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Jaqueline Kennedy Onassis—former first lady, editor, mother, grandmother—lives a life of mystery. But she wants to solve a mystery of her own: who changed the world on November 22, 1963? Oswald? A group of conspirators? 

Originally written for a mystery anthology titled The First Lady Murders, “Jackie-O” explores the murder at the center of the former first lady’s existence, the murder of her husband, Jack.




 

 

 

 

She never used the word “murder.” Not casually as in “I could murder him for this”; nor seriously as in “A man was murdered on Fifty-Second and Broadway.” She watched little television, and avoided editing books that used the offending word.

She never thought about death or murder or assassination until her final months, alone in her 15-room Fifth Avenue co-op, those nights when sleep eluded her.

Then she faced it.

All.

 

***

 

Sleepless nights brought to mind other sleepless nights, in ’68, and in that horrifying, grief-filled year of ’63. She had lost her tiny Patrick that year, and then Jack.

Jack.

He had been president, but she had made him great. She had understood how much of politics was perception, even unto the end. That was why she—a self-absorbed woman with few charities and even fewer charitable interests—had become America’s most popular first lady, instead of more deserving souls, like Eleanor Roosevelt. She had made the country worship her. She had been their queen, and the cost had been so great she could barely fathom it, even now.

Jack. On those sleepless nights, she saw him, lounging in his rocker, smiling at her as if he had been caught with another woman, and she could almost hear him say, as he so often did about his rocker—it gives you a sense of motion without a sense of danger. She used to laugh at that. Her Jack, who always had a sense of danger, finely tuned. So finely tuned that it saved him—not from getting into trouble, but from getting caught.
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