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When the rain began to fall Billy wasn’t too worried even though his mom and dad were both in the city leaving him alone in the house. They’d told him he was big enough to stay home alone while they made the twelve mile trip from the old farm house to the grocery store in town. He’d felt very proud of himself. Then the television began to show him some really scary things.

That was yesterday morning.

When mom and dad left he’d done what every kid does when they are left alone for the first time. He’d turned on the television louder than his mother ever would have allowed and he’d dug into the junk food in the kitchen. He was talking to his best friend Brandon via Instant Messenger when the TV began to make that stupid Emergency Broadcast noise.

“Damnit!” Billy said and giggled because he could swear out loud without having to worry that his mom would hear him. It never occurred to him that his parents might have wired a camera to keep an eye on him.
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