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Part I – Beginnings

Chapter One – The Quiet Girl at Maplewood Elementary
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The first day of fourth grade smelled like chalk dust, floor wax, and new beginnings. The chatter of children filled the hallway of Maplewood Elementary as bright backpacks brushed against the walls. But in the far corner of Room 4B sat a quiet girl with chestnut hair and wide brown eyes, pretending to read while the world spun without her.

Her name was Zoey Taylor, and she hated being the new girl.
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