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THE WORLD IS "SMART." Everything is connected, monitored, and optimized. If you think a thought, a targeted ad is already waiting for you. But in the Rust Zones—the places the corporations abandoned because there was no profit left—the Grid is dead. A twelve-year-old girl who has never seen a "functioning" screen. She lives in a world of scrap metal and silence. She doesn't have a "User ID." To the Big Wigs, she doesn't exist. Pip finds a hulking, rusted machine half-buried in a riverbed. It’s not sleek. It’s made of heavy iron and vacuum tubes. It doesn't have a wireless chip. It can’t "connect." It’s a closed loop. When Pip accidentally shocks it back to life with a hand-cranked generator, it doesn't try to sync to the cloud. It doesn't ask for logical data upstreaming.
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Chapter One: The Hand-Crank Prophet
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