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There are fixed points throughout time where things
must stay exactly the way they are.

 


This is not one of them, this is an opportunity.

Whatever happens here will create its own timeline,
its own reality, a temporal tipping point.

 


The future revolves around you, here, now, so do
good!

 


-Chris Chibnall


 


This book is dedicated to all the fans who have made
Doctor Who possible, for without you, there would be no
show; therefore, no books.


 


[image: tmp_abf512e125381824b36ea37fcfc68be0_4XqENs_html_10307a59.jpg]


 


Table of Contents

 


Introduction

Classic
Doctor Who (1963-1989)

Modern
Doctor Who (2005-Present)

 


The Zeitgeist

 


Before You Watch

Get
to Know Your #TeamTARDIS

Enemies to Watch For

New
Accessories

How/Where
to Binge

 


Episode Guide

11.1 The Woman
Who Fell to Earth

11.2 The Ghost
Monument

11.3
Rosa

11.4 Arachnids
in the UK

11.5 The
Tsuranga Conundrum

11.6 Demons of
the Punjab

11.7
Kerblam!

11.8 The
Witchfinders

11.9 It Takes
You Away

11.10 The
Battle of Ranskoor Av Kolos

11.11 New Year’s Special:
Revolution

 


If You Only Watch One
Episode

 


After You’ve Watched

The #NotMyDoctor Movement

Early Discussion of Series
12

What I’d
Like to See

What We
Know

Rumors

 


Interviews

Wendy
Abrahams (Jodie Whittaker Impressionist)

Beth Axford
(The Time Ladies)

Christian
Basel (The Legend of the Traveling TARDIS Radio
Show)

Will Brooks
(Doctor Who Cover designer)

Ken Deep from
L.I. Who

Stephen
Hatcher from Whooverville Interview

Krystal
Moore (The Doctor—Doctor Velocity)

David
Solomons (Doctor Who: The Secret in Vault 13)

Alisa Stern
(Doctor Puppet)

 


Appendices

Appendix A
Doctor Who Annuals

Appendix B
13th Doctor Novels

Appendix C
13th Doctor Comics (Titan Comics)

Appendix D
13th Doctor Video Games

Appendix E
Doctor Who Magazine

Appendix F
Doctor Who Conventions

Appendix G
Doctor Who Immersive Adventures

 


Acknowledgments

 


End
Notes

 


About the Author


Introduction




Don’t be scared. All of this is new to you, and new
can be scary. Now we all want answers. Stick with me—you might get
some.

- 13th Doctor

 


Doctor Who has an impeccable ability to change
people’s worlds. Whether they’re fans of the show or involved in
its production, it has touched so many people in so many ways. I
was a young child when my dad first introduced me to The Doctor,
back when Peter Davison was behind the iconic role. It was being
broadcast on our local PBS station at the time, and my parents
still owned one of those really old televisions that had six
channels max. Honestly, I can’t remember why I loved the fifth
incarnation of The Doctor as much as I did, but perhaps it was
simply because he was my first Doctor.

The thing that any long-time fan of the show will
tell you is that you’ll always remember your first. First
impressions are important after all, which is why when a new actor
steps into those shoes it’s kind of a big deal.

When it was announced in 2017 that the next actor to
take the reins of The Doctor’s big blue police box (the TARDIS or
Time and Relative Dimension in Space, for those in the know) would
be revealed after the Wimbledon Men’s Final, I found myself eagerly
waiting for the match to end. The Sun, a UK newspaper, had
previously reported an alleged leak stating that British actor Kris
Marshall was going to be the new Doctor Who, and that he had
already started filming. Whether this was meant to be a misdirect
or just false information however, lives were about to be
changed.

On July 16, 2017, Doctor Who fans around the
world were treated to a minute-long reveal trailer. This was
something that had never been done before! Normally, a new Doctor
would be introduced to the fandom through an interview, or simply a
previously recorded hello from the actor. But this time was
special. This time fans got to experience a scene exclusively with
the new owner of the TARDIS.

If you’re new to Doctor Who or didn’t get the
chance to experience it, picture this: You are transported to a
scene in the middle of a forest. The sun is out, the birds are
singing, and the camera pans to the back of our new Doctor. They’re
walking through the foliage in a long gray wool trench coat, in
search of the TARDIS. The music is suspenseful, if not a little bit
creepy, composed by Segun Akinola. As the camera closes in on The
Doctor’s dark brown boots, they step on a large stick snapping it
in the process.

The Doctor stops.

You can hear the distinct whooshing sound of the
TARDIS in the background as it begins to materialize. The camera
switches now, focusing in on The Doctor’s right hand. It’s a young
hand, perhaps nervous due to the nails being worn down. As the hand
opens to take possession of the key to the TARDIS, another
surprise. It appears to be feminine. Once more the angle changes,
focusing on the face hidden beneath the cloak’s dark hood.

And as The Doctor pulls back the cowl, a woman
smiles back at the audience as her TARDIS materializes in front of
her. The credits reveal the 13th Doctor to be none other than Jodie
Whittaker.

So, why was that minute-long reveal trailer so
significant? Doctor Who fans that day witnessed something
that had never been done before in the show’s 50 plus year history!
The lead role of The Doctor, who had been up to this point only
ever been portrayed by a man, was for the first time, going to be
interpreted by a woman.

When Chris Chibnall, the new showrunner of Doctor
Who, was interviewed about his decision to cast a female
Doctor, he said: “I always knew I wanted the 13th Doctor to be a
woman and we’re thrilled to have secured our number one choice. Her
audition for The Doctor simply blew us all away. Jodie is an
in-demand, funny, inspiring, super-smart force of nature and will
bring loads of wit, strength and warmth to the role. The 13th
Doctor is on her way.”

Christel Dee and Luke Spillane, from The Doctor
Who: Fan Show, filmed their live reactions to the reveal of the
new Doctor.

“For me as a girl, like, this is something I never
thought would be possible… ever. I always, always, ruled it out,”
said Christel.

“Doctor Who is at its best when it actually
makes big, bold changes. And this will be marked in its 50 plus
years as one of the three or four changes they have made. The
first, being the concept of regeneration. This is huge,” said
Luke.

When interviewed by BBC Worldwide, Charlotte Moore,
Director of BBC Content, agreed: “Making history is what Doctor
Who is all about and Chris Chibnall’s bold new take on the next
Time Lord is exactly that. The nation is going to fall in love with
Jodie Whittaker—and have lots of fun, too!”

Even Peter Capaldi, who at the time was playing the
12th incarnation of Doctor Who, had wonderful things to say
about Jodie Whittaker’s casting: “Anyone who has seen Jodie
Whittaker’s work will know that she is a wonderful actress of great
individuality and charm. She has above all the huge heart to play
this most special part. She’s going to be a fantastic Doctor.”

 


* * *

 


In just one day, Jodie Whittaker’s Doctor reveal had
been viewed over 16 million times on BBC social media channels.
Piers Wenger, Controller of BBC Drama, stated in a BBC press
release: “To see the overwhelmingly positive response to the news
that Jodie Whittaker will star as the 13th Doctor and know that the
reveal has had over 16 million views online so far, is just
phenomenal. It’s exhilarating to see Doctor Who engaging
with people on so many different levels and I cannot wait for the
audience to see her in action on BBC One this Christmas.”

To be honest, I wasn’t 100% on board with a female
Doctor at first. I was familiar with Jodie Whittaker through the
series Broadchurch, which Chris Chibnall wrote and had won
awards for, and her portrayal of Beth was extraordinary; it wasn’t
her personally that I had a problem with. The Doctor had always
been portrayed by male actors, that’s what I had grown up with. My
problem was that I didn’t want to accept change, which is so ironic
because that’s really what Doctor Who is all
about—change.

After sleeping on it for 24 hours, I got to thinking
about the idea of a female Doctor. Why can’t we have a Doctor
that’s female? Doctors can be female too, after all, and I
absolutely adore Michelle Gomez’s performance as Missy, an
antagonist in the previous season. I also love cosplaying as
The Doctor, and realized having The Doctor be female, would make my
cosplays more canon! That was when I truly started getting excited
about Jodie Whittaker’s casting.

This past May I had the opportunity to sign books at
Motor City Comic Con, a convention in Novi, Michigan. I met some
fantastic Doctor Who fans, and some of them admitted to me
that Jodie was already their favorite Doctor. I was thrilled! I
hadn’t heard anyone say that yet. For a new doctor to already be
that beloved further proved to me that the 13th Doctor was going to
be in good hands.

Truthfully, I didn’t need other fans to convince me.
I only had to look at the ratings. The first episode of her series,
for example, drew the biggest launch viewing figures in 10 years.
According to overnight ratings, an average of 8.2 million tuned in
to watch, with a peak of nine million and an audience share of
40.1%. As the ninth incarnation would say, that’s fantastic!

 


* * *

 


Riverdale Avenue Books has set out to do something
that had never been done before in the publishing industry for
Doctor Who, and that is a series of nonfiction books that
will have a continuity and be a dependable brand, which readers
both new and old will be able to turn to for all things Doctor
Who. Think of these books like a compendium. You will get tips
on what to look for if you’re deciding to watch the show for the
first time. Maybe your friend is really into Doctor Who, and
you want to find out what all the wibbly-wobbly timey-wimey stuff
is all about. Maybe you’ve watched the show previously, but for
whatever reason haven’t been able to watch the 13th Doctor yet. Or
maybe you’ve already watched Jodie’s episodes before and are
getting ready to binge watch the season again before Series 12 and
are looking for anything you might have missed.

The plan is also to bring you content that has never
been released, like exclusive interviews with people who contribute
towards making Doctor Who, people who have drawn for The
Doctor Who comics, written Doctor Who novels, worked
for The Doctor Who Magazine, been part of their Time Team,
and those who have dedicated their time towards running Doctor
Who conventions worldwide.

What’s more is that this book could not be happening
at a more exciting time. This is a time where we are witnessing
women demanding equal pay and opportunities that were once only
promised to men. Women are becoming more dominant in the world
where pop culture once presented women as submissive, unable to
make their own decisions, and their property/worth belonging solely
to men. It could be argued this change in pop culture began when
Kate Mulgrew was cast as the first female captain in Star
Trek. We have also recently seen in comics where Captain
America has become a woman, and now, our own Doctor Who. It
is our honor to be able to contribute to this very place and time
in pop culture. Which leads to another question. How do I fit into
all of this?

 


* * *

 


In the late eighties, my local area went through
what I’ll call, “the dark ages.” This meant Doctor Who
wasn’t being broadcast on television anymore and there wasn’t
anything new being made except for books from Target, Telos and
Virgin, alongside some comics from Marvel and IDW.

By the time the revival of Doctor Who started
in 2005, I had pretty much forgotten about The Doctor and his blue
box. The Lord of the Rings had consumed my life with its
books, movies, conventions, cosplay, collectibles, and more. In
fact, it wasn’t until about a decade later that I discovered my
favorite show growing up had actually returned. And that was
ironically also when I first started writing my young adult fantasy
series, The Rite of Wands.

The Rite of Wands is about Mierta McKinnon, a
12-year-old wizard who has not yet gained his powers. He decides to
undertake a ritual similar to the Christmas Carol, called The
Rite of Wands, which shows him a vision of his past, present,
and future. In his future, he sees something terrible happen to him
and his family, so he decides to alter history so that event never
happens.

Doctor Who Online, one of the first places I
started networking with, endorsed my book, stating it was a
“perfect mesh of Doctor Who and Harry Potter.” That
is when I started to realize that science fiction readers could
find my fantasy novel just as appealing as fantasy readers, and
maybe I needed to further re-evaluate my target audience decisions.
Turns out, Doctor Who fans worldwide loved the book and
practically made it a hit overnight. And that became further
verified when I was able to hire Chris Walker-Thomson, who did an
audio this year with Tom Baker for Big Finish Productions
(Doctor Who Comic Strip Adaptations: The Star Beast), to
narrate my book.

One of the inspirations behind The Rite of
Wands, which helped open doors to new networking opportunities
for me that I don’t take for granted for one minute, is the fact I
wrote the main character of the series for actor Matt Smith, who
played the 11th incarnation of The Doctor. That would never have
happened had I not gotten back into Doctor Who, nor would I
have had the fantastic opportunity to meet him briefly at Wizard
World Chicago back in 2013, shortly before his departure from the
show. It was the same convention, though a different year, where I
met another author who represented the publisher with whom I would
later sign a multi-book publishing contract.

Fast forward to 2017, I designed a wand for my
series, which I honestly only meant to have as something cool to
remember my series by and contacted the amazing Magical Alley to
hand craft it for me. Coincidentally, around the same time it was
going to be delivered, Matt Smith was scheduled to appear at Wizard
World Cleveland which was near my parents’ home. I decided to take
a risk and brought it to Wizard World for Matt to sign. At the time
he had no idea that The Rite of Wands even existed, and due
to the limitations of comic con, I didn’t have the opportunity to
tell him, but he absolutely loved the wand and took the opportunity
himself to swing it around and pretend to cast a spell on me.
Later, I would learn that he had actually been originally cast to
play Merlin in BBC’s Merlin, but decided to go with
Doctor Who instead.

A few months later, I learned he was going to be a
guest at Fan Expo Canada, which is about a four-hour commute from
my home. I decided to bring a copy of The Rite of Wands with
me, as well as a letter telling him all about how he inspired my
protagonist, because I knew I would have the same limitations as I
did at Wizard World. Being that he isn’t on social media, I knew
staying in touch with him would be near impossible, but to my
delight shortly afterwards his mother started following me on
Twitter and has been one my biggest supporters.

Since then I have become an in-demand host and
speaker for conventions in the United States such as Wizard World,
Imaginarium LLC, Rochester Writers’ Conference, Imaginarium
Convention, Gallifrey One, Cleveland ConCoction, and MarCon. These
conventions have helped me network and make friends with people who
are connected with the actual show as well as Big Finish
Productions. I can’t picture what my life might be like had I not
had Doctor Who as part of it, and it’s through these
connections that I envision bringing you all the insights and
behind the scenes information about Doctor Who you could ask
for!


 


CLASSIC DOCTOR WHO (1963-1989)




 William
Hartnell

First Doctor

Born: January 8, 1908

Died: April 23, 1975

First Appearance: November 23, 1963; age 55

Final Episode: October 29, 1966; age 58

 


Patrick Troughton

Second Doctor

Born: March 25, 1920

Died: March 28, 1987

First Appearance: October 29, 1966; age 46

Final Episode: June 21, 1969; age 49

 


Jon Pertwee

Third Doctor

Born: July 7, 1919

Died: May 20, 1996

First Appearance: January 3, 1970; age 50

Final Episode: June 8, 1974; age 55

 


Tom Baker

Fourth Doctor

Born: January 20, 1934

First Appearance: June 8, 1974; age 40

Final Episode: March 21, 1981; age 47

 


Peter Davison

Fifth Doctor

Born: April 13, 1951

First Appearance: March 21, 1981; age 29

Final Episode: March 16, 1984; age 32

 


Colin Baker

Sixth Doctor

Born: June 8, 1943

First Appearance: March 16, 1984; age 40

Final Episode: December 6, 1986; age 43

 


Sylvester McCoy

Seventh Doctor

Born: August 20, 1943

First Appearance: September 7, 1987; age 44

Final Episode: December 6, 1989; age 46

 


Paul McGann

Eighth Doctor

Born: November 14, 1959

Movie Appearance: May 14, 1966; age 36


 


MODERN DOCTOR WHO (2005-Present)




 John Hurt

War Doctor (8.5)

Born: January 22, 1940

Died: January 25, 2017

One Episode: November 23, 2013; age 73

 


Christopher Eccleston

Ninth Doctor

Born: February 16, 1964

First Appearance: March 26, 2005; age 41

Final Episode: June 18, 2005; age 41

 


David Tennant

Tenth Doctor

Born: April 18, 1971

First Appearance: June 18, 2005; age 34

Final Episode: January 1, 2010; age 38

 


Matt Smith

Eleventh Doctor

Born: October 28, 1982

First Appearance: January 1, 2010; age 27

Final Episode: December 25, 2013; age 31

 


Peter Capaldi

Twelfth Doctor

Born: April 14, 1958

First Appearance: December 25, 2013; age 55

Final Episode: January 1, 2018; age 60

 


Jodie Whittaker

Thirteenth Doctor

Born: June 17, 1982

First Appearance: January 1, 2018; age 36


 


The Zeitgeist




“All of this is new to me. New faces, new worlds,
new times. So, if I asked really, really nicely… would you be my
new best friends?”

- 13th Doctor

 


Early 1963, Sydney Newman, the man responsible for
helping create Doctor Who, was sitting in a meeting at the
BBC discussing their Saturday evening programming. They were
considering the idea of a new program to replace a half-hour
classic literary adaptation show, which was suffering from very
poor ratings at the time. Newman wasn’t fond of classic literary
adaptation shows and wished to follow the old BBC motto that
broadcast programming was meant to “inform, educate and entertain.”
For him, that meant a new science fiction program featuring heroic
figures.

“I love science fiction stories,” Newman said,
“because they’re a marvelous way—and a safe way, I might add—of
saying nasty things about our own society.”

By April, C.E. Webber, who had written many
successful BBC adaptations, wrote a pitch for the proposed program
that he titled Dr. Who. For those already familiar with the
show, what he suggested might be pretty surprising.

Webber describes Doctor Who as being about an
old man lost in time and space. He’s called Dr. Who simply
because no one knows what the old man’s name actually is, and he
doesn’t seem to remember where he came from either. All he knows is
that he is searching for something, yet at the same time, running.
He’s suspicious, capable of doing bad things, and has an enemy not
yet named. He hates scientists, inventors and improvers. People
suspect he may be a criminal and/or may be lying about having lost
his memory. The Doctor has a time machine, which allows him and
companions—teachers Lola and Cliff—to travel through time, space
and matter. Doctor Who is a mystery story, a quest story,
containing the tale of this mysterious stranger. Webber would later
add that authorities either from The Doctor’s time or possibly even
a future time, weren’t so concerned about the time machine being
stolen. They were more concerned The Doctor would either destroy or
alter the future in a negative way.

While one can see the correlation between this pitch
and the character development of The Doctor surrounding the events
of the Time War (a war that haunts the various incarnations in the
revived series), it goes quite against the grain of what Doctor
Who is today! Newman didn’t like the pitch and accused Webber
of creating something that was absolutely nuts.

He wrote on the bottom of Webber’s script: “I don’t
like this much—it reads silly and condescending. It doesn’t get
across the basis of teaching of educational experience—drama based
upon and stemming from factual material and scientific phenomena
and actual social history of past and future. The mysterious Doctor
should be a character who would take science, applied and
theoretical, as being as natural as eating.”

That is when the pitch changed to reflect how the
show actually came about.

 


* * *

 


To describe the concept of Doctor Who to
someone who has never seen the show before can be quite difficult;
even honestly, a bit bonkers. When it comes down to the basics,
it’s about an alien from the planet Gallifrey, located in the
Kasterborous constellation, who goes by the name The Doctor. But
that’s not their real name. The Doctor’s real name is the biggest
kept secret in The Doctor Who universe and only The Doctor’s
spouse will ever know their real name.

While they appear human, The Doctor is actually from
a race called the Time Lords, who have been around far longer than
humanity and have two hearts instead of just one. The first
incarnation of The Doctor, played by William Hartnell, stole a time
machine called the TARDIS and fled his home alongside his
granddaughter, Susan. Together they landed in a junkyard on
Totter’s Lane where the two of them met history teacher, Barbara
Wright, and science teacher, Ian Chesterton. These were the first
of many companions that The Doctor would have over the years. The
companions essentially representing the viewers, carrying them
along across The Doctor’s many adventures through time and
space.

The TARDIS itself contains what the show calls a
chameleon circuit, which allows it to alter its appearance to
better camouflage with its surroundings. However, the chameleon
circuit inside The Doctor’s particular TARDIS is broken, leaving
the time machine permanently stuck in the shape of a big, blue,
British police box. If you’ve ever seen anything relating to Doctor
Who, you’re likely already familiar with how it looks!

The Doctor also carries a sonic screwdriver, which
is kind of like science fiction’s version of a magic wand without
having to use words to cast spells. In fact, it looks nothing like
an actual screwdriver, and is often times used to fix a problem or
get out of a tough situation.

Scottish actor David Tennant, who portrayed the 10th
incarnation of The Doctor, when asked about people’s reactions to
the show, said: “People love it and people of all generations love
it. And even people who don’t know it, love it. People who have
never seen the show know they are supposed to love it, so they just
love it. It’s impossible to hate Doctor Who. It’s full of
love and it’s expansive and it’s embracing the universe quite
literally.”

 


* * *

 


There is no other show on the market like it.
Doctor Who has been around for more than 50 years no doubt
due in part to having such unique characteristics about it. The
titular character, who has been portrayed by multiple different
actors throughout the years, has been able to maintain a continuity
throughout, partially due to the concept of regeneration. The thing
about Time Lords is that when they die, they can come back with a
new body. This concept was created when William Hartnell grew too
ill to continue playing the part, but they didn’t want to just
replace the actor without explaining why his face suddenly looked
different. And since then, we’ve had over a dozen actors play the
part!

“Like The Doctor,” said Dael Kingsmill, who has a
video series on Greek Mythology on Felicia Day’s Geek and
Sundry, “the show is able to constantly reinvent itself and
become the ultimate survivor. It’s not constrained by time, or
genre, or even cast, so it never gets old, but at the same time, it
manages to hold onto that quirky quality which fans of the show
know and love.”

The show first premiered on November 23, 1963—the
day after the death of legendary author C.S. Lewis, and the
assassination of U.S. President J.F. Kennedy. This almost killed
the show before it even began. Verity Lambert, the show’s producer,
implored the executives at BBC to rerun the first episode as most
people were invested in watching news coverage of the events of the
previous day. Fortunately for the show, the executives relented and
reran the episode.

Believe it or not, Doctor Who was only
supposed to run for one full year. Instead, what is now known as
the classic series of Doctor Who, lasted for 26 years.

So, after all that time what caused the show to
abruptly stop? The death bell for Classic Doctor Who began
to ring in 1984 when a British broadcast executive, Michael Grade,
became the Controller of BBC One. In 1985, he put the show on an
18-month hiatus, blaming low ratings, overly violent content, and
absurd storylines as the cause. It was also noted that viewers were
not connecting with Colin Baker’s sixth incarnation of The Doctor.
Many described his Doctor as abrasive, adding fuel to the flame as
the BBC executives had already been discussing canceling the
show.

Sydney Newman, along with Verity Lambert, wrote a
letter in 1986 to Michael Grade, where he shared his thoughts on
how to restore Doctor Who back to its former glory:
“Something has to change. Colin Baker’s second season is largely
socially valueless, escapist schlock. At a later stage, Doctor
Who should be metamorphosed into a woman. This requires some
considerable thought—mainly because I want to avoid a flashy
Hollywood ‘Wonder Woman’ because this kind of hero(ine) has no
flaw—and a character with no flaws is a bore.”

This was not the first time it was suggested the
role of The Doctor could someday be played by a woman. When Tom
Baker, who played the fourth incarnation of The Doctor, was asked
about who his predecessor would be, he teased to the press that the
fifth incarnation of The Doctor may be played by someone who was
female. Fun fact: the fifth incarnation of The Doctor was supposed
to be played by a woman! However, it never happened due to contract
issues, and wasn’t until now, almost 30 years later, that The
Doctor’s character would finally be a woman.

In 1986, Michael Grade was able to successfully
convince John Nathan-Turner, the producer of the show, to fire
Colin Baker. Michael’s hope was to generate publicity for the
series by doing something drastic, which Nathan-Turner was
well-known for. Nathan-Turner then set out on a quest to find
someone who could take on the role of The Doctor and had the
ability to connect with the audience. That is when he decided on
Sylvester McCoy for the part. Unfortunately, this was not drastic
enough and the ratings continued to fall, leading to its inevitable
cancellation in 1989, after transmitting 159 television stories
divided among 695 episodes and one television special.

“I hated Doctor Who,” said Grade. “I said to
the producer, ‘Do you go to the cinema much? Have you seen Star
Wars or ET?’ He said yes. I said, ‘I’ve got news for
you, so has our audience.’ What we were serving up as science
fiction was garbage.”

However, that wasn’t truly the end for Doctor
Who. In 1996, the Fox network and BBC joined forces in order to
attempt to revive the series by producing a single made for TV
movie featuring an eighth incarnation of the character, played by
actor Paul McGann. Will Brooks, known for his Doctor Who
art, had created artwork for the movie, which, if the series had
actually happened, would have had McGann portraying The Doctor for
the next five years. Unfortunately, it was rejected.

Nonetheless, the movie ended up airing against one
of the most popular prime time shows in the United States,
Roseanne. The movie drew in a total of 9 million viewers in
the UK while only bringing in a total of 5.5 million viewers in the
United States. While the BBC was happy with the results, for it
proved to them people were still invested in their Doctor
Who brand, Fox was not, leading them to decline commissioning a
new series. This left a hole that fans of Doctor Who felt
needed to be filled. This hole led to books, comics, video games,
and the creation of Big Finish Productions, which, to this day,
continues to be successful in making audio dramas of Doctor
Who, featuring actors from both the classic and the revived
series.
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