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Introduction




Note: This book is not a travel guide to
South Africa.

 


This book gives facts and advice for
visiting South Africa.

 


This book contains 69 important facts and
tips that will help you save money, avoid common tourist scams,
stay safe and maximize your African adventure.

 


The book is written for all travelers,
backpacking or luxury tour travel, and gives you the most common
scenarios you will encounter in South Africa, as well as
requirements for visas and local laws you should know to keep you
out of jail.

 


Visiting South Africa is one of the most
wonderful things one can do, let me help you prepare for your
adventure.

 


Disclaimer

Although the advice in the book is from my
own experience as well as known facts, I do not guarantee that
nothing will happen on your trip if you follow my advice, nor that
you will have exactly the same results as I had. Visiting South
Africa is an adventure, just go with the flow. Although prices were
right at the time of writing, governments have the right to change
their visa fees and visa length without notice.
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Chapter 1: Visas

 1: To enter South Africa, you
need a passport that is valid for at least six months with at least
one free page left in your passport (excluding visa page). If your
country is not one of the visa exempt countries, you will need a
visa for South Africa, which you need to obtain by appearing in
person at a South African mission or consulate nearest to you (new
law instituted on 10 May 2015). See countries
exempt from SA Visas, for more information. Tourists on
the exempt list may stay up to 90 days. Visa applications normally
take up to 10 days, and cost around SAR1500, depending on your
local consular fee. A visa can be extended once in South Africa,
but processing is long and normally takes from 30 to 40 days. It is
suggested you apply for an extension 60 days before your current
visa is to expire.

2: If
arriving by air, you need a valid onwards or return
flight ticket to enter South Africa, even if you have a visa.
If you do not have a return or onwards flight ticket, you will be
required to purchase one on the airport before you are allowed
through customs. However, you may be denied boarding your flight to
South Africa if you do not have an onwards or return ticket.

3: You need
to have or be able to proof sufficient funds to pay for your stay
as well as a hotel booking or a letter of accommodation from a
sponsor (South African resident) with proof of address from your
sponsor (copy of utility bill in sponsor’s name).

4: If
arriving from the yellow fever belt of Africa or South America, you
need a Yellow fever certificate. See health chapter for more
information on vaccinations.

5: If you
bring in more than SAR25 000 or foreign currency exceeding $10 000,
you must declare it.

6: You are
allowed to bring in items up to the value of SAR5000. If you have
items, which are in excess of SAR5000, even if not gifts, then you
have to declare them. This includes cameras, laptops and jewelry.
You may be given a temporary import and export permit stating the
items you are bringing in. You have to have the items with you when
you leave South Africa, or may need to pay a 20% import custom’s
charge. You may also be required to pay a 20% customs deposit in
cash when you enter South Africa that you will receive back when
you leave South Africa. Note, you need to notify the customs two
days in advance before your departure to have the funds ready, and
if you leave from a different port or airport than you entered, the
request will be passed on to your initial entry point. In this
case, a check will be sent to you by post, but may take six weeks.
A handling fee of 10% may also be charged.
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