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​Indiana's Governors - Book 1

From Arthur St. Claire to William Henry Harrison to Jonathan Jennings to Paris C. Dunning

Indiana Governor's Series - Book 1

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Learn about Indiana's early governors by reading the book, Indiana's Governors - Book 1. The book provides biographies for the Territorial governors Arthur St. Claire of the Northwestern Territory to Indiana Territory governors William Henry Harrison and Thomas Posey of the Indiana Territory. The first seven governors of the State of Indiana from Jonathan Jennings to Paris C. Denning are also included. These were the governors that served Indiana residents from the time of the 1816 Constitution until the 1851 Constitution took effect.
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​​​Congress Establishes the Northwest Territory
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The Northwest Territory

The Midwest region that comprises five states originated from the vast tract of land captured by George Rogers Clark during the American Revolution. First organized as the Northwest Territory and then the Indiana Territory, Congress eventually molded five states, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and a portion of Minnesota over the next decades. However, at the beginning of the Republic, the State of Virginia claimed most of the territory, based upon charters dating back to colonial times and the exploits of Virginian George Rogers Clark.

Virginia Cedes Land

Virginia ceded the lands that became the Northwest Territory to the United States on March 1, 1784. The struggle had imperiled the ratification of the Articles of Confederation and threatened to turn the relationship of the newly independent colonies into a struggle for land and power. Because of the cession, Maryland became the thirteenth state to ratify the Confederation and set the stage for Congress to form the Northwest Territory and eventual admittance of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota as states on equal footing with the original thirteen states. Virginia had claimed the territory, and much more, based on their colonial charter. George Rogers Clark had captured Vincennes from the British during the Revolutionary War, bolstering their claim. 

April 23, 1784 - Land Ordinance of 1784

The Ordinance of 1784 created an orderly procedure for the United States to deal with the lands west of the Allegheny Mountains that opened by the compromises of 1781, 1782 and 1783 that led to the ratification of the Articles of Confederation in 1784.

Vast Landholdings in the West

New York, Virginia, Massachusetts, Connecticut, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia also had extensive land holdings in this vast area. Maryland had stalled ratification of the Constitution to force the states with these land holdings to relinquish them. Maryland's chief complaint was that these states held a huge advantage over the landless states like Maryland.

Maryland Stalls Ratification

By 1784 twelve states had ratified the Articles of Confederation. Many of the States held claims to the lands west of the Appalachian Mountains. New York and Virginia had the largest claims. However, Massachusetts, Connecticut, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia also had extensive holdings. These claims totaled more than 222 million acres, a huge expanse.

Maryland's chief complaint was that these states held a huge advantage over the landless states. This was because they could sell these lands to pay their debts. They felt that landless states like Maryland would have to levy heavy taxes to pay theirs off, stifling their growth.  The impasse lasted almost four years until Virginia agreed to cede the land to the United States. 

This was because the states that held these lands could sell them to pay their debts. They felt that landless states like Maryland would have to levy heavy taxes to pay theirs off, stifling their growth. Virginia, the lone holdout, finally relinquished these claims on October 20, 1783. A satisfied Maryland ratified the Articles of Confederation on January 30, 1781. Congress accepted Virginia's offer on March 1, 1784. The road now lay open for Congress to lay the groundwork for development of the vast region that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Ordinance of 1784 

Thomas Jefferson wrote the draft for the Land Ordinance of 1784. His draft included several important points:

The new states shall remain forever a part of the United States of America.

They shall bear the same relation to the confederation as the original states.

They shall pay their apportionment of the federal debts.

They shall in their governments uphold republican forms.

After the year 1800 there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of them

The proposed names of these states were Cherronesus, Assenisippia, Metropotamia, Sylvania, and Pelisipia

Congress considered Jefferson's draft and adopted it on April 23, 1784, after striking the proposed names for the new states. This ordinance prepared the way for the Ordinance of 1785 which would provide a system for surveying the lands. 

July 13, 1787 - Northwest Territory Ordinance Adopted

Congress established the Northwest Territory on July 13, 1787. The Territory existed as a legal entity from that date until Ohio became a State in 1803. Congress eventually carved six states out of the Territory.  

Transcript of the Ordinance:

An Ordinance for the government of the Territory of the United States northwest of the River Ohio.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, That the said territory, for the purposes of temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided into two districts, as future circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

Sec 2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates, both of resident and nonresident proprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, shall descent to, and be distributed among their children, and the descendants of a deceased child, in equal parts; the descendants of a deceased child or grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in equal parts among them: And where there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal parts to the next of kin in equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or sister of the intestate shall have, in equal parts among them, their deceased parents' share; and there shall in no case be a distinction between kindred of the whole and half-blood; saving, in all cases, to the widow of the intestate her third part of the real estate for life, and one third part of the personal estate; and this law relative to descents and dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the legislature of the district. And until the governor and judges shall adopt laws as hereinafter mentioned, estates in the said territory may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her in whom the estate may be (being of full age), and attested by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed and delivered by the person being of full age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, provided such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved, and be recorded within one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers shall be appointed for that purpose; and personal property may be transferred by delivery; saving, however to the French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, St. Vincents and the neighboring villages who have heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force among them, relative to the descent and conveyance, of property.

Sec. 3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed from time to time by Congress, a governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein in 1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office.

Sec. 4. There shall be appointed from time to time by Congress, a secretary, whose commission shall continue in force for four years unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district and have a freehold estate therein in 500 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be his duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws passed by the legislature, and the public records of the district, and the proceedings of the governor in his executive department, and transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings, every six months, to the Secretary of Congress: There shall also be appointed a court to consist of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall have a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have each therein a freehold estate in 500 acres of land while in the exercise of their offices; and their commissions shall continue in force during good behavior.

Sec. 5. The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and publish in the district such laws of the original States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary and best suited to the circumstances of the district, and report them to Congress from time to time: which laws shall be in force in the district until the organization of the General Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards the Legislature shall have authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

Sec. 6. The governor, for the time being, shall be commander in chief of the militia, appoint and commission all officers in the same below the rank of general officers; all general officers shall be appointed and commissioned by Congress.

Sec. 7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly, the governor shall appoint such magistrates and other civil officers in each county or township, as he shall find necessary for the preservation of the peace and good order in the same: After the general assembly shall be organized, the powers and duties of the magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers not herein otherwise directed, shall during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the governor.

Sec. 8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of the district, and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof; and he shall proceed from time to time as circumstances may require, to lay out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as may thereafter be made by the legislature.

Sec. 9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of full age in the district, upon giving proof thereof to the governor, they shall receive authority, with time and place, to elect a representative from their counties or townships to represent them in the general assembly: Provided, That, for every five hundred free male inhabitants, there shall be one representative, and so on progressively with the number of free male inhabitants shall the right of representation increase, until the number of representatives shall amount to twenty five; after which, the number and proportion of representatives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, That no person be eligible or qualified to act as a representative unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the United States three years, and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have resided in the district three years; and, in either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two hundred acres of land within the same; Provided, also, That a freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, having been a citizen of one of the states, and being resident in the district, or the like freehold and two years residence in the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of a representative.

Sec. 10. The representatives thus elected, shall serve for the term of two years; and, in case of the death of a representative, or removal from office, the governor shall issue a writ to the county or township for which he was a member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the term.

Sec. 11. The general assembly or legislature shall consist of the governor, legislative council, and a house of representatives. The Legislative Council shall consist of five members, to continue in office five years, unless sooner removed by Congress; any three of whom to be a quorum: and the members of the Council shall be nominated and appointed in the following manner, to wit: As soon as representatives shall be elected, the Governor shall appoint a time and place for them to meet together; and, when met, they shall nominate ten persons, residents in the district, and each possessed of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress; five of whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and, whenever a vacancy shall happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the house of representatives shall nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid, for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress; one of whom congress shall appoint and commission for the residue of the term. And every five years, four months at least before the expiration of the time of service of the members of council, the said house shall nominate ten persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their names to Congress; five of whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as members of the council five years, unless sooner removed. And the governor, legislative council, and house of representatives, shall have authority to make laws in all cases, for the good government of the district, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this ordinance established and declared. And all bills, having passed by a majority in the house, and by a majority in the council, shall be referred to the governor for his assent; but no bill, or legislative act whatever, shall be of any force without his assent. The governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the general assembly, when, in his opinion, it shall be expedient.

Sec. 12. The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and such other officers as Congress shall appoint in the district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity and of office; the governor before the president of congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As soon as a legislature shall be formed in the district, the council and house assembled in one room, shall have authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating but not voting during this temporary government.

Sec. 13. And, for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these republics, their laws and constitutions are erected; to fix and establish those principles as the basis of all laws, constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter shall be formed in the said territory: to provide also for the establishment of States, and permanent government therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal councils on an equal footing with the original States, at as early periods as may be consistent with the general interest:

Sec. 14. It is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, That the following articles shall be considered as articles of compact between the original States and the people and States in the said territory and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or religious sentiments, in the said territory.

Art. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation of the people in the legislature; and of judicial proceedings according to the course of the common law. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the proof shall be evident or the presumption great. All fines shall be moderate; and no cruel or unusual punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived of his liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land; and, should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common preservation, to take any person's property, or to demand his particular services, full compensation shall be made for the same. And, in the just preservation of rights and property, it is understood and declared, that no law ought ever to be made, or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner whatever, interfere with or affect private contracts or engagements, bona fide, and without fraud, previously formed.

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken from them without their consent; and, in their property, rights, and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity, shall from time to time be made for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace and friendship with them.

Art. 4. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall forever remain a part of this Confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts contracted or to be contracted, and a proportional part of the expenses of government, to be apportioned on them by Congress according to the same common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on the other States; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the district or districts, or new States, as in the original States, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled. The legislatures of those districts or new States, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United States in Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of the United States; and, in no case, shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same, shall be common highways and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said territory as to the citizens of the United States, and those of any other States that may be admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor.

Art. 5. There shall be formed in the said territory, not less than three nor more than five States; and the boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her act of cession, and consent to the same, shall become fixed and established as follows, to wit: The western State in the said territory, shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, and Wabash Rivers; a direct line drawn from the Wabash and Post Vincents, due North, to the territorial line between the United States and Canada; and, by the said territorial line, to the Lake of the Woods and Mississippi. The middle State shall be bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio, by a direct line, drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the said territorial line, and by the said territorial line. The eastern State shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: Provided, however, and it is further understood and declared, that the boundaries of these three States shall be subject so far to be altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have authority to form one or two States in that part of the said territory which lies north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan. And, whenever any of the said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of the United States, on an equal footing with the original States in all respects whatever, and shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitution and State government: Provided, the constitution and government so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles contained in these articles; and, so far as it can be consistent with the general interest of the confederacy, such admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand.

Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to the subject of this ordinance, be, and the same are hereby repealed and declared null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of their sovereignty and independence the twelfth.

Congress appointed Arthur St. Claire as the Governor of the Northwest Territory on October 05, 1787.
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​​​Arthur St. Claire (March 23, 1737– August 31, 1818) 
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A native of Thurso, Caithness, Scotland, historians are uncertain of the identity of St. Claire's parentage or his early life. Many think his parents were William Sinclair, a merchant, and Elizabeth Balfour, however that is not certain. It is known that he attended the University of Edinburgh for a short time and that he studied medicine. In 1757, he purchased a commission in the Royal Army. The Army assigned him to serve under General Jeffrey Amherst in Canada. He voyaged to Canada with Admiral Edward Boscawen's fleet during the French and Indian War. He participated in the Louisburg campaign in Nova Scotia from June 8 - July 26, 1757. He received a promotion to lieutenant in 1758 and was transferred to serve under General James Wolfe. He later fought at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham at Quebec on September 13, 1759. At the conclusion of the war, he resigned his commission on April 16, 1762, and migrated to the Ligonier Valley, Pennsylvania. There, he became a major landowner and held several political posts that included assistant to the governor for the frontier areas of the colony and as a justice on the court in 1770. 

Revolutionary War

When war broke out between England and her colonies, St. Claire took a commission as a colonel of the 3rd Pennsylvania Regiment in the Continental Army. During the war, he participated in the Battle of Trois-Rivières during the invasion of Canada. 

Promotion to General

He served with General George Washington at the Battle of Trenton in December 1776 and at the capture of Princeton, New Jersey in January 1777. Many believe St. Claire provided the strategy for Washington's victory over the British there. He received a promotion to brigadier general in February 1777. He stood high in Washington's favor. Washington assigned him to command Fort Ticonderoga, an important strategic fort. 

Fort Ticonderoga

Fort Ticonderoga's location made it key to the defense of the route between the St. Lawrence River in Canada and the Hudson River in upper New York. 

Fort Ticonderoga lay on the western bank of Lake Champlain. The La Chute River enters Lake Champlain on the southwestern corner of the fort. Sugar Loaf, also called Mount Defiance, dominated the fort on the southwest side of the fort, across the La Chute River. A wooden bridge spanned the river just west of the fort. A high hill called Mount Hope was directly west of the fort. A boom and chain had been placed on Lake Champlain from the fort to the east bank of the lake to prevent boats from going south on the lake. 

St. Claire's Forces

St. Claire only arrived at the fort about 3 weeks before the arrival of the British troops. St. Claire had 2 regiments; 3 troops composed of men from several other units and other small corps that were undermanned. He had about 2500 soldiers to defend a fort that required from 5,000 to 10,000 to properly defend. St. Claire's main problem was that he did not have enough troops to defend both the fort and Sugar Loaf. If the British managed to installed artillery on Sugar Loaf, the fort would be impossible to hold. Many officers in St. Claire's command did not think it was possible to drag artillery to the top.

British Forces

The British force was commanded by General John Burgoyne. 

John Burgoyne (February 24, 1722 – August 4, 1792) 

The son of John and Anna Maria Burgoyne, John was native to Sutton, Bedfordshire, England. As a boy he attended Westminster School in London. He purchased a commission in the Horse Guards in 1737. During this time his reputation for fashionable dress and high living earned him the nickname "Gentleman Johnny." He also became a gambler, accumulating large gambling debts. Reportedly, he sold his commission in 1741 to settle his debts. The beginning of the War of the Austrian Succession led to an expansion of the English military. Burgoyne acquired a commission as cornet in the 1st Royal Dragoons. Since the unit was newly created, he did not have to purchase it. When the Seven Years War broke out, Burgoyne served mainly in Portugal, rising to brigadier general. In Portugal he played a key part in having light cavalry added to the Army. Burgoyne gained election to Parliament, where he remained busy with Parliamentary duties and writing plays. In early 1775, King George III appointed him to join Generals Clinton and Howe to sail for Boston to reinforce General Thomas Gage. Burgoyne stayed in Boston for a few months, then returned in disgust to England sometime in late 1775. 

Mission to Canada

Burgoyne returned to the American theater in 1776 to reinforce Guy Carleton's forces in their defense of Quebec during the American invasion of Canada. He received command of British forces in the Hudson Valley and Lake Champlain in 1777. He would lead the invasion force that would move towards Fort Ticonderoga in July 1777.

Burgoyne had about 7,000 British regulars, 800 Indians and some assorted Canadian militia. 

Preparation for Battle

Military engineers Colonel Jeduthan Baldwin and Colonel Thaddeus Kosciuszko worked to improve the defenses of the fort. They built blockhouses, stockades and artillery batteries. Both engineers advocated for building defenses on Mount Defiance, as any force occupying it could easily dominate the fort. St. Claire did not have enough men to accomplish the task. Indeed, at a staff meeting on June 20 St. Claire decided that since the occupying force was too small to properly defend the fort, he would prepare two lines of retreat. He would hold the fort as long as possible; however, he knew at some point he would have to abandon it. 

Burgoyne's Arrival

Burgoyne arrived at Fort Ticonderoga on July 1, 1777. He had moved some of his troops both by boats floating downriver and marching along the lake. His troops occupied the western area around the fort and reconnoitered Sugar Loaf. He realized the strategic value of the site and had artillery dragged up the hill and positioned to fire on the fort. 

Council of War

Many considered that Fort Ticonderoga was the "Niagara of the North," and had to be held at all costs. Thus, at this point St. Claire faced a dilemma. He noted that he could, "save his character and lose the army or save the army and lose his character." Since their position in the fort was completely exposed by the British artillery on top of Sugar Loaf. He decided to abandon the fort. After nightfall, when the darkness concealed the American's movements, the army departed the fort. The soldiers loaded the men and as much of the supplies on 200 boats. Not all would fit, thus 4 invalid soldiers and most of the heavy cannon were abandoned to the British. The men rowed the boats towards Skenesboro, to the south. A French officer revealed the retreating troops when he set fire to his house, which was on a hill overlooking the lake. The light of the fire revealed the retreating Americans to the British, who began a close pursuit. The British failed to capture the escaping Americans. 

Aftermath for the British

Upon capturing the fort, Burgoyne left a garrison of 900 troops and continued his campaign. The depletion of his forces and extended supply line led to his eventual defeat to Washington's forces at the Battles of Saratoga that took place on September 19 and October 7, 1777. The British eventually abandoned Fort Ticonderoga and burned it. 

Court Martial of St. Claire

St. Claire's decision to abandon Ticonderoga damaged his reputation, though he still had the support of Washington. He did not receive another command; however, Washington retained him at Valley Forge as an advisor. Congress formed a committee in August 1777 to investigate St. Claire's actions; however, the committee did not initiate proceedings until June 1778. General Benjamin Lincoln presided over the trial, which took place in New York. The court consisted of four brigadier generals and eight colonels. St. Claire faced five charges, neglect of duty, cowardice, treachery, inattention to the progress of the enemy, and “shamefully abandoning his post.” After hearing testimony from witnesses and examining the evidence, the court acquitted St. Claire with the highest honors with an unambiguous decision by the entire court. His reputation restored; St. Claire nonetheless would not receive another independent command the entire war. Washington retained his confidence and installed him as his aide-de-camp, a position he held until the end of the war. 

Pennsylvania Delegate to Confederation Congress

In 1785, he gained election to the Confederation Congress. The delegates of the Congress elected him President of the Congress in February 1787, a position he held when the Congress passed the Northwest Territory Ordinance in 1787. 

Governor of Northwest Territory

Congress appointed St. Claire as governor of the Northwest Territory, a position he held concurrently with his office of President until his term as president expired on November 4, 1787. He would establish the Northwest Territory initially at Marietta, Ohio. Later the capital would move to Cincinnati, Ohio. He would serve as Territorial Governor of first the Northwest Territory, then the Ohio Territory until 1802.

General St. Claire Arrives Marrietta

General Arthur St. Claire arrived in the new settlement of Marietta, in the Northwest Territory, to begin his administration as governor of the Territory on July 09, 1788. The capital remained in Marietta until 1790, when St. Claire moved it to Cincinnati. 

Treaty of Fort Harmar

Governor Arthury St. Clair appealed to the various native tribes to sign a treaty to end the bloodshed along the frontier. On December 13, 1788, representatives from the Wyandot, Delaware, Ottawa, Chippewa, Potawatomi, and the Sauk nations gathered at the fort to begin negotiations. The Indians demanded that St. Claire reserve the area west of the Muskingum River and north of the Ohio River for them. St. Claire would not agree to that and in turn demanded that the tribes adhere to the boundaries agreed to at the 1785 Treaty of Fort McKintosh. The tribes would not agree to this, so St. Claire threatened them that he would attack them. At length he gave them $3,000 in gifts if they would sign. The treaty signing took place on January 09, 1789. Because they had not attended the meeting, the Shawnee, Miami, Kickapoo and other tribes along the Wabash River did not recognize the treaty. 

St. Claire Renames Lonsantiville to Cincinnati

General Arthur St. Claire arrived at Fort Washington on January 2, 1790, for a short visit. During his short stay, he approved of Harmar's choice of Fort Washington, honoring General George Washington. However, he took issue with the settlement of Losantiville. Not liking the name, he decided to honor the society of Revolutionary War soldiers to which he belonged, the Society of the Cincinnati by renaming it Cincinnati on January 04, 1790. 

Unfolding Strategy

Fort Washington complemented a long line of forts planned along the Ohio River meant to allow troops to penetrate deep into the interior of the Northwest Territory to attack the native villages. His headquarters at Marietta had been the center of this line of forts when he located there two years before. It was too far east now, as the line of forts now extended west to Fort Steuben at the Falls of the Ohio. The Americans had plans for more forts extending in a line west from Fort Steuben to the Mississippi River. St. Claire envisioned two more lines of forts, one along the Maumee River in the north and another along the Wabash River in the west. Fort Washington, the largest and most powerful of the new forts, and Cincinnati would be the capital of this new, developing empire.  St. Claire would make Fort Washington his capital later that year. 

Society of the Cincinnati

Officers that served in the Continental Army during he Revolutionary War established the Society of the Cincinnati in May 1783 in Newburgh, New York. The name derives from a Roman general, Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus. Membership in the organization is hereditary, open only to heirs of the founders. This has since been changed to allow descendants of officers that served in the Revolution, even if they had not joined the Society when it began. George Washingon served as the first president of the Society. 
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