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Back In The Day 

It was close to midnight, the full moon with it‘s eerie mysterious light shined bright on the cold dark abandoned former Soviet outpost off the southwestern boundry of the Siberian region, the outpost which was a complex of of buildings including a military base, laboratories, living quarters and an underground complex with a railroad that went all the way up to the city of Omsk joining the Trans-Siberian railway. The entire facility  set atop the steepy slopes of the Ural mountains from which the icy Ural river flowed down to meet the Arctic ocean was used as an auxiliary military complex and staging area for nukes and other secret weapons of mass destruction during the cold war era was also home to some inhumane experiments performed on select Soviet people and even foreigners who had the misfortune of ending up in a Gulag during those times.

It was in a small forest not very from the outpost that two shadowy figures landed via parachutes from a stealth that blasted right across the dark night skies like a comet and disappeared. Those two figures whose forms could be made out in the moonlight to be that of a stocky man and a thin woman clad in bulletproof tactical gear with balaclava concealing their faces infrared night vision goggles, each had a scoped M4A1 semi-automatic rifle slung over their back, two glock 19 side arms all with suppressors and even wrist-mounted weapons on their right hands, on their left hands were what appeared to be prototype smart watches of some kind which looked more or less like futuristic gauntlets, along with that were utility belts and other compartment on their torso and legs with assorted gear including a grappling device.

These two cautiously approached the outpost using the trees and darkness for cover their outfits making them appear to be two green-eyed ninjas. A few steps close to the wall of the giant building and the woman stopped dead in her tracks. She gestured for the stocky guy to stop and pointed down at her feet. ‘Tommy we got mines‘ her voice barely audible came softly over the inbuilt communication device in her balaclava. ‘What kind?’ He asked, ‘Cold war era, I can disable ‘em‘ She replied. ‘Scan the perimeter for other traps and Charlies, don’t want any more surprises‘ she instructed as she got to work disabling the land mine she was standing on with a device from her utility belt. A minute later she was done and she remotely disabled the other mines in the area with the same device, it was a tiny drone-like gadget she controlled with her smart watch, it flew across the area and once it detected a mine, it landed on it and disabled it. Her partner was also busy scanning the large building with his night vision goggles which had X-ray capabilities and he could see through the compound. The upper complex was largely abandoned except for two sentry posts which had armed guards and flood lights, it was the underground complex which however caught his attention, it was sprawling with activity and through his night vision goggles he could spot multiple armed figures moving within the building, he also identified lasers, surveillance cameras, guard dogs and motion sensors. ‘Well I‘ll be darned’, he said over his comms, ‘we‘ve got a full house tonight‘, ‘I thought our intel said the place was almost clean?’ He asked his partner and continued ‘Gotta call this in to HQ, we need back up and fast‘ ‘relax “Inspector Gadget”, she comically replied and went on ‘we got this, we go in grab the package and disappear, they won’t even know we were there’, ‘we call in a strike team and we’ll have an international crisis on our hands‘ ‘another cold war Tommy, we can’t have that!’ ‘You sure about this Maria?’ he asked, his voice full of doubt, ‘Positive‘ she replied. ‘Copy that, let‘s move‘ he affirmed.

The two covert operations agents Tommy and Maria scaled the wall to the south perimeter of the building and got into the large compound. Using the shadows for cover they expertly zip-lined across the guard posts, taking out the guards silently. Maria then hacked into the security cameras all over the premises and put it on a feedback loop. They found an entrance to the underground complex and entering they found themselves in a dimly lit equipment room. ‘Ghost mode on my signal‘ Tommy said to Maria, tapping his smart watch, he activated a high tech cloaking system built into his gear, turning him nigh invisible, ‘Whoa! So this camouflage thingy actually works‘ Maria said a little ecstatically, ‘well they’re actually doing something worthwhile with the taxpayers money now‘ she sarcastically added and followed suit. In crouching positions with guns ready they stepped out of the room and into a brightly lit corridor, from his night vision goggles, Tommy spotted their target object in a room on the far left side of the corridor, from his view he could see what they were looking for was in a glass case, along with lasers and motion detector devices. ‘HQ I got eyes on the target, about to extract‘ he said into the comms, ‘Roger that Agent Downey‘, came the voice on the other end of the comms, ‘we‘re reading multiple Charlies on your six and twelve o‘clock, proceed with caution, not sure casualties can be avoided, get in grab the package and get out as fast as you can, there‘ll be a chopper waiting for you at the extraction point, good luck Agents’, ‘Copy that HQ, over and out!, Tommy responded, ‘HQ out‘ the voice on the other end repeated. ‘Let stick to the walls, no need to worry about motion sensors, they can’t detect us now, cloaking device‘s got thermal camo too, let’s go!’ Tommy said to his partner, she nodded and they both headed in the direction of the target.

They got into the room after taking down the guard outside and using his unconscious body to bypass retina scanner, they found it surprisingly empty except for a glass case housing what looked like a blue crystal and some lazers which they easy got around and deactivated, soon enough they stood in front of the glass case about to grab what they came for, ‘HQ package confirmed, should we be worried about radioactivity?’ Maria spoked into the comms, ‘Negative‘ the voice on the other end replied, ‘Lifting the case will trigger a silent alarm, you‘ve only got a forty five second window to exit the perimeter, hurry up, HQ out!’

Maria gently took the the lid off the glass case and swiped up the blue crystal which started glowing at her touch, ‘Tommy let’s get outta here’, silent alarm has been triggered’ she told her partner, they blew up a hole throw the roof of the room with an incendiary device and grappled up through it, they found themselves in a room on the upper part of the complex, hearing footsteps approaching, they jumped out through the window and landed smack on some grass in the main compound. They then make a run for the wall to the right to escape and behind they heard shoutings, footsteps, car engines being started and shot being fired, one of them barely grazing Tommy on the shoulder and dropping down harmlessly thanks to his armor.

Against his resistance Maria helped Tommy up the wall to set up a zip line to one of the trees on which they would slide down away from the place to safety, but then out of the blue they were engulfed in a a very bright light, a helicopter hovering over them dropped a beam on the them and looking around they found themselves surrounded by heavily armed Russian forces with jeeps blaring headlights on them, a voice came over a loudspeaker ‘drop your weapons!’ they complied and it was followed by ‘hand over the crystal and we‘ll let you live, you‘ve got ten seconds‘ the person over the loudspeaker said in broken English.
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