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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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She will fight for what is hers.

The five kingdoms may have been saved, but the battle is far from won.

Katerina Damaris finally takes her place on the throne, only to realize that the crown isn't what she thought it would be. Friends become kingdoms. Lovers become a liability. Secret promises are broken to protect the greater good.

Caught in the middle of political circus, Katerina must choose between ruling her kingdom or following her heart. Alliances are strained, borders are tested, and whispers of an old enemy resurrected hang like a shadow over the realm.

Can Katerina keep the peace? Will the five kingdoms ever be truly reunited?

Most importantly, can she and the others figure out the prophecy in time?

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Chapter 1
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She took him by surprise.

That alone was almost impossible to do. She’d tried it in every kingdom, at every hour, in every situation you could possibly think of. It had only happened twice.

Third time’s the charm...

He was standing on the balcony when she slipped inside the room. His eyes fixed on the horizon. His head a million miles away. Both arms were hanging by his sides, deceptively still, but the fingers on one hand kept twitching, like he was playing out a rhythm no one else could hear.

The world outside was in a happy sort of chaos.

The villagers had been lighting bonfires for days, getting ready for the big celebration. More and more people poured in every hour, and the sky at dusk was filled with sparks and smoke. They swirled in slow-moving columns towards the sky, a lazy dance of shadow and light.

She was careful. Stepping only on her toes. Holding her breath whenever possible. She had learned long ago not to startle this particular group of friends, and Dylan was harder than most. The man didn’t take kindly to surprises, as he tended to react with a blade.

So, it was with the utmost caution and the utmost pride that she ghosted across the room and joined him on the stone ledge. Thrilled with her success. Amazed he didn’t hear her.

It’s the carpet, she thought. That’s why he hates the carpet.

Her body coiled like a kitten waiting to pounce. A look of wicked triumph flashed through her eyes. Then, with a burst of unnatural speed, she threw herself into the air.

Success!

Her hands clapped over his eyes and he let out a startled gasp. The body froze. The fingers stopped twitching. Of course, such things only ever lasted for a moment. Before the princess could begin to revel in her victory, he whirled around in a fluid movement. Knocking her off balance and catching her in the inescapable circle of his arms.

“What have I told you about doing that?” 

His voice was stern, but his eyes were all sparkles. For a moment, she was reminded of the ranger she met in the tavern all those months ago. Playfully taunting a group of vampires. Deadly talents, with a secret smile tugging at the edges of his lips. 

“I’m sorry.” Her voice trembled as she stared up at him with a pair of enormous, fearful eyes, fighting back a smile of her own. “Sometimes I forget.”

An eyebrow rose ever so slightly. A shiver ran down her spine.

“Is that right?” He released her with a chilling smile, bowing his head so they were at the same level. “Well, I’m afraid sorry isn’t good enough.”

Their eyes met and she sucked in a silent breath.

“I’ll just have to teach you to remember...”

For a moment, the world stood still. Then it was Dylan’s turn to pounce.

“Guards!” Katerina let out a wild shriek, streaking towards the door, knowing for a fact that she would never make it. 

Sure enough, he caught her a second later. Laughing loudly as he spun her around. “Don’t actually call for your guards, crazy!” He hoisted her into the air, sweeping back her hair with a breathless smile. “We’re in your castle, not mine! They’ll run me through!”

“Good.” She wrapped her legs around his waist, flushed and grinning. “Someone has to teach you some manners.”

These games of theirs had gotten increasingly intense. Ever since that shadowy dragon fell out of the sky and they’d decided never to leave each other’s chambers.

“Manners, huh?” His eyes raked over her with a shameless smile, lingering on all his favorite parts. “I was under the impression you liked me rather... unmannered.”

A flaming blush heated her cheeks, but she refused to give an inch. Quite the contrary, she unwrapped her legs and slid gracefully to the ground. Acting as though she hadn’t heard. “In your dreams, peasant. Now get yourself together. It’s time for the banquet.”

The game came to a sudden end as the smile melted slowly off his face.

“The banquet?” There was a visible slump to his shoulders and his eyes flickered towards the door, like at any moment the hordes of people might come storming inside. “That’s tonight?”

Katerina stopped searching for his shoes long enough to give him an exasperated smile. “The whole palace has been talking about it for weeks.” She gestured towards the balcony where they had both just been standing. “You were literally just watching them put up the tents.”

“...and here I thought the circus was in town.”

“Have you been to a royal banquet?” she snorted sarcastically, digging around in his piles of discarded weaponry for a second shoe. “You’re not too far off—”

She let out a gasp as he lifted her into the air. Cradling her in his arms. Staring down with a dimpled smile. A smile she knew very well. A smile he used when he wanted something.

“I have a better idea.”

She shook her head with a wry grin. “Oh, this I have to hear.”

“...let’s not go to the banquet.”

“Shocker.”

“Let’s stay here and get naked instead.”

Already, he had somehow managed to slip out of his shirt. The pants were soon to follow. A shiver of anticipation shot down Katerina’s spine, but she was quick to reject it. And avert her eyes.

“You are, without a doubt, the worst royal in the history of royalty.” She shimmied out of his hands, landing with a soft thud upon the floor. “I don’t want to go any more than you do, but we have to be there. How would it look if the king of Belaria and queen of the High Kingdom—”

“I feel like you’re not taking my idea very seriously.” He scooped her off her feet once again, tossing her carelessly over his shoulder. “Allow me to convince you.”

“Wait! Dylan—no!” She giggled and shrieked, pounding uselessly on his back as she was carried towards the bed. “We can’t, I’m serious! The delegations are already sitting down! I just came up here to get you—”

“—and now you have me.”

He dropped her in the center of the mattress and waited. Enchanting eyes. Sculpted muscles. Messy hair. Wearing nothing but a toe-curling smile. Just waiting for her to decide.

Oh, come on, how is that fair?!

“What’s it going to be, princess?” he prompted with a devilish smile, tugging her dress just hard enough that it slipped off her shoulders. “The banquet, or...”

She didn’t answer. She grabbed him instead.

The next second, they were crashing together. Lips crushing lips. Arms and legs tangling in the sheets. His fingers scrambling against the back of her dress.

A breathless display of lust and passion, tempered only when he pulled back with a frown and actually peeked over her shoulder at the complicated corset he was attempting to untie.

“Hang on... I think it’s locked or something.”

She pushed up on her elbows with an exasperated grin, trying and failing to knock aside his hands. “It’s not locked, just let me do it.”

“...where did I put my knife?”

“No—absolutely not!” She scrambled back to the headboard, lifting a threatening finger in the air between them. “I’m serious, you cannot just keep cutting them off like that! What am I supposed to say to the seamstress?”

“That you hope she finds a man as resourceful as me?”

“Dylan!”

“Doesn’t matter, leave it on.” He hitched up the skirt with a heated grin, running his hands up the length of her thighs. “I prefer a bit of a challenge—”

A loud knock froze them both in place. Another knock and they sprang apart.

“Just how many people were you expecting tonight?” Dylan muttered, shooting his girlfriend a hard look as she lobbed a pair of pants into his face.

“Would you just get dressed,” she hissed, trying desperately to smooth down her tangled mess of hair. “It’s bad enough the maids find you in here almost every morning—”

“Milady?” an apologetic voice filtered through the door.

Dylan dropped back onto the bed, pressing a pillow over his face. “Tell them to go away.”

“Yes?” Katerina called, ignoring the man sulking in front of her. “What is it?”

“Milady, you told us to wake you when the first of the envoys arrived.”

...wake me?

She and Dylan shared a strange glance.

Why would they need to wake me? I’m already—

* * *
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“MILADY?”

Katerina shot up with a gasp. One hand clutching her chest. The other clutching the empty mattress beside her. The Dylan of her dreams was gone. Her pesky corset was propped up on the chair. And the dusky twilight was replaced with the crisp air of early morning.

“Your Majesty?” the voice called again.

“I’m up!” The sound of scurrying footsteps faded quickly down the hall, and Katerina dropped back to the mattress with a groan. “I’m up.”

Her dreams had been rather vivid ever since returning to the castle. Vivid, and the damn things always seemed to stop at exactly the wrong moment. She squeezed her eyes shut with equal parts amusement and frustration. The sheets around her felt empty and cold.

Doesn’t take a genius to interpret that one.

With a quiet sigh she pushed to her feet and padded across the thick carpet, throwing open the curtains to let in the magnificent sunrise. For a moment, she simply stared. Freezing like a statue in the window, while the morning rays danced in her hair and glinted off the pendant on her neck.

The grounds were abuzz with activity—very much the way it was in her dream.

People were pitching tents. Setting up chairs. Hauling in barrels upon barrels of food. The royal chefs hadn’t slept a wink in the last forty-eight hours, and already the smells of a grand feast were wafting up through the castle halls. Groundskeepers had been brought in from every corner of the five kingdoms to masterfully sculpt the garden and lawns. Fire-dancers and a Tengali choir had been booked for entertainment. Nine separate crystal foundations had been commissioned for the occasion, and the royal florist had been working morning to night.

And that was all for the outside. For the commoners. The inside of the castle was even worse.
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