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“Coming together is a beginning

Keeping together is progress

Working together is Success.”

______Henry Ford

Dedication:

I dedicate this book to the memory of Dr. William Love ‘Lovie’ Hogue. He was born on September 7,1880 and died at the age of 73 on January 19, 1954. He was my second cousin, once removed, but I never met him.

I decided to name the character in my books after him based on my father and aunts’ recollection of his compassion and care for his patients. They spoke of how he made house calls in his horse and buggy. Many patients were poor and couldn’t pay, but he treated them the same, it never concerned him, he just wanted to heal them. When needed, he went. It didn’t matter whether it was day or night, freezing cold, raining or the sun was scorching hot, he would go to take care of the people that needed his help.
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Foreword:

The journey of the Adams’ family continues in Volume 5 for the young Cherokee couple who began their life together in the Appalachian Mountains, in Volume 1 with just a few dollars and hopes and dreams for a home and family.  

They succeeded in purchasing land with a homestead and raising children to become well versed in the Cherokee heritage, to respect the law, the land, the wildlife and help others in need.  

They weathered the hard times, the trials, triumphs, dangers and tragedies encountered along the way.  Dangers still exist in the mountains, but the Spirit Wolf is always near to protect them from harm.

Volume 5 is full of surprises, dangers, happiness and joy. Elu was delivered a message from the great Spirit reader Omawi. The sheriff needs more deputies, but why?  

Join the Adams family as their sometimes exciting, sometimes dangerous journey through life in the mountains continues. 
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On a cold November day hundreds have gathered at the Primitive Baptist Church in Shepherd Springs, West Virginia to pay their final respects to Dr. William Love Hogue. 

Dr. Hogue passed away in his sleep two days earlier at ninety-two years of age. Dr. Clark listed his cause of death as congestive heart failure.

Dr. Hogue was in this same church sitting in the front pew last Sunday and in all his years in Shepherd Springs, he never missed many Sundays. Just three days ago, he was seen walking through town wearing his long black overcoat and black derby hat speaking to everyone he met. The whole town loved Dr. Hogue. He delivered most of the population in town and treated everyone when they were sick or injured. 

Dr. Hogue’s wife Harriet passed away thirty-five years ago, and he will be laid to rest next to her in the Shepherd Springs Cemetery. Dr. Hogue and Harriet had one son, James Hunter Hogue, who lives in Raleigh N.C. He, along with his wife and their two sons, have arrived for the funeral.

The church could not hold all that came to honor him, around two hundred people were standing outside in the cold wearing their heavy coats and each one will brave the cold weather and walk to the cemetery where he will be laid to rest.

Along with the whole town in attendance for the service, there were also a couple of dignitaries in attendance. The President of the United States Ulysses S. Grant and the Governor of West Virginia John Jacob came to pay their final respects.

President Grant spoke after Pastor John Woods. President Grant said, “Dr. Hogue was a friend I became acquainted with during the Civil War. Dr. Hogue treated Union Soldiers as well as Confederate Soldiers.”

The President said, “Dr. Hogue was not a politician, he was a doctor that was always willing to do what he could for anyone. He traveled more miles by horse and buggy than you could imagine, at all hours of the day and night, always without complaining. He served his community with absolute honesty and professionalism. It is my honor to call Lovie Hogue my friend and he will be missed by so many.”

Governor John Jacob was next to speak, “Lovie Hogue was my friend for over thirty years. A few years ago, he treated me when I had pneumonia and helped me get well. President Grant was right when he said Lovie was not a politician. He would listen to me talk about politics, but never engaged in talks that were of a political nature. I told him that he would make a great politician and could help a lot of people. He told me that he helped people the best way he knew how as a doctor. I knew it wouldn’t be fair to the people that he took care of when they were sick or injured, so I stopped trying to get him to enter the political world. His name was Dr. William Love Hogue, but we called him Lovie because he loved people, and they loved him. “R.I.P. Lovie Ole Friend.”

Pastor Woods said a closing prayer, along with a few more words and said a final prayer at the gravesite as they laid Dr. Hogue to rest.

None of the townspeople knew that the President of the United States would be there, but were glad to see him come and pay his respects to this wonderful man. Sheriff Bolin knew the President was coming and provided extra security to work with the President's security detail. 

President Grant was rushed back to the waiting train after the church service and was already gone before the graveside service was finished.
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After the graveside service was over, you could hear all the townspeople as they were walking back to town, talking about how Dr. Hogue had helped them in their time of need. As Alan, Odina and Nokomis were riding home in the wagon, they talked about how thankful they were for Dr. Hogue. He delivered all of their children and treated all of them when they were sick. A good, honest man and a very good doctor for everyone. 

Ayita and Koda, now twenty-one years old, recalle how Dr. Hogue helped Ayita so many years ago by treating the wound to her face. At seven years old, she was taken by a bad man that burnt her face with a hot knife blade. It looked like she would be scarred for life, but Dr. Hogue treated her, and the scar was no longer visible.

Yano, Elu and Ira were riding back from the funeral and Yano spoke of how Dr. Hogue helped his friend, Sloppy, when he broke his leg and had pneumonia. It took a long time, but Dr. Hogue came every day until he was well.

The Bolins remembered how Dr. Hogue came to their house every day to treat Clyde when a large hog pushed up against him and broke his leg and ankle. He, also, treated his pneumonia until he was well.

Dr. Hogue had helped everybody in Shepherd Springs and other towns too. He would always be remembered as a great doctor and friend to all.
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Sitting on the front porch drinking coffee after supper, Alan heard the scream of a mountain lion. It sounded like it was coming from the top of the mountain, where the waterfall and fishing hole were located. The same location where he was almost attacked by one many years ago, until the Spirit of the Wolf scared it away and it was the same area where Yano was stalked by one.

The mountain lions in this region were more aggressive than the ones he had encountered in other regions. Mountain lions would usually stay away from humans, but not in this area. Every encounter here had been aggressive behavior, one man was killed, people had been stalked, and some livestock had been killed by these aggressive cats. If it wasn’t for the Spirit of the Wolf, that number would be much higher.

This caused Alan great concern, and he advised his family and friends to always be alert for these aggressive cats and never venture out without a firearm.

Koda had been staying at the cabin at the lake for weeks at a time. His good friend, Tom Cole, stayed with him, sometimes and together, they looked for signs of mountain lions in the area while exploring the land.

Koda had inherited the desire to explore from his parents and Tom had grown to love exploring, also. Late one night, Koda and Tom were sitting on the porch of the cabin drinking coffee and talking about an area to explore the next day when Koda heard the howling of a wolf off in the distance. Without saying a word, he looked over at Tom, but Tom didn’t indicate he heard it. Koda still did not speak of the wolf howl. Not all people could hear it because they don’t carry the Spirit of the Wolf in their soul. An owl hooted high from a perch out in front of them and Tom said, “That owl can see us, but we can’t see it.” 

Koda said, “It’s hard to understand how an owl can fly through a dark forest and not hit a tree.” 

Tom laughed and said, “And we can’t even walk on the ground in the dark without bumping into a tree or two.”

They both enjoyed sitting on the porch drinking coffee and just listening to the sounds of the mountains that surrounded them. Just as they were about to turn in for the night, a bobcat let out its eerie scream. 

Koda said, “Dang, that cat was loud, it must be close.” The horses were nervous, so they both went to calm them down before turning in for the night. 

Koda and Tom both worked at the sawmill two or three days a week as needed, and they operated the saw to turn logs into lumber, then stockpiled it in the warehouse for buyers to purchase. They tended to their cattle the other days. Every chance they got, they would go exploring, hunting, trapping or fishing. This morning, they would go exploring and looking for any sign of the mountain lions that might be in this area.

After walking halfway up the mountain behind the lake on the north end of the property, they found a kill site. A mountain lion had killed a deer. 

Koda looked at Tom and said, “This is what they do to survive, but it’s not proof that this is one that stalks and attacks humans, but we will stay alert.”

Tom said, “That’s right, we don’t want to kill it for the way it survives, just when it’s a threat to us or our livestock.”

At noon, they headed back home to tend to their cattle and would come back another day.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 4

[image: ]




The Morris brothers’ sawmill business was really growing, and they appreciated Alan, Yano, Koda and Tom working with them part time. Alan, also, worked part time for his friend Sheriff Ridge Bolin as one of his deputies. Three days a week, Alan would go in at ten at night and stay until eight the next morning, when Ridge came in. He provided security at the jail and dealt with any rowdies that might drink too much at Roosters Tavern. He had a bunk in the sheriff’s office where he could take a nap if everything was quiet, and this town was usually quiet at night. He loved working for Ridge and Ridge loved having him. Ridge knew he could trust Alan to enforce the law when needed.

Yano still worked at the sawmill part time too. Making deliveries mostly, and he usually took Ira with him when Elu let him skip homeschooling classes.

Ira was still considered blind even though he could now see figures like people and trees in the daylight, but it was still very blurry to him. He lived his life by using his other senses. 

Dr. Clark examines him on a regular basis and can see slight improvements every few months. He was still hopeful that Ira would regain his eyesight. 

Once a week, Yano and Elu would perform the spiritual sacred ceremony of burning sweet grass to promote healing, peace and the removal of all negative energy. Every night they would pray to the highest spirit God for complete healing of their son, Ira.

Ayita and Nokomis spent most of their time staying in Sloppy’s shanty on the Adams’ homestead. Their best friend, Fanny Cole, spends the night with them often. They sit around the fire at night and make jewelry to sell or trade in town. 

Odina taught all of them how to make necklaces, bracelets and baskets by weaving vines together.

Ayita had been courting the pharmacist’s son, John Franklin Cooper, for the last year. He was twenty-three years old and he would be finishing up his pharmaceutical medicine schooling soon. He worked with his father, Franklin Cooper, at his drugstore and eventually would run the store when his father retired. They had talked about getting married once he completed his schooling. Ayita wants a house on the Adams’ homestead land and John was thinking about a little closer to town. She would live wherever John wants to, as long as it was close to her family.

Yano was married at seventeen, but his siblings were in no hurry to marry. it seems.
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Fanny was spending the night with Ayita and Nokomis in the shanty. After supper, they were sitting in front of the fireplace enjoying the warmth and talking. These young ladies were the best of friends and enjoyed spending time together.

Fanny got really quiet when she heard something on the porch. Ayita and Nokomis heard it too. Ayita grabbed the Henry Rifle, and Nokomis grabbed the Colt forty-five revolver. Then whatever it was started clawing and pushing on the door. 

Fanny began having a flashback from years ago when she was attacked by a mountain lion and she just froze, too scared to move.

Ayita said, “It’s a bear, it smells our food, it’s not after us” Ayita tells Fanny, “Get a pot and a large spoon, so you can make a lot of noise” 

Fanny snapped out of being so scared and did as Ayita said. The bear was still pushing and clawing at the door. The door was built well and Ayita didn't think the bear could tear it down to get in. She had a plan. 

Ayita tells Nokomis and Fanny “On three, Fanny, you start banging on the pan with the large spoon and me and Nokomis will start yelling at the bear to hopefully scare it away. If it don’t run off, I might have to shoot it.  One, Two, Three.”

Fanny started banging on the pot, Ayita and Nokomis started yelling, “Hey bear, Go Away Bear.”

Nokomis could see the bear out of the side window, running toward the barn. 

Ayita said, “This was probably the same bear that has been getting into the horse feed at the barn, he could smell our food in the shanty and thought it would try something different.” 

Fanny laughed, then Nokomis and Ayita begin laughing.

Alan heard the noise coming from the shanty, so he grabbed his Henry Rifle and went over there to investigate. Walking up on the porch, he could hear the girls laughing inside. He announced himself as he knocked on the door. 

Nokomis answered the door, still giggling and said, “We are okay Father, it was a bear just trying to get in here to get some food. We scared it off.”

Alan just laughed and said, “Well goodnight, ladies, I better go check the barn and see if I have any horse feed left.”

With a revolver in her hand, Odina joined Alan as he was walking to the barn and asks, “What’s going on with the girls?”  

Alan said, “A bear tried to get in the shanty, they scared it off and I’m going to check the barn to see if it got into the horse feed again.”

Odina said, “I’ll go with you, it was probably that same young bear that visits us frequently.”

Alan said, “I think you are right my sweet wife, guess I will have to make it harder for it to get into our livestock feed.”
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Henry Cole was able to purchase fifty acres of land and the house that they lived in from Alan from the profit he earned from selling his cattle. Alan knew how much it meant to Henry to own his own land and a house for his family, so it made him feel good to be able to see Henry accomplish his dream.

Henry and his family were the best friends and neighbors anyone could ask for. Alan felt really blessed to have the Coles and the Bolins as their friends and neighbors. Good neighbors always help each other whenever the need arises for whatever reason. Henry was riding his horse over his pasture, checking the fence line and checking on his cattle. He had a few new calves that he needed to keep an eye on. He found one on the southeast end of his property that had been killed. His first thought was that a bear killed it. When he got off his horse, he could see the tracks of a mountain lion, not a bear. It was a fresh kill, and Henry thought he scared it off when he rode up on the kill site.

While squatting down at the dead calf, Henry caught movement out of the corner of his eye and as he turned his body to look, the big cat was on him. Henry was able to draw his forty-five-caliber revolver and fire one round, but the mountain lion knocked him down, causing him to drop his revolver. The big cat clawed Henry’s right cheek area and his left shoulder, but ran away when Henry fired his pistol. He wasn’t sure if he hit the cat, but he needed to get back to his house to get Eliza to check his wounds before he tried to track this cat. Henry’s horse ran off in all the excitement, so Henry had to walk back to the house. 

When Henry reached his house and walked up on the back porch, Eliza met him and said, “Oh Lawd Henry, what's done happens to you?” 

Henry said, “Mountain lion attacked me. It done kilt one of our calves and when I’s checking on the calf, it attacked me”

“You’re gonna needs to be sewed up. I’ll send Tom to fetch Dr. Clark.” Eliza goes to the front door and shouts at Tom to come to the house. 

Tom and Koda were out front mending a broken fence and both came to Eliza’s call. Tom rode off to town to get Dr. Clark and Koda went home to tell his father about this dangerous mountain lion and let him know that Henry was injured by it.

When Koda told his father what happened to Henry, Alan told Ayita,” Go tell Yano what happened at Henry’s place and be sure to keep Ira in the house for now.” 

Fanny was still there with Ayita and Nokomis, but she would ride back to her house with Alan and Odina. 

Koda and Nokomis would stay at the homestead and keep an eye on their livestock.
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Arriving at the Cole’s house, Fanny ran inside to check on her pa and Alan and Odina go in to help Eliza. Odina helped Eliza clean his wounds while Alan talked to Henry about the location of the attack. 

Henry had two long gashes on his face that would need stitches and some pretty bad scratches on his shoulder that probably wouldn’t need stitches. Henry told Alan, “I’s got a shot off and thinks I’s hit the cat, but ain’t sho where. It all happened so fast and when the cat knocks me down, my gun comes out of my hand, I couldn’t get another shot. It scared my horse and makes him run off, so I’s has to walk home.”

Alan said, “I’ll go see if I can find its tracks and check for any blood signs and I’ll find your horse for you too.” When Alan got to the kill site, he located the mountain lion’s tracks going north. Then he spotted some blood in the track of the cat's right rear paw print. Looks like it’s missing two toes on its right rear paw. The cat circled back south and appeared to be headed towards the Bolins’ homestead, so Alan headed over to the Bolins to warn them about this dangerous cat that attacked Henry and killed one of his calves. While riding west, he spotted Henry’s horse and led it back to Henry’s barn before going on to the Bolins.

Dr. Clark was in the house tending to Henry’s injuries and Alan went in to tell Henry that he did hit the cat in its right hind paw and shot off two of its toes. 

Alan said, “That will make for easier tracking of this dangerous mountain lion. I’m headed over to the Bolins now to warn them about this cat.” Riding up to the Bolin’s, Alan could see Clyde sitting on the front porch. “Howdy Neighbor, how are you doing Clyde, ole friend?”

“Doing just fine Alan, just resting a bit before I start back working on chores.”

“I stopped by to warn you of another aggressive mountain lion in the area, it killed one of Henry’s calves, then attacked Henry. Cut up his face and shoulder pretty badly, but Dr. Clark is tending to him now. I’m sure he will be alright once he heals up.”

Clyde said, “I found a dead calf yesterday, on the backside of my property close to the river that had been killed by a mountain lion. Bad as I hate losing any livestock to wildlife, it is kind of commonplace in these mountains. I’ve lost chickens to foxes and hawks and every once in a while, we will lose a calf to bear or mountain lions. If I ever see them attacking my livestock, I try to kill them, but if this cat is attacking people, it will need to be eliminated.”

“Yes sir," said Alan, "There are so many aggressive mountain lions in this area that attack people, we will all have to stay alert. This one won’t be hard to track, because Henry shot off two of its toes on its right hind paw. We can call it ‘Ole Two Toes’.

Clyde said, “I hope Henry will be alright, I’ll check on him tomorrow, meanwhile, we’ll be on the lookout for Ole Two Toes.”
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Dr. Clark put twenty stitches in Henry’s face to close up the two bad gashes and a salve on his shoulder to promote healing to those scratches.

Odina was still there helping Eliza when Dr. Clark was leaving. 

Dr. Clark said, “I’ll come by tomorrow and check on Henry, now I would like to go and check on Ira, while I’m out this way” On the mile and a half ride to Yano and Elu’s house, Dr. Clark’s mind went back a few years of him researching so many medical books about what could have caused Ira’s blindness and how he could treat it. In his prayers every night, he asked to be guided to an answer of the cause of his blindness and how to treat it. Dr. Clark was happy that Ira was able to see objects now in the bright sunlight even though Ira described his vision as extremely blurry. He wanted to do the honey treatment again, but would need to shave that side of Ira’s head where the scar was. He believed the healing properties in the honey could be the reason Ira had gained some of his vision back.

Yano stepped out of his house with his rifle in his hands when he heard Dr. Clark ride up. “Hello Dr. Clark, what brings you out here?”

“I had to patch up Henry Cole after he was attacked by a mountain lion and thought I would check on Ira while I was out this way”

“Thank You Dr. Clark, come on in, Ira’s in here playing his flute as you can hear.” 

“Good afternoon, Elu and hello Ira, that’s beautiful music you are playing on that flute.” 

Ira said, “Hey Dr. Clark and thank you.”  

Dr. Clark then told Yano and Elu, he would like to treat Ira again with honey like before, but this time I’ll need to shave the hair from around his scar. With your permission of course, the hair will grow back, but I think this way honey can better be absorbed to the nerves and help to regenerate growth.”

“What do you think about that Ira?” asked Yano.

Ira said. “Okay, but do I have to have that strip of cloth covering my eyes this time?” 

Dr. Clark said, “No, I’ll place it above your eyes this time, we just need to hold the bandage in place.”  

Yano looked at Elu and both agreed to let Dr. Clark administer this treatment on their son. 

After shaving the side of Ira’s head, Dr. Clark applied a thick layer of honey over the scar and lightly rubbed it into his skin. He then covered it with a thick layer of petroleum jelly. “The bandage will stick pretty well to the petroleum jelly and the strip of cloth will keep it in place.”

Yano asked how Henry was and if he was going to be alright.  

Dr. Clark said, “Yeah, he was lucky that it wasn’t much worse. Henry was able to get one shot off before the cat was on him and according to your father, he shot off two of the lion's toes on his right hind paw. I’ll check on him again tomorrow, then I’ll come out here to check on Ira.”

“Thank You Dr. Clark for everything you do, stay alert on your ride back to town and we will see you tomorrow.”

Dr. Clark ran into Alan and Odina on the trail as he was heading back to town. They were on their way home after getting Henry and Eliza settled in for the night. They briefly spoke in their passing and Dr. Clark said he would see them tomorrow when he came back to check on Henry and Ira.
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