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F O R E W O R D

The connection between the human species and God is as ancient as ancient is this species.  From the immemorial time the transcendental events in the life of men had been connected to one or several gods.  It is a situation that has not changed much along the way, for the human being has a psychological need to feel protected by a power superior to him, to make that power responsible for his catastrophes and to thank it for his triumphs.  And even though many people think that man has ‘evolved’—that need has hardly changed.

So, for thousands of years, the men who lived in caves considered natural phenomena as a punishment from the gods, or else considered gods themselves as being those forces.

Six hundred years ago (XIV century) when the Black or Bubonic Plague devastated Europe, reaping millions of human lives, the people known as “the flagellants” appeared, which –like many others in those times—considered the plague to be a misfortune sent by God, and who thought that by flogging themselves they could somehow placate the “wrath of God”.  Even today there are many who kneel in submission when there are earthquakes--thinking that such geological movement is a sign of a displeased God.

God is so ingrained in the human psyche that throughout history, man has used the intensity and influence of religiosity as a distinct parameter of each epoch.   Thus, we have for instance the fact that the birth of Jesus is a defining landmark of time, and the hegemony of religious thought defines the era known as Obscurantism, or the end of the predominance of religiosity over reason represents the beginning of the era known as the Renaissance.   The great wave of religious fervor occurring in the United States of America during the XIX century is known as “the Great Awakening”.  This connection exists even in art, in such a way that the prevalence of religious subjects in paintings is the mark of a particular epoch: that of the Baroque.

In the USA today there is a hot debate on whether religion should be taught in schools.  Those who advocate this initiative consider that it is a way to lower the levels of violence among the youngsters, following several years in which children, teenagers and college students had been causing massacres in their schools.  That they would try to remedy violence with religious education is a logic that suggests that the closer one is to God, the less violent one will be.  However curiously enough, during Obscurantist times, when the religious Orders were controlling education in the States and the world in general-- it was surprisingly an Era of terrible cruelty, evil and violence.  Violence, that was precisely imposed, practiced and deceitfully supported by those monks who were --theoretically anyway—the closest of all to God.

The main example of that religious evil was—without a doubt—“The Holy Office” better known as the Inquisition, which took the lives of many thousands of people—among them personalities as brilliant as Giordano Bruno or Miguel Servet.

They would tell us today that: “those were men from other times and we should put their evil into a different context” or “We should not try to judge using our XXI century minds, the thoughts in the minds of peoples from past centuries”-- as a way to justify those atrocities.  But by the same token, the millions of Jews killed by Hitler during the Third Reich, or the extermination of almost the totality of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, were also acts of extreme cruelty performed by men from different times.  Two centuries from now there will be those who will say that the terrorist attacks perpetrated in 2001 against the World Trade Center towers, which took the lives of many innocent victims (who probably did not have any idea of what the Islamic Jihad is), were things done by people from some other time.

Nowadays millions sell the idea that Jesus Christ came to bring us a solution to the problems of humankind. That “the Son of God” brought in a revolution into a chaotic world along with his new message of peace love and fraternity. That He revolutionized the world is true; that the world was then a chaotic, one may say is true; that his message was positive is also true.  But, to say that the contents of his message were unknown and new that is completely false, because others before him (hundreds and even thousands of years before) had taught the same precepts and concepts more or less the same as the new Christians were now presenting as original and as their own.  I refer here to concepts like mercy, solidarity, kindness, humility, ethical values, compassion, etc.

Among those previous masters who preached similar tenets and performed similar rites we may mention: Athis, Mithras, Osiris, Krishna, the Buddha, Zoroaster and Dionysius.  

The one element in the message of Jesus that the others lacked, was the strong mediatic force of world diffusion (achieved thanks to Constantine sanctioning Christianity as the official religion in Rome, from where it was imposed on other nations) which is what made it into a revolutionary event.

At this point and in this context, we have to ask:  can we say that the coming of Jesus made the world a better place to live?  Well, frankly, no!  Before his arrival there was a lot of evil, and after he departed there was still much evil.  Ironically, much of this evil was generated during the process of imposing the “peaceful christian message”.  As an example, we have the christianization of the peoples of the “recently discovered” American Continent, or the Inquisition itself.   With Jesus or without Jesus this world was, is, and will be, a place great of evil.  The explanation for this fact is that evil is not a condition inherent to existence--or else not of ethical and moral values to be emulated and to be spread everywhere (considering of course, the ambiguity and relativity that the concept of ‘morality’ may have).  No; evil is exclusively inherent to human beings.  Evil is inherent within man’s essence.  Religion is only an excuse to channel such evil.  If there was no religion in the world, there would still be evil; but the reader should make no mistake relating man wickedness with the Original Sin presented by Christianity.  That is a big lie that has served only to enslave men’s minds for a very long time.  Why?  Well, because that is a tenet that refuses to resist the most elemental analysis.

Christians say that we all are born with the Original Sin; a sin that we inherited from our parents Adam and Eve, as a result of their disobedience.  Well, my opinion regarding this issue is as follows:  Before the creation of Adam and Eve, God created the Angels, one of which was called Lucifer, who along with his followers was evicted of heaven because he rebelled against God.  Based on these facts my question is: why was God expecting that much from Adam and Eve (100% obedience) who were simple and imperfect beings, compared to the previous superior Angel creation which had already failed?  Shouldn’t God had had lower expectations for Adam and Eve, and by the same standards be less rigorous and less judgmental towards them, and not to expel them from paradise for their very first mistake?  All of Humankind was condemned for the actions of two prototypical human beings, while on the other hand not all Angels were condemned for the actions of a few Angels. 

It is as if I were a mechanic who builds a motorcycle (the Angels) to travel faster to my destinations; but because I’m not satisfied with the performance of the motorcycle, I then decide to build a bicycle (the man) expecting it to reach a greater speed than the motorcycle--something that is completely absurd in my opinion.    Human beings make mistakes because they are imperfect.  That imperfection is not the result of any action on the part of anyone-- which is then endorsed by everyone else. Human beings are imperfect because such condition is a characteristic of this species.  And who knows? Maybe men and their imperfections contribute somehow, in some way, to the harmonic development (perfection) of the Universe.

But some argue that Adam and Eve were created perfect and that, under that circumstance, they alone are responsible for their disobedience.  So, how can someone perfect do something wrong?  If someone or something that is allegedly perfect fails; the failure is proof that such someone or something was never really perfect in the first place.  And in the case of Adam and Eve, the Bible itself confirms this point.  Let’s remember that after they both ate of the forbidden fruit, the beings who created them said: “And behold, the man is become like one of us, knowing of good and evil:  so now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the Tree of Life, and eat, and live forever” (Genesis 3:22).

This preoccupation that God or the gods show--given the fact that man (through the forbidden fruit) had achieved a knowledge that he previously did not have, and the additional worry that Adam and Eve could eat the fruit from the other tree—the Tree of Life—by which they could also achieve immortality-- this fear that those entities felt about man achieving a great knowledge, and that he could live forever, is proving that obviously the original man lacked those faculties.  Thus, this proves my point: Adam and Eve were created with limited knowledge and they were mortal—that is, they were created imperfect-- at least from their creators’ point of view.

These are just a few of the many reasons that can be built around the Original Sin—reasoning that will show the flimsy arguments with which they have enslaved the minds of millions of people.

From a long time in the past there had been people who had dedicated years of their lives to meditate about God, to interpret his message and to transmit it to the rest of Humankind.  In a fragment of the letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians of Corinth, he describes the essence of love which is the essence of God, or at least what he considered to be a good way to describe God:

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envied not; charity vaunted not itself, is not puffed up,  doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;  rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  bereth all things, believeth all things,  hopeth all things, endureth all things.”   (1-Corinthians  13: 4-7)

Well, the thing is that there were people with a remarkable spiritual inclination and with profound knowledge of the religious subject (even some followers of the Jesus´s message), who considered that the God from the Old Testament did not fit in the description that Jesus and the Apostles made with respect to the “Father”, and that on the other hand it could fit very well the description that Paul made in this letter to the Corinthians of a good and merciful father, quoted here.  Among those who thought along those lines were: Marcion, a Bishop of the old city of Sardis, the capital of Lydia (in the mid of the First Century); the Gnostics (I, II and III Century), the Cathars or Albigensians (beginning of the XIII Century) and Ernest Renan (in the mid of the XIX Century), to mention just four examples.  How did the Church react to those ideas?  Marcion was considered the biggest danger that the primitive Church had ever faced.  Great religious figures like Justine Martyr, Irineus, Tertullian, and Epiphanio, took it onto themselves the task of writing volumes to refute him.  The Gnostics were persecuted and exterminated, and they had to hide their writings to preserve them from destruction, some of which were discovered only in the XX Century in Nag Hammadi, Egypt.  Pope Innocence III ordered an exclusive Crusade against the Cathars/Albigensians to exterminate those (1209) and on top of that he even dedicated a segment of the Fourth Council of Letran (1215), to condemn their postulates.

Ernest Renan (1823-1892) was a French scholar, historian and rationalist from the XIX Century, who in his youth went to the Seminar to become a priest.  At some point as a seminarist he quit the Church because what they were teaching him was in conflict with his common sense.  In spite of his withdrawal from the Church, as a rationalist he wrote several books related to his religious past, like his famous book “Life of Jesus” in which he clearly shows his admiration for this person. However, in some other book “History of the People of Israel” (Volume One), he wrote the following:

“Jehovah is not fair; he shows an irritating partiality towards Israel, a horrible hardness against the other peoples.  He loves Israel and he abhors the rest of the world.  He kills, lies, deceives, and plunders for the benefit of Israel.  And why would that particular god be the creator of Heaven and Earth?”

The works of this scholar man caused great controversy in France.  If he had lived and written those books a few centuries before, he probably would have ended up the same as Miguel Servet and Giordano Bruno.  One may ask why this heterogeneous group of persons, distant one of the other geographically, as well as in their scholarly-religious education and idiosyncrasy, and from their various historical times, had a homogeneous thought when it came to repudiate the God of the Old Testament?  Well, it is due to the many stories that the Bible itself mentions.  For instance, Marcion thought that it was absurd to think that a good God would send two bears to kill forty two children, just because those little ones had committed ‘the sin’ of making fun of the prophet Elisha, calling him ‘bald’ and laughing at him:

“And he went up from there thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up on the way there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him and said onto him: “Go up, thou bald head; go up thou bald head”.  And he turned back and looked at them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord.  And there came forth two she-bears out of the wood and tore forty and two children of them.  And he went from thence to Mount Carmel and from thence he returned to Samaria.” (2 Kings 2: 23-25)

That is Marcion’s contribution.  I will contribute another one:

The Book of Exodus tells that when the Israelites were out of Egypt, they were attacked by a people called Amalek.  The aggressors were defeated.  After the battle Yahweh sentences the extermination of that people (Exodus 17:8-14).  He tells Moses that for that action he would erase the Amalek from the face of the Earth, and would have war with them from generation to generation.  About 40 years went by from that incident, and just when the Israelites where close to enter the promised land, Yahweh tells his people to always keep in their minds the offence perpetrated by the Amalek (Deuteronomy 25: 17-19). 

The Israelites entered to the Promised Land and after almost four hundred years ruled by Judges, Yahweh chooses the first king for his people.  The chosen was Saul.  For now, almost five centuries had gone by since the mentioned incident with the Amalekites.  Nonetheless Yahweh had not forgotten it and so he ordered Saul to go and destroy that people because of the offense committed in the past—almost five centuries earlier.  The order that Saul received was to kill men, women and children and all kinds of animals.   After reading those cases can we blame Marcion, the Gnostics, Cathars or Albigensians, and Renan (and so many others), for thinking the way they did and for rejecting the God of Israel?

There are those who think that the behavior of this “god”, according to the accounts in the Sacred Scriptures, could be compared with the attitudes or actions of one of the worst human beings born to this planet: 

On compassion for the weak, this was Hitler’s opinion:  “Compassion is an eternal sin.  To feel compassion for the weak is treason against Nature.”  Adolf Hitler

On compassion for the weak, this was the statement from Yahweh:

“Thus saith the Lord of the hosts: I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt.  Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not—but slay both, man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass”  

Such were the orders that Yahweh gave to Saul.  -   (1-Samuel 15:2-3)

I cannot blame those who reject the god of the Israelites for acting that way.  I have to confess that not only do I agree with them, but I think that there is abundant evidence that is backing such criterion.  It is on these evidences that the journey of this book is developed.

“For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:13-14) 


PROLOGUE

In the fortunately long gone past, David Canga would had been taken to the stake and no part of him would have survived, because in those days daring to denounce Yahweh—or Jehovah like they used to called him—was considered an unforgettable blasphemy.  But David Canga dared to do it, and one is amazed to consider how so many eminent Theologians and scholars did not dare to pass judgment along this subject for so many centuries in a rational way, on the injustices, lies and barbarian acts that we read in the Old Testament—and particularly in the pages of the Pentateuch—that this “divine” character practiced.

I think that we have to look at the reason for this very long silence in the fear that from very early times the Christian Church instilled in the minds and bodies of all of those who would dare to question the book that allegedly contained the “word of God”.  This fear caused that very illustrious minds would be forced to practice ‘juggling’ exercises to defend that which was indefensible.  But—since two and two are always four, even if the authorities tell us that the result is five—the misdeeds of Yahweh, his ill temper, his revenges and injustices, his discriminations towards the other nations, and his explosions of anger, do not qualify him to be the Creator God of the Universe.  And not only that, but he doesn’t even deserve to be called a benign being, because he lied to his people cunningly regarding the protection that he promised them for future times, for we have seen that the Jews are the most beaten-up people in History.

One feels truly sorry when we contemplate the famous scenarios of the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem where a few fanatics dressing in black, in mourning, with black hats and black suits, holding their Torah in their hands, move their heads besides some stones, and all of that to request their deceiver to comeback!!!  

Like the author of the book describes so well somewhere in the book, whenever Jesus Christ—the person who Christianity uses to cover the great black hole that the lord of Paradise left in the Old Testament— wanted to refer to God, he never talks about Yahweh, neither he calls it by that name, but he only uses the expression “my Father”.  The revenges and angers of Yahweh do not conform to the Doctrine of forgiveness and love of Jesus of Nazareth.     

David Canga has taken on his own the very hard work of scrutinizing the Old Testament verse by verse, especially the Pentateuch, in order to make it evident for the reader the true personality of the cunning Yahweh.  The results of such a minute research, is a being very similar to the Serpent with whom he falsely argued—because both were engaged in deceiving Adam and Eve, struggling between them to see who would be the one to submit them under their power.

The language of Paradise is—mythic language, but it is a great indicator of what would really happen many years later. Yahweh was the winner in the argument with the Serpent, and for forty centuries he has revealed his true nature when he has dedicated to subject his chosen people to sufferings of all kind.  It is him who has “inspired” the authorities from many countries to expel them out, to offer them as holocausts, and so that in the present days they have to live under the threat of the Atomic Bomb.  Because Yahweh—just as the reptile called the “Prince of this World” by Jesus—enjoys the suffering of the human beings, and that is the profound explanation of the horrifying Human History and of so much suffering through the centuries.  It is for this reason that society has to be thankful to David Canga, for having taken the very difficult task of unmasking a false god, who for many centuries has deceived so many millions of men.

Salvador Freixedo


CHAPTER V: A GOD WHO WAS NO GOD, SOME GODS WHO WERE NOT GODS

“After the royalty descended from the sky, royalty settled up in Eridug (Eridu). In Eridug Alulim became King, and he ruled for 28.800 years”

Sumerian tablet (Royal list)

“Antiquity has left us written testimony of many strange apparitions in the heavens; barbed comets with long hairs, torches, columns, spears, mirrors, battles in the clouds, dragons, moons and double suns and other things”  

Ambroise Paré   

Monsters and prodiges

“And it came to pass that through the whole city of Jerusalem for the space of forty days, there were seen horsemen running in the air in gilded raiment, and armed with spears, like bands of soldiers. And horses set in order by ranks, running one against another, with the shaking of shields, and multitude of men in helmets with drawn swords, and casting of darts, and glittering of golden armors, and of harnesses of all sorts”


(2-Machabees 5:1-3 Visions of an army in the air) 
 


Pliny the Elder was a very cultivated man who lived in Rome in the First Century of our Era. He probably was born in the year 23 or 24, in Como, as part of a very affluent family. He made several trips and given his great curiosity he registered a great number of his observations, legends and descriptions in his thirty seven books of his NATURALIS HISTORIA (Natural History), which was a true Encyclopedia of Antiquity.  Among the abundant data registered by him there are several that refer to the accounts of the sightings of strange flying machines; so much so that in his work Plinio not just mentioned those stories but he even attempted a possible classification of them.  Plinius was not the first to hear the accounts of “strange flaying ships”.  The mythologies of the primitive peoples are full of these legends in which they divinized the strange beings that arrived from the ends of heaven. A reference to out of space is a constant in those stories. But it is even more surprising the fact that those accounts in which they mentioned air ships or vehicles, are so frequent.                          

Great Enigmas of Humankind


Encyclopedia ‘Grupo Océano’        
 


“We shall continue to see with amazement those luminous discs that were already so familiar in the nights of the Bible, and we shall continue denying its existence even thought their crews sit down to have lunch with us, just like it happened so many times in the past, because we are the most provincial, reactionary and backward planet in the Universe”   

Gabriel García Márquez

Nobel Award of Literature


Analysis of the sources

In “Yahweh Unmasked” we have been focusing mostly in the Bible as our source of information, in order to make our analysis--and that made sense because the central issue was the biblical god.  In this book however, we shall still focus on the biblical god, but this time we shall not just use the Bible as our source, but we’ll also use the Bible and extra-biblical sources, at the same time. 

The Bible consists of the Old Testament and the New Testament, so these will be the base for our study.  So, we may ask: what is the origin of those texts?  Most of the Jewish Law or Mosaic Law is found in the first five books of the Old Testament.  According to the Bible or the tradition it was Moses the one who wrote those five books, also known as “The Pentateuch”. 

“And Moses was there with Yahweh for forty days and forty nights. He did not eat bread nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the Covenant, the Ten Commandments”.  (Exodus 34: 28)

“And keep the precepts of Yahweh thy  God, to walk in his way, to keep his statutes, and his commandments and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself”  (1 –Kings 2: 3-4)

Christianity was born from Judaism.  In Judaism they have the Torah or Law. The Torah consists of the five books of the Pentateuch which consists of the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  The other books found in the Bible were separated or were classified into three groups: the Seven Prophetic books (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel); the Books of the Lesser Prophets: (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi); and the books of the Scriptures (the Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah and Chronicles 1 and 2).  This entire compound is called Tanakh by the Hebrews or Hebrew Sacred Scriptures. 

But the Orthodox Jews hold that besides this written tradition that is the Tanakh, there is also the oral tradition (by no means less important) that has been passed through the generations, from fathers to sons, which is helpful to clarify and interpret the ambiguities or doubts that may show up in order to achieve a correct interpretation of the ordinances from the Tanakh. This oral tradition was written for the first time in the III Century by Rabbi Judah Hanasi.

The interpretative commentary of the Law was called the MISHNAH and it was subjected to debate by the scholars of the Jewish communities in Israel and Babylon.  As a result of these debates and arguments, new books with commentaries were written, and they were named the GUEMARAH.   The compilation of the Mishnah and the Guemarah is what today is known as the Talmud.  Most of the Orthodox Jews and the non orthodox ones today use the Talmud as the main source of study and consulting.  It should be mentioned  here that there are also a group of books named the MIDRASH that are compilations of the interpretations that prominent scholarly Rabbis made concerning the accounts written in the Tanakh.  Those Midrash are considered historical legends by some, while others consider them extractions of the true sense of the passages in the Hebrew Sacred Scriptures. 

In spite of the defenders of the thesis that Moses was the author of the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures, today there exists some form of a consensus, among most of the scholars, who consider that based in the study of the characteristics of the language utilized, the historical situations,  the subjects included, and the contradictions found in the Scriptures, they have concluded that the Torah is the result of a compilation made in Israel, during the times when the Jews were back from their exile in Babylon, under the rule of Ezra and Nehemiah.  This compilation, of which the older written fragments are thought to go back to the VII Century BC--was made beginning from four particular sources: 1) the Yahwehist sources and 2) the Elohimist ones, which would come from the legacy of the Solomonic kingdoms of Judah and Israel. 3) The priests’ source—which corresponds with a compilation of the scribes of King Hezekiah; and finally the Deuteronomy and other fragments that had been written by the scribes of King Josiah. 

The Christian Bible did not exist as such until the times of Jesus; what they had in those days were the Sacred Hebrew Scriptures that were preserved in scrolls.  Jesus and his Apostles preached their teachings starting from the scrolls of the sacred Hebrew texts. Let us remember that biblical passage that refers to this situation: 

“And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as he used to do, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And there it was delivered unto him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah; and when he had opened the scroll, he found the place where it was written…” (Luke 4: 16-17)                                                                             

In the II Century before Christ the sacred Hebrew Scriptures started to be corrected by a group of scholars known as the Masorites, who would do marginal notes of the texts, or else they would add vocals, or include explanations or criticisms to the passages. Those are the Masoretic texts. In the III Century the Tanakh was translated into Greek, which was the language used by the Jewish communities who inhabited the Greek cities of the Mediterranean, like the Egyptian city of Alexandria. The resultant translation was eventually known as the SEPTUAGINT, because there were seventy translators working in that translation.  In the SEPTUAGINT there are texts included that-–because they were more recent--were not part of the originals in the Hebrew language. Those additional texts were later on known as the Deuterocanonical books.

The New Testament writers used for their purposes this Septuagint version, which included the Deuterocanonical books; even Jesus was using that version.  However, at the end of the first century of the Christian era, a group of orthodox Jews called for an Assembly in the city of Jamnia, in Palestine. They were seeking to distance themselves from the Christians and one way to do that was by working on a different Canon from the one that was used by this new sect, which was causing so many troubles to them.  So they agreed in choosing those books that had certain requirements, and therefore they had to: 1) be in accordance to the Mosaic Law; 2) they had to have been written in Palestine and in the Hebrew language, and even before the death of Ezra, who-–according to the Hebrews--sanctioned, by Divine commandment, the list of the Canonic books of the Old Testament.  Due to the fact that those books –probably written between 150 BC and 100 AD (that is 2 centuries after the death of Ezra) did not meet the established requirements, they were separated from the others.  And as a result they excluded the books called Deuterocanonic (Tobit, Judith, Maccabees 1 and 2, Ecclesiastes, Wisdom and Baruch).

This is a small summary of the origin of the Hebrew sacred texts which we should know, because we must not forget that Christianity is a first cousin of Judaism.

So here we find ourselves placed around the II Century AD.  Up to now we have seen the Jewish canons of Alexandria and Jamnia and we also have the writings of the accounts of the teachings of Jesus (who had been gone for almost 170 years, now) which were written by some of the people closer to him, or by people who were close to those that used to know Jesus.  There were many texts circulating at the time, but at that point there was not a list of the writings that were considered valid or sacred, and of those that were not so. The list of the sacred texts that would be done later on would be then named the Biblical Canon.

The first translation of the Bible into Latin was made by Saint Jerome (c. 345-419), a biblical scholar, Doctor and Father of the Church, and it was named “Vulgate” (year 383 AD).  In those days Latin was the common language used in the Mediterranean world.  At the beginning, St Jerome translated from the Hebrew text of the Canon of Palestine--that is why that Bible did not have the Deuterocanonical books.  That created a polemic among the Christians in those days, so in defense of this translation St Jerome wrote a letter: "Ad Pachmmachium de optimo genere interpretandi", which was the first treatise about the science of translating and for this he is considered the Father of this discipline. In that letter he explains, among other things, why he considered that it is better to translate directly from the Hebrew.  The Church eventually accepted his translation but with the inclusion of the Deuterocanonic books in it; that is why the Vulgate Bible also includes the Deuterocanonic books.

The most valuable versions of the Hebrew Bible are the Greek translations.  In some cases, the Greek versions present a superior material to that of the Hebrew one, because they are based in more ancient Hebrew texts than those which have come to us today.  Many Greek manuscripts are far older than the entire Hebrew Bible manuscripts, and those were included in copies of the complete Christian Bible that date from the centuries IV and V AD.  The most important manuscripts of this type are the CODEX VATICANUS (which is preserved in the Vatican Library), the CODEX SINAITICUS and the CODEX ALEJANDRINUS (which are preserved in the British Museum).

The first steps taken by the clergy, for the separation of the books which they considered sacred, were taken during the Nicene Council, in the year 325 AD, during which they separated the Canonic Gospels from the so called Apocryphal Gospels. From about some fifty manuscript--that up to that moment were circulating around--they chose only 4, and they rejected all the others. 

This action was confirmed during the Council of Laodicea in the year 363 AD.  But it is in the year 1546, during the Council of Trento, that in their fourth session of April 8th of that year--when they definitely established the Canonic Books and the Apocryphal ones. It was excluded from the Vulgate, three out of ten that had been added to it: the third and fourth books of Ezra and the Prayer of MANASSEH.  But we must ask: Which was the criterion used to separate some of the books from the others?  How did they determined which books were inspired (Canonic) and which of them were not (apocryphal)?

From starters, the reader should know that the gospels that have been acknowledged as apocryphal are as older as--or maybe even more ancient tha--those that are part of the Bible today; and those books were in their day respected and highly regarded and trusted,--even preferred—by the earlier Fathers of the Church, as were the others.  In fact, the Word “apocryphal” means “of extreme importance”, and they were considered of great importance because they were only read by the clergy and were not exposed to the people. 

That happened because in those writings you can find things that contradicted the precepts of the Christian dogma.  For instance in the case of St Justin, one can only find in his writings, quotes from the Apocryphal gospels--from St Justine to Clement of Alexandria, the Church doctors were using the authority of the Apocryphal gospels.

The ex Jesuit priest Salvador Freixedo comments about these: “Of course today is very easy to say that all those books were “apocryphal” and therefore not inspired by God; but it just so happens that some of those ‘apocryphal’ books are quoted as the Word of God, in the New Testament, and it is obvious that the Apostles knew them perfectly well, and so they allowed their influence to show in their Epistles and Gospels, in not less than fifteen passages.  About some of them one can say, in all honesty, that they were “extracted from the Bible 1.700 years after they had been writings considered by many generations as truly inspired”
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