide their natural inclinations or perform for others' approval. They pursue what genuinely fascinates them. They ask the questions they really want answers to. They play in ways that reveal their true interests and strengths.

During these golden years, your child is essentially showing you their treasure map every single day. They're giving you clues through their play, their questions, their energy levels, and their natural curiosities. Your job isn't to direct this process—it's to become a skilled observer who can read the map they're already drawing for you.

​What You Won't Find in This Treasure Hunt

Before we begin our journey together, let me be clear about what this treasure hunt is not:

This is not about creating a child prodigy or pushing your child to achieve beyond their years. This is not about labeling your child or limiting them to one narrow path. This is not about comparing your child to others or measuring them against external standards. And this is definitely not about you living vicariously through your child's achievements.

Most importantly, this is not a test that either you or your child can pass or fail. There are no wrong turns on this treasure map, no missed opportunities that can't be recovered, and no timeline you need to follow.

​Your Treasure Map Includes

What you will find in these pages is a warm, research-backed guide that helps you:

Recognize the eight different types of "sparks"—natural gifts that children commonly display, from loving words and stories to understanding numbers and patterns, from moving their bodies to connecting with others.

Learn to read the specific signs that reveal where your child's treasures lie, including the subtle clues that are easy to miss if you don't know what to look for.

Discover gentle, pressure-free ways to nurture these gifts without taking over or creating stress for your child.

Create a home environment that encourages exploration and allows your child's authentic interests to flourish.

Connect your child's current fascinations to future possibilities in ways that expand rather than limit their options.

Support your child through the natural evolution of their interests as they grow and change.

Most importantly, you'll learn to trust your instincts as a parent and see your child with fresh eyes—not through the lens of your own dreams or society's expectations, but with genuine curiosity about the unique person they're becoming.

The anecdotes in this book are fictional and were created for the purpose of educational awareness and to illustrate the book's themes. Also  This book is aimed at children aged 4 to 10. However, if your children are older and you feel the information would be helpful, please use your own judgment as a parent. You know what's best for them.

​How to Use Your Treasure Map

This book is organized like a real treasure hunt, with three main sections:

Part 1: Reading the Clues introduces you to the eight different types of sparks your child might display. Think of these as the different types of treasures you might discover. Each chapter focuses on one type of spark, showing you the specific signs to look for, the clues that reveal this gift, and gentle ways to encourage its development.

Part 2: Following the Path provides practical guidance for nurturing your child's gifts without applying pressure or taking over their journey. You'll learn the delicate art of supportive encouragement, how to connect with mentors and communities, and how to provide resources that fuel rather than overwhelm their interests.

Part 3: Reaching the Treasure helps you think about the bigger picture. How do you help your child connect their current passions to future possibilities? How do you redefine success in ways that honor their authentic gifts? And how do you support them as their interests naturally evolve and change over time?

You don't need to read this treasure map in order, though it's designed to flow naturally from discovery to nurturing to long-term support. Feel free to jump to the sections that feel most relevant to your child right now, or use it as a reference guide you return to as your child grows and reveals new aspects of their treasure.

​Your Adventure in Discovery Begins

Here's what I want you to remember as we begin this journey together: You are not responsible for creating your child's gifts. You are not responsible for determining what those gifts should be. You are not even responsible for ensuring those gifts develop in any particular timeline or direction.

Your role is far more beautiful and far more important than that. You are the loving witness to your child's unfolding. You are the gentle guide who helps them recognize their own treasures. You are the safe harbor they return to as they explore who they're meant to become.

Your child's gifts are already there, woven into the fabric of who they are. Your love, attention, and gentle guidance are simply the conditions that allow those gifts to flourish naturally, like sunlight and water helping a seed grow into the plant it was always meant to become.

The treasure exists. The map is in your hands. Your child is ready to show you the way.

Let's begin this beautiful adventure of discovery together.
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​Chapter 1: Learning to Read Your Child's Treasure Map
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Have you ever watched your child when they didn't know you were looking? Maybe they were in the backyard, completely absorbed in building something with sticks and leaves, their tongue poking out slightly in concentration. Or perhaps you found them in their room, quietly arranging their collection of rocks by size and color, creating a system that made perfect sense to them.

In those unguarded moments—when they're not performing for anyone or trying to please anyone—you catch a glimpse of something precious. You're seeing their authentic self, their natural inclinations, their treasure beginning to reveal itself.

That's the skill we're going to develop together in this chapter: learning to read the treasure map your child is already drawing for you every single day. Because here's the beautiful truth—your child is constantly showing you who they are and what makes them come alive. The clues are all there. We just need to learn how to see them clearly.

This might sound simple, but I want to be honest with you: it's actually one of the most challenging and important skills you can develop as a parent. Why? Because we all bring our own experiences, dreams, and yes, even our fears, to our observations of our children.

The parent who was a star athlete might unconsciously look for signs of athletic ability in every playground interaction. The parent who struggled in school might become hypervigilant about academic performance, seeing potential problems where none exist. The parent who always wished they could play piano might hear musical potential in every hum and whistle.

None of this is wrong—it's deeply, beautifully human. But to truly read your child's treasure map, you need to learn to set aside your own story and become genuinely curious about theirs.

​When Our Own Stories Get in the Way

Let me tell you about Sarah, a mother whose story might feel familiar. Sarah was convinced her six-year-old daughter Emma was destined to be a dancer. This wasn't just wishful thinking—Sarah had always dreamed of being a ballerina herself but never had the opportunity. When Emma was three, Sarah enrolled her in dance classes, bought her beautiful tutus, and filled her room with ballet-themed decorations.

But something interesting started happening during those dance classes. While the other children were learning the steps, Emma kept getting distracted by the music itself. She would stop dancing to listen more carefully to the rhythm changes. She started asking questions about the different instruments she could hear. At home, instead of practicing her dance moves, she would sit at the piano and try to pick out the melodies from class.

For months, Sarah interpreted this as Emma being "unfocused" or "not applying herself" to dance. She worried that Emma wasn't trying hard enough, that maybe she needed a more structured class or a stricter teacher.

It took Sarah several months—and some gentle observations from Emma's dance teacher—to really see what was happening. Emma wasn't rejecting dance because she was being difficult or lazy. She was being drawn to something else entirely: the music itself. Once Sarah was able to set aside her own dreams and really observe Emma's natural inclinations, she discovered that her daughter had a remarkable ear for music and a genuine passion for understanding how songs were constructed.

Today, Emma is eight and takes piano lessons with the kind of enthusiasm that makes other parents slightly envious. She still enjoys moving to music, but her true treasure lies in creating and understanding musical compositions. Sarah learned to read her daughter's treasure map by learning to see past her own unfulfilled dreams.

​The Three Filters That Cloud Our Vision

Through my work with families, I've noticed that most parents struggle with one or more of these common filters that can prevent us from seeing our children clearly:

The Projection Filter: This is when we unconsciously expect our children to fulfill our own unrealized dreams or to excel in areas where we found success. It's the former high school quarterback who can't understand why his son is more interested in art than sports. It's the successful businesswoman who feels confused when her daughter prefers working with her hands to working with spreadsheets.

The Comparison Filter: This is when we measure our child against other children, siblings, or societal expectations rather than seeing them as their own unique person. "Why can't you be more like your sister?" or "All the other kids in your class are reading chapter books already." This filter makes us focus on what our child isn't doing instead of celebrating what they are doing.

The Fear Filter: This is when our own anxieties about our child's future cause us to push them toward what we think is "safe" or "practical" rather than what genuinely energizes them. It's the parent who discourages artistic pursuits because "you can't make a living as an artist" or who pushes academic achievement because "you need good grades to succeed."

Here's what I want you to know: having these filters is normal. Every parent has them to some degree. The goal isn't to eliminate them completely—that's probably impossible. The goal is to recognize when they're operating so you can consciously choose to see past them.

​Becoming a Treasure Map Reader

So how do you learn to see past these filters? How do you become what I like to call a "treasure map reader"—someone who can recognize the clues your child is leaving about their authentic gifts and interests?

Step 1: Practice Curious Watching

For the next week, I want you to try something that might feel a little strange at first. Spend at least 15 minutes each day simply watching your child engage in an activity they've chosen for themselves. Don't direct, don't suggest improvements, don't help unless they specifically ask. Just observe with the curiosity of a friendly scientist.

This isn't about judging or evaluating your child's performance. It's about gathering information about how they naturally approach the world.

Notice things like:


What do they choose to do when given completely free time?

How do they approach new challenges—do they jump right in or observe first?

What makes them lose track of time so completely that you have to call them multiple times for dinner?

When do they seem most energized and engaged versus when do they seem to be going through the motions?

What kinds of questions do they ask, and what seems to genuinely puzzle or fascinate them?

How do they prefer to learn new things—by watching, by doing, by talking it through?



Step 2: Listen to Their Language

Children are constantly telling us about their interests and strengths through the language they use, but we have to tune in carefully to hear it.

Start paying attention to:


The topics they bring up repeatedly in conversation (even if they seem random to you)

The way they describe their experiences: "That was so cool when..." or "I didn't like it when..." can give you clues about what energizes or drains them

The questions they ask: "Why does this work this way?" might indicate analytical thinking, while "What would happen if...?" might suggest creative or experimental tendencies

The stories they tell about their day—which details do they remember and want to share?

The things they notice that others might miss



Eight-year-old Marcus, for example, always seemed to notice mechanical things that other kids walked right past. "Mom, did you see that the escalator makes a different sound when it's going up than when it's going down?" or "I think the grocery cart wheels work better when you push from this angle." His mother initially dismissed these as random observations until she realized they revealed a consistent pattern of interest in how things work mechanically.

Step 3: Notice Their Energy Patterns

One of the clearest indicators of a child's natural gifts is their energy level when engaged in different activities. This is what researchers call "intrinsic motivation"—the energy that comes from within when we're doing something that aligns with our natural strengths and interests.

Watch for:


Activities that seem to energize rather than drain them (they might actually be more alert and happy after doing these things)

Times when they can focus for much longer than usual without getting restless or distracted

Tasks they return to again and again without being asked or reminded

Moments when they seem to enter what psychologists call a "flow state"—completely absorbed, content, and naturally focused



The key here is to notice the difference between activities they do because they're supposed to and activities they do because something inside them is drawn to it.

​Creating a Playground of Potential

Once you've begun to develop your skills as a treasure map reader, the next step is to create an environment that encourages your child to express their natural inclinations freely. Think of your home as a "playground of potential"—a space where different types of treasures can emerge and be explored.

Now, before you start worrying about expense or space, let me reassure you: this doesn't mean you need to buy expensive equipment or turn your house into a classroom. It means being thoughtful about providing opportunities for different kinds of exploration and expression.

The Physical Environment

Consider creating different "invitation spaces" in your home that naturally encourage different types of engagement:

A Quiet Thinking Space: This might be a cozy reading nook with good lighting, or simply a comfortable chair in a quiet corner with a basket of books nearby. Some children need space to process and reflect, and having a designated quiet area honors that need.

A Creative Exploration Zone: This could be a craft table that's always set up, an easel in the corner, or even just a designated area where it's okay to make a mess while creating. Stock it with basic supplies like paper, crayons, clay, or building materials, but don't feel like you need everything at once.

A Movement Area: This doesn't have to be a full gym—it could be a cleared space in the living room where it's okay to dance, do yoga, or practice physical skills. Some children think better when they can move their bodies.

A Building and Tinkering Station: A collection of blocks, LEGOs, cardboard boxes, tape, and safe tools can provide endless opportunities for hands-on exploration. Include some real tools appropriate for your child's age—children often prefer real materials to toy versions.

The key is not to have everything perfect, but to have spaces that send the message: "It's safe to explore here. It's okay to try things. Your interests matter."

The Emotional Environment

Even more important than the physical setup is creating an emotional environment that feels safe for exploration and authentic expression. This is where the real magic happens.

Embrace the Beautiful Mess: Both literal and figurative mess. Learning is messy. Discovery is messy. Growth is messy. If your child is engaged in genuine exploration, there's going to be some chaos involved. Try to see the mess as evidence of learning rather than something to be immediately cleaned up.

I know this can be challenging, especially if you're naturally organized or if you're worried about what others might think. But consider this: some of the most important discoveries in human history happened in messy laboratories and cluttered workshops.

Celebrate Effort Over Outcome: Instead of "That's beautiful!" try "I can see you worked really hard on that" or "Tell me about how you made this." This helps your child focus on the process of learning and creating rather than performing for your approval.

Research in child development shows us that children who are praised for their effort and process develop more resilience and are more willing to take on challenges than children who are praised primarily for their results or natural ability.

Ask Open-Ended Questions: Instead of "Did you have fun?" try "What was the most interesting part of that for you?" Instead of "Are you good at that?" try "What do you like about doing that?" These questions invite your child to reflect on their own experience rather than seeking your approval.

Honor Their Interests: Even if your child's interests seem unusual, impractical, or different from what you expected, try to respond with curiosity rather than judgment. The child who's fascinated by garbage trucks might be showing an early interest in engineering or environmental science. The child who loves to organize their room might have a gift for systems thinking that could serve them well in many future endeavors.

​Distinguishing Between Sparks and Passing Interests

As you observe your child, you'll notice they show interest in many different things. This is wonderful and completely normal. But you might find yourself wondering: How do I distinguish between a passing phase and a genuine spark that's worth nurturing?

This is such an important question, and I want to give you some clear guidelines:

A Passing Interest typically:


Appears suddenly and disappears just as quickly

Is often influenced by external factors (a movie they saw, a friend's new hobby, something that's trending)

Doesn't sustain their attention for extended periods

They don't return to it spontaneously after a break

They lose interest quickly when it becomes challenging or requires sustained effort



A True Spark typically:


Emerges gradually and persists over time, even if it evolves and changes

Comes from internal motivation rather than external influence

Holds their attention for unusually long periods (longer than their typical attention span)

They return to it again and again, even after breaks or when other activities are available

They persist through challenges because the activity itself is rewarding to them

They begin to develop their own ideas and variations within that area

They actively seek out opportunities to learn more about it



Remember, a child can have multiple sparks, and sparks can evolve and change over time. The goal isn't to identify one single talent and focus exclusively on it. The goal is to recognize the patterns of engagement and joy that reveal how your child naturally approaches the world.

​When Your Child's Treasure Surprises You

Here's something that might happen as you become better at reading your child's treasure map: you might discover that their gifts are nothing like what you expected. What if your bookish family produces a child who lives for physical challenges? What if your musical household raises a child who's fascinated by numbers and logic? What if your child's interests seem to come from nowhere in your family history?

If this happens, I want you to know something: this is actually a wonderful gift, though it might not feel like it at first. Your child is showing you that they are their own unique person, not simply a reflection of family patterns or parental expectations. This is exactly what you want—a child who is developing their own authentic identity.

When this happens:


Take time to learn about their area of interest, even if it feels foreign to you

Connect with other parents whose children share similar gifts

Look for mentors or communities that can support this aspect of your child's development

Resist the urge to redirect them toward more familiar territory

See this as an opportunity to expand your own understanding and appreciation



I think of ten-year-old Jake, whose parents are both accountants. Jake has shown no interest in numbers or business, but he's absolutely fascinated by plants and animals. His parents initially worried that they couldn't support his interests because they didn't share them. But they've learned to see Jake's passion for nature as a gift that brings richness to their whole family. They've discovered local nature centers, connected with other families who enjoy outdoor activities, and found that Jake's enthusiasm has actually helped them appreciate aspects of the world they'd never noticed before.

​Moving Forward as a Treasure Map Reader

As we move into the next chapters, where we'll explore the eight different types of sparks your child might display, I want you to remember something important: the goal is not to label or categorize your child. Children are complex, multifaceted beings who rarely fit neatly into any single category.

Instead, think of these different types of gifts as lenses that can help you see your child more clearly. Some children will show strong sparks in one or two areas. Others will display a more even distribution of gifts across several areas. Both patterns are perfectly normal and valuable.

Your job is to be a loving detective, gathering clues about who your child is becoming and how you can best support their journey. Trust your observations, trust your instincts, and most importantly, trust your child to show you who they are meant to be.

The treasure is there. Your child is already drawing the map. You're learning to read the clues.

In the next chapter, we'll begin exploring the first type of spark: the Word-Smart child who thinks in language and stories. But before we move on, I encourage you to spend this week practicing the art of treasure map reading. Watch your child with fresh eyes, listen with curious ears, and prepare to be surprised by what you discover.

The adventure is just beginning.
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​Chapter 2: The Word-Smart Child - When Language Is Their Love Language
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Listen to five-year-old Maya as she tells you about her day: "Well, first we had circle time, and Mrs. Johnson read us this absolutely fascinating story about a caterpillar who was ravenous—that means really, really hungry—and he ate through all these different foods until he got a terrible stomachache. But then something miraculous happened! He built himself a cocoon and transformed into a beautiful butterfly. I think the author was trying to show us that sometimes we have to go through difficult times before we can become who we're meant to be."

If your child sounds anything like Maya, you may have discovered your first treasure: you're raising a Word-Smart child.

Now, I want to be clear about something from the start. The Word-Smart spark is about so much more than having an impressive vocabulary, though that's often the first thing people notice. These children don't just use language—they think in language. They process their world through words, stories, and verbal connections. They're the ones who ask, "What does that word mean?" and then surprise you by using it perfectly in conversation the very next day.

For Word-Smart children, language isn't just a tool for getting their needs met or following directions. It's their playground for exploration, their canvas for creativity, and their bridge for connecting with others. They often have an almost intuitive understanding of how words work together, how stories are structured, and how language can be used to persuade, entertain, or explain complex ideas.

Think of it this way: while some children see the world primarily in pictures or patterns or physical sensations, Word-Smart children see it in words and stories. They're constantly narrating their experience, both out loud and in their minds.

​Reading the Clues: What to Look For

The Vocabulary That Surprises You

One of the clearest signs you're seeing a Word-Smart treasure is when your child uses language that makes you do a double-take. Research in child development consistently shows us that children who develop advanced language skills early often maintain this advantage throughout their lives, but it's not just about knowing big words—it's about how they use them.

You might notice that your child:
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