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Astrid, Dagdag and Revna’s eldest daughter, was a woman now. And not only that, but a mighty sorceress whose power could lend its might to the Bear clan, just as Ohana had always hoped, much to Dagdag’s irritation. For Astrid was Dagdag’s favorite child and thus, Dagdag was loath marry her off.

But they needed the alliance. The Deer people, despite their gentle name, were a formidable people who held the corner of the Great Forest with the most abundant deer. They had held those sacred lands since the beginning of time, having been chosen by the gods themselves to guard them. So it was that every chieftess in the Great Forest respected the Deer clan and would not invade them by force.

No. The only way to secure access to those hunting grounds without stirring the wrath of the gods was marriage, and Astrid was the most beautiful flower in the Great Forest.

Ohana was determined to see it happen before she passed on to the Endless Fields. It was the final piece of her forest chiefdom, her legacy.

For Ohana, in her winter years, had stepped down from her chiefdom, leaving her throne of rock to Dagdag, and was now Dagdag’s advisor in all things war. 

Of course, Ohana’s other warrior children did not take this lightly. Dagdag was challenged on all sides by her masculine sisters, who thought they would make better rulers over the Great Forest, and Dagdag was shocked to sorrow when even Idunn stepped up to challenge her. But all fought Dagdag and all of them fell. 

Varg, now an old woman with silver hair, told Dagdag that her mother would be proud. Dagdag replied that Varg was her mother, not this Tara whom she had never known, never would know. To her surprise, Varg seemed hurt by the dismissal of her exiled sister, but the old woman did not argue, instead returning to her coveted place on Ohana’s knee. 

Ohana was proud of Dagdag and had never dreamed that her child with the Exile could prove so formidable. She was sorry to see the death of Idunn, and a grand funeral pyre was built for the girl, but Ohana would be a liar if she pretended Dagdag were not her favorite child.
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