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      Joanna was a confident woman who usually looked at danger with a raised eyebrow and a disarming smile. Not this time, though. As her helicopter dropped every closer to the reddish ground below, fear gripped her heart. She was looking death in the face, and for once, she wasn't raising her perfectly manicured eyebrows. She was staring at the ground in shock. Should she jump out of the helicopter before it crashed? Or would it be safer to stay inside? 

      She didn't get a chance to decide. The chopper lurched to one side, and she slipped, falling out of the open door. She didn't even have time to scream as she hurtled down towards the ground. Sand was everywhere, in her eyes, her mouth, but then the pain of the impact distracted her. Luckily, darkness took her before she could see the burning helicopter explode in the distance.
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        * * *

      

      When she woke, she had a headache from hell. She slowly sat up, trying to get her bearings. She didn't seem to be injured, except for that pain in her head and some scrapes all over her limbs. A guardian angel must have been holding her while she fell. It was crazy to think that she'd survived a helicopter crash with not more than a few bruises. 

      She looked around. Nothingness spread out around her. A few hills in the distance but otherwise it was nothing but sand and sand. A small group of bushes were nearby, and she decided that she better seek shelter there from the scorching sun. Already she could feel her skin starting to itch from too much exposure to the harsh midday sunlight. She always wore several layers of sunscreen, but that wasn't enough here in the outback. 

      Joanna stumbled to her feet and slowly walked towards the bushes. There was one misshapen tree there as well. Maybe she'd be able to find water nearby. If these plants managed to survive here in the desert, there had to be a source of water somewhere. 

      She dropped down in the shade, grateful to be out of the sun. Now it was time to examine her situation. As a doctor, she was someone who liked to analyse every situation with her sharp mind, listing all the advantages and disadvantages before making a decision. In this case, there weren't any advantages. All she had were her clothes. No water, no medical supplies, no food and her phone still had to be in the helicopter. She was utterly alone. 

      How the heck was she supposed to survive out here? She didn't even know where she was. The helicopter was one of the autonomous ones that the rescue services had introduced two years ago. No pilot, just an AI that flew her wherever she had to be. She hadn't looked at the display to see where her emergency was. She didn't really care, as long as the chopper got her there quickly. She loved saving lives, and here in the outback, everyone was grateful to see her. 

      "I have to find a settlement," she muttered to herself, but her legs refused to move. She needed a bit more rest before she would be able to walk for long distances. Her head was still pounding like crazy, and her throat was beginning to feel parched. The metallic taste of blood filled her mouth; maybe she had bitten her tongue when she'd crash-landed. 

      All in all, it was a hopeless situation.

      Even though she was now sitting in the shade, she was still far too hot. Maybe she'd got herself some sunburn? She wasn't sure how long she'd been lying unconscious. Her clothes stuck to her skin and she itched to get out of them. Well, she was alone in the middle of nowhere, who would care? With a shrug, she took off her sweaty jumpsuit and stretched her limbs, enjoying the sudden feeling of freedom. Here in the shadow of the tree and bushes she was protected from the sun, despite being mostly naked. Her skin was tanned from spending most of her free time on Bondi Beach, giving her skin a matte shine that she knew made her even more attractive.
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