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SALVATION 

EXPERIENCE

“But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. .” 

Romans 10:8-10
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Introduction

This insightful book delves into pivotal experiences that define the spiritual journey of a new believer. In this book, I offer you a comprehensive guide to understanding your experiences of salvation, baptism, the Holy Spirit, the renewal of the mind, and the distinctions between carnality and spirituality.

You are about to embark on a journey as to unravel the essence of salvation, also known as the new birth experience. You will discover the shift from the spiritual realm of darkness to the kingdom of light as a spiritual dynamic that occurs as you have sincerely accepted Jesus Christ into your life. In Chapter Two, you will immerse yourself in the significance of baptism—a physical act symbolizing an important spiritual reality. You will understand that behind the act of baptism is the spiritual symbolism of dying to the flesh and rising to a new life in Christ.

Every believer is expected to have the Holy Spirit experience. This book delves into the multifaceted ways the Holy Spirit ministers to believers. You will uncover eight impactful ways in which the Holy Spirit can become an active and guiding presence in your life, offering you insight, comfort, and divine direction. Believers must also have the experience of the renewal of mind. The Bible urges us to renew our minds as an essential aspect of our spiritual growth. This book brings to your understanding the importance of aligning your thoughts with the Holy Spirit. As a believer, you have to embrace a transformed mindset pattern that allows you to have a deeper connection with God. After you have accepted Jesus Christ into your heart and life, you need to also know how to follow Him for the rest of your Christian life. You will discover the three simple steps in following Jesus Christ and the avalanche of benefits there is to following Him.

One major challenge you will encounter as a believer is that your flesh will constantly be at enmity with the Holy Spirit that comes to live in you after your new birth. This book examines the prevalent issue of carnality in today’s world and within the Church. You will discover the consequences of allowing your fleshly desires rule over your spiritual well- being, and more importantly gain insight into how to overcome your flesh. You will uncover the essence of spirituality in your life as a Christian. You will learn what it truly means to be spiritual—i.e., to yield to the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to truly transform your life until you begin to exhibit the fruit of the spirit, and walk in agreement with the Word of God as opposed to worldly standards.

As you can see, it will be an exciting journey. It is my hope, this book serve as a source of inspiration, guidance, and encouragement to you as you chart the landscape of your spiritual journey.

God bless you!

CHAPTER ONE
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The New Birth Experience
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The salvation experience is also called the new birth experience. It is an experience of transition from the spiritual realm of darkness into that of light. What actually happens when you get born again or saved is that, you are moved from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. The moment you lifted up your hands in all sincerity to accept Jesus Christ into your life, there was a shift in the realms of the spirit for your soul.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”

Colossians 1:13

There is nobody who confessed Jesus as their Lord and savior that didn’t have this supernatural experience. So if you have received Jesus Christ, welcome to the commonwealth of Christ and the kingdom of heaven. It’s not going to be an easy journey but God will be with you every step of the way. The wind is going to blow against you because now you are not going to move with the flow but against the flow of the world. Therefore, do not be discouraged when things seem to be tough. It doesn’t mean God has deserted you because of your sins or past life in the world. It is normal for you to lose everything you had when you were in the world in order to start afresh with Jesus. You may lose friends, colleagues, loved ones and even blood relatives as is mostly the case for Muslims.
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STEPS TO SALVATION

There are three simple steps that lead to salvation in Christ Jesus. Whenever an individual follows these three simple steps, they will receive the salvation experience or the new birth experience.

1. Hearing the Word of Faith that is Preached

The word of faith is what brings us to salvation. If anyone decides not to hear the word and let it affect his or her life, there is no way they can get saved. It takes the preaching of the gospel to bring us to the point of salvation.

But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) or, who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)

But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach.

Romans 10:7-8

Look no further, the word of faith that leads people to salvation in Christ is not in heaven above that you cannot reach it, neither is it beneath the earth that you cannot access it. The word of faith that leads to salvation is near you, even as close as in your mouth and in your heart.

Most people hear the gospel of salvation several times before eventually giving their lives to Christ. It’s not as if most unbelievers have not heard the gospel preached before, but it takes conviction to get them saved. So now that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, you are convicted, do everything to hold your salvation dear to yourself.

2. Believing with the Heart or Conviction The next stage of salvation is to believe with your heart or have the conviction that, Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and He came to die to save you from your sin and give you everlasting life (John 3:16).

You must believe with your heart in the great sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The purpose of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is to deliver you from the bondage of sin and death and gift you eternal life through the mystery of His suffering, crucifixion, death and burial here on earth to pay for the price of your disobedience and rebellion against God.

“...and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness...”  Romans 10:10

Again, why must you believe in the finished work of the Cross? No blood was innocent enough to pay for the sins of mankind except that of the only begotten Son of God, whom He gladly released for the benefit and redemption of all mankind. This is the reason you must believe in your heart by faith and respond to the love of Jesus Christ.

3. Confessing with your Mouth

The final stage of the salvation process is that of confessing with your mouth the Lordship of Jesus Christ over your life. If you do, you shall be saved. Believing in the heart is very important but confessing with your mouth releases your faith towards God and in the finished work of the Cross (Romans 10:10).

By your confession, you register your name in the book of life. You must not be shy to confess Jesus in public or before this sinful world. There are many who are shy of confessing the saving power of Jesus by associating with His death and resurrection.

“For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels.”

Luke 9:26

Jesus Christ is coming in three realms of glory. He is coming back to the earth in His own glory; then the glory of His Father and the glory of His holy angels. And He will reject all those who were ashamed of Him in this sinful world. Jesus will not associate with anyone who is shy to tell others about him. He will reject many Christians who are too respected and have high reputations to be speaking of Him to others. Don’t be ashamed of Jesus, tell everyone who cares to know about Jesus. May Jesus not reject you when He comes in the three realms of glory to rapture His bride or church.

Jesus took all the shame, pain and disgrace. Never be ashamed of Jesus in this sinful world. Be free to declare Him publicly, otherwise He will also reject you before His father (Mark 8:38).

SALVATION IS AN INDIVIDUAL AFFAIR!

You need to understand that nobody can be saved for you. Salvation is an individual affair. Your father may be an archbishop but his faith in Christ doesn’t guarantee your salvation. Only you can guarantee your salvation by the things you do and the efforts you make to maintain your salvation status. After being saved, you have to make a complete lifestyle change if you are determined not to backslide.
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