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Ten Short Stories: Wordsworth Shorts 11 – 20 is a Wordsworth Collection of ten short stories that have all previously been published as standalone Wordsworth Shorts.

––––––––
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11. The Complete Angler has been published in The People’s Friend, Twee Tales Too and Twee Tales More.

12. Alexandra’s Ragtag Band has been published in My Weekly, Twee Tales Too and Twee Tales More.

13. The Pancake Race has been published in My Weekly, Twee Tales and Twee Tales More.

14. Going, Going, Gone has been published in Women’s Era, Twee Tales Too and Twee Tales More.

15. The Phoenix Lights has only been published as a Wordsworth Short.

16. Arriverderci Roma has been published in Twee Tales and Twee Tales More.

17. It Wasn’t Me has been published in Twee Tales Too and Twee Tales More.

18. The Easter Egg Hunt has been published in My Weekly, Twee Tales and Twee Tales More.

19. A Stranger At Eight has been published in Chat, Twee Tales and Twee Tales More.

20. Around the Maypole has been published in Twee Tales Two and Twee Tales More.
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11. The Complete Angler
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(This short story has been published in The People’s Friend, Twee Tales Too and Twee Tales More)

The fishing season was about to start again and the Belshaw family found it the main topic of conversation at breakfast. 

“I suppose that means we’ll be fending for ourselves again at the weekend,” joked daughter Sarah.

“No more lifts on Saturdays to cricket,” teased Harry, the eldest of the two boys. “And we have an important game this weekend too.”

“Don’t worry, son,” harrumphed Peter, who was really old enough to know better. “I’ll be there to cheer you on.”

Only the youngest, Davey, seemed truly happy at the prospect. “Leave Mum alone!” he defended. “She does enough for all of us the rest of the week. She’s entitled to a day off–”

“But every week?” asked Peter, his dad. “It’s most weeks from now until next March.”

“That’s right!” agreed Sarah, enjoying the light-hearted family banter. “Honestly, Mum, you can be so selfish!”

“Selfish?” said Jenny. “I’m here every day of the week cooking, cleaning, mending, washing clothes. The beds don’t make themselves and, last time I looked, we didn’t have a Hoover fairy.”

She knew they were all only teasing, but it still narked her a little that they couldn’t be more... supportive.

“Not one of you chips in to help. You leave everything to good old muggins.”

“But you are here all the time,” reasoned Harry. “You don’t have anything else to do.” He winked at his dad. “And fishing’s meant to be a man’s game anyway.”

“Yes,” said Sarah. “It’s so embarrassing having a mother who goes fishing. I have to tell my friends you’re meeting Great Aunt Dora in Timbuktu for the day–”
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