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			Dedications

			To Father God, the Creator of life (Gen. 1:26), Jesus Christ, my Lord, Savior, and life sustained (Acts 17:28; Rom. 8:34), the Holy Ghost, guide, comforter, sanctifier, and the force behind the source (Acts 1:8); my family; Kingdom confidants; friends; associates; cohorts; co-defendants and…

			...to paraphrase Bob Dylan as he so eloquently opined in his song “Chimes of Freedon,” this is for everyone in the whole wide world who is hung-up, strung-out, misused, muddled, ill-used, harrassed, and worse.

			“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all,”

			~2 Thess. 3:16

		

	
		
			

			Preface

			There is only one verse in Scripture where Jesus states what is to be Priority #1 for all those who purpose to follow Him:

			“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you,”

			~Mt. 6:33

			The first phrase in that verse is what pointed me toward the pathway this book follows. Along the way, there were four aspects I saw as foundational to my postulations:

			
					Seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness are not two separate things. They are distinct pursuits toward the same goal. 

					What does seek mean?

					What does kingdom mean?

					What does righteousness mean? “We are to discipline ourselves to ‘seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.’ This focus must take precedence over absolutely everything. We must never allow anything, whether deed or desire, to have that place of central importance,”



			

			~Richard Foster, Freedom of Simplicity

			Harper & Row, 1981

			To live in obedience to the charge of that text requires consideration for each of those points. I see no way of placing Jesus’ directive at the top of my “to do” list without some extensive pondering.

			I began my Kingdom quest (in earnest) some forty-five years ago. Strong’s Bible Concordance provides some basic trail markers I came across in my sojourn: 

			

			
					
Seek: To worship; to desire, endeavor, enquire (for or about).

					
Kingdom: A realm of royalty. From a word meaning a foundation of power; a sovereign king or kingship.

					
Righteousness: Equity (of character or act); holy, just. From a word meaning right or just (in principle, decision or its execution). 

			

			The initial question, Why Worship? is rooted in my personal quest to establish Matthew 6:33 as first and foremost in my life. I’m still following that trail.

			My first step as a disciple is to constantly be learning from Jesus how to live in the Kingdom of God now—my real life, the one I am living. Not just in church or on “religious” occasions. That is what he meant by saying, “Seek above all the Kingdom of God and his kind of righteousness.” (They, of course, are inseparable.) 

			~Dallas Willard, The Great Omission

			Harper One, 2006

			Here’s the essence of that quest, in seed form:

			The fruits of anything living come directly from its roots. Before it can manifest, it must first have a motivational dynamic that activates (births) it. The conception (the why) must exist prior to the reality being formed, expressed, and experienced.

			Without addressing the whys, all the other aspects (manifestations) of worship are theologically random. That doesn’t mean that they aren’t important—they certainly are—but only in a subordinate sense. The context of a subject provides a container for the content, from which all other inner-related topics can be considered, articulated, and implemented. In that sense, this book is the context-container for the why content.

			Thus, my primary purpose is to focus on five specific whys of worship intentionally and purposefully, with the following verse in mind:

			“There is a river whose *streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High,”

			~Ps. 46:4

			*One river with multiple streams. 

		

	
		
			

			Where the Water Is

			~Ps. 65:9

			If the well where you drink runs dry

			And you don’t know how or why

			Come to where the water is 

			If you’re lost in a barren land  

			And all you can see is sand   

			Come to where the water is

			And God will bless you beyond measure

			He’s concerned about your welfare 

			Out of your innermost being   

			Living what will flow like a fountain  

			If you’ll just come, come to where the water is

			If the well where you drink runs dry    

			And all you can do is cry     

			Come to where the water is    

			If you’re trapped in the wilderness     

			You’re still a child of His  

			(Come on) Come to where the water is

			The stream of the Lord is full (Repeat)

			~W. Berry, See & Say Songs, BMI

		

	
		
			

			Disclaimer

			As you read through this sacrificial offering (Rom. 12:1 and Col. 3:17), you’ll likely notice several verses and passages from Scripture are repeated. That’s not an oversight that took place during the editing process. It’s been done on purpose. I used a sort of intentional redundancy as I was developing the overall work. Over the years of my sojourn up to Zion (see Ps. 84:5–7), I’ve noticed that many so-called followers of Christ have disregarded several principles, precepts, and practices presented in the Word. These aspects no longer seem of fundamental worth, having been relegated to the wayside as mere footnotes in a faith-walk. A lack of ethical kingdom consecration and disciplined obedience has made fulfilling the Ministry of Reconciliation as Ambassadors for Christ seem unnecessary, virtually impossible, or both (see 2 Cor. 5:18–21). I’ve tried to line up my life as a witness for Jesus, with my declaration(s) of what I understand and believe Biblical spirituality to be. This project is intended as a testimonial in the process of being conformed into the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29), my Lord and Savior—to the glory of the Father, through the Presence, power, and purpose of the Holy Ghost. (See Acts 1:8.)

			Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

			~Psalm 19:14

		

	
		
			

			Pre-Introduction

			And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

			~Mt.13:52 ESV

			This book contains treasures, both old and new. It’s an assortment of Scriptural renderings, insightful (and impactful) quotes, instructive directives, and prophetic insights—past, present, and future. Think of the pages as shelves in a general store. Perhaps you’ll find things herewith that you’ve been seeking, or that you didn’t even know you were looking for.

			He said, “Then you see how every student well-trained in God’s kingdom is like the owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old or new, exactly when you need it.”

			~Mt.13:52 The Message Bible

		

	
		
			

			Introduction

			This work is rooted in a blog post that I drafted in April of 2010. It was inspired by a song I’d heard almost twenty years prior. The lyrics reminded me of a 1952 book by J.B. Phillips, which in chain rection form, led to my blog post. I’ve since been traveling along a pathway that began some seventy-three years ago (see Ps. 84:5–7). 

			Here’s the original blog entry:

			Thursday, April 1, 2010

			Some 15+ years ago, I came across a wonderful song by Lynn DeShazo entitled “Be Magnified.” The opening line drove me to my knees.

			“I have made You too small in my eyes. Oh Lord, forgive me.”

			That phrase lined up in my memory with a book I’d read several years prior to hearing Lynn’s song. It was titled Your God Is Too Small, written by J.B. Phillips. Such a concept is humbling to consider.

			The idea of viewing God from a narrowed, and shallow perspective can create a seemingly insurmountable problem for saints both individually as well as corporately. Such a limited vista of God and His kingdom has stifled believers and derailed numbers of fellowships over the years.

			There are several things that can cause one’s perspective to turn inwardly myopic. Addressing them would take far more time and consideration than is appropriate in a format such as this one. So, for now, I’ll only comment on one in particular which tends to try and squeeze God into our little boxes of belief. In specific, I’m speaking of our worship theology or lack thereof—the study of why we believe as we do about matters related to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The stuff of God’s kingdom.

			“Without a solid foundational theology, worship becomes an exercise in self-expression.” 

			~Timothy Pierce, Enthroned on Our Praise

			B&H Academic, 2008

			Here’s what I see taking place within our churches in the U. S. and throughout the nations-at-large. In the process of going contemporary we’ve learned the how and what of worship well, but we’ve discarded much of the why. In other words, we’ve figured out how worship should manifest in our congregations, and we know what to do to (seemingly) make that happen—but we no longer give much thought to why we worship.

			In essence we’ve allowed our “too small” view of God to restrict our ability to reach out beyond ourselves and our limited and temporal understanding of Him. In doing so, we are (in a sense) restraining the Lord’s ability to increase within and among us. The end result of such a process is that much of the mystery of the kingdom and the world of wonder(s) that life in the Spirit affords has been diminished.

			We need a bigger God than the one we currently worship. So, for the sake of enlargement consider the following passage from Scripture:

			He spreads the skies over unformed space, hangs the earth out in empty space. He pours water into cumulus cloud-bags and the bags don’t burst. He makes the moon wax and wane, putting it through its phases. He draws the horizon out over the ocean, sets a boundary between light and darkness. The thunder crashes and rumbles in the skies. Listen! It’s God raising his voice! By his power he stills sea storms, by his wisdom he tames sea monsters. With one breath he clears the sky, with one finger he crushes the sea serpent. And this is only the beginning, a mere whisper of his rule. 

			~Job 26:5–14 MSG, emphasis added

			The process of pursuing (seeking after) God’s kingdom and His righteousness is varied and wide-ranging. In my own journey, I came across a particular verse that sheds light on one way of seeking that’s well worth pondering. Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him,” (KJV).

			In looking at Strong’s Bible Concordance, the word seek in this verse isn’t the same as in Matthew 6:33. In Hebrews 11:6, it means to search out, investigate, crave, demand, worship, and to do so diligently. This definition is more nuanced than the text in Matthew, where seek means to worship, plot, desire, endeavor, and enquire (for or about). These two definitions are compatible, but they are not the same. I consider them to be distinct in their meanings and applications.

			The Hebrews 11:6 application carries a little more weight and provides a little more insight into the process of seeking. But there’s another aspect to this verse that’s unique in and of itself. The word diligently is the exact same word as seek, with the exact same definition. Therefore, the verse could read, a rewarder of those that seek (and keep seeking) or, a rewarder of those who are doubly diligent in their seeking. 

			When I combined the directive of Jesus to seek in Matthew 6:33, with the Hebrews 11:6 text, it appeared that the faith component it mentions—combined with the application of being doubly diligent—offers an extra incentive as a reward of some sort. What that reward is, or how (or when) it is received, I do not know. However, that’s how those two narratives seem to be linked together. 

			Everything I’ve stated thus far provides the context for the content of what’s to follow. Whatever the reward is, I’m committed toward securing it. However, I’m not after that as a sort of prize for my efforts. Rather, my pursuits are based on following the Hebrew 11:6 directive.

			“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him,”

			~Col. 3:17

			I’ve spent the last forty-five years pondering, processing and practicing what Jesus said/says is to be the #1 Priority for all those who consider themselves to be his followers. 

			“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…” 

			~Mt. 6:33

			In the last five years or so, I’ve noticed something regarding the subject of worship. Much of our theology, rhetoric, preaching, teaching, commentary, printed material, and podcasts address the who, what, how, where, and when of it, but far less attention is given to the whys. That observation is what birthed this book. In what follows, I’m not considering worship from a wide-ranging broad-based religious perspective. My target is much narrower. What I’m aiming at is two-fold:

			
					Why did God create the concept of worship in the first place?

					Why do Christians worship?

			

			Biblically speaking, there is a plethora of reasons that could be used to answer these two questions. I’ve chosen to offer only five in specific. Why so? Because that’s what the Holy Ghost directed me to do.

			

			“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him,”

			~Heb.11:6

			This is part of my due diligence…

		

	
		
			

			Part One

			The First Commandment

			Thou shalt have no other gods *before me.

			~Deuteronomy 5:7

			*The marginal notes in the NASB use the word besides instead of before.

			This verse provides the foundational context regarding why we worship—what our purpose is or should be. It is, after all, the first Commandment presented in Scripture, and given to humankind. The essence of God-worship is clearly stated in that narrative. Jehovah was/is being intentional about placing worship as Priority #1 in the Old Testament. In turn, we should be equally intentional as to why we are to worship. 

		

	
		
			

			No Other God

			~Deut. 5:7

			No other god can claim the place You hold in my heart

			No other god can speak the words of life to my soul

			CHORUS:

			All the praise I have, I offer up to Thee

			In worship of the Most High God

			In worship of the Most High God  

			In worship of the Most High God

			No other god can break the bond You hold to my heart

			No other god can sweep away the night’s dark glow

			BRIDGE: 

			You are holy, and worthy of all praise 

			You are righteous, and just in all Your ways

			You are faithful, compassionate and true 

			God Almighty, I give myself to You

			~W. Berry, See & Say Songs, BMI

			

			Right here at the top, I’ll address what I believe is the fundamental why related to the topic of worship. 

			The bedrock rooting of Deuteronomy 5:7 is worship. It has to do with not only obeying the command from the Creator of life itself, but also the why—because He said so. In addition, a basic understanding of how such worship is to be done is necessary, to be able to follow through with yielding to the charge expressed in the text. I believe that the how is directly linked to the principle, process, and practice of consecration. What follows is my exposition on that topic.

			The Precept, Process, and Practice of Consecration

			Some twenty-plus years ago, I had the honor of studying under the direction of Professor Robert Weber through the Institute for Worship Studies (IWS). As a student I picked up a teaching tool from him that has served me well over the years. Often in his classes, he used what he called a “working definition” when he wanted his students to focus in on a certain word or topic. Here’s how it worked:

			He would explain to the class that he wanted everyone to consider his “working definition” as a point of agreement in terms of understanding or belief. He didn’t care if the students had a different idea of their own (in terms of meaning), nor did he necessarily intend for them to believe as he did.

			However, for the sake of a unified understanding, he expected the students to accept his “working definition” to move everyone along together as he taught. Following that precedent, here’s my “working definition” for consecration:

			Consecration is the setting apart of any person, place, or thing for acts of holy service.

			The ponderings to follow will all be unpacked out of that definition. 

			

			The first thing I have to say about how the process of consecration works is that we must begin by determining what acts of holy service are. Why? Because you cannot consecrate acts of unholy service. Doing so would be a contradiction in terms. I suppose you could approach this by saying that you’d first have to determine what unholy acts are, and then not do them. Otherwise, the very act of consecration would be compromised. 

			Are you tracking what I’m saying here? 

			If not, perhaps you should allow yourself a little pondering space while you re-read what I’ve just said. Having a grasp on this first point will have a direct bearing on what follows in this chapter.

			The best example of consecration from a personal point of view would be what takes place when someone surrenders their life to Christ by accepting Him as Savior. When that happens, almost everyone who comes to salvation prays a prayer which basically says something like, “I give my life to you, Lord.” They then receive reconciliation through their act of consecration (2 Cor. 5:17–21). Even if they’re never heard the word or understood the concept, what they have done is to set themself apart for holy service to God, through Christ’s Spirit, which is exactly what it means to be consecrated. (Also see Rom. 12:1 in The Message Bible, and Col. 3:17.)

			However, that formative first step of consecration isn’t all there is to living a consecrated life (or lifestyle). Step one leads you through the doorway into God’s kingdom, but it doesn’t grow you up into it. There are many more steps ahead we are called to take regarding consecration before we reach a level of spiritual maturity in matters of service unto our Lord. 

			I’m going to continue unpacking an understanding about this process. But, for the sake of clarity, I need to consider an aspect of how Biblical language can sometimes be confusing.
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