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​Introduction

Ministry and service are gifts from
God. The ministries are multifaceted and sometimes complex. The
Ministry Guides Series is designed to offer information that will
strengthen, enlighten, and encourage those involved in Christian
ministry.

In this publication

In this book, we will bring clarity to
the roles of prophets, the functionality of prophetic ministry, and
the expressions of the prophetic gift. This study is comprised of 5
distinct works on the prophetic office and gift:

1) The Forming of the Prophet: The
Preparation of the Prophet and Prophetic Minister for Ministry and
Service

2) If They Be Prophets: An Examination
of the Prophetic Office and Gift

3) The Prophetic Mantle: The Gift of
Prophecy and Prophetic Operations in the Church Today

4) Prophetic Clarity: Exploring
Questions & Answers for the Prophetic Office and
Gift

5) The Molding of the Prophetic Person:
The Preparation of the Prophetic Person for Ministry and
Service

It is our prayer that a greater
understanding and appreciation for the prophetic gift and ministry
will be achieved.

​ *****



​Book 1 – The Forming of
the Prophet: The Preparation of the Prophet and Prophetic Minister
for Ministry and Service



​Introduction

Ministry and service in the kingdom of
God is a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to
serve for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However,
we must remember that there are personal preparations that God
requires for service.

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is
designed to help believers recognize and apply the personal
preparation that God implements for those called to minister and to
serve. It is our prayer that the minister and the laymen will
respond to God’s personal preparations for ministry and
service.

In this Publication

The prophet’s ministry comes with
responsibility, authority, and power. In order for an individual to
operate effectively in this ministry, his/her character has to be
solid. Therefore, God will take the prophet through tests, trials,
and temptations in order to prepare them for ministry.

The training of a prophet is sometimes
painful. God will deal with every area in his life to prepare him
for service. Those called to the prophetic office should understand
that preparation for ministry is in character, not solely in the
development of spiritual gifts. In this book, we will discuss how
God builds the prophet and prophetic minister for
ministry.



​Chapter 1-
Crushing of the Prophet:

The Potter’s Wheel

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during a
time of great rebellion and sin against God. Prophetically, the
Lord compared his dealing with Judah to a potter working on a
wheel.

The word which came to Jeremiah from
the Lord, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and
there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the
potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And
the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the
potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the
potter to make it. (Jeremiah 18:1-4)

The Potter’s Decision

Jeremiah saw the potter making a vessel
that seemed good in his eyes. God does this with the prophet. The
prophet cannot decide what ‘type’ of prophet he will be. This is
God’s decision alone. His whole life becomes a prophetic example to
the world.

Therefore, God will allow trials and
sufferings as a part of the prophet’s training and discipline.
These are designed to produce humility in the prophet. God will
build the prophet up only to break him down again so that the
prophet knows that he is God’s vessel and no longer his
own.

The Prophet’s Predicament

In Jeremiah’s description of the
potter, it was the potter who marred the vessel. Most prophets have
stories of great affliction and pain. It seems that God will allow
them to be forsaken, ostracized, misunderstood, experience health
problems, and the like in order to break down the mentality of the
prophet.

This is so God can build the prophet
again into a vessel that will serve in holiness, power, and
integrity.

Jeremiah saw the potter working on a
solitary vessel. This implies that prophets will go through times
of separation from their peers and other personalities as God makes
them. God calls prophets to a greater level of self-death than
others, so that His mind and heart will be communicated without
personal biases or influences from the prophet.

In addition, God’s training and
crushing of the prophet continues throughout the life of the
prophet to preserve him from personal sin and rebellion; that the
word of the Lord from him will remain pure and
untainted.



​Chapter 2 -
Reverence of the Prophet:

Isaiah’s Vision

Isaiah’s call to a greater prophetic
ministry was inaugurated with the reception of a vision of the
Lord. While in the Temple, God revealed His glory to
him.

The Lord’s Glory

Isaiah saw the Lord upon His throne and
His glory filling the Temple. He beheld the seraphim who cried out
because of the Lord’s holiness. Upon seeing these things, Isaiah
realized God’s greatness and his own sinfulness.

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am
undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts. (Isaiah 6:5)

When God prepares the prophet for
service, the prophet will be confronted with God’s greatness. This
is to produce in the prophet an unwavering reverence and fear for
the Lord. In turn, the prophet will execute his ministry
understanding the greatness of the One whom he
represents.

Prophets will minister powerful
messages from the Lord. Except the prophet respects God and
understands his relationship to the Lord, the prophet will exalt
his ministry above the God that called him.

The Prophet’s Self-Awareness

When Isaiah saw God’s glory, he
realized his own sinfulness and that he could not glory in himself.
The prophet today will experience a similar encounter with the
Lord.

Without a proper reverence for the
Lord, the prophet may become disobedient or mishandle the prophetic
ministry.

Thus, God will reveal His glory so that
the prophet may fear. Prophetic ministry produces fear and respect
for the prophet. However, the prophet has to understand that God
will not share His glory.

I am the Lord: that is my name: and my
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven
images. (Isaiah 42:8)

God reveals His glory so that the
prophet will challenge the Body of Christ to reverence God. God
uses men and women, but they are not to be equated with God, or be
feared as God. God repeatedly declares His supremacy over men in
the scriptures.

When God’s process of developing
reverence in the prophet is complete, the prophet will endeavor to
turn the people’s attention to God and not themselves as they
minister.



​Chapter 3 - Building
of the Prophet:

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

God develops humility and reverence in
the prophet to build them into profitable servants. There are
general characteristics that every prophet possesses as a result of
the Lord’s building process.

The image that Nebuchadnezzar saw gives
a clear illustration of how God builds the prophet.

This image's head was of fine gold, his
breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,
His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of
clay.

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of
iron and clay and brake them to pieces. (Daniel 2:32-34)

Spiritual Maturity

Head of Gold. The head of gold reflects
the wisdom, knowledge, understanding, and revelation that God gives
the prophet.

As gold is tried in the fire, so God
will instruct, rebuke, and discipline the prophet in knowledge of
His ways, statutes, and Word.

For thou preventest him with the
blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his
head. (Psalms 21:3)

Motivation

Breast and Arms of Silver. The breast
and arms of silver reflects the prophet’s motivation for ministry.
The breast (chest) is the place where the heart is, and the arms
represent what the prophet will reach and strive for. Thus, as
silver is purified, God builds the prophet to have proper motives
in ministry.

For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou
hast tried us, as silver is tried. (Psalm 66:10)

Resolve

Belly and Thighs of Brass. The belly
and thighs of brass reflects the prophet’s resolve and stamina in
ministry. The prophet has to have his fleshly desires under control
(represented by the stomach) and walk upright before the Lord
(represented by the thighs). The prophet is built to endure test
and attacks, remaining faithful to the Lord and
ministry.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
(I Corinthians 15:58)

Authority

Feet of Iron and Clay. The feet of iron
and clay reflect the prophet’s authority in ministry. The iron
represents the strength and authority of the Word that he will
carry.

The clay speaks of the prophet’s
humility while operating in great authority. The prophet must
possess authority and humility as he performs his
ministry.

For thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast
put all things under his feet. (Psalms 8:5-6)

Submission

Stone Made Without Hands. At the end of
the dream, a stone came and brake the image in pieces. We know that
the stone was a representation of Christ. This reflects the
prophet’s submission to Christ in ministry. No matter how great God
makes a prophet, he has to remember that if he exalts himself, God
will bring him down.

And whosoever shall exalt himself shall
be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.
(Matthew 23:12)

The greatness that a prophet has comes
from God. The prophet has to walk in the knowledge that before
Christ, his gifts, calling, and ministry mean nothing.

Whosoever shall fall upon that stone
shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him
to powder. (Luke 20:18)

God crushes, produces reverence, and
builds the prophet so that the prophet will have character
conducive to facilitating pure and powerful prophetic
ministry.



​Chapter 4 - The
Prophet’s Character (1):

The Way of Love

Prophets speak for God, who is love.
Regardless of the message delivered, the prophet’s motivation for
ministry has to be love. Love should be the foundation for the
prophet’s character. Love brings balance to the prophets as they
deliver messages of rebuke and correction.

The Foundation of Love

I Corinthians 13 gives us a list of the
attributes of love. Fifteen traits are listed. Wherever the word
“love” is, replace it with “a prophet.” If prophets speak the heart
of God, the heart of God must be in them.

Love is patient; love is kind. It does
not envy; it does not boast; it is not proud. It is not rude; it is
not self-seeking; it is not easily angered; it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails. (I Corinthians 13:4-8a NASV)

Patient. Prophets have to be patient.
Patience has to govern them as they wait to see the Church act on
what God reveals to them. The prophet has the responsibility to
deliver the word. he hearer has the task of carrying it
out.

Prophets have to be patient with
pastors and others as they follow the word spoken by them. The
prophet may not know the timing that God has for a particular
word.

And the servant of the Lord must not
strive; but gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient. (II Timothy
2:24)

Kind. Prophets have to be nice people.
Because they sometimes will speak rebuke and correction, it is no
excuse for them to be overbearing and rude. They have to behave as
recipients of the grace and compassion of God.

Not envious. Prophets must resist the
desire to compete. They should not be envious of another’s ministry
or position. Envy opens up the prophet to demonic influence in his
life. James states that envy leads to evil.

For where envying and strife is, there
is confusion and every evil work. (James 3:16)

Envying causes prophets to covet power
and position. They will, in turn, prophesy from their own opinions
and thoughts. This enables a stronghold of the enemy in their
lives.

Not boastful. Prophets hear from God
frequently. They have to guard themselves against bragging about
their relationship with God. God’s call to ministry is a call to
humility.

Prophets must not use their gifts as a
vehicle for promotion or honor. The true road to honor comes from
obedience and submission to God.

Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up. (James 4:10)

Not proud. Prophets must resist pride
at all costs. God gives them great authority in the Spirit realm.
However, they should not confuse their spiritual authority with
self-worth. The call to ministry is not a platform for
self-exaltation.

But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he
saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
(James 4:6)

Any prophet who operates in pride will
not have a fruitful ministry. God’s dealing with him will be
infrequent and miniscule. Prophets should remember that God resists
the proud.

Not rude. Prophets have to be courteous
in their actions. Ministry is not an excuse for rude behavior. Some
prophets blame their harsh statements and gestures on the Spirit.
Though rebuke and correction do not feel or sound nice, it must be
delivered out of a pure spirit.

Because prophets face rejection
regularly, some are vulnerable to expressing their bitterness and
hurt through ministry. Prophets are to avoid this at all
costs.

Not self-seeking. Prophets must not
regard or use their ministries as platforms for personal gain. They
prophesy out of obedience to God, not man. Any self-seeking prophet
walks in the way of Balaam, the false prophet, whom Balak asked to
curse Israel.

Prophets that are self-seeking will
become false prophets and share the same fate as he did. God
rebuked him and later killed him.

Which have forsaken the right way, and
are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who
loved the wages of unrighteousness; But was rebuked for his
iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness
of the prophet. (II 2:15-16)
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