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    Introduction


    Being a Christian Without Being an Idiot!


    (The Rise of the Neo-Believer)


    Hello, my fellow pilgrims, and welcome to my book.


    The purpose of this book is to provoke thought, introspection, and even meditation on its ideas. Its contents may take many of you by surprise. I hope so, anyway, because if you saw this coming then you are a prophet and certainly in no need of my insight. Then again, if you were a prophet you wouldn’t have had to buy this book in the first place, so I guess we can rule out that premise after all. But for you mere mortals I am not a theologian or intellectual—as anyone who has seen my show or watched me try to balance a checkbook can attest—nor am I a pastor, teacher, professor, or scholar. I am a comedian—a layman, a moron. I’m like you.


    I am also a follower of Jesus Christ, which defines the very core of my life. Because I am a Conservative as well, most of my social/cultural dogma comes from that “ilk of thought.” (I don’t know if that’s an actual coherent phrase, but it sounded clever and now that I’m an author I need as much cleverness as I can muster.) But if there is one thing I am sure of in my Christian walk, it’s the fact there are many things in my walk I’m not sure of. It was that simple but obvious revelation that jump-started this whole project. For instance, I always believed in the death penalty; yet, I am also an ardent pro-life advocate. I have performed for years at fundraisers for pregnancy resource centers and various pro-life events. One of the dynamics of many of these events was how ecumenical they were. There were often many Catholic priests attending even though the event was put on by Protestants. As a result, I found myself in conflict with many of my Catholic brethren, who were very much anti-death penalty.


    As I explored this, I came to the realization the reason I was pro-death penalty was because I always assumed that’s what the Bible taught. As I began to explore that notion, I found myself unable to discover exactly where this idea was located in the New Testament, which surprised me. You see, for me it was a foregone conclusion the death penalty was a “true” Christian position; only, I found that this position was a lot grayer than I realized. I took a personal stance on an extremely important position I assumed was true. That being said, while I still am in favor of the death penalty at this time (although the term “death penalty” sounds anti-Christian to my ears), I am now willing to examine my stance to see if it is biblically justified. Not only am I willing but as a true believer it is my DUTY!


    From this experience, I realized how many believers are making moral and spiritual decisions based on Christian “truths” they assume to be true, when in reality they have become true based on a TRADITION of a particular denomination or group. This has often played out in my own life.


    For instance, God uses me—and a very unorthodox communication scheme, comedy—to present a message. Even though I know this is my purpose, I have had to battle some Christians who felt my comedy style was distinctly “UN-Christian.” It was in these moments I most realized how Satan will use this “Assumed Truth” (that is, what style a comedian who is also a Christian is supposed to have) to undermine the work of God through fellow believers, who demand all fellow followers march to their cadence.


    It was because of my personal experiences I chose these eleven concepts to consider as a Christian. Are they really true or do we just believe them to be, even though there’s no biblical support for them? More importantly, how does the belief in their veracity affect nonbelievers if we’re wrong? Jesus said, “The truth shall set you free,” which, by implication, must mean, “The false will imprison you.” I, for one, am no longer willing to imprison the amazing grace and liberty my faith has given me to reach out to a world begging for authentic Christianity to save their terminally ill souls.


    I have carefully considered these ideas as well as lived many of them. Some of you reading this may disagree with some of my conclusions, and that I don’t mind, but if I have done nothing more than cause you to reevaluate what your faith means to you and in what shape it can come to you, then I have done my job. There is basically one overriding theme of this book and it’s the fact Christians are different from each other in our theology, denominations, and social interaction, and you know what? That’s AS IT SHOULD BE! The wider variety we come in, the more people we can reach! Christians on the “Assumed Truth” platform who historically have taken the position, “If you don’t all behave exactly like me, then you’re not really a Christian” have done, in my opinion, the greatest disservice to furthering the Gospel!


    The groundwork for this book lies on that one presupposition.


    I believe I’m where God wants me. After all, I couldn’t do the work He’s called me to do unless I’m where He wants me. He wants me on stage, and I believe this book was something God wanted me to write for a time such as this. God has decided to use the gift of comedy, which He gave me, to communicate to the unbelieving world, of that I am sure. It is my purpose. But I also believe God gave me an equally important message: to challenge fellow believers in the quality of their faith. Believe me, my friends, I don’t take that lightly. And, trust me, not a day goes by when I don’t recognize this message is perhaps more for me than you!


    But, again, I’m like you, whether you like it or not. I am taking the liberty to write this book just as I do comedy—aggressively and unapologetically! I do that, not because I don’t respect you, the reader, but because I do. If you’re a Christian then we are brethren and FAMILY should be able to be the most honest with each other. We have no time for anything less.


    We are at a place in our American history where the Christian worldview is mocked, ridiculed, and ignored. Though it is true there is a spiritual battle taking place with warriors who want to see this happen, I believe we have also brought much of this phenomenon on ourselves. This is not the time to be simply sweet and harmless and wonder why no one takes us seriously. The time of Stephen has passed. It’s time to start wearing camel’s hair coats, eating bugs, and tipping over tables! Not necessarily from a physical sense, mind you, but, and more importantly, from an intellectual place. It’s time to take our beliefs seriously and start cleaning house, and that cleaning begins in our own house first!


    It’s hard to be human. It’s harder yet being a Christian. It’s really hard being a Christian in a world so antagonistic to the way you see the world. It’s unbelievably hard being a Christian in a world that hates you while you’re battling other Christians who are constantly judging your life, motives, and the sincerity of your walk!


    So we need to take a second look at our attitudes toward other followers and our attitudes toward ideas that make nonbelievers think Christians are idiots. These are observations I’ve made over the years of things about us that make them turn and run—not toward Christ but away from Him. They are things many Christians believe are true—but they’re not! So, that being said, you are going to have to prepare yourself in the way you read this book, since it’s going to be a little different from others you have read from Christians.


    I am a comedian and as such have written the book in a format I hope is humorous as well as thought-provoking. What you won’t find are three verses to coincide with each statement I make. I have no particular training or credentials I can draw on in order to impress you. I am simply spewing forth my thoughts, concepts, and ideas, as if we were a couple of trusted friends talking together at lunch. Everything I know, or think I know, has come from two sources: (1) reading (the Bible and philosophical and apologetical literature) and (2) personal meditation (on God and ideas about Him). I asked trusted Christian associates to preview this book just to make sure there were no glaring heretical ideas promoted. If any heresy has skipped past these professionals, then I’m afraid it’s their fault and they are the ones who are going to hell!


    All kidding aside (like that’s ever gonna happen!), all mature believers eventually come to realize they have a specific God-given purpose in life. I am coming to realize reluctantly that mine appears to be to rattle some cages and question paradigms. I didn’t sign up for this assignment; it was given to me. I am literally called to be a missionary to America. Yet never in my entire life have I been afraid to be an unorthodox follower of Christ. Sure, I’ve taken some hits along the way, but that goes with the territory of being a Christian iconoclast. So I will just put on my thick skin and let the games begin!

  


  
    Satan Shoots Himself in the Hoof


    ASSUMED TRUTH 1: Satan causes most of the problems for Christians.


    Catholics are all going to hell! At least, that was the kind of “open-minded insight” into the Christian realm I was taught growing up in a small Protestant church in the Midwest. They just couldn’t reconcile how the idiosyncratic elements of some Catholics’ faith could possibly allow them to be legitimate “born-again” Christians.


    Yes, if self-righteousness were an art form, many Protestants’ work would be in the Guggenheim! For some reason, ever since Protestants broke away from the Catholics, we have felt it our duty to explain how obsessive some Catholics are with elements of their faith. After all, there’s nothing like a continuous family feud to make nonbelievers look upon us in envy, longing to be part of our “Good News.”


    Mary, for some reason, seems to be a major bone of contention with Protestants. Not that caring about Mary is necessarily idiosyncratic, it’s just that to Protestants, she has never achieved dashboard status. Then again, to a Protestant, the ultimate place of status on a car isn’t the dash anyways; it’s the bumper. Whoever the guy was who designed the plastic fish accessory is no doubt living high on the hog somewhere in Malibu, eating really expensive actual fish. Of course, the plastic fish image to a Protestant has taken on the role of Mary to the Catholic, being a “must-have” symbol of our faith; yet, somehow, we don’t consider it nearly as obsessive as theirs, fancy that!


    No, we still feel it’s our duty to find some flaw in the religious practices of our older sister, whom we divorced when Luther decided to announce to Christendom the emperor had no clothes. “Obsessive” really is the key word here. Why are there always certain people in every faith who have unique epiphanies that seem to pass the rest of us by? It’s like the people who get abducted by aliens, not just once but numerous times! I have never even seen a UFO, let alone had the privilege of being “probed” by a higher life form.


    Ironically, when you see these chosen few interviewed, you realize that if aliens chose THEM to study the human intellect, we as a species have been seriously underrepresented. Then again, if aliens are so smart, one would think they wouldn’t choose those who have chosen to live in the desert in a trailer as the best representation of humanity. Of course, there are those Catholics who constantly witness the mystical in the most unlikely places, who give Protestants pause. For example, take the phenomenal way some Catholics seem to see Mary everywhere, her likeness periodically popping up in the most unholy places.


    What’s especially intriguing about Mary is how innovative she is. I mean, nothing is going to confirm your legitimacy as a religious icon more nobly than to suddenly display your image—on a tortilla! But, since I believe Christianity is truly the religion of reason, we should never fear examining any unprecedented occurrence.


    For example, if this phenomenon is actually happening, I think there are two questions one must ask oneself: (1) logically speaking, since she’s in heaven, how is she getting down here? and (2) why is she spending time projecting her likeness on somebody’s screen door!? Not to mention if this phenomenon is possible, why aren’t any of the other saints pulling it off, if for no other reason than to break the monotony of eternity? I mean, since Moses didn’t even make it into the Promised Land, you’d think the least he could do is show up in a piece of toast somewhere in Sioux City, Iowa.


    In any case, I hope when I become perfected in heaven, one of my many new abilities will be a wiser use of my time. I especially don’t see me spending a lot of my time worrying about people down here. Sure, call me selfish, but when I finally get to heaven, I’m afraid you people are on your own! I mean, isn’t that supposed to be one of the perks of heaven? We finally get to leave Earth?


    If heaven is the ultimate place of perfection, what is it exactly I’m finding myself longing for down here, the climate? Of course, this brings up the question of IF departed saints are even ABLE to return to this much less appealing planet known as Earth. Does God really allow us to intervene in the land of the three-dimensional? If we could, don’t you think we would do it with a little more flair than just a barely recognizable silhouette? I mean, people down here who haven’t even reached perfected status yet are still able to slap together a few colors and brushstrokes, some of which have ended up on the Sistine Chapel. If a HUMAN can pull that off, I’m expecting a little more from the mother of GOD!


    Now, wait before accusing me of Catholic “bashing.” (By the way, the term “bashing” in the politically correct country we now find ourselves is generally a code word used by the true intellectual and ethical fascists of our society to authorize them to censor your point of view by associating your ideas with intolerance, bigotry, and racism without needing that annoying concept called evidence.)


    I actually find many parts of Catholicism to be very intriguing, especially in the area of standing for absolute moral standards, as well as the passion for integrating the mystical elements of Christ in their mass. I think Protestants could use a lot more of the holy awe of God in our services; I know I could. The truth is, if you believe Jesus is God and is the only way to salvation, then guess what? You’re a Christian! Let’s battle our doctrinal differences in heaven!


    For now Protestants and Catholics need each other as a united front against the real enemy of secular humanism! Every religion is fraught with the fringe or fanatical crowd who in their zeal to prove their allegiance always end up being embarrassing to the rest of us. Catholics aren’t exactly alone with these visionary appearances. Sure, some Catholics may see Mary everywhere, but some Protestants see SATAN everywhere! There is even a Christian television channel providing training so you can see Satan’s unique handiwork. You’ve heard ’em: “Help! Satan’s in my computer! Satan’s in my radio! Satan cost me my job!”


    I have a thought. Maybe your incompetence cost you your job!


    First of all, where in the New Testament do we see Satan ever possessing someone and then being cast out?


    For those of you who find research a tad too labor-intensive, I’ll tell you.


    NEVER!! We see demons cast out of people, but Satan’s nowhere to be found.


    Apparently, afflicting people with leprosy is beneath him. There is something about those oozing sores that are frankly a bit yucky even for Satan. Again, the first time we see Satan in the New Testament is when he appears to Jesus in a misguided attempt to seduce Him.


    Gee, isn’t this the same guy who, while living in the presence of God, decided he could claim equal authority with Him, thus getting his hind end thrown out of paradise? Then, when God comes to Earth he tries the same thing. This is the mental giant with whom we are doing daily battle?


    Not that I doubt Satan has real power. Anyone who has experienced serious pain in life knows just how evil Satan can be. I mean, pain exists because Satan exists. But remember, he fell first! Satan made the decision to tell God He was no longer necessary, thus bringing the need for God to judge him. Judgment comes to those who disobey the perfect standards God put into place. The punishment for disobedience is always painful.


    Then Satan, being evil, decided if he was going to burn, he was taking others with him. He tempts Adam and Eve, who fall, thus ending the perfect fellowship they had with their Creator and marking the beginning of pain and the need for a wardrobe, which apparently is the one upside women found in the Fall. Yeah, we’re gonna die but we get to wear ninety different pairs of shoes over our lifetime to get there!


    So, in observation, much of our pain apparently is a result of the behavioral choices stemming from the heart. Even death, the ultimate triumph of evil, came as a result of our choice to disobey God. In other words, humans were not designed to die—we just figured out how to do it!


    A follower’s relationship with and response to Satan is pretty well spelled out in the Gospel. We first see Satan in the New Testament trying his hand at tempting Christ to sin.


    Notice Satan is tempting, not possessing! Why? First, you don’t send a demon to do a devil’s job. He was going after God in the flesh. He knew he couldn’t fool Jesus about his involvement in this escapade, so he didn’t even try. He is just arrogant enough to think he could pull it off.


    But notice something closely: nowhere do we see Jesus battling Satan’s overwhelming supernatural power. There is no lightning being called down from heaven, no screaming demons clawing at his clothes, not even the arbitrary locust. Instead, we see Satan attempting to trip Jesus up by creating the opportunity for Jesus to decide to destroy Himself.


    Satan’s “style” (and I use that term loosely) hasn’t changed since the beginning. He approached Jesus on three human appetites. Let’s examine a couple to see what he was up to. First, he appealed to his physical needs: “Make these stones become bread.” Now, this was a legitimate test. Jesus was hungry, and hunger is good. Jesus had an actual physical need. His body needed nourishment.


    Forty days without food would leave anyone a little famished, except maybe a supermodel as long as she had a pack of Marlboro’s.


    Satan says, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” Where exactly is the temptation here? Jesus IS hungry. Jesus DOES want to eat. Jesus COULD turn stones to bread, and best of all, Jesus IS the Son of God!


    It seems as if Satan is really dealing with subtlety here.


    What kind of a statement is that—“If you are the Son of God”? It’s almost as if had Jesus done this simple miracle (“simple miracle” makes about as much sense as a “giant dwarf”), He would have in effect been trying to prove something to Satan. Satan knew exactly who Jesus was, yet he tried to get Him to jump through hoops as though He owed Satan something.


    This is the same reasoning people today use to not believe. If God is real, He has to heal my wife, get me out of this debt, and so on. God is under no obligation to do anything to or for us to prove anything! WE DO NOT DICTATE TO OUR CREATOR THE MEANS BY WHICH HE MUST VALIDATE HIMSELF TO US!! Yet equally important is the fact we don’t necessarily know what we need during trials.


    We would choose bread if we were hungry yet Jesus makes it clear what my body desires is irrelevant; I will wait until the Lord provides for me what I actually need. You see, this is a constant inconsistency with atheists. They don’t believe in God because there is evil in the world. Gee, by that logic, wouldn’t it mean God must exist because there is GOOD in the world?


    The biggest problem with atheists is they believe in God only if He behaves in the manner they have defined for Him, but in order for Him to be God, He would have to behave differently than any of us could truly grasp. I’ll talk about this more in depth (and then some!) later.


    God does it the way HE chooses, in HIS time, and in HIS way. The minute we are able to define the means by which God must behave, He has become subject to our whims and is no longer the omnipotent One. No matter how difficult it becomes for us to accept the ways God chooses to intervene in our lives at times, the maturity of a follower is shown in the understanding our sense of how this particular scenario should play out is irrelevant.


    We also see Jesus answered Satan with the phrase, “Man does not live on bread alone.” This is in reference to the manna from heaven God provided to the children of Israel. Jesus knew His Father would provide for Him in ways even He might not fully comprehend or anticipate. Of course, it might seem that being fully God AND man would mean that there is nothing He wouldn’t know. But wouldn’t it be better if there were times He relinquished some of His omniscience so as to be able to rightly say, “I know exactly what you’re struggling with, I’ve been there”? Jesus was willing and able to wait for God’s timing. He, unlike us, never felt the need to hurry God. He knew He would always get whatever He needed whenever He needed it: the key word here being “needed”—not “wanted.”


    The follower can’t have a fast-food mentality when it comes to the things of God. Once again, the curse of the Western Christian has taught us that to wait for God’s answer is a burden, not, as it should be seen, a relief. Jesus knew even the thing that is good for us is only good in God’s time.


    The second temptation was when Satan took Christ to the top of a building and declared, “Throw yourself off for it says in Scripture, ‘He will send angels to protect thee lest you bash your foot upon a stone.’ ” Jesus answered with the Word, “It is also written thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.” Interestingly, this foreshadows what Jesus would instruct his followers to include in the prayers they offer to the Father. The Lord’s Prayer literally says, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” I wonder if there might be the idea that God is not in the business of putting on a show. His powers of intervention in our lives are not designed to be a spectacle.


    Actually, during Jesus’s ministry he informed the freshly healed person to not tell anyone what had just happened. He could inform the priest in order to confirm God is here and moving but Jesus wasn’t seeking an audience by which he could have crowds of people swooning over his physical manifestations of God’s work, all the while waving his cloak around to “slay people in the spirit,” causing them to losing control of their faculties and faint as they hit the ground. Interestingly, when this alleged phenomenon is put on display, you will fortuitously discover the church has provided “catchers” to keep the person from bumping their head as they collapse as well as drape a cloth across a woman’s legs to protect her modesty.


    So let me get this straight. God is going to knock people out but doesn’t anticipate they could get injured on the way down and their lying there could also cause some men to stumble with the temptation of lust in examining a woman’s exposed legs. So either God didn’t think this through or a spectacle was exactly what the Lord wasn’t in the business of manufacturing. I’m guessing if God Almighty chose to engage in some form of communal outpouring of His spirit, which He is entirely free to do if He chooses, it wouldn’t look like a poor man’s version of a hypnosis show. But maybe that’s just me?


    Human challenges and trials are our daily spiritual workout to practice new behavior and to rehearse how we instantly respond to adversity, the one and only way we will ever learn how to renew our minds. As followers, we need to review our perception of trials. They are not purposeless burdens but the necessary means God has chosen to give us the opportunity to serve Him.


    This is why we can thank God when trials come our way because, when we see them as God trusting us to respond with His likeness, He is honoring us by His confidence in our maturity. Of course, who needs that kind of pressure? It’s easier to find a scapegoat to our un-Christ-like responses. The concept that demons are at the root of all our problems is the Christian’s journey into the wonderful world of “not my responsibility.” This idea has become so ingrained in the new American psyche, a destination so often traveled to, it should become our fifty-first state! Welcome, visitors, to the state of “It’s Not My Fault,” and please, before you leave, don’t forget to tour the capital city of “Blame Others for My Dysfunction.”


    We are Americans, for goodness sake. We think trials are when we can only afford one car. Tribulations are not being able to pray publicly before a football game. Wake up! Try being a Christian in North Korea or the Middle East. They have discovered the true meaning of being a follower. We pray for them because many are thrown in prison, many are enslaved, many are killed. Yet they continue to grow in faith and in numbers! See, that’s the secret: finding that nothing in your life matters more than Christ. Not comfort, not riches, nothing.


    When you become a Christian in China, you know exactly what the price is. If you are a follower in Sudan, you know exactly the cost you are going to be asked to pay. What is it exactly they experience we haven’t thus far? (You’re not going to want to hear this.…) PERSECUTION! We pray for them over here, as well we should, that they will be freed from their prisons and released from their tormentors, yet we are missing the point.


    WE ARE ALSO IN PRISON! The prison of consumer goods: we are enslaved to our comforts and desires. We look at the riches of this country and believe we must be blessed from God. Yet, Jesus was very specific in who would have the hardest time reaching heaven. NOT the persecuted, not even those who never heard His name. No, it is the RICH who will have the most difficult time making it!!


    Who lives in the richest nation on Earth? We do! Unless you are actually gnashing your teeth, foaming at the mouth, and being thrown into the occasional campfire, I don’t think Satan is the biggest obstacle in your life!


    Don’t get me wrong. Satan is real. Jesus said so. But Satan’s true strength is deception. I mean, look at Adam and Eve in the garden. When we read this story, nowhere do we see God warning them about Satan. I mean, they didn’t even know of his existence! Their only warning was from God: “Do not eat of this tree.” God put the responsibility on them. He knew Satan was there. He even knew he was going to try to deceive them. Yet God only focused on one thing: “Are you going to obey me?” No excuses!


    Again, it’s as if Satan’s only role is to provide the opportunity for us to disobey. We do the choosing. Of course, it’s important to be aware of Satan’s work in the world and especially in our own lives. But just as our definition of who God is colors how we worship Him, the same can be said for a healthy or unhealthy way of viewing Satan.


    The bottom line is Satan is real, but he’s overrated. I mean, look at the powers we ascribe to him. We consider him to be the ultimate evil guy. No one is more wicked or devious, and yet, no one has ever actually seen him! But we’ve all seen pictures and if you’ve seen a picture of Satan, you can see why he’s lying low!


    I mean, if your job was to be the ultimate scourge on humanity, sneaking around among us without detection, wouldn’t you have chosen a less obvious costume by now?! Seems to me, if you’re trying to be inconspicuous, maybe you shouldn’t be completely RED, for example! Maybe you should stop carrying a pitchfork for no apparent reason, and, for crying out loud, Satan, put on some pants! In every picture of Satan, he’s never wearing pants! Just how intimidating can a pantless red guy be!?


    Even worse, while some Christians are always looking for the latest place Satan means to rear his horny head, they never see it as a spiritual battle involving obedience. If they have a problem with something in our culture, the response seems to be threefold. First, to fear it, then condemn it, and then try to ban it!! Tell me, when in our history did banning anything ever result in a positive outcome? I mean, we banned alcohol once. Boy, did that work like a charm!


    Yeah, you couldn’t find a drink at all in the Roaring Twenties!! Just ask Al Capone!


    Nope, they just keep trying to ban stuff. Just look at the people who want to ban guns. I’m not saying we shouldn’t look at or consider problems of violence in our society, but what bothers me is some think banning something will make the specific problem go away. The problem is never the object to be banned; it’s always the problem of the human heart!


    Banning is a cover for the fact the secular mind cannot find solutions to society’s problems and doesn’t know what to do about it. It’s so pathetically simplistic, it’s laughable. Let me get this straight: ban guns and suddenly everyone will be nice to each other?! If banning is that effective, why not just cut to the chase? I know, let’s ban crime!! Sure, I can see the crooks now: “Well, I was going to shoot that guy, but apparently it’s ‘illegal’ now. Guess I’ll have to turn to a life of labor.” Here, let me take a moment to spoon-feed a little common sense to any progressive ideologues who may accidentally be reading this book.


    Guns don’t kill people—bullets kill people! If there is a bullet in a gun, someone put it there. If someone put it there, he did it on purpose. If he did it on purpose, it means he made a choice. If he made a choice, it’s because he has reason. If he has reason, it means he’s autonomous. If he’s autonomous, it means he can choose between right and wrong. If he pointed the gun at someone and pulled the trigger, it means he meant to! If he meant to, that means he knew what he was doing and what would happen after he did. It’s HIS fault! That is so obvious, it would take an “intellectual” like a tenured professor from Berkeley to be unable to follow the logic.


    Notice how our secular society has begun to mirror the original sin in that everyone who committed sin in the garden blamed someone else! Sound familiar? The only one who had the guts to take responsibility for his actions was SATAN! He enjoys watching us in pain and like a serial arsonist, he loves to watch his handiwork burn!


    You see, a believer is always sensitive to what is going to be the most effective way to represent Christ. Take, for instance, the entire flap over the Harry Potter books a while back, with the claims they were teaching kids about sorcery and magic, and the like. I’m not even going to comment on the fact the greatest Christian apologist of the twentieth century, C. S. Lewis, used these same concepts to create the Narnia books. (Actually, I guess I did just comment on it!)


    I wonder if the churches in New Mexico and Ohio took that into consideration when they had their Harry Potter book-burning extravaganzas. They engaged in book burning, for crying out loud. Gee, I wonder why that hasn’t caught on with more churches, considering all the nonbelievers who flocked to their doors after this paranoid display. Nothing I can think of is more productive in bringing nonbelievers through the church door than a good old-fashioned book burning!


    You know, next time you consider this method, you need to really think it through a bit. Any methodology Christians use to present their belief system to the world is supposed to draw people to the cross, not send them fleeing in horror. I think a good rule of thumb is, if HITLER tried it, you may want to go another direction! The fear of some Christians that their kids are going to be negatively impacted by elements of our culture actually is a higher indictment of the fact so few parents are able or willing to take the time to teach their kids about the Christian worldview.


    How about this for an option? Read Harry Potter with your kids and afterward discuss the difference between what this story means and what we as followers of Jesus believe! This way, when our kids go to school, where everyone they know has read the books, they will be able to articulate their worldview rationally and intelligently. What a concept. Oh, well, just call me a dreamer.


    Although that would have sure helped me when I was growing up. When I was a kid, I was taught that one of Satan’s most evil tricks was—are you ready?!—BACKWARD MASKING!!! If you don’t know what that is, it’s the belief there were messages in rock and roll records you could only hear if they were played backward!


    Just how do you expect anyone else to take your faith seriously, when you are serious about this nonsense? Let’s try something innovative and use our minds for a second.


    Simply put yourself in a nonbeliever’s shoes. First, you hear about this great faith of love and compassion, then you hear, “Yes, if you take certain rock and roll records and you play them backward…”—as so many of us tend to do?


    I’m sorry, but if you’re starting to play your records backward, perhaps you deserve to hear a message from Satan! He’s probably just giving instructions: “IT’S GOING THE WRONG WAY! CAN I BORROW YOUR PANTS?!”
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