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Football Wonderkids: Luis Díaz

From a Small Town to Football’s Biggest Nights

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A New Beginning Under the Allianz Lights

The sky above the Allianz Arena glowed in deep red as thousands of Bayern Munich fans lifted their scarves, creating a river of color that waved through the stadium. On this night, something felt different — a spark of anticipation, a whisper of magic drifting through the cool Bavarian air. The spotlight hit the tunnel, and out stepped Luis Díaz, the electrifying winger from Colombia whose journey from the warm streets of Barrancas had carried him all the way to Germany’s biggest stage. Cameras flashed. Fans roared. Children leaned forward in their seats as Luis touched the grass, closed his eyes for a heartbeat, and breathed in the moment. This was more than a debut. It was the beginning of a new chapter — perhaps the most important of his career.

A City Meets Its New Star

As he dribbled his first warm-up touches, the stadium hummed with excitement. His pace was immediate, sharp, impossible to ignore. Bayern supporters had watched him shine in Portugal, fly down the wings at Anfield, and dazzle defenders across Europe. But seeing him now, in red and white, felt unreal. His teammates welcomed him like family, slapping his back, giving thumbs-up, whispering encouragement. Thomas Müller joked in his direction, making him smile. Jamal Musiala nodded with respect. The chemistry was forming instantly, even before kickoff. When the referee lifted the whistle, Luis felt the weight of millions watching — in Germany, in Colombia, across the football world. But inside, he felt only one thing: joy. Joy for the game, joy for the moment, and joy for the journey that started in a small Colombian town and now unfolded on one of the biggest stages in football.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Where the Journey Begins

Luis Fernando Díaz Marulanda was born on January 13, 1997, in Barrancas, a small town in northern Colombia where the sun rises early, the streets buzz with music, and football is part of everyday life. Barrancas was not a place of luxury. Many families worked hard to make ends meet, including Luis’s own. But what the town lacked in wealth, it made up for in heart. Children played barefoot on dusty fields, kicking worn-out balls, inventing games, and dreaming without limits. Luis was one of them — a skinny kid with bright eyes, endless energy, and a smile that could outshine the scorching Caribbean sun. He grew up in the Indigenous Wayuu community, surrounded by traditions, colors, and stories passed through generations. His grandparents told tales by candlelight, his parents encouraged him to stay kind and humble, and his friends challenged him in every game they played. It was a simple life, but one full of warmth. And it was here, on these uneven fields and crowded streets, that Luis discovered the joy that would eventually carry him across the world.

A Childhood Built on Creativity

Because proper football pitches were rare, Luis and his friends created their own. They used rocks as goalposts, drew lines with sticks, and played until the daylight disappeared. The ground was rough, the air thick with heat, and the ball bounced unpredictably on the sandy surface. Yet it was in this chaos that Luis developed the skills that would one day make him unstoppable. His dribbling came from dodging pebbles and slipping past older boys twice his size. His balance came from running on uneven dirt. His speed came from racing friends through alleys and across fields. When he played, everything around him faded — no noise, no worries, only football and freedom. Neighbors often paused to watch him, whispering to each other about the boy with the magical feet. His mother said he returned home every night covered in dust, smiling so wide it looked as if he had won a trophy. His father, a former amateur player, recognized the spark immediately and encouraged him, saying, “Play with joy, Luis, and the game will take you far.” Luis carried those words in his heart long before he understood their meaning.

Lessons in Hardship and Heart

Life in Barrancas was not always easy. Opportunities were limited, and many children had to choose work over dreams. Luis saw the challenges around him and understood early that progress required resilience. His family worked tirelessly, but they always supported his love for the game. When he needed a pair of boots, his father helped repair old ones. When he needed encouragement, his mother reminded him that effort mattered more than talent. When he felt small or unsure, his grandparents told him stories of strong Wayuu warriors who faced adversity with bravery. Luis listened closely, letting those stories shape him. They taught him that strength does not come from muscles, but from spirit. That belief stayed with him throughout his life, guiding him through tough seasons, injuries, doubts, and expectations. Every time he struggled, he remembered the resilience of his people and the lessons from his childhood: stay humble, work hard, lift others up, and never forget where you came from.
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