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INTRODUCTION
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In volume I of this series, Desperate Rites:  Astrology and the Occult in the Richard Speck Murders, I analyzed the occult symbolism of the horrific mass murder of eight student nurses in 1966 Chicago. The occult references in that case were astounding, from the astrology to the numbers to the interconnections between the names. 

The same is true in the case of the Black Dahlia unsolved murder of 1947. This crime has horrified and intrigued me almost as much as the mass murder that I wrote about in Volume I.

Whether it be Chicago 1966 or Los Angeles 1947, the loss of innocent, vibrant young women is painful, but that provides me with a keen motivation to understand more using the tools of astrology and occult symbolism. 

As mythologist and symbologist J.R. Cirlot once said, “crime is a feature of many desperate rites,” and behind this desperation lies the shadow side of events, as unveiled by the tools of occult symbolism. Volume I spoke volumes on the meaningful connections between these symbols and the events behind one nefarious crime. Welcome to Volume II.

B.D. Salerno

March 31, 2025
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CHAPTER I

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
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Timelines are crucial to any crime analysis, as are time cycles, especially with crimes that leave their impact on many generations.  Crimes are not just the reflection of one person’s or one group’s bad intentions; they allow us a peek into the workings of the collective mindset. 

And so it was during the days of the Black Dahlia murder. America was in the midst of its most sweeping change since the end of the Civil War nearly 80 years earlier. The official end of World War II in 1945 heralded social and economic changes the likes of which the country had never before seen. Both expansion and upheaval were on the horizon for many aspects of American life.

One feature of American life most heavily impacted by the war dealt with women and their place in society. While men were away at war, women were called on to take their places on the assembly lines in munitions and armaments factories. Women took up the challenge and proved themselves more than capable of managing a full time job while also managing their own households and families. 

It was an historical first, and it left an indelible footprint on American society. Women were proving their strength and versatility, and they could provide for themselves independently of their husbands. This newfound confidence was encouraged by the iconic Army poster of a woman flexing her muscles, touting, “We Can Do It!”

Encouraged at first, that is. After the war, the very government that published those rallying posters was the same entity that expected women to do a rapid about-face and return to their former lives without any upstart ideas about self-sufficiency.

But once the war was over America would never be the same. Many women who got a taste of this newfound freedom sought even more independence for themselves away from the expectations of traditional married life. This was a monumental paradigm shift, and it resonated especially on the West Coast, where many factories and military installations had taken on women as temporary hires while the men were away at war. 

Naturally, there would be blowback from the status quo, especially the government. The idea of women developing a newfound sense of independence was threatening to the old guard. Something needed to be done, and who better to squelch this growing movement than the media?

And they did a splendid job of it. There was a growing social problem in Los Angeles and it was all about women – young women who yearned for their own place in the world, who had ventured west to find a new lifestyle, preferably in the entertainment business. Plenty of young women with hopes of finding fame and fortune just like Elizabeth Short, the leading lady in this tragic story. The media coined the term “problem girls” to designate this adventuresome group, taking every opportunity to disparage them in the press. 

Los Angeles was a powerful magnet for these young women, who came from all parts of the country in search of fame and fortune. They were young, attractive, single, and adventurous. They took on jobs as waitresses, barmaids, housekeepers, practically any type of job always hopeful of making that one special connection that might land them their big break. Many ended up exploited by shady businessmen claiming to be producers, with the sole purpose of entrapping the girls into compromising jobs and situations that offered high risks with little reward. 

One such shady individual was Danish émigré Mark Marinus Hansen, a successful nightclub owner with investments in movie theatres. He owned and managed the Florentine Gardens nightclub as well as two boarding houses where he rented rooms out to aspiring young women whom he employed in his clubs, all of whom awaited the big break that never came their way.

Besides the influx of the “problem girls” there was another troubling change in the scandalous City of Angels – some of the girls were getting murdered. In the months preceding the Black Dahlia’s demise there were two heinous murders of young women tabbed the “White Gardenia” murder and the “Red Hibiscus” murder. One reporter saw fit to place a white carnation at the murder scene of yet another young woman, ostensibly to admit her into the fallen family of young dead flower girls.

Here we have the Satanic ritual colors red, white, and black if we include the Dahlia, and we have the symbol of female youth as flowers being violently plucked well before their time. 

Much has been written about the Black Dahlia unsolved murder and the bevy of male suspects in the case. After studying the literature I have come to my own conclusions about the suspects and who I think killed the Black Dahlia. We’ll get to that in a bit, but right now, let’s take a look at the Black Dahlia herself – Elizabeth Short.
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CHAPTER II

WHO WAS THE BLACK DAHLIA?
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