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    To those who are dedicated to following God no matter what and to Pam.

      

    


In this study in Jeremiah, all scripture is from the King James Bible, and all commentary references are from Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  The study is my understanding by God’s guidance of what this book says to us as Christians today.
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Chapter 1
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Jeremiah 1:1 says, The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:  We first have Jeremiah identified as the son of Hilkiah, who was of the priests of Anathoth.  As a part of a priestly family, Jeremiah had been authorized and appointed to teach the people of Israel as Matthew Henry states it, but God added to that authority.  As followers of Christ, we are a part of the priesthood of believers and are appointed to share the gospel with everyone, but some are called for a more specific purpose in sharing the gospel, such as pastors and evangelists.  Verse two adds, To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.  We are then told that the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, and when this was historically.  If we are going to proclaim God's word today as Christians, we must first make sure that what we proclaim has come from God, and if it is from God, it will be consistent with His written word, the Bible, and will point people to Christ and will glorify God.  Matthew Henry says that with Josiah, a young king and Jeremiah a young prophet working together that we would have expected the people of Israel to reform, but they didn't.  Verse three continues, It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.  Jeremiah continued to prophesy through the reigns of two more kings, unto the carrying away of Judah.  Matthew Henry points out that Jeremiah continued to prophesy after that, but at that point many of His prophesies were fulfilled.  Even if we see the prophesies of God being fulfilled today, we are still to witness for Christ.  Verse four declares, Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  Then verse five adds, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.  God told Jeremiah that even before his conception that God had a purpose for him.  God said Jeremiah was sanctified and ordained a prophet even before he was born.  I believe that God has a purpose for each individual born today, but most will never fulfill His purpose because they refuse to accept His authority.  We can certainly attest to the sanctity of every child that is formed in the womb from what is said here.  Verse six continues, Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.  Having been commissioned by God, Jeremiah first offered an excuse as to why he could not do what God had called him to do.  When we know what God has called us to do today, do we begin to offer excuses as to why we cannot?  Verse seven declares, But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.  God basically told Jeremiah to not look at who he was but to look to Who God is.  We need to do the same today and go where God sends us and do what He calls us to do.  Verse eight adds, Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.  Just as Jeremiah was told to fear not the faces of the people because God was with him. so does He promise us today.  We need to boldly do what God calls us to do.  Verse nine continues, Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.  Jeremiah said that then the LORD put forth His hand, touched his mouth, and said that He had put His words in Jeremiah's mouth.  We as followers of Christ must put our faith in God to provide us with the ability to speak His word today.  Verse ten concludes, See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. God then stated what Jeremiah was to do.  God said He set Jeremiah over the nations and kingdoms, to root out the evil in them and to plant the word of God.  We as Christians when we are following God's will for our lives have authority over all earthly rulers.  We must always put God's kingdom first.

Jeremiah 1:11 says, Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. God's word came to Jeremiah, asking him what he saw.  The first thing Jeremiah had to do was recognize the word of God when it came to him, and so must we.  What Jeremiah saw was nothing unusual. Jeremiah said he saw the rod of an almond tree.  Verse twelve adds, Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.  God told Jeremiah that he had seen well, and then God added He would hasten His word to perform it, which I believe meant to bring down the rod on His people,  Verse thirteen continues, And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north.  God's word came to Jeremiah a second time asking him what he saw.  This time Jeremiah saw a seething pot with the face to the north.  Verse fourteen declares, Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. God then told Jeremiah what the seething pot represented.  God was going to allow a great evil from the north to come upon the people of Judah.  Verse fifteen adds, For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.  God said that he was going to allow Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah to be defeated.  We need to be aware of signs that we are falling out of God's will as His people today, and if we see such signs, we need to repent and return to following God's will.  Verse sixteen continues, And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.  God said that this was His judgment against His people who had abandoned Him and worshipped false gods.  We cannot allow ourselves to stray away from God's will and start to worship false gods as followers of Christ.  Verse seventeen says, Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.  God then told Jeremiah to get up and tell the people what God had told him and to not be dismayed by their faces.  If we are to be successful in presenting the gospel today, we cannot allow ourselves to be dismayed by the way the people of the world may look at us.  Verse eighteen adds, For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.  God basically told Jeremiah that he didn't need to be afraid, because God would protect Him.  The same is true for us today as followers of Christ.  The world can never defeat us spiritually if we only remain true to God and proclaim His word as He leads and empowers us to do.  Verse nineteen continues, And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.  God told Jeremiah that the people of the world would fight against him, but that they would not prevail.  God make this same promise to us today.  We can be bold in our faith because God is with us to protect us, even through a physical death.
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Chapter 2
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Jeremiah 2:1 says, Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,  Verse two adds, Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.  God's word once more came to Jeremiah and told Him to go and to remind the people of Jerusalem about their promises made to Him in the wilderness.  God had led them out of Egypt, and sustained them in the wilderness, and they made a covenant with Him to obey His word.  When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, He leads us out of the wilderness of sin and commands us to go and share the gospel with all those that we can.  Verse three continues, Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.  God had Jeremiah to remind the people of Jerusalem that they were the first fruit of His people.  The people of Israel were not called so that they would be the only ones who were God's people, but to be the first of His people and to spread His word to all the world.  Verse four declares, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel:  God called for all His people to hear Him, even if they were divided as a nation.  All of God's people need to hear Him today, even if we a separated in some earthly way.  Verse five adds, Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?  God asked those who were supposed to be His chosen people what iniquity their fathers had found in Him that had caused them to become vain, or self-centered.  We need to make sure that we never become vain about our relationship with God.  Verse six states, Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt?  God said that His people, who He had delivered from Egypt and all the dangers they encountered afterward, no longer sought Him.  God has delivered us from the power of sin and death if we are followers of Christ, and we can never begin to be complacent in our faith if we are to be successful in our walk with God.  Verse seven adds, And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination.  God said that He gave His people an abundant land, and that they made their heritage an abomination.  Verse eight continues, The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.  God said even the religious leaders had stopped following His word and had gone after false gods.  We can never afford to allow false gods to come between God and us.  Verse nine declares, Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children’s children will I plead.  God said that He would still plead with His people and their children to come back to Him.  God does not give up on people easily.  Verse ten adds, For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing.  God called on the people of Israel to look at the other nations around them.  Verse eleven continues, Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit.  God said these other nations who worshipped false gods had not changed them for other gods.  There are many nations around the world today who worship false gods, and they seem at times to be more devoted to their gods than we as Christians are to the One true and Living God.  Verse twelve concludes, Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD.  God said that even the heavens should be astonished at the fact that His people had turned away from Him.

Jeremiah 2:13 says, For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.  God said that His people committed two evils.  The had forsaken Him, the source of living water, and had hewn out cisterns that could hold no water.  Through our faith in Christ, we are God's people and have a source of living water, and anytime we look to our own knowledge and ability to live life successfully, we are likewise committing two evils.  We can either put our faith in God or the world, but we cannot do both.  Verse fourteen adds, Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled? Like the people of Israel, we are children of God, and not servants of the world.  We are born again into the family of God, but do we allow ourselves to become spoiled feeling that we are better than everyone else and that God must bless us?  Verse fifteen continues, The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant.  Other countries had come to power over the people of Israel because they weren't following God.  Having seen the power of God over all their foes, the people of Israel were once again afraid of the forces of the world.  Verse sixteen states, Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head.  God gave two examples of when the people of the world have defeated His people.  Verse seventeen adds, Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?  Through Jeremiah, God asked if the people of Israel had not brought this upon themselves by refusing to obey Him.  If we are being defeated by the world today as Christians, it can only be because we have failed to put our faith in God totally.  Verse eighteen continues, And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?  God asked His people what they had to do with the practices of worship of other people.  We cannot obey God and allow any other false worship practices to come into our lives.   Verse nineteen declares, Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.  God said that the wickedness of His people would correct them and reprove their backslidings.  The fact that that people of Israel had turned their back on God had led to their being defeated.  If we as followers of Christ turn our back on God, then we should not be surprised that the world often defeats us.  Verse twenty adds, For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot.  God reminded the people of Israel that He had set them free and that they had promised to be obedient to Him, but now they were worshipping false gods on every high hill.  Though our salvation is secured by God Himself, we cannot allow the things of this world to become more important to us than God is.  Verse twenty-one continues, Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?  God said that He had made Israel His people and asked how they could then follow after strange gods, becoming an unproductive vine to Him.  We may need to ask at times if we have become unproductive for God because we refuse to obey His word and follow after the world instead.  Verse twenty-two concludes, For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD.  God told the people of Israel that no matter how much the went through physical cleansing rituals that they remained spiritually unclean.  All the religious practices in the world will not cleanse us spiritually if we are being disobedient to God.

Jeremiah 2:23 says, How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways;  God asked the people of Israel how they could say that they had not chased after false gods.  If God accuses us today of chasing false gods, we can be certain that we have and there really is no sense in denying it.  The Holy Spirit will convict us when we do.  Verse twenty-four adds, A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her.  The people were compared to a wild ass seeking her own pleasure who could not very easily be turned from her desires.  When we are caught up in the lusts of the world, it is not easy to turn us away. without the power of God to overcome those lusts.  Verse twenty-five continues, Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.  God called on the people to not give in to these lusts, but they said there was no hope because they already had.  We need to realize that as long as we are alive that God will call us to repentance, and there is never a reason to feel hopeless.  Verse twenty-six declares, As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets,  God said that the house of Israel, from their governmental leaders to their spiritual leaders were found out in their idolatry, and should be ashamed just as a thief who is caught.  Of course, it is possible that a thief might avoid being caught, but when we sin against God we always will be and this should cause us to be ashamed when we do.  Verse twenty-seven adds, Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me and, not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us.  God said the people of Israel had attempted to make gods of the things of this world, and then asked them in time of trouble when they called on these false gods if they could save them.  Salvation is only possible by accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and no matter what else we worship in the world it can never save us.  Verse twenty-eight continues, But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.  God again asked His people, who were His in name only, where the false gods that they made were in times of trouble.  God said they had made as many false gods as there were cities in Judah.  No matter how many things we put our faith in instead of God, they will never save us.  Verse twenty-nine concludes, Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD.  God asked why the people of Judah would plead with Him when they had transgressed against Him.  Too often we call out to God in times of trouble because we have not been true to Him in times of prosperity.  Verse thirty declares, In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion.  God said that He had smitten the people of Judah in vain, because they refused to listen to His prophets, killing them instead. God will let us know today when we are chasing after false gods, yet too often people would rather kill His prophets than to listen to them.  Verse thirty-one adds, O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee?  God asked the people of Israel if He had become unknowable to them.  They may have been going through the motions of worshipping God still, but they did not have a real relationship with Him.  Verse thirty-two continues, Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.  I believe that God was basically saying that it should have been impossible for the people of Israel to forget Him because of all that He had done for them, but they had.  It should be impossible for us as followers of Christ to forget what He did for us, but we too often allow the things of the world to come between God and us.  Verse thirty-three asks, Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways.  God said not only had the people of Israel turned away from Him, but they had encouraged others to do so as well.  It is bad enough for a person to turn away from God, especially those who call themselves His people, but it is even worse to lead others away from God.  Verse thirty-four adds, Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these.  God said that the blood of others was on the people of Israel, and that it did not take a secret search to find this out.  They were open in their disobedience to God.  Verse thirty-five continues, Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned.  The people of Israel professed their innocence, but God professed their guilt.  Verse thirty-six states, Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. Verse thirty-seven adds, Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them.  God said that the people were disappointed in their choice of gods, since they could put no confidence in them, and that since God had rejected them for their idolatry, they could not go forth with confidence in Him.  As long as we are faithful to God, we can put our confidence in Him, but if we go chasing after other gods, there is nothing to put our confidence in.
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Chapter 3
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Jeremiah 3:1 says, They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD.  God once again compared the people of Israel and their relationship with Him to a man and his wife.  God said if a man put away his wife and she married another man and then returned to him, would not the land be polluted because of this, and yet God said Israel had played the harlot with many other gods and then professed to return to Him again.  We cannot just jump in and out of a relationship with God at our own desire.  Verse two adds, Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness.  God called on the people of Israel to look to the high places and show Him where they had not been unfaithful to make Him.  If we have been unfaithful in our relationship with God, He will make us aware of it.  Verse three continues, Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.  God said because of the people of Israel's unfaithfulness that He was no longer blessing them materially, and they refused to be ashamed of their actions.  Verse four asks, Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?  God then asked if they would not once again call out to Him, the God and Guide of their youth.  When we find ourselves allowing the things of this world to come between God and us, we need to cry out to Him for forgiveness once again.  Verse five adds, Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest.  The people of Israel might attempt to blame God for being angry with them, but they were not accepting the fact that the responsibility for God's anger with them was because of their actions.  We can never blame God if He has withdrawn His protection from us, but must look at our own actions instead.  Verse six continues, The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.  God asked Jeremiah if he had seen what the people of Israel had done, playing the harlot with false gods on all the high places. They were not just failing to follow and worship God but were actively worshipping false gods for all the world to see.  We, as followers of Christ, need to make sure that we never in any way chase after false gods, whatever they may be, and we certainly better never do so for all the world to see.  Verse seven states, And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it.  God said even after the people of Israel did these things that He called on them to return to Him, but they would not, and the people of Judah, the rest of God's chosen people were the same.  God will always call on people to repent, and He will especially call on His people to repent if they have strayed away from Him.  Verse eight adds, And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.  God said when He put away the people of Israel that the people of Judah did not learn from this, but that they turned their backs on Him as well.  We should learn from others who have strayed away from God and not make the same mistakes that thy have made.  Verse nine continues, And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks.  God told Jeremiah that by worshipping false gods that His chosen people had defiled the land.  Verse ten concludes, And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD.  God again told Jeremiah that the people of Israel and Judah had turned away from Him with all their heart.   

Jeremiah 3:11 says, And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.  God's people were divided into two nations at this time, and God called Israel backslidden, and yet said they tried to justify themselves more than Judah, which He called treacherous.  It doesn't matter how many divisions there are in those who call themselves God's people but who have never allowed Jesus Christ to be their Savior and Lord.  They are either backslidden or are dealing treacherously with God.  Verse twelve adds, Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever.  God told Jeremiah to go to the backsliding people of people of Israel and call on them to return to Him.  To have been backslidden implies that the people of Israel at one time had a relationship with God but had forgotten it.  God told Jeremiah that if they would return to Him that His anger would not come on them and reminded them that He was a merciful and patient God.  This has not changed.  God stands ready to forgive us if we backslide today, and it is because of His great mercy that we have hope to begin with.  Verse thirteen continues, Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.  God told Jeremiah to tell the people that in order to know His mercy they had to first acknowledge their sins, which were widespread.  In order to know God's mercy, we must first acknowledge our sins.  Verse fourteen declares, Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:  Verse fifteen adds, And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.  God said that those who would return to Him, even if it was only one of a city or two of a family, that He would give them pastors according to His own heart who would feed them with knowledge and understanding of God.  God still gives us pastors today to do the same thing, if they listen to Him and put their faith in Him. Verse sixteen continues, And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.  God said that when the people were restored to Him and multiplied and increased in the land that they would no longer remember the things that guided them in the wilderness, because they would have a personal relationship with God that did not depend on going through priests or anything else.  Verse seventeen states, At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.  This refers to the church according to Matthew Henry, after Jesus came to restore people to God.  Verse eighteen adds, In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.  The people of God are united through Jesus Christ.  Though this was a prophesy concerning a physical reuniting of the people of Israel and Judah, it is also a prophesy concerning all who come to God by faith in Christ.  Verse nineteen concludes, But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.  God said when the people asked how this was possible that it was so because of the people once again recognizing Him as their heavenly Father. The same is true today.

Jeremiah 3:20 says, Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.  Again God compared Israel to an unfaithful wife.  When a man and a woman marry, they take vows to remain faithful to each other, just as the people of Israel had taken a vow to remain faithful to God, as do we today as followers of Christ.  There are no days when a marriage is not in effect, and there are no days when our vow to be faithful to God is not in effect.  Verse twenty-one adds, A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. Jeremiah said that here was weeping heard in the high places. where people should be worshipping, because the children of Israel had forgotten the LORD their God.  Not all of God's people had forgotten Him, and they were making supplication for the rest of Israel because they had.  There is never a time when there is no one who does not believe in God, though at times it may be a small remnant.  Verse twenty-two continues, Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.  There was a call for the backslidden people of Israel to return to the LORD, Whom they called their God, and to be healed.  If we stray away from God, we must first be one of His children to begin with, and then if we stray, we must first return to Him in order to be spiritually healed.  Verse twenty-three states, Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.  God said that people were looking in vain for salvation anywhere except in Him, and what was true then has always been and always will be true.  By faith in God alone can we find salvation.  Verse twenty-four adds, For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.  Like the people of Israel, if we labor outside the will of God, it will only bring us shame before God, and our labor will be in vain.  Verse twenty-five concludes, We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.  God said that the people of Israel, His chosen people, laid down in shame because they had sinned against Him.  If we are unfaithful to our relationship with God through our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, it can only bring us shame. 
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Chapter 4
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Jeremiah 4:1 says, If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove.  God called on the people of Israel to return to Him and to put away their abominations.  If we allow the things of this world, the abominations to God, to come between Him and us, the first we must do is repent and return to God.  We cannot return to God and still allow the things of this world to come between Him and us.  We have to choose one or the other.  Verse two adds, And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.  God told the people of Israel that when they returned to Him, then they had to swear that God lived in truth, judgment, and righteousness and that if a nation was to be blessed that it was through God.  We need to swear our allegiance to God and tell the world about Him.  We can never hope to be successful spiritually if we do not.  Verse three continues, For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.  God was not speaking about physically sowing but was telling them to once again break up their spiritual fallow ground, since it had laid dormant for too long.  If we have been out of communion with God, we are spiritually fallow, since our relationship with God remains dormant.  Verse four states, Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.  Circumcision was a physical act that identified the people of Israel as God's people, and they were still going through the motions, but God called them to circumcise their hearts, which would be a spiritual action.  We may go through the motions of worshipping God, but until we make our heart right with Him, it is of no value.  Verse five adds, Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities.  God told the people of Israel to assemble together and declare His name in the defensed cities.  They were to be ready for war under God's leadership, just as we must in the world today.  Verse six continues, Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction.  God then warned His people to be ready for the coming war.  If we turn away from God, we should not be surprised if He allows us to be defeated by the world.  Verse seven says, The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant.  God told the people of Israel that the nation that overpowered the Gentiles around them was going to destroy them as well.  If we follow Christ in name only and do not allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us, we should not feel superior to the lost people of the world.  Of course, we should never feel that way at any time, since we are but sinners saved by grace,  Verse eight adds, For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.  God called the people of Israel to a sincere repentance, and so must we sincerely repent if we have fallen away from God.  Verse nine continues, And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder.  God warned His people that they would be astonished at the coming destruction, and we today as followers of Christ know that one day He is going to return, and the world will be astonished at the destruction that will come. 

Jeremiah 4:10 says, Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul.  Jeremiah basically accused God of deceiving the people of Israel by promising them peace and now having them come under the sword.  Jeremiah forgot the God's promise required the faithfulness of the people of Israel.  What God promises us as followers of Christ is spiritual peace if we are obedient to His word.  Verse eleven adds, At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse,  This was not to be a refreshing wind, but a painful one.  Verse twelve continues, Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will I give sentence against them.  There would be no place where the people could escape this coming wind, the Chaldean army, which was a judgment from God.  When God's judgment comes, there will be no place to escape from it.  Verse thirteen declares, Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled.  When this destruction came, the people could only cry out in woe.  When God's chosen people turned their backs on Him, He removed His protective hand from them, and they had no one to turn to for protection.  If we as followers of Christ turn our back on our faith in Him, we will have no one to protect us.  Verse fourteen adds, O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?  God called on the people of Israel to wash their hearts of wickedness and asked how long vain thoughts would guide them.  If we are focusing on the world instead of on God, then all that we think and do amounts to nothing.  Verse fifteen continues, For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim.  Verse sixteen states, Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah.  The news of this coming destruction would first come from Dan, the city farthest north in Israel, of the coming of this destructive army.  The word would spread to the people throughout Israel.  Verse seventeen adds, As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD.  Matthew Henry says this refers to people surrounding a field to keep people out, but instead the people of Israel would be surrounded by the invading army to keep them in.  Without the protection of God, we are surrounded by the forces of evil to keep us from doing what God would have us do.  Verse eighteen continues, Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart. God said that it was the fault of the people of Israel because of what they had done and thought that this evil was coming on them.  We can never blame God if we suffer in this world but must always recognize that any spiritual defeat comes from our lack of faith in Him.  Verse nineteen declares, My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.  Verse twenty adds, Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment.  It will always pain God when His people refuse to listen to Him, and He will never want to send destruction on them.  Verse twenty-one continues, How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet?  God asked how long it would take for the people of Israel to hear the sound of the trumpet, the coming of the army to defeat them. Verse twenty-two concludes, For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.  God said that they would not hear because they were not listening to Him. When we begin to stray away from the leadership of the Holy Spirit as Christians, I believe that God asks us the same thing today, and we cannot afford to allow ourselves to become wise to do evil and lacking in the knowledge of God in our lives.

Jeremiah 4:23 says, I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.  God spoke of the coming destruction making the earth seem as it had during the creation.  There would be no cities left standing, and the smoke of the destruction would make it seem that there was no sun.  Verse twenty-four adds, I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly.  God said that the mountains that they had worshipped other gods on would tremble.  Verse twenty-five continues, I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.  God said that all the people of Israel and even the birds of the air would flee before the coming army.  The destruction was going to be massive, because the people were no longer worshipping God and no longer had His protection.  Verse twenty-six concludes, I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger.  The fields would be as wilderness and the cities would be broken down in the presence of the LORD.  Even though it was a foreign army that was going to defeat the people of Israel, it was because of God no longer protecting them that it was allowed to happen.  Verse twenty-seven declares, For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end.  God told the people of Israel that even though the destruction would be great that it would not be a complete destruction of God's people.  God would preserve a remnant that were still true to Him. Verse twenty-eight adds, For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.  God said that this was going to happen because He had said it would and He would not change His mind.  God has told us that one day the world is going to face His judgment, and of this we can be certain.  Verse twenty-nine continues, The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein.  God said the people of Israel would flee from the cities and attempt to hide in the woods, leaving the cities desolate.  Verse thirty asks, And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life.  God asked what they would do after they were spoiled or defeated.  He said they would attempt to make themselves look desirable by the enemy, but the enemy would still look to kill them.  The Chaldeans would not be impressed by attempts by the people of Israel to make themselves look desirable.  Verse thirty-one adds, For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.  God said the people of Israel would cry out like a woman in travail during childbirth and would pronounce themselves to be full of woe.  Any time we as followers of Christ stray away from Him and move away from His protective hand, we are full of woe whether we acknowledge it or not. 
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Chapter 5
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Jeremiah 5:1 says. Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.  God challenged the people of Israel to look everywhere in Jerusalem and see if they could find anyone who executed judgment fairly.  The implication was that there wasn't even one who did, and God said if they found one, then He would pardon Jerusalem. These were God's chosen people, but they had abandoned Him.  Verse two adds, And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.  God said that although they professed to follow God with their words, that they did so falsely.  It is not enough to pay lip service to God.  Verse three continues, O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return.  Then, Jeremiah asked if God had not already been bringing His judgment on them and they were not listening.  When we as followers of Christ stray away from God we should not be surprised if we lose His protection today. Verse four declares, Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God.  Jeremiah said the people of Israel were poor and foolish and asked God if they had not suffered enough.  Yet, if they were this way, it was because of their refusal to follow God, and therefore it did not excuse them.  Even if we are poor and foolish, we are not excused from being obedient to God as Christians.  Verse five adds, I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.  Then Jeremiah said that the rich were insolent and haughty according to Matthew Henry.  Our material success does not excuse us from following God.  Verse six continues, Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased.  God said because of their turning away from Him that He was going to allow an enemy to come upon them like a lion out of the forest, and that they would be slain, and they would be torn to pieces because their transgressions were many and their backslidings were only increasing. Verse seven asks, How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.  God asked how He could forgive them when they had abandoned Him, even though He had blessed them, and had gone chasing after other gods.  Verse eight adds, They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife.  I believe this means that even though God had blessed the people, they were not content with what they had but wanted what their neighbor had as well.  Verse nine continues, Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?  God asked Jeremiah if He was not justified in His actions toward the people of Israel because of their actions toward Him.  God never acts capriciously toward us, but He has offered everyone a way to salvation. It is up to each individual to accept this salvation, and if we do, then God expects us to be faithful to Him, whether we are rich or poor.  Verse ten concludes, Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the LORD’s.   God said that He would allow the people of Israel to be defeated because they were no longer relying on His protection.  If we fail to be obedient to God as Christians, we should not be surprised if He allows us to be defeated by the world today.

Jeremiah 5:11 says, For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the LORD.  God said that even though His people were divided into two nations, Israel and Judah, they were united in dealing treacherously with Him.  As God's people today as Christians, we must be united in working for God and not in working against Him.  Verse twelve adds, They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine:  God's people said that it was not His word that said that they were going to be destroyed.  They refused to believe anything bad was going to happen to them.  Some today claim that God only wants what is good for us materially and refuse to believe that they are called to put their material desires behind standing firm for God even in adversity.  Verse thirteen continues, And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them.  God said even those who were supposed to be His prophets were basically full of hot air, claiming that what God had said was not true.  Matthew Henry says that this means that the people would not listen to the prophets, but I understand it to mean that the prophets themselves were not proclaiming the truth of God.  Verse fourteen declares, Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them.  God said that the word of Jeremiah, who was speaking the truth of God, would be as a fire consuming those who did not believe him and were possibly even making fun of him.  We cannot follow Christ and follow the teachings of those who teach things that are contrary to His word, even if they are religious leaders, but at the same time, we must recognize the truth of God when it is spoken.  Verse fifteen adds, Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.  God said that the people of Israel were about to be destroyed by a nation that was a mighty nation and whose language they did not even understand.  Verse sixteen continues, Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men.  Then verse seventeen states, And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword.  Through Jeremiah, God warned the people of Israel and Judah that they were going to lose everything they had and that they would recognize the inability of their fenced cities to protect them.  When we begin to trust in the things of this world and ignore the word of God, we will ultimately lose everything that we have valued more than God.  Verse eighteen adds, Nevertheless in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make a full end with you.  God said that He would not allow all of His people to be destroyed.  Even in their lowest point spiritually as God's people, there was still a remnant that were true to Him.  We must individually make sure that no matter what the rest of the world is doing that we remain true to God.  Verse nineteen continues, And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not yours.  God said that when those who were supposed to be His people asked how God could allow these things to happen, that He would respond by reminding them that they had not been faithful to Him.  They had chased after other gods.  If we find ourselves to be suffering in the world today as followers of Christ, we need to make sure that it is because of our faith in God and not because we have been chasing after false gods.

Jeremiah 5:20 says, Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying,  Verse twenty-two adds, Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not:  Jeremiah was to publish, or I believe proclaim more than write down, this warning to God's people.  God said that they had eyes but couldn't see and ears but couldn't hear.  This was not referring to physical sight and hearing, but to spiritual.  Verse twenty-two continues, Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?  God asked if His chosen people did not fear Him, or have respect for Him.  God said that His power was so great that He created the sand for a perpetual decree and that even the sea could not destroy it.  Verse twenty-three declares, But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone.  God said that His people had a revolting and rebellious heart and were gone from Him. Whenever we are out of God's will. it is because of our revolting and rebellious heart, and if we find our self in that situation, we need to repent and return to following God.  Verse twenty-four adds, Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.  God said that the people of Israel and Judah, since they were a divided nation at this time, neither one put their faith in Him, though He blessed them with the rain needed for growing crops.  If we have blessings from God today, do we thank and praise Him for them, or do we simply feel that we deserve them for some reason?  Verse twenty-five continues, Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.  God said that their sins caused them to not have His blessing and that the good things of God were withheld from them.  Verse twenty-six says, For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men.  God said that His chosen people were now wicked men who set traps for others.  Being one of God's people in name only will never be worth much spiritually, and it doesn't matter who one’s parents are, because we must have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ in order to be saved.  Verse twenty-seven adds, As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich.  God said that the people of Israel had become great and rich in the eyes of the world, but at the same time they had turned their backs on Him.  Their riches had trapped them like a cage full of birds are still trapped, no matter how many of them there may be.  Verse twenty-eight continues, They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge.  God said that even though the people had grown fat that they did not care for those in need.  God does not call us to live in million-dollar houses while those around us go hungry.  Verse twenty-nine asks, Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?  This was a rhetorical question asked by God.  He was basically asking if the people did not realize that He saw these things.  We need to realize that God not only sees all that we do but knows why we do it as well.  We will never fool God.  Verse thirty adds, A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; Then verse thirty-one concludes, The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?  The wonderful and horrible thing that God spoke of was the fact that even the priests did not obey God but prophesied by their own understanding and power.  We, as followers of Christ, cannot afford to begin to proclaim the things of this world as God's word.
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