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THE WHITBY SAUROPOD
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Around 176 million years ago – in what's known as the Middle Jurassic period of Earth's pre-history – a sauropod died on a patch of land that's now known as Whitby in North Yorkshire.

With their distinctive long necks and tails, these plant-eating dinosaurs could be up to 35m long and thrived for many millions of years. They were among the many species of dinosaurs that inhabited the land now known as Great Britain.

In the late 20th century, a sauropod backbone became one of the oldest dinosaur fossils yet discovered in the country. This find serves as yet more proof that the area was once home to a diverse range of dinosaurs.
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BOXGROVE MAN
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Early humans are believed to have migrated out of Africa around 2 million years ago. We can't be sure exactly when these people first reached Britain, but the oldest human fossils ever discovered in the country date from roughly 480,000 years ago.

Boxgrove Man was found in Sussex in the early 1990s. He was likely a hunter, using stone tools to kill animals such as deer and horses. In total, three bone fragments were discovered: part of a shin-bone as well as two teeth.

Marks on the human bones suggest that he met a violent end, killed and eaten either by animals or by other humans.

See also: Lindow Man, a preserved bog body from around 2 BC to 119 AD.
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BRUTUS OF TROY
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According to legend, this Trojan warrior is said to have founded Britain after exploring the world for many years.

After witnessing a vision of his destiny, Brutus named the place after himself (Britain) and populated it with his descendants. In the process he had to fight a race of giants who'd been living here. Eventually, upon his death, Brutus is said to have divided the land between his three sons: Locrinus ruled England, Albanactus ruled Scotland and Kamber took what is now Wales.

Most historians agree that the tale of Brutus is entirely fictional.

See also: Corineaus, an ally of Brutus who supposedly founded Cornwall, and in the process fought the native giant Gogmagog.
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WHOEVER BUILT STONEHENGE
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One of the most recognisable places in the world, Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument located on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire.

Arguments have been raging for many years over the question of who built Stonehenge and why, but the site seems to have been developed over more than a thousand years between 3,000 and 2,000 BC. As time went on, Stonehenge was probably adapted by different groups for a variety of purposes.

The site is often linked to the druids, although this is far from certain. A powerful priestly class in pre-Roman Britain, the druids left no records of their culture. They must have been important, though, because the Romans later went to great lengths to exterminate them.
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DIVIACUS,
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AKA DIVITIACUS

King of a Belgic tribe known as the Suessiones, Diviacus is believed to have eventually spread his empire as far north as the island now known as Britain.

Very little is known about this king, but Julius Caesar wrote that he and his people were for many years one of the dominant forces across all of Europe.

Assuming that Diviacus spent at least part of his time in Britain, he emerges from the mists of time as the earliest known historical named figure who lived here. In other words, he's the earliest British inhabitant for whom we actually have a name.
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BELI MAWR
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One of the earliest British tribal leaders, Beli Mawr (his name translates as Beli the Great) is believed to have been a powerful force in the country in the years leading up to the Roman invasion.

The story of Beli Mawr is a mix of fact and fiction. Some sources claim that he was distantly related to Mary, mother of Jesus, and he's generally considered to be a key figure in early Welsh mythology.

He's also believed to have been the father of a number of British tribal rulers who stood up to the Romans. He might even have fought against some of the early waves of invaders.

See also: Cassivellaunus, an anti-Roman figure believed to have been Beli Mawr's son.
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KING LUD
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This pre-Roman king is said to have been responsible for the construction of a number of cities. Most notably, he oversaw the rebuilding and strengthening of Trinovantum, which was subsequently renamed after him and became known as London.

His name was also used for the westernmost gate in London Wall, known now as Ludgate. This is said to be the location where he was buried. An ancient statue of Lud can still be seen today on Fleet Street.
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