
  
    [image: Talk About A Murder]
  


  
    
      TALK ABOUT A MURDER

      A Comedy Mystery Play

    

    
      
        LEE MUELLER

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Playedwell Publishing]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2022 by Lee Mueller

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      

      Caution: Professionals and amateurs are hereby advised that TALK ABOUT A MURDER! is subject to a royalty. All inquiries concerning rights should be addressed to  Playedwell,LLC - info@play-dead.com.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      Thank you for taking the time to read this play.  I would like you, the reader, to know I do not mean this to be a great theatrical work of art. I am aware of classic works written for the stage, and I have been an actor in several; I have also been an actor in murder mystery dinner theatre productions.  Two different worlds.   This murder mystery comedy was composed with a particular audience in mind. An audience who were fans of this genre of theatre - light entertainment, simple plot, simple mystery, and hopefully, lots of laughs.  As a playwright, I attempted to pull this genre up from some cartoonish style scripts that were out there -stuffed with double entendres and grade school humor, but not overhauling it too much. Just lifting it up slightly.  Again, this is not Serious Theatrical Literature, but hopefully still entertaining.

      -Lee Mueller
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      “Talk About A Murder” was originally titled “Some Show”, essentially because at the time of writing it, I couldn't come up with a good title and referred to it as;  “some show about a murder”. “Some Show” as a title stuck with me and I also imagined that many people going to see the play really didn't know the name and would tell friends, “Oh we're going to see... some show.”  It wasn't until a handful of years later that I realized fans of murder mystery theatre loved plays  with “murder” or “death” in the title – hence the name change.  At the time of writing the play, it seemed everyone in the entertainment industry had their very own talk show. I took that idea and ran with it.
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      Ideally, the set will be a makeshift "location" studio for a television broadcast. Wherever this play is performed it should be as if -accommodations were made for the show. Since it is "On The Road with Nickie and Ricky Rivers" and they are broadcasting from any given location - it should be minimal setting for their talk show with "talk show" style chairs or a couch sit center. Phoebe's demonstration counter is back off to the side.

      Preshow: Stagehand and perhaps camera Person do busywork (perhaps the Announcer too). Closer to start time, Ricky and Nickie enter and mingle with the crowd. Maybe coach the crowd and practice big applause before the start of the show.

      House lights down. Them music starts.

      ANNOUNCER: (set up offstage out of sight, perhaps in the back) Ladies and gentlemen, coming to you direct from a local access cable channel near you, it’s the Ricky and Nickie Rivers Show! Tonight’s episode comes to you live from (your town)as part of their “On the Road with Ricky and Nickie” tour. Tonight’s special guests include Shecky Scagnetti and Edie Buffet, domestic diva Phoebe St. Self, gossip columnist Polly Pettegolo and more. So without further delay and with much adieu, please put your hands together for ... Ricky and Nickie Riverrrrrrrrssss!

      Music fades during applause. Ricky and Nickie run onto the stage excitedly. A super-sugary amateur version of Regis & Kelly. They alternate speaking to the live audience, to each other, and to the camera.

      RICKY: Hello everyone!

      NICKIE: Good evening. What a great crowd!

      RICKY: Well, Nickie! Here we are!

      NICKIE: Yes. We are! We are here! It's great to be  HERE ... with all these lovely people!

      RICKY: Yes, it’s great to be here in ... uh ...

      NICKIE: In (your town).

      RICKY: Right! Exactly! It’s great to be here.

      RICKY and NICKIE briefly ad-lib about people in the crowd.

      NICKIE: What a wonderful time we’ve been having on the road with our “On the Road with Ricky and Nickie” tour. Haven’t we, Ricky?

      RICKY: Right you are, Nickie! Going across this great big land of ours and seeing all the ... great big land and the ... great big people.

      Both laugh superficially.

      NICKIE: Stop it, you politically incorrect man!  Seriously, you all look fabulous. What an adventure it has been. Especially in that last city we were in.

      RICKY: Right you are Nickie! There was some kind of crazy mix up, the audience thought there was going to be a tractor pull or monster truck show. Well, needless to say, the crowd was less than happy to see us.

      NICKIE: A tad hostile. They began pelting us with cheese fries and corn dogs!

      RICKY: And you know, that Cheese Whiz will just not wash out of a good cotton-polyester blend.

      NICKIE: And it can be the dickens to get out of your hair.

      Both laugh.

      RICKY: And just so everyone here is clear, there will be no tractor pull tonight!

      NICKIE: There may be some leg-pulling, but no tractors!

      Both let out obviously fake laughter.

      NICKIE & RICKY: (inhale, then simultaneously) Anyway ...

      RICKY: We really do have some show for you tonight.

      NICKIE: I can hardly wait! What kind of show is it? Is it one of our confrontational shows? You know, where we reunite someone with a jilted lover or crazed stalker?

      RICKY: No Nickie.

      NICKIE: How about child stars who are now serving

      hard time?

      RICKY: Negative Nickie.

      NICKIE: Secret crushes? I love secret crush shows!

      RICKY: Sorry, honey.

      NICKIE: Please tell me it's not a diet show or one of those self-empowerment deals.

      RICKY: Nickie, we have gathered a group of very talented people. People just like us!

      NICKIE: Oh. A recovery show?

      RICKY: No, sweetie. I mean, people like us who are talented, and who will soon have their very own TV shows!

      NICKIE: (not excited) Really? A plug show? The producers couldn't come up with anything?

      RICKY: Actually Doctor Dunn canceled at the last minute.

      NICKIE: Doctor who?

      RICKY: Doctor Dunn, author of “Positive Thinking To A Thinner You.” He couldn't make it.

      NICKIE: Really? What was he thinking?

      RICKY But anyway folks, we could stand here and talk about people who have canceled on us all night.

      NICKIE: Really! Left us high and dry. Just because we don't pull in the big numbers. Low market share. People who think they're better than...

      RICKY: You know Nickie, we have to go to a commercial right now, and ...

      NICKIE: And just because we've jumped networks a few times and ended up on cable, I mean really!

      RICKY: And I mean we have to go to a commercial!

      NICKIE: Whatever! Stay tuned. We’ll be right back!

      As announcer starts the dialogue, stagehand comes out to Ricky and Nickie with note cards, straightens Ricky's tie, Nickie's hair, etc.

      ANNOUNCER: The Ricky and Nickie Rivers show — live from (your Town) — is brought to you by Sweet Prince Sleep Aids. For those restless nights when you don't know whether to be or not to be tired, Sweet Prince will help you get to sleep, perchance to dream. Available in pill or gel cap form. When you need a good night, Sweet Prince is the answer. (beat, then quickly) Possible side effects include headaches, vomiting and constipation. If relaxation lasts longer than four hours, consult a physician. (normal speed) Now once again ... heeeere’s Ricky and Nickie Riveeerrrs!

      RICKY: Welcome back. Our first guests are a husband and wife singing sensation.

      NICKIE: At one time they headlined the biggest lounges in Vegas, Tahoe and Schenectady.

      RICKY: And soon, they will have their very own show on a local access cable channel in your area. Please put your hands together for ...

      NICKIE: The lovely and talented ...

      RICKY: Shecky Scagnetti and Edie Buffet!

      Music up. Shecky and Edie enter. They greet each other with hugs and handshakes. Music fades.

      NICKIE: Welcome to the show! You both look fabulous!

      EDIE: Thank you. You guys look fabulous too! Don’t they, Shecky? They look much taller in person.

      SHECKY: Right you are there, Edie. And let me just say, it is a delight and a sincere sensation for us to be here on your show. And I mean that.

      EDIE: And such a swell town and a great place. Ain't it, Sheck?

      SHECKY: Yes it is, pumpkin. Of all the (your location e.g. theatre, school, banquet halls etc..) we’ve ever performed in, this one is by far the most ... recent. (beat) Say, Edie, didn’t we do this room for a Kiwanis Christmas party in ’06.

      EDIE: No, dear. That was a VFW Hall in (a nearby town).

      SHECKY: Oh right. Seems like we spent a week there one night. (Makes his own drum rim shot sound.) I wanna tell ya.

      NICKIE: You two are so funny!

      EDIE: And we just love your show. You two are so wonderful together.

      RICKY: Thank you. Speaking of which, you guys will have your own show soon, won’t you?

      EDIE: That’s right, Ricky. Me and Shecky will be having our own show soon.

      Pause as Ricky anticipates more.

      RICKY: Well, tell us about it.

      EDIE: Oh. Well, me and Shecky were just gettin’ tired of travelin’ and singin’, singin’ and travelin’.

      SHECKY: From Natchez to Mobile ...

      EDIE: From Memphis to St Joe ...

      SHECKY: Wherever the four winds blow ...

      EDIE: We've been in some big towns ...

      NICKIE: And I bet you heard some big talk.

      EDIE: Did we ever! So anywho, we was doin’ some show in Cleveland, and our agent calls us!

      SHECKY: He says, “Kids, how would you like your own show? There’s a big market for this reality stuff! And I said really? Reality? Who knew? I didn't!

      EDIE: Cuz Shecky and me were never fans of reality.

      NICKIE: I can imagine.

      EDIE: So, he says they want to send this camera crew to follow us around. Ya know, watch us do whatever we do.

      SHECKY: I says to the guy, I says, as long as they don't follow me into the toilet, you got yourself a deal! And then Bada bing, bada boom. We got our own show.

      NICKIE: What a fascinating story.

      EDIE: Oh it is! And our show will have a lot of fascinatin’ reality things. Won’t it, Sheck?

      SHECKY: It’s gonna be like a reality show and a talk show all in one, but different.

      RICKY: Well, that's different.

      SHECKY: Sure it is! Reality show wrapped up in a variety show format!

      EDIE: And a cookin’ show.

      NICKIE: Ok Wait, it's what now?

      SHECKY: A real variety of talking and cooking. But with a country slant. Edie and me are getting into country music. It's the new thing these days!

      RICKY: You two don’t strike me as country music people. Are you?

      SHECKY: Well, you gotta follow the money Rick! If the money’s good enough, we’ll learn to love it. Right, sweet lumps?

      EDIE: Oh yeah. Me and Shecky have been learnin’ how to sing through our noses!

      SHECKY: And I tell you what, it does wonders for the sinuses!

      NICKIE: Let me see if I follow you. It’s a “reality, talk cooking show”? And you are going to be singing country songs?

      SHECKY: Sure! But hey, we aren't ditchin' the standards! We have Vegas in our blood. We'll mix in some Sinatra along with the hillbilly crap.

      EDIE: It ain’t Hillbilly crap honey, it’s very beautiful music.

      SHECKY: Whatever. Hey, if it makes money, I'll sing about pick up trucks and six-packs.

      EDIE: And, of course, we’ll have all the BIG country stars hanging around, being all real and junk.

      NICKIE: It sounds absolutely enchanting.

      RICKY: Do you have a name for your show yet?

      SHECKY: Yeah, it’s called “Real Down Home with Slim  Scagnetti and Bubba Buffet.” Airing this fall, Mondays at 3 am, on local access channel 173.

      NICKIE: Well, we’ll be sure to watch it. Won’t we, Ricky?

      RICKY: We sure will. Thanks for joining us today, guys. (turns ) Now, our next guest is ...

      SHECKY: Hey! Our next what?  Wait a minute here! That’s it?

      RICKY: What do you mean, Shecky?

      SHECKY: I mean, that’s it? That's all the time we get? We don’t get to sing or nothin’?

      RICKY: Maybe later, if time allows. We have to keep the show moving along. You know how it is. Only so much time for each segment.

      SHECKY: Segment-schmegment. You two took all that time flapping your traps about tractor racing corn dogs and you only asked us like two questions!

      NICKIE: Just be a love, Shecky, and let us do our show. When you do your reality cooking country show, you can flap your trap all you want.

      SHECKY: You got that right, toots. I'm gunna do some trap flappin!

      RICKY: And.. our next guest is well-known to housewives across America.

      NICKIE: She is the Queen of Crafts and the Baroness of Better Housekeeping.

      RICKY: And she too, will soon have her own show on the Divine Home Domestic network. Please welcome ...

      NICKIE: The lovely and talented ...

      RICKY: Phoebe St. Self!

      Music up. Phoebe enters and sits. Music fades.

      RICKY: Welcome to the show Phoebe.

      PHOBE: It’s a pleasure to be here, Richard.

      RICKY: Please. Call me Ricky.

      PHOEBE: If you wish. But I must warn you about my formality. I just feel that it is respectful to address people by their proper names.

      RICKY: Well, you don’t need to feel proper around us, Phoebe.

      PHOEBE: Please, I prefer Mrs. St. Self. And I am well aware of your lack of formality, which is why I feel it is my duty to introduce proper etiquette to this program.

      NICKIE: (sardonic) Why, thank you. I was going to pick up some etiquette this morning, but they were sold out.

      RICKY: Uh.. thank you Mrs. St. Self. For.. introducing proper.. things to our show.

      PHOEBE: You’re welcome, I’m sure.

      RICKY: So, Mrs. St. Self, we understand you will soon have your own show, tell us about it.

      PHOEBE: You are correct. It is entitled “At Home with St. Self” and it ...
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