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KINGDOM LIFE

Spirit come and take control, touch me deep down in
my soul

Fill me till I overflow, with kingdom life

Speak to me and I’ll obey, every word I hear You
say

Lead me in Your righteous way to kingdom life

I long to be like You, in everything I say and
do

But I can’t live that life, without your presence
deep inside

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, grant me what I’m
needing most

The spirit of the Pentecost for kingdom life

(W. Berry / See & Say Songs, BMI)




Author’s Note

This is not a book of opinions as such. You
already have your own. You don’t need mine. Rather, it’s a
collection of thoughts on subjects that I personally think are
worth thinking about—core values of a sort. The intent of the
content is to stir you to consider some certain things from another
point of view than the one(s) you currently have. If reading it
prompts you to think, then I’ve done my job. My goal is to make the
data available for private and public pondering.

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is
he...”

~Pro. 23:7 - KJV


PREFACE

First things first.

From Old Testament Scriptures, according to
Strong’s Concordance, to ponder means to roll flat,
i.e. to prepare (a road); also to revolve, i.e. to weigh
(mentally). And to balance, i.e. measure out (by weight or
dimension); to arrange, equalize, through the idea of levelling (to
estimate, test).

In the New Testament it means to combine, i.e.
(in speaking), to converse, consult, dispute (mentally), to
consider, (by implication), to aid (personally). To join, confer,
encounter, help, make, meet with.

In Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary it
means: To weigh in the mind (to appraise), To deliberate about, To
review mentally (to think about); To think or consider quietly,
soberly, and deeply.

{I am a practitioner of pondering}

Another aspect of pondering is to consider
through thought. So, consider this:

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.”

~Mark 12:30 (Emphasis mine)

There are four components or characteristics
mentioned in Mark 12:30. By and large, the body of Christ tends to
sanction/embrace three of them fairly well, while allowing the
forth to seemingly survive on life-support. Heart, soul, and
strength (the “I can do all things” dynamic of Phil. 4:13), are
given a level of importance in our teaching and preaching that
rarely balances out with that of the mind.

“I’ve never lived with balance, but I’ve always
liked the notion…”

~B. Cockburn

It’s as if our intelligence has become a
step-child at best in regard to growing up and maturing as
believers. How and why we continue to allow that to take place is
disappointing (tragic perhaps). It is most certainly not how
Scriptures address our minds and how we are to use them. Here are
several examples of what the Word says:

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

~Rom. 12:1, 2 (Emphasis mine)

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.”

~2 Tim.2:15 - KJV

“Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on
the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.”

~Col. 3:1-3 (Emphasis mine)

“Serving the Lord with all humility of
mind…”

~Acts 20:19 - KJV

“And as he *reasoned about righteousness and
self-control and the coming judgment…”

~Acts 24:25 - ESV

*Reasoned: From a root word meaning to
relate in words (usually of systematic or set discourse).

“…I will put My laws into their minds…”

~Heb. 8:10

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

~Pro. 9:10

An Axiom

Knowledge is Information

Understanding is Interpretation

Wisdom is Application

“Place your hand on your forehead and
say—‘Engage.’”

~Bishop Tudor Bismark

Here’s a beautifully stated prayer of pondering,
and repentance for restoration:

Abandoning Ourselves to the Goodness and Grace
of Our Father

“Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has
nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

~Psalm 73:25-26 - NIV

“Heavenly Father, as we ponder
the impassioned declaration of the Psalmist, we also cry out, “Us
too, Lord, us too!” May we live by the mathematics of mercy—faith
calculating your unparalleled worth in a world of fool’s gold and
temporal pleasures.

“Grant us the perspective of
eternity, that we might live our days with heaven’s hope and its
matchless joys in view. Keep us gospel-sane—thinking with the mind
of Christ, reasoning by the riches of grace, and worshipping you in
Spirit and truth.

“Father, give us more
satisfaction in yourself than in any story, situation, or
circumstance we might choose for ourselves. Thank you for giving us
many gifts to enjoy, but we want you to be the most gratifying
feast of hearts—our portion and passion, our treasure and
inheritance. By your Holy Spirit, make it so. Make it more true and
real to us than ever before.

“Forgive us for our ingratitude
and envy, our fears and lack of trust. Free us from every
expression of entitlement and demandingness. Heal our
gospel-amnesia, Father. We too easily forget that we are your
children of delight; your daughters and sons of grace; those you’ve
hidden in Christ, sealed for eternity, and rejoice over with
singing.

“Oh, blessed, loving, and
merciful Father, we worship and adore you today, and forever. So
very Amen we pray, in Jesus’ exalted and glorious
name.”

~Pastor Scotty Smith

Over the last four decades or thereabouts, as a
teacher in the body of Christ, I’ve noticed a common trait among
those who’ve attended my classes and in congregations in general.
It is this: The longer people are out of a classroom environment
(study, assignments, homework, tests, etc.), the more likely they
are to become less active in the ongoing process of learning. The
lack of discipline which comes from not being in an educational
environment tends to cause people to turn their minds off and coast
mentally.

The very act of acquiring and applying knowledge
becomes too much of an effort. As a result, people seem prone to
relying on data that they’ve already stored in their heads over
time, which they continue to draw upon as they age. The practice of
acquiring knowledge, assessing it with understanding, and then
applying wisdom no longer fits into their lifestyles. As a result,
many (perhaps most folks) rely on what they already know, instead
of continuing to be renewed in their thinking.

You can also view pondering through the lens of
contemplation. To contemplate (from Webster’s) means:
1. To view or consider with continued attention, 2. To have a view
as contingent or probable or as an end or intention; to ponder or
meditate. Contemplation means: 1a. Consideration on
spiritual things as a form of private devotion, 1b: A state of
mystical awareness of God’s being, 2. An act of considering with
attention (to study), 3. The act of regarding steadily, 4.
Intention, expectation.

A person who practices contemplation is known as
a contemplative—meaning marked by or given to contemplation;
of or relating to a religious order devoted to prayer and penance.
I am such a person.

The Bible speaks of mediation as well. So, to
mediate, or to practice mediation is a Scripturally sound method of
accomplishing the same goal(s) presented in the terms I’ve just
defined. For example:

Isaac did so in Gen. 24:63. Joshua did so in
Jos. 1:8. David did so in Ps. 1:2; 63:6; 77:12, 119:15, 23, 48, 78,
148; 143:5. Paul directs Timothy to do so in 1 Tim. 4:15.

David’s meditations continued in Ps. 5:1; 19:4;
49:3;104:34; 119:97, 99.

As I see it, biblically speaking, that places me
in good company.

The handling, examining, and unpacking of the
things related to living a kingdom life is therefore well worth
dealing with. However, in these digital daze we live in, such
practices have seemingly become a lost art. To attempt to do such
pondering requires far too much time than many people care to
bother with. Be advised, what I mean is that there is no app for
that.

Such mind-set recalibrating cannot be personally
incorporated quickly. That would in and of itself be a
contradiction in terms. Mulling things over mentally most often
calls for taking time. And, far too many of us have little to no
time available for such activities.

HURRY UP AND WAIT

“Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving
look at me, your High God, above politics, above
everything.”

~Ps. 46:10 - MSG

The Biblical directive of waiting on the Lord
encourages us to find the space and sensibility to incorporate such
practices as I’ve just mentioned into our lives. But, often it
seems that we don’t/won’t allow time for that to happen. We are
simply too busy, to distracted, or too undisciplined. Without a
willing spirit and an obedient desire to wait on the Lord, the
pro-active participation of setting our minds on things above
becomes an impossible task to try and tackle. I’ll have more to say
about thought life later. (See Col. 3:1-3)

“Don’t you know anything? Haven’t you been
listening? God doesn’t come and go. God lasts. He’s Creator of all
you can see or imagine. He doesn’t get tired out, doesn’t pause to
catch his breath. And he knows everything, inside and out. He
energizes those who get tired, gives fresh strength to dropouts.
For even young people tire and drop out, young folk in their prime
stumble and fall. But those who wait upon God
get fresh strength. They spread their wings and soar like
eagles. They run and don’t get tired, they walk and don’t lag
behind.”

~Is. 40: 28-31 (Emphasis mine) - MSG

A PRACTICING PROVOCATEUR

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto
love and to good works.”

~Heb. 10:24 - KJV

It seems to me that our understanding of what it
means to be provoked tends to be biased in a negative direction.
That’s too bad. And it’s also an incorrect understanding. The
results of being provoked can have either a positive or negative
effect, depending on the whys and hows of its usage. In other
words, provoke is what it is, based on its intended use.
Perhaps defining the language will help to clarify what I’m
saying:

Provoke: To call forth;
to stir up purposely; to provide the needed stimulus for; to rouse
one into doing or feeling or to produce by so rousing a person.

Provocative: Serving or
tending to provoke, excite, or stimulate.

Provocation: The act of
provoking; something that provokes, arouses, or stimulates.

Provocateur: An agent
of provocation.

Another usage of the concept of being provoked
is found in Acts 17:16, where Paul says that his spirit was
“stirred” within him. Stirred (in the KJV) is defined in
Strong’s Concordance as being sharpened alongside.
It’s from the same root word as provoke used in Heb. 10:24
which says, “and let us consider (provoke) how to stimulate one
another to love and good deeds.”

Both terms share the sense of incitement (to
good) or dispute (in anger). Either definition is appropriate
depending on the intention (context) in which it has been
purposed.

From that perspective, the idea of “iron
sharpens iron” interrelates to the idea of provocation:

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another.”

~Pro. 27:17

Having said that, perhaps it’s time for me to
just go ahead and come right out and say this: I am a
provocateur.

I have been for pretty much most of my life. The
following story will likely make that clear.

Some 35 years ago, my father died. During the
second day of visitation at the funeral home, an event took place
which impacted me profoundly. I would have never in a million years
expected such a thing to transpire. I’ll share it with you here
because it has a bearing on what’s to follow in this
manuscript.

My mother and I were standing in front of my
father’s coffin receiving condolences from family and friends—both
old and new. In the process of doing that, there were people in
line that I had not seen in years—some in decades. One of those who
had come to show his respects was the pastor from the church that I
grew up in—the fellowship where I was “born again.” As I turned
away from speaking to someone, brother Miles was standing directly
in front of me. I couldn’t recall the last time I’d seen (or
spoken) to him, but it had been long, long ago. He spoke kindness
to mom and me regarding dad’s passing. Then, he said this
(paraphrased as I recall it).

“Wayne, I was always glad that you grew up
attending our church. You had such an impact on the Sunday School
teachers over the years.”

At that point, I was stunned. What could he mean
with such a statement? My recollections of those days was that my
cousin Rex and I were always getting into trouble by disturbing the
classes. On more than one occasion we were sent out of class to
stand in the hall until we could control ourselves (attitude,
actions, and our disruptive behavior). That being the case, why
would he make such a comment?

I gathered myself together enough to ask him
exactly what he meant. Then he said this in response: “You always
challenged the teachers to work harder on their lessons by asking
them such hard questions.”

That is provocation in action.

Picture a scene from a movie where an impactive
moment is taking place. The person involved sees themselves as
being transported back in time—as if they were in a tunnel
traveling backwards at a high rate of speed.

The moment he spoke those words, that’s exactly
what happened to me! I felt like I was being rocketed backwards
over some 30 years or so, into my teens. At that instant it was as
if my life came into focus in a way I’d never seen with such
clarity. My childhood pastor had just given me a great gift, coming
at one of the most emotionally difficult and meaningful times I’d
ever encountered.

His evaluation of me (from my childhood through
my teen years) was that my way of thinking had been an asset to the
adults who were teaching me and my peers in classes, during the
very days that I thought I’d only been a problem for everyone in
attendance.

When that took place, the Holy Ghost spoke to me
saying something to this effect: “That’s who you are, and that’s
how you were fashioned.

“For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in
my mother’s womb I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it
very well.”

~Ps. 139:13, 14

“...for in Him we live and move and
exist…”

~Acts 17:28a

Having shared all that, here’s a provocative
statement for your consideration: I believe that God’s kingdom is
The Context (#1 priority) for every single aspect of living
as a follower of Christ. I’m going to do my best to try and explain
why I said that with this manuscript.


INTRODUCTION


AN ABRIDGED
TESTIMONIAL

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so…”

~Ps. 107:2a

I was born in Tennessee, and reared in a typical
Southern Baptist Church, with its basic fundamental theology and
narrowly-focused sensibilities. However, I am deeply appreciative
of what I received in that narrowed and limited spiritual
environment. The basics are always important. They are, if you
will, fundamental.

I was saved and baptized into the body of Christ
there at age nine. My life was eternally changed by what I
experienced sittin’ in those old wooden pews. At thirteen, I
received a “call” of some sort related to service for the Lord, but
I didn’t understand what that meant at the time. Then at fifteen or
thereabouts, I began to drift away from fellowship due to two
specific cultural events which were taking place in and around
me.

My interest in and giftings for making music
were expanding way beyond the limits of what was available (or
acceptable) in the “house of God.”

The Civil Rights Movement was exposing the
difference between what many Christians said they believed
(according to the Bible), and what they were expressing by their
actions, attitudes, practices, and proclamations (both privately
and corporately).

Both of those factors were pulling me away from
congregational life, and into a life lived outside the walls of the
church. As a result I became a prodigal son.

STRAY

I’ve been out on the border, down along the
shore

Up over America so many times before

I’ve been stayin’ out of trouble, by stayin’ on the
street

I’ve been in and out of luck so many times I’m
incomplete

Now it’s all I can do to keep away from you

It’s been harder than anything I’ve ever tried to
do

I know what will be will be what it will

But I can’t keep movin’ if my hearts standin’
still

CHORUS:

You’re a stray just like me, it’s written all over
your face

You’re a stray just like me, you’re just tryin’ to
find your place

Back in 1967 you were L.A. bound

You read in the newspapers ‘bout that new
underground

You were young and impressionable, and
misunderstood

And searchin’ for salvation, but it didn’t do no
good

Now its all I can do to keep my distance from
you

Its been harder than anything I’ve ever had to
do

I know what will be will be all it can

But I can’t keep movin’ if you’re holdin’ my
hand

REPEAT CHORUS:

BRIDGE:

Ain’t no heroes left, except the ones on parole

The last call for heroes was light years ago

Like some sleeping Messiah at the side of the
road

We wait for directions and then

We’ll be briefed on how all this will end

Looks like we’ve got to go through it, again and
again

Just meet me somewhere in America, in the middle of
the night

There’s a place we can go, where it’s absolutely
right

All the young visionaries simply dance till they
drop

There ain’t no need for changin’, if that changed,
then they’d stop

Now it’s all I can do to keep my hands off of
you

It’s harder than anything I’ve ever been through

I know what will be in control

But I can’t keep movin’ if love takes hold

REPEAT CHORUS:

(W. Berry / See & Say Songs, BMI / Circa
1978)
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