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This chapbook is dedicated to:

To my family, who are my foundation,

To my wife, whose love and support guide me every day,

To my children, who are my inspiration,

To my home country, Nigeria, whose spirit lives in me,

To my continent, Africa, rich in history, culture, and resilience,

To the whole world, for its beauty, struggles, and lessons,

To my country of residence, Finland, for the opportunities and the journey,

To my Finnish language teachers, for guiding me and inspiring my growth,

And to the United Nations, and all organizations that protect life, promote peace, fight climate change, and defend our environment, your tireless efforts inspire hope and action.

This book is for all who carry their stories within,

may you find strength, hope, and courage in its pages.
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I carry the world in my skin. Every scar, every question, every joy pulses through me. These poems are echoes, of identity, of struggle, of love, and of the life I have lived and witnessed. They are my observations of the world, the quiet beauty of nature, the rhythm of seasons, the scent of winter, and the way light pierces even the darkest moments.

And yet, the world is not only beauty. I write of suffering, the pain of refugees torn from home, the violence of war, the judgment of society, and the invisible battles each of us fight. I write of poverty, of dreams deferred, of fake friends, of love that crosses colour and culture, and of the courage it takes to survive.

This chapbook is a testament to resilience. Each poem is a story, a scream, a whisper, a reflection of what it means to be human. It is about witnessing life in its full spectrum, pain and beauty, loss and hope, struggle and triumph.

“Echoes in My Skin” invites you to feel, to see, and to remember that even in suffering, there is strength, even in darkness, there is light, and every life leaves its mark on the world.
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PERSONAL IDENTITY AND GROWTH


APPRECIATE YOUR HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

A penny can become a nickel.

A penny and a nickel can become a dime.

A dime beside a quarter grows into a half-dollar.

A half-dollar, invested wisely, becomes a dollar.

And one dollar, multiplied a million times,

is what makes a million.

Tiny droplets gather

to become a widening rain.

Mighty rivers begin

as quiet, hidden springs.

The tallest trees we marvel at

were once no more than patient seeds.

A small enterprise, guided with care,

may rise into a corporate giant.

So, honour the start, however small,

for every greatness

was once a humble beginning.

So therefore, appreciate your humble beginnings.


I AM MANLY

I am independent.

I am courageous, focused, and strong.

I am a natural-born leader,

a visionary, a pace-setter.

I am well-groomed,

a breadwinner and provider.

I am industrious and ambitious,

productive and responsible.

I am modern and humble.

I am an achiever, a go-getter.

I am manly.


I WONDER

I wonder,

if I scream louder,

maybe someone will hear me.

Maybe someone will see my strength,

my eagerness,

my hunger for work,

and empower me,

give me a job,

give me bread,

give me a chance to grow.
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